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AT a General Meeting of the Physico-Historical SocfETY, 
Monday, January the 4th, 1747. 

Dr. BARRY in the Chair. 

PR ES E.N T, 

Loud Chancellor, Lord Bilhop of Meath, Lord Bifhop of 
* Clogher, &c. &c~ &c. 

ON the Report made by Walter Harris, Efq; That he and the 
Reverend Dr. Corbet, Dean* of St. Patrick's, had pcrufed Mr. 
Ms Efjay on lrijh Qohts, which was referred to them : 

*■ Agreed t . 

THAT the Thanks of this Society be given to Mr.' Simon, for the 
Pains and Care he hath taken ; and that he be, and is hereby defired to 
publifli the faid Effay, together with his Collection of Records con- 
cerning Jrijh Coins and the Currency of Money in Ireland^ with the 
Approbation of the Society. 

EDW. BARRY, V. PreGd. 
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To His EXCELLENCY, 

ROBERT 

LORD NEWPORT, 

» 

LORD CHANCELLOR, 

AND 

One of the Lords Juffices of IRELAND, 

Prefident of the Phyfico-HiftoricaUSociety, in Dublin. 

■ 

• 4 

My Lord, 

. 

EVERY Attempt to contribute to the fervice of the 
Public, naturally lays claim to Your Excellency's 
patronage ; and Your obliging readinefs to become 
Prefident of a Society, whofe principal views are to pro- 
cure materials for compiling a general Hiftory of Ireland, 
feems particularly to authorize the liberty of prefenting 
to Your Excellency the following Effay, as fubfcrvient to 
that defign. 

To Your Excellency's great goodnefs to the Author, 
in procuring him accefs to feveral of the offices of Re- 
cord, he is indebted for whatever may be thought curious 
in it ; and from Your protection, My Lord, he prefumes 
to hope for the indulgence of the Public to the fincere, 

a i however 



iv Dedication. 

i * 

however imperfect, Endeavours of a Foreigner to render 
hirnielf in fome degree ufeful to the Couotry in which 
Providence J\as been pleafed to fix him. 

Interefted, as by adoption he is, in her profperity, he 
cannot fail to wtfh, that Your Excellency may long con- 
tinue to adorn thofe high Stations in which You are 
placed, with that integrity, application, fagacity and know- 
ledge, which give weight to Power ; and that temper, 
benevolence, and candor, which render the moft refpeB* 
able Chara&ers the moft amiable. 

Permit me, My Lord, to fubferibe my ielf ^with the 
moft grateful and profound refpeel, 



Your Excellency's 



\ obliged, 
moft obedient, 



and moft humble Servant, 



James Simon. 
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PREFACE. 



TH E knowledge of antient Coins is not merely a matter of 
curiofity, but of ufe ; it has a manifeft relation to Sciences, 
ftich as Chronology, Antiquities 2nd Hiftory, and ferves to 
afcertain and illuftrate them. For Coins, no lefs than Medals, " give 
" a great light to Hiftory, in confirming fuch paflages as are true, 
* c in fettling fuch as are told after different manners, and in recording 
" fuch as have been omitted" *. The truth of which will, I con- 
ceive, appear from facts in difpute amongft our Hiftorians, which are 
now fettled and confirmed by the evidence of fome of the Coins men- 
tioned in the following Eflay. This kind of Study is fo confefledly 
interefting, that many treatifes on this fubjedt have been publifticd in 
feveral of our neighbouring countries ; witnefs thofe of Bouterouc 6c 
Le Blanc, on the French coins, of Thomas Broeder Bircherod, on the 
Danifli, of Elias Brenner, on the Swedifh, and of M. Folkes and 
S. M. Leake, Efqrs. on the Englifh. But we have not as yet any 
particular treatife on the Monies of this Kingdom. There are indeed 
two curious but very fhort chapters on Irifti Coins, one in the Anti- 
quities of Ireland, by Sir James Ware, the other in the Irifh-Hirlorical 
Library, by Bifhop Nicholfon j the concifenefs of which induced me 
to draw up (at firu only for my own amufement and inftru&ion) fome 
obfervations upon what they had written on that fubject: And although 
1 have been enabled to make feveral additions from very curious Coins 
and Records, which they had not feen, I cannot give my Reader a 
truer, as I cannot with to give him a more favourable account of this 
EfTay, than that it is chiefly the work of thefc two learned Antiqua- 
ries ; and as fuch I prefume to recommend it to his perufal. If ! 

have 

* Addifon's Dialogues on antient Medals, p. 20. 
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vi PREFACE. 

have at any time ventured to dment from thefe great Men, I have given 
the reafons, fometimcs I confefs but conjectural, that determined my 
opinion, which I freely fubmit to better information. 

It is almoft impoflible to give a perfect Hiftory of our Monies for 
want of fufficient records, many of which have been deftroyed by 
time and various accidents. In order to preferve what are left con- 
cerning this Subject, as far as a work of this kind can contribute to 
that end, it has been thought proper to publifli by way of Appendix 
thofe that are dill in being, as materials for fuch as (hall hereafter un- 
dertake to give us a better and more perfect account of thefe matters. 

As for the Coins exhibited in the Plates, befides my own, I have 
had the advantage of confulting the feveral collections of Trinity 
College, of James Ware, John Putland, and Ralph Howard, Efqrs. and 
of Mr. Henry Archdall. I take this opportunity to return my hum- 
ble thanks to them, and to thofe gentlemen who have been pleafed to 
communicate fuch ether materials as could not come to my knowledge 
without their afliftance. 

It now remains for me to beg the Reader's indulgence and forgive nefs 
for the many imperfections in the language and performance, and that, 
as an attonement for both, he will accept of my fincere defirc of being 
in fome degree ufeful to a country, now become my own. 
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Means. Patrick and Arthur Smith, in 

Waterford 
Mr. Charles Smith, Dungarvan 
John Smith, Efq; Counfellor at Law 
Rev. Thomas Smyth, D. D. Arch- 
deacon of Glendalough 
Mr. John Smyth, Attorney 
Mr. Thomas Smith, Attorney 
His Excellency Baron Sohlenthal, 
Knight of the Elephant, Privy 
Councillor of Conference of his 
Majefty the King of Denmark, and 
his Ambaflador Extraordinary to 
his Britannick Majefty, 4 Books 
Robert Spence, Efq; 
Honourable Charles Stanhope, Efq v 

Rev. John Standifh, A. M. . 

Eaton Stannard, Efq-, Recorder of 
Dublin 

Mr. William Stevenfon 

Rev. David Stevens, A. M. 

Rev. Robert Stewart, A. M. 

Enoch Sterne, Efq-, 

Mr. Gabriel Stokes 

Thomas Stopford,.Efq; 

Mr. Thomas Strang man, merchant 

Mr. Thcmas Strettel, merchant 

Mr. Edward Sutton, merchant Wex- 
ford 

Mr. Samuel Swan 
Matthew Swiny, Efq; 
Cotton Symonds, Eiqj Qrmiby, Nor- 
folk 

T. 

His Grace, Jofiah, Lord 
of Tuam 

James Theobald, Efq; F. R. S. Lon- 
don 

Mr. Edwin Thomas 

Sir 
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Sir Peter Thompfon, Km. London, 

2 b )oks 
Rev. Francis Thompfon, A. M. 
Mr. TheophUus Thompfon, merchant 
Mr. John Thompfon, merchant, Bri- 

ftol 

Mr. William Thornhill, furgeon, ditto 

George Thwaites, Elq-, 

William Tighc, Efq-, 

Robert Tighe, Efq* 

Philip Tifdal, Ef<n counfellor at law 

Mr. William Toole 

Thomas Tower, Elq; counfellor at law 

Rev. Boyle Travers, D. D. 

Timothy Tuckey, M. D. Cork 

Mr. Richard Terry, Attorney 

y. 

Mr. William Van Briennen, merchant, 

Amilerdam, 6" books 
Mr. James VareUles, merchant 
Mr. Peter Vidouze, merchant 
Mr. Ifaac Vigneau, merchant, a books 
Mr. James Vilmot, tobacconift 
JohnUfher, Efq; Lifmore 

W. 

Right Rev. Richard, Lord Bifiiop of 

Waterford 
Hon. Michael Ward, Efq; 
Capt. Henry Walker 
Mr. John Wallace 
Mr. John Wade, Attorney, Briftol 
Bernard Ward, Elq; 
Mr. Michael Ward, T. C. D. 



Edward Ward, Efq-, 

Mr. John Ward, F. R. S. Profeflbr of 

Rhetoric, Grefliam-college 
James Ware, Efq-, 
Samuel Warring, Efq; 
John Warre, Elq; 
Thomas Waite, Elq; 
Rev. William Warren, A. M. 
Mr. Thomas Warren 
Mr. John Watfon, 6 books 
Richard Weld, M. D. 
Matthew Weld, Efq; 
Mr. Jofeph Weft 

Right Hon. Edward Wefton, Efqy a 
books 

Mr. John Wilcocks, banker 

Mr. Jofeph WUcocks 

Mr. Jofliua Wilcocks, Briftol 

James WUkinfon, Efqv 

Mrs. M. M. WUkinfon. 

Mr. Abraham WUkinfon, merchant 

Mr. Hugh White, merchant 

Mr. Stephen White, merchant, Briftol 

Carleton Whitelock, Efq* 

Rev. John Whittingham, D. D. S. F. 

T. C. D. 
Mr. John Wilfon 
Mr. George Wilfon, dniggift 
Mr. Peter Wilfon, bookfeller 
Mr. Levi Wolfe, jeweller 
Rev. John Wynne, D. D. 
Rev. John Wynne, A. M. 
Mr. Edward Wynne 

Y. 

Hon. William Yorke, Efq; 



It is hoped that Gentlemen, who have fubferibed to this Eflay, and have 
not their Names inferred in this Lift, wUl excuie it, as their Names have 
not been returned to the Author in Time, by fuch Gentlemen as had of his 
Receipts to difpofe of. 
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A N 

E S S AY 

TOWARDS AN 

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

O F 

IRISH COINS, &V. 



ALTHOUGH we cannot trace out the firft Invention of money 
in Ireland, yet it cannot be denied, that it was in ufe here long be- 
fore the arrival of the Danes, or Norwegians. The Irifh word 
Monadb *, as well as the other appellative words, ufed (with little 
variation in the pronunciation) in mod of the antient and modern lan- 
guages to fignify money, feem to be derived from one and the fame origin, 
the Hebrew Monah, or Mineh b , the name both of a weight, and of a kind 
of money, worth a hundred Denarii.': the Mineh of gold being worth a 
hundred fhekels. Befides this, we find in the Irifli many mercantile and other 
words derived from the Hebrew, which, as they fhew the Antiquitv of the 
Irifli, and its affinity to that mother tongue, denote likewife the early ufe of 
trade, and of money in Ireland ; into which, no doubt, it was introduced as foon 
as inhabited, or at lead frequented by other trading nations j the country 

• Montdb, Pt tunic, Money. Llayd Irifc-Dic- nadb mm Airgtad, and in procefs of time for bre- 

tooary. The Irifli Airgtad, ufed at prefent for viry fake, Airgtad, for money of filver. 

the Engltfh word money, originally and proper- ° Mina eft nomen ponderis Sc monetx haben- 

ly fignifies Argtnium, filver, and was not pro- til centum denarios, & centum ficlosauri. Schind- 

bably made ufe of to defign money, until the ufe ler's Lexicon-Pentaglot. 

of filver coins was introduced into Ireland, when c The DtnaHat, denier, according to Greaves 

in all likelihood, fuch money was called by way and Arbothnot, weighed 6z grains, and would b« 

of diiUnclion from iron or copper money, M»- worth of our prefent money, about 7 \ d. 

A affording 
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t AN ESSAY ON IRISH COINS. 

affording gold, filver, and other metals which perhaps were foon difcovered 
by the firft Inhabitants. 

A. M. We find that in the reign of Tighernmhais.Mar Fallamhuin % rfa'T.ntlvmo- 

30' >• narch of the Milefian race, Gold ore was difcovered, and refined at Fothart, 
near the river Lifly, in the county of Wicklow, where gold, filver, cop- 
per, lead and iron, have of late years been found out. And a mint is 
laid to have been creeled, and filver money firft coined in Ireland, in the time 

3482. of Eadna-£>eargh f . Frohji this obfervation, that filver-money was then firft 
ftruck, we may reafonably conclude that money of fome kind or other, whe- 
ther of iron or copper, was in ufe before that time and indeed we find that 

3453- * n tftc rc '8 tl °f Sednaeus-Innaradh, the foldiers wages were paid in money, 
wheat, and cloathes «. 'Tis alfp very probable that this ifiand was known 
to the Phoenicians, who ufed to refort to Britain for tin, which no doubt 
was likewifc found in Ireland h j though thofe mines feem to have been 
loft for fome ages paft. But moft certain it Is, that this country was famous, 
in the beginning ofthc Roman empire ; for Tacitus, fpeaking comparatively 
of Britain and Ireland, fays of the latter, that it was better known by its trade 
and commerce, by its eafy refort, and the goodnefs of its harbours, than the 
firft And when the Roman arms had reached Spain, Gaul, and Qermany, 
abundance of people mijft have retired opt of thofe countries into this, and 
brought with them what Tiches they could fave. together with their trade, 
arts and fcienccs for which reafon, the Romans had a coveting eye on Ire- 
land, which, fays Tacitus k , being fituatcd exattly between Spain and Britain, 
lies very convenient for the French fea, and would have united the ftrong mem- 
bers of the empire with great advantage ; and Agricola thought it could have 
been conquered, and kept in fubjection with one legion and fome few auxi- 
liaries. 

There muft indeed have been a great deal of wealth and treafure in Ire- 
land, to have allured the Oftmen and Nordmen to invade it fo often, and at 
laft to engage them to fettle in it. It was not for the fake of provifions, or 
of fome cattle, that they made fuch repeated attempts on this country } • no : 
as thofe people enriched themfelves by their pyracies, money was what they 
moft fought for. For as the Bua-Saga exprefles it l , they ufed to enter into 

partnerships 

* -- ftannique fodiau well for tin as lead ore, and to apply the profit* 

Et pari Argenti venas, quas terra refoffis thereof to his own ufe for three years, yielding 
Vilceribus manes itnos vifura rccludit. 6*. year if the mine be found, (cap. 17.) 

Hadrianus Junius in Ware's Antiquit. As Richard Iogram miner and finer has at his 

* Flaherty's Ogygia, Lond. 1685. p. 19;. great charge found out divers mines of filver, lead,, 
' °gyg>*. p. 249. * Ibid p. 148. iron, coal, ice. which would caufe great relief to 
k At a great council held at Drogheda on fri- the inhabitanu of Ireland if they were wrought j 

day before the fcaft of St. Andrew, (29 Hen. VI.) it is therefore enacted, &c.— Rolls- office, Dublin, 
before James Enrl of Ormond, deputy to Rkhard 1 Melius aditus portufque per commercial ne- , 
doke of York lord lieutenant of Ireland; it was gotiatores cognin. Tacitus in Vita Agricola;, 
enacted (cap. 14.) ; that licence be granted to fir p. i$9. Edit. Elzev. 1649. 
Chriftopher ; t Laurence lord of Howth to (earch k Tacitus utfupra. 

foe a mine within the feigniory of Howth, as 1 Societat^fubjuramcntoinierunt,pirau'cam 
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partner/hips upon oath, to exercife their pyracies, whereby they honourably A. B. 
■ acquired plenty of money. And Sturlelbnius ° fays, that after their Soft 
expeditions they ufed to bring home fo much money, which they had taken 
from the merchants and hulbandmen, that thofe, who faw thefe riches, admired 
how fo much gold could be collected together in thofe northern countries. 

It appears from Saxo-Grammaticus that thofe pyrates, under the conduct 
of Hacco and Starchater, having invaded Ireland, attacked and routed the 
Iriflt, and killed their king Huglet, found in his treafury in Dublin fuch 
vaft quantity of money, «* that every man had as much as he could wifli or 
*' defire ; fo as they needed not to fall out among themfelves for the partition, 
•« fince there was fo much for each Man's Share, as he could conveniently 
" carry away p." 

The Prince, here called Huglet, was probably Aodh VII. king or monarch 
of Ireland, furnamed Finn-Liath j and of Aodh, or Hugh and Liath, a fo- 
reigner, fuch as our hiftorian was, might very well, inftead of Hugo-Liath, 
call him Hugo-Leth, or Hughlet, in Latin Hugletus. This admitted, the fatt 
muft have happened in the year 879, which is the time afligned by O Flaher- 
ty 1 for the death of this prince, though he doth not fay that he was either 
attacked or killed by the Danes ; but that his fon and fucceflbr Neil-Glun- 
dubh was by them killed in a battle near Dublin in 919, according to the 
annals of Dungalls*. The fame author owns, that the Danes and Norwe- 
gians made feveral irruptions into Ireland in the reign of Aodh V. furnamed 
Oirnigh, in the years 788, 807, 812, and 815*. 

We find, in feveral of our hiftorians, mention made of gold and filver being 
paid by the ounce. Thus in the annals of Ulfter 1 ad An. 1004, we find that 
Brian-Boruma, king of Ireland, offered twenty ounces of gold on the altar of 
St. Patrick, in the cathedral church of Armagh. That Tirdelvac O'Connor, 
king of Ireland, An. 1 1 52, having obtained a great victory over the people 
of Munfter, received for the ranfom of their leader fixty ounces 01 gold. 
That An. 1 t§y y Maurice O Lcghlin, king of Ireland, upon the dedication of 
the church of Mellifont, gave likewife fixty ounces of gold to the monks of 
that houfe ; to whom Donat O Carrol, king of Ergal, founder of that church, 
gave alfo fixty ounces of gold ; and Dcrvorgilla, wife of Tierna O Ruark, as 
many". That An. 1161, Flahertach O Brolcan, Comorban of Columb-kill, 
having vifited the diocefs of Oflbry, there were collected there for him among 

exercentes, qui pecuniam fibi honor ifice qunrfive- rati font, ia feptcntrionalibus terris tantum auri 

runt. Tho. Bartholinus, de Antiq. Dan. p. 457. collefhim effe Ibid p. 458. 

Hafniss 1689. 0 Saxo Grammat. Hid. Dan. lib. 6. Tho. 

■ Pyracy was then looked upon as honourable ; Barthol p. 1 j. 
the king and lords of Denmark being often (on- t Hollingfbed, vol. a. p. $7« 
cerned in thofe expeditions. Ibid. cap. ii. & ix. * Ogygia. p. 433. 

• Piraticam fufceperunt, deque praxlonibut, qui ' Ibid. p. 434. ' Ibid. p. 433. 
agricolasft mercatores fpoliaverunt, magnas pe- 1 Ware's Antiq. Edit. 1704, p. 70, and by 

cunias cgerunt, 6c omnes qui hcc videbant admi- Harris, p. 204. « Ware's Antiq. p. 70. 

A 2 , the 
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A. D. the people four hundred and twenty ounces of pure filver w . And in a Latin 
*°°* manufcript copy of the gofpels *, we find this marginal note, that Moriertagh 
O Loghlin, king of Ireland, granted a parcel of land to the monaftery of Ard- 
braccan in perpetuity, at a yearly rent of three ounces of gold. From all 
which, fome have imagined, that there "Was no money ftruck in Ireland, be- 
fore the arrival of die Englifh. But probably thefe were particular cafes ; the 
gold and filver offered to churches might be for chalices, and other holy utenfils 
or ornaments ; and great payments were no doubt made by weight : So William 
the Conqueror allowed Edgar Atheling a pound weight of filver every day *. 
And by reafon perhaps of the lightnefs or fome of the then current money, 
people chofe to receive it ad fcalam ? by weight *. It appears for certain from 
a letter of Lancfranc archbilhop of Canterbury to Tirlagh, king of Ireland, 
/in. 1074, that money was then current in this kingdom, hnce the bifhops ufed 
to confer holy orders for money, which evil cuftom he adjures him to re- 
form \ 

I have, I fear, been too long in endeavouring to prove the early ufe of mo- 
ney and of mints in Ireland ; I fhall therefore proceed, and fpeak of the coins 
now extant, or mentioned by hiftorians, and only add that Keating b tells us, 
that mints were created at Armagh and Caftiel about the time of St. Patrick's 
entering upon his apoftlefiiip (in the fifth century) and that money was 
there coined for the iervice ot the ftatc. Another author * fays likewife, that 
Tirlagh O Connor, king of Ireland, erected a mint and had filver money 
ftruck at Clonmacnoife ; and that he bequeathed to the clergy of that place 
five hundred and 'forty ounces of gold, and forty marks of filver. 

Whether the monarch of Ireland only, or each petty king in his province 
or territory, did aJTume the power of ftriking money, doth not clearly appear 
from antient hiftory : But if the coins in my firft plate, taken from fir James 
Ware, and Camden, be Irilh, and Mr. Walker's notes on them admitted to be 
juft, we may well fuppofe that each prince in his kingdom, in imitation of 
the Anglo-Saxon kings in England, ftruck money of his own. To proceed. 

The coins Number 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17, in my firft plate, are taken -a 
from fir James Ware d , and, as he fays, were in the year 1639 found in great 
quantity, near Glendoloch, in the county of Wicklow but they were fo worn 
and defaced by age and ruft, that that learned antiquarian could not decypher 
them or make out their inferiptions. He thought indeed that, on Number 14 
of my firft plate (the fourth in the plate of coins of the laft edition of his works, 
vol. ii. p. 206.) he could obferve the date of the year, wherein that piece was 

* MS. annals of abby Boyle, Trin. Coll. Dublin, and that no pieces fhould pars, but fuch as were 
" MSS. college library, Dublin. round. Matt. Paris. Annals Waverly, ad An. Cit. 
» Speed's hift. of England, p. 504. ** Ware ut fupra. 

* Among many examples, I (hall give one : k Keating's Hift. p. 317. 
An. 1248, Hen. 111. the money was fo fhame- * CambreniU Ercnas,p. 85. 
folly clipped, that an order was iffued out, en- 4 Antiq. cap. 25. 
joining, that it fhould be taken only by weight, 

ftruck 



Digitized by Google 



AN ESSAY ON IRISH COINS. 

(truck, which he makes out 1115, But as no dates are found on the cur- 
rent coins of thefe kingdoms, before the year I5i3» when Henry VIII. had 
the year for the firft time ftruck on his teftcons coined at Tournay, the letters 
c. n. v. x. in the four angjes of the crofs, muft be read Crux *, which word is 
often feen on the coins ot Ethelred, and others of the Anglo-Saxon kings of 
England, and on fome of thofe of the kings of F r ance and Sweden. Num- 
ber 18, iq, 20 and 21, are taken from Camden's lad edition. " Thefe," fays 
Mr. Walker in Ills notes, * " feem to be of the antient Irifh kings, the only 
** ones that I ever faw the letters are very unufual, and difficult to be read 
" or underftood." The 18th (9th in Camden's fourth plate) he conjectures 
to be dida medino, the reverfe two hands in the oppofite fides of the crofs. 
TliC 19th (nth in Camden) that gentleman fays, he takes alfo to be of an 
Irifh prince by the word midini, which is likewife fecn on the 20th, (12th in 
his plate) and that therefore they icem to refer to Midia, now called Meath, 
one of the divifions of Ireland. 

The Pieces, Number 12, 22, 23 and 24, Plate I. Number 31, 32, 33, 36 
and 37, Plate II. and Number 162, 163, 164, 165, 166 and 167. Plate VIII. 
I have by me, but muft own, that the letters are fo defaced, or fo unufual, 
that I am not able to find out what they are, nor what prince they belong 
to; and as thefe letters appear to have been moftly ftrokes like fo many mu 
&c. I prefume that the inscriptions on thefe coins were written in that occult 
manner, called Ogham Craobb by the Irifh antiquarians f . From the armed 
head on Number 31,1 fhould affign it to Brian-Boruma, who, as he was a great 
warriors, might very properly be reprefented in armour on his coins. All I 
can lay is, that the croffes reprefented on them ftiew, that they were ftruck 
fince chriftianity was introduced into Ireland. And their rude and coarfe 
make denotes them to be very antient, and that they were current here long 
before the arrival of the Englilh, and fome of them perhaps before the Danes 
were well fettled here : for by comparing Number 24, 20, 35 and 36, with the 
reft, it will appear that the Irifh, from their intercourfe with the Danes, were 
much improved in the manner of ftriking their money. 

Number 30, Plate II. feems to belong to one Donald, king of Monaghan. 
it bears that prince's head, crowned, with this .infeription, + dimn. roex. 
mnechi. which I read Domnaldus Rex Mnegin y in Englilh Monaghan; reverfe 
a crofs crcfccnt, with this Epigraphe + odivlfeoimrviri, which, I con- 
fefs, I do not underftand ; it weighs nineteen grains. Were this coin lefs re- 
fembling thofe of Sithric, and had it that rude and coarfe ftamp, which ap- 
pears on thofe of a much older date, 1 fhould take it to be of Domhnon, 
prince of the Magnaii y whence Irrofdomhnon, a territory in the province of 
Connaught, now part of the county of Mayo, was fo called ; and it is very 
probable, that that part of Connaught was called Mnegni or Mneghi in Irifh, 
and its Inhabitants, from thence, Magnet* by Ptolomy. 

* The perfon who engraved fir James Ware'* plate, probably miflook the Greek n for the Saxon % '. 
• Camden, voL i. p. 196. Load. 171a. ' Ware** Antiq. 1704, p. 19, to. ■ Ibid. p. 63. 

Number 
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Tvardj. Number 34 reprefents a king's head crowned, with this infeription, >f» if ar < s 4 
A.D. 87a. r w ^yflu, foams Rex DyflUn. [I have fupplied here the letters e. x. worn out 
in RtXy and the ^ in Dyffhn] reverfe a crols crefcent, with what Mr. Walker 
calls a hand, in two of the oppofite quarters of the crofs, and an epigraphe, 
which I am not able to read. This, very probably, is die prince, who, fir 
James Ware h fays, is called in the lrifli annals, King of the Normans of all 
Irelandy and who died in 872. This piece weighs fifteen grains. 
Sithmc That the Danifh kings of Ireland (truck money here, is now paft all man- 
A.D. 989. nc f of doubt. I have fome very fair and well preferved coins of Sithric, 
king of Dublin, which have on one fide his head crowned, and on the other a 
crols terminating in a crefcent, the inferiptions on either fide, being different. 
Number 1, Plate I. has on the head fide this epigraphe, + sihtrc rex dyfli. -*• 
Sitbricus^ Rex Dyflin-, reverie, + leofpmieniolvni. Leofpmien, Monetorius 
Luni> the minter's name, with that perhaps of the place where ftruck. Num- 
ber 2, has * sihtrc rex dyflni, the n is here put before the 1, Sitbricus rex ^ 
Dyflin \ reverfe, 4* sonmeds.nom.n. Sonmeds Monet 'arius Normanorum ; the 
word mon Monetorius * being written backwards. Number 3, .+ sihtrc 
rex dyni, Sitbricus Rex Dyflin. the f and l are here omitted through the 
ignorance of the engravers of thofe rude ages; reverfe, + eiremion. 
mdlhr ; Eiremion Monetorius Dyfli nierftum Normanorum. Number 4, ffc 
sihtrc rex dyflnin. Sitbricus Rex Dyflinienfium Normancrum t king of the 
Nordmen of Dublin 1 -, reverfe, + byrntiod mo rivt, Byrntiodb Mo- 
netorius Rini. What place in the fmall Kingdom of Dublin Rini was, is 
hard to guefs, uniefs it be Raheny in Fingall, which from the Norwegians 
took its name of Finn-Gall, the white foreigners f. Number 5, taken from -f 
the earl of Pembroke's collection, has on one fide, sihtrc rex dyfli, Sitbri- 
cus Rex Dyflin; reverfe, si 1 fern mo dyfli, Sufern Monetorius Dyfiin. Num- 
ber 6, sihtrc rex dyfln, Sitbricus Rex Dyflin \ reverfe, foreman mo dy- * 
fli, Foreman Monetorius Dyflin. Number 25, Plate II. taken from KeddeVs - 
collection of Irifh coins, has * sihtrc rex dyflnm, Sitbricus Rex Dyflinien- 

k Oeygia, they were obliged to (lamp their name, or Tome 

• The MomttarU were not the common work- private mark on the monies of their respective 

men or artificers employed in (biking the coios, coinage. 

as fome have imagined. They were the farmer* 1 " The Danes and Norwegians, who Cub- 

of the mint, who gave fo much a year to the " dued a great part of Ireland, were fome time 

prince for the fole privilege of coining in a city " called Normans, as denoting men of the north, 

or town. Thus in the book of Aatutes of Charles " lometimes Oftmans, to denote men of the 

the bald, Gofninus, brother to the caftellane of " eaft." Ware's antiquities, p. 19. Edit. 1704. 

Tournay is called Mtnttarim, becaufe he was But, as I apprehend, Nordmen Signified the 

d-mimut montt* 1 Ttrnaeinth, which muft imply Norway-men, or men of the Nord, and are fo 

mafter or farmer, and not lord of the mint of called in the Danifli annals, and Oilmen fignified 

Tonrnay , for the mint or right of coining mo- the Danes. 

ney did then belong to the bifliop of that place. + Gall, or Gealta, in lrifli, more properly fig- 

And as thefe farmers or mint-mafters were an- ni6es the Gauls or Celtes, who very probably fent 

fweraW^for the weightand purity of ,h ^ m °- Colonies_into thu IOand, whence the word Gall 

Jium 
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Jtum Normanorum ; reverfe, Hr* ciodman mo lVni, Ciodbman Monetarius Luni. Si-rune* 
^ TJiis lait word, as in Number i, was probably the name of fome fmall town A *^' 9*9' 
in the kingdom of Dublin, perhaps the ifland of Lambay, formerly called Lim- 
ni t» and in procefs of time Lini and Luni, where (till arc the remains 
of an oldcaftle, faid to be built by the Danes. The Anglo-Saxon kings in 
England had a roint in aknoft every town of their refpec\ive kingdoms, in 
imitation whereof, the kings of Dublin had very probably the like. Num- 
x ber 26 is very different from the coins before described, and feems rather to 
belong to fome other prince of that name. By the drefs of the head, one 
would think that it was (truck about the time of Edward the Elder, king 
of England, whofe coins it pretty much refembles, and who died in 925, hav- 
ing reigned twenty years. And, I find in Ware's annals k one Sithric chief 
of the Danes, who, in 916, defeated the army of Ailill king of Leinfter. To 
this prince therefore might this coin very probably belong. It has on one 
fide a king's head with a kind of cap or tiara tied with a diadem, from which 
hang two pearls, and this legend + sihtrc rex dyflnr, Sitbricus Rex Dyfli- 
nienfium Normanorum \ reverfe, a fmall crofs in the center of a circle, and 
*£> alfeln mo dyflimo, Aefeln Monet* Dyflinienfis Monetarius, mailer of the 
■*■ mint of Dublin. Number 27 is alfo different from the reft, the head being 
crowned with a fmall crown flcuric, in a kind of treflure of four femicircles, 
with this epigraphe, + sihtrc rex dyflno, Sitbricus Rex Dyflinienfium Nor- 
manorum i reverfe, stele nmonond, Stele n Monetarius on Dyflin\ on, being 

x here inftead of in. Number 28,4. Si htrhi*d yfln. Sitricus Rex Dyflin. The 
two firft letters S. I. are worn out and the word rex alfo partly defaced} reverfe, 
>f> ihiriehito . . . m. It appears plainly, that thefe coins were ftruck by 

v- a prince of Dublin, and from Number 6, coined by Foreman, that they may, 
for the mod part, if not all, be afcribed to Sithric, the third of that name, king 
of Dublin, who, according to fir James Ware \ began to reign about the year 
989. For I have a coin o( Ethelred II. king of England, (the like of which, ETa«t. 
is in the collection of the earl of Pembroke, and in that of the late Dr. Gilbert, *« D - 
in Trinity-college, Dublin) (truck in Dublin, by the fame Foreman. It has 
on one fide, that prince's head crowned, and this infeription, »J* /edelred rex 
amglo, Etbelred Rex Anglorum } reverfe, a crofs crefcent, and + foreman 
mo dyfli, Foreman Monetarius Dyjlin. See Plate I. Numb. 6. This prince 
afcended the throne of England in 079, and died in 1016 m . And Sithric, 
fon of Aulaf, or Anlaf, fucceeded his brother Glumain, or Gluniarand, in 989, 
and died in 1029, ' n wa Y on a pilgrimage to Rome ■ ; they were therefore 
cotemporarics. Another coin of Ethelred, (Number 29, Plate II) has like- 
wife his head crowned, and this legend, 4f jEdelred rex anclo, Etbelred 
Rex Anglorum\ reverfe, a crofs crefcent, and >fr f^nemnmodyfli, Fenem 
Normanorum Monenarius Dyflin, or Normanorum Dyflinienfium Monenatarius. 

% Ware's antiq. by Harris, p. 41. ■ Saxon annals, Huntingdon, lib. 5. B/omp- 

k Ware's antiq edit. 1704, p. 61. ton, p. 877. Malmfb. p. 78. 

1 Antiq. p. 63. Edit. 1704. • Ware, utfupra. 

How 



r 
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8 AN ESSAY ON IRISH COINS. 

Ethil- How thefe coins of Ethelrcd of England happened to be ftruck in Dublin,' 
a" D 8 k ems fur P rifin g * and to account for it, we muft have recourfe to his father 
' 9 9 ' king Edgar's charter, mentioned by Ware and Flaherty, though looked upon 
by others as fpurious, and a trick of the Monks " Godfrid", fays fir 
James Ware p, *' reigned in Dublin (An. 962). About this time Edgar, king 
'* of England, fubdued a great part of Ireland, and particularly the city of 
** Dublin, as appears by his charter of Ofwald's law for depriving of mar- 
" ried priefts, and introducing monks, dated at Gloucefter, in the year 066, 
" indi&ion VIII, and of his reign 6." The preface to which charter, I have 
r liere inlerted in the notes *. 

If, as it appears from this charter, Edgar conquered the kingdom and city 
of Dublin, and a great part of Ireland, he did, one may realbnably fuppofe, 
lay fome kind of tribute on the vanquifhed princes of this ifland, and obliged 
them to ftrike in his name and with his effigies, and that of his fucceflbrs, the 
money fo to be paid to him and them for the faid tribute. And as Ethelred 
fucceeded his brother Edward, three years only after the death of their father 
Edgar, it is very probable that thefe coins were ftruck as part of that tri- 
bute, and as an acknowledgment of his dominion and right of proteclorfhip 
over the kingdom of Dublin \ which probably continued no longer, than while 
he was able to defend himfelf againft the Danes, who invaded his own king- 
dom. 

Mr. Thorefby, in the fourth plate of Anglo-Saxon coins in Camden, gives 
us a piece of Edgar's, Number 24, which (lands Number 8 in my firft plate. 
It has this infeription, >j« eadoar rex Edgar Rex\ revcrfe, dyrmod mo- 
ne, Dyrmod Moneiaritts. And in his notes on the coins of this table, he fays, 
" that this piece, being found in digging among fome antient ruins in Dublin, 

V • «• Bat tho' this king Edgar was certainly " granted, together with the kingdom of Eng- 

" *very great and heroic prince, yet queftion- " land, all the kingdoms of the ifland j of the 

" lets that charter, which make* him to have " ocean, with their fierce kings, as far as Nor- 

" fubdued the grcatcit part of Ireland, with the " way, and a great part of Ireland, with its mod 

" city of Dublin, is fictitious, and nothing but " noble city of Dublin, all which by the divine 

*• a piece of monkilh forgery." Tyrrel't hift. providence 1 have fubdued." Ware's antiq. p. 1 4. 

of Engl. vol. I. book vi. p. 1 z. Lond. 1 698. VfOCmium Edgari diplomatis. quod habetur inter 

?f C * anlK I - P 3*. . . — , , . , Wicorncnfis ccclefuT monuments, eiufque cx- 

* " By the eracc of almighty God, king of °i _ - . _ • , ^ 1 

' I ."* , rt j *i 1 ni i- e emplum inter archiva rc^ia l.o.ndini in arce al- 

" kings, and lord of lords, 1 Edgar, king of {er ^ itUT 5 

•' England and of all tbc kings . of the iflands ^titonantis Dei ^jfl^ deroentia. &c 



round about Britain, and of the nations in- 
cluded in it, lord and emperor, give thanks 



Ogygia, p. 39. 



" to the omnipotent god, my king, who has * " It is to be obferved, that the eaflerlings 

'* lo enlarged my empire, and extended it above " were the firft founders of the four principal 

• the kingdom of my fathers, who though they " cities of Ireland, i/i*. Dublin, Waterford, 

" enjoyed the monarchy of all England from the " Cork and Limerick, and of the other fea-port 

" time of Athclftan. who firft of all the kings of *' towns in the kingdom. Thefe cities and towns 

" England, fubdued aU the inhabitants of Bri- " were under the protection of Edgar, and Ed- 

" tain; yet none attempted to enlarge the bounds " ward the confeifor." Davis's report of roixt 

" of it; but to me the divine providence has monies, p. 23. 

« was 
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«« was fent him, as an Irifh coin, Dermot, the minter's name, being fami- Etkii- 
" liarly known to thofe that are converfant in the Irifh annals." If this coin * E !^ 
be admitted to be Irifh, Dermot, here mentioned, was perhaps one of the g ' 
(Regttli) petty-kings of Ireland, (probably of Leinfter,) whom Edgar had fub- 
dued, and on whom he had impofed a tribute > and not a common coiner, 
or mint-mafter. I mould therefore choofe to read this infeription, Dermodii Mo- 
neta, inftead of Dermodius Monetarius. 

I have among my Anglo-Saxon coins, a piece of Edred, king of England, 
{An. 948) with this infeription, + eadred rex. and on the reverie, + dyr- 
mod m. Dermod Monetarius. See Number 9, Plate I. If, becaufe the name 
of Dermod is found on fome of Edgar's coins, we receive them as Irifh, we 
have the fame reafon to admit this of Edred, as fbruck in Ireland, by fome 
of its petty- kings fubdued by that prince : if fo, Edgar was not the firft of 
the kings of England, that attempted the conqueft of Ireland. And, indeed, 
we find in Bedc r , that Egfrid, king of Northumberland, in the year 684, fent 
his general Bcrthus, who invaded this country. 

Number 10, Plate I. is taken from fir James Ware*, who gives it as of Aula p. 
Anlaf, king of Dublin, by fome, fays he, called king of Ireland. And al- A D- 
though fome late antiquarians have afcribed this piece to Anlaf, king of North- lo * 9 ' 
umberland •, yet I muft beg leave to join in opinion with our learned knight 
in giving it to Anlaf, of Dublin. It has on one fide a figure refembline three 
fhields, and this infeription, HH anlaf cvnvnc... Anlaf king .... The let- 
ters that followed were I fuppofe fo defaced, that they could not be read. 
The reverfe has a church, and this legend, farhan honeta, which fome read, 
Faman Monet a, whence they conceit that it was ftruck at Farne-ifland, or 
at Landisfame, in England. The letter h, which they take for an n in one 
word, and for an m m the other, I read m in both, Thus, Faman, or Fare- 
man Monetarius \ and as " it appears by an inqnifition * taken in the fixth 
" year of Richard III. An. 1383, and ftill extant in the archives of Chrift- 
'* church, Dublin, that the faid church, faid to be built by Sitricus, An. 
** 1038, was founded and endowed, time out of mind, and long before the 
" conqueft of Ireland :" And as the black-book of that church afcribes the foun- 
dation of it to Sithric, fon of Anlaf,. king of the Oft- men of Dublin ■ \ we may 
very reafonably fuppofe that Sithric, whofe coins we have produced, was the 
fon of Anlaf, who died in the ifland of Hy in 981 * j that he was the Perfon, 
who, according to the black-book, gave the ground for the building of that 
church •, and that it was begun, and perhaps endowed, by his fan Anlaf, who 
was killed m England, on his way to Rome, in 1035 and the building per- 
fected in 1038, by his fon Sithric the IVth. If fo, this prince might have had 
a church rcprefenred on his coins ; and thefe might likewife have been ftruck by 

' Egfridus rex Nordanhymbrorum miflb in Hy- ' Ware by Harris, p. 30 1 . 
berotam cum exercitu duce Bertho, vailavit mifctc * Ibid. 

gentem. Bedc lib. 4. cap. xxvi. p. 1 j 1 . Bafil 1 563 . " Ware** antiq. 1 704. cb. xxiv. 
• Ware's antiq. ch. xxv. p. 71. Edit. 1704. " Ibid. J Ibid. 

B Foreman 
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Anlaf. Faereman, who was his father's mint-mafter, and might have lived fifteen years 
A - D - in the fervice of thefe two princes, as there pafled but nine years between the 
,02 9- death of the one and the other. 

I have another coin of one Anlaf, Number 1 1 , Plate I. with this infcrip- 
tion, * anlaf rex a. which I at firft took for Rex AngU* ; but finding on 
fome of my Anglo-Saxon coins, Eadred Rex o, Eadred Rex e, Eadred Rex s, 
Edwig Rex m, I take thcfe letters a, o, e, s, and m, to be fo many privy 
or mint marks, and therefore think that this coin belongs to Anlaf, one of 
theDanifli kings of Waterfbrd; for fo I read the word wadter on the re- 
verie of this well-preferved piece, which weighs i y± grains. 

I /hall here fubjoin the weight of fuch of the then current coins as I have 
in my pofleflion, viz. 



No. 



. i Plate I. 22Tgrs.N0.22 Plate I. 14-igrs. No. 36 Plate II. n T grs. 

2 ditto 2i T 23 ditto i6 T 37 ditto 13I 

3 ditto 22 28 Plate IL 16 162 Plate VIII. 

4 ditto 22 T 30 ditto 19 163 ditto 13? 

6 ditto 23* 31 ditto ioi 164 ditto i2 T 

7 ditto 23 32 ditto 144 165 ditto i2 T 
9 ditto 25 33 ditto ioi 166 ditto n T 

11 ditto iyi 34 ditto 15 167 ditto i4 T 

12 ditto i4 T 35 ditto n T 

Thefe pieces were (truck, and in all probability pafled for Pennies. And from 
the difference in the refpeftive weight of each of them, we may obferve the ne- 
ccflity of paying and receiving money in thofe times,, by the fcale, and the 
reafon why mention is fo often made in our hiftorians, of gold and filver 
being paid ad fcaJam x or by the ounce. 
Haw. II. I am now come to the time of the arrival of the Englifli in this ifland, 
A- under Henry II. who, having been invited over * by Dermod Mac Murrogh, 
"7 2 - king of Leinfter, landed in diis kingdom in the feventeenth year of his reign, 
fettled colonies in different parts of it, and, by degrees, introduced therein 
the laws and cuftoms of England. I do not find, that he had any money 
(buck in Ireland yet, " to the end that he might eafily obtain the pope's 
" good will, for his entering upon Ireland, he voluntarily offered unto 
" him, the payment of a yearly penfion of one penny out of every houfe 
** in the country, which was the firft ecclefialticaf tribute, that ever came 
" into the pope's coffers from Ireland fc ." But whether thefe pennies were 
coined in this kingdom or not, is not mentioned in my author. It is how- 
ever very probable, that this prince, after having fubdued the ifland, and ob- 
liged its petty-kings to do him homage,and fwcar fealty % did aflume the rc- 

1 Maw. Regan bid. in Hibemica, p. 3. p. 83. Dublin, 1739. 

k Primate Uincr's religion of (be antient Iriib, < Rog. Hovedca ad J*. 1171. 

gal 
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gal power and prerogative of having money ftruck with his name and Hi*, n. 
effigies, as Ethefred had done before and the more fo, as there were already A - D - 
mints in Dublin, and probably in other places. And hiftorians mentioning lo U71 ' 
exprefly, that king John, his fucceflbr, was the firft, who had money ftruck 
here of the fame ftandard with that of England, feems to hint that Henry 
had had money coined here of a different ftandard. I have not had the good 
fortune, as yet, to meet with any of this prince's coins ftruck here, nor records 
that mention any fuch j we muft therefore leave it to future enquirers, and 
come to, 

John, earl of Morton and Duke of Cornwal, born in u 66, who was I 0H * 
the fourth fon of Henry II. The king, when this young prince was in his D * 
twelfth year, made him lord of Ireland, and fent him over d . John ac- 7 
cordtngly entered upon the power, by enacting laws, granting charters, and 
coining money. Of this we have his half-penny, having on one fide his head 
full-faced, with a diadem, or crown of five pearls, and this infeription, iohak- 
kes dom. Johannes Dominus, and on the reverie, a double crofs, with a pellet, 
or annulet in each quarter, and for inicription, fome have (the minter's name) 

Hf« RODBERD ON D1V. WDW,- + TOM AS ON DIV. + NORMAN ON DIV. 

for Divclin, Dublin. Others have + wilelm on wa. — alexand on wa. 
for Waterford. See Plate II. Numb. 38, 30, 40, 41 and 42. Thefe half- 
pennies weigh from 10 to ioi grains, and by wearing have loft from half a 
grain to one grain from their original weight, eleven grains, the ftandard of 
the Englifti half-pennies. 

This prince continued lord of Ireland during the life of his father, and of 
his brother Richard I. after whofe death he fucceeded to the crown of Eng- 
land, being then thirty-three years old, and joined to his tide of king of Eng- 
land, that of lord of Ireland, in confequencc whereof he altered the ftamp of 
his Irifti monies. He was the firft, it is faid, who called in the Eafterlings, 
to reduce the money to its due finenefs, whence, it is thought, it had the 
name fterling. But it appears from feveral hiftorians, that the word fterling was 
in ufe long before. Some think it was firft introduced in the time of Ofbright, 
one of the Saxon kings of England, about one hundred and fixxy years be- 
fore the Norman conqueft e . Ordericus Vitalis f often mentions Nummi Sle- 
riUnjeSi fterling money, particularly in a charter of William the conqueror, 
to the abbey of Utica, Fanum Sanfli Ebrulphi^ St. Evroul, in Normandy. We 
find likewile mention made of pennies fterling, in the time of Henry I. «, of 1199. 
Henry II. h , of Richard I. l , and in an anticnt regiftry, formerly belonging to 
St. Thomas's abbey, near Dublin, we find thefe words k . " For this grant, 

4 Johannes Alius regis, de dono patrisdominus h Le Blanc traite des monnoyes de France, p. 

Hibernbe, venit in Hiberoiam, anno xtatis fuse 15 3. Amft, 1692. Spelman ut funra. Camden's 

duodecimo. Selden tit. hon. p. 38. Lond. 1672. remains, chap, money. Lond. 1614. 

• Davis's reports, p. 2$. 1 Roger Hovedcn, in Ric. 1. p. 377, Lond. 

* Ware's antiq. by Harris, p joy. 159/1. 
verb Baling. \ Ware's aatiq. by Harris, p. 207. 

B 2 "the 
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John " the faid Roger has given to us an ounce of gold, to be expended on the 
A. D. «*. repairs 0 f the walk ot the city, and twenty (hillings of fterlings, when we 
ll 99' « f cnt over rneflengers to our lord, earl John, to tranfaft the affairs of the 
" city." Here the word fterling is made ufe of before John was king, when 
lord of Ireland, and earl of Morton only, and before he could havefcrought 
over the Eafterlings into England. Thefe inftanccs may fumce to (hew the 
anbautty of the word fterling, whereby is meant the purity of the Englim 
ftandard for filver, probably derived from two Saxon words, ftetr, ftandaid, 
rule, and all % or ailing, noble, — -fteoraUing^ the noble, or royal ftandard. Be 
it as it may, king John was the firft who ordered monies to be coined in Ire- 
land of the fame weight and finenefs with thofe of England. 
1210. This prince came over again, in the eleventh year of his reign 1 , and ap- 
pointed John de Grey, bilhop of Norwich, lord juftice of Ireland, who, by 
his- dire£bon, caufed pennies, half-pennies and farthings, to be coined of the fame 
ftandard with that of the coin or England, which were to pafs equally current 
1217. in both kingdoms. In 121 7 money was likewife ftruck in this country, and 
probably of the fame weight and finenefs. " The prefent ftandard ot Eng- 
*« land m , of eleven ounces two penny-weight fine to eighteen penny-weight 
" allay, is called in the okiefl accounts of the mint extant, the old ftandard, or 
" the ftandard of the old Sterlings, and it is probable that thefe pennies were 
** of that ftandard, and that the pound of the Tower," (eleven ounces four 
grains, being fixteen grains lighter than the pound troy) " of fuch ftan- 
*' dard of filver, was tKen cut into two hundred and forty of thefe pennies % 
•* whence it will be found that the weight of the penny was twenty-two troy 
** grains and a half ; and that the intrinfic value of twenty /hillings, or of 
" two hundred and forty fuch pennies, of full weight, was the lame as the 
" value of fifty-eight millings, and one penny, half-penny, of the prefent 
'* Englim coined money;" or three pounds, two millings, and ten pence 
farthing, Irifti currency, So that the- penny of that time would, therefore, 
be now worth three pence half farthing. 

This prince is reprcfented on his pennies and half-pennies, in a triangle, 
with his head full-faced, crowned with a crown fleurie, and holding in his 
right-hand a fcepter with a crofs fleurie, and having on the left fide a rofe 
of four leaves, with this infeription, + iohannes rex. reverie, in the like 
triangle, a crefcent, and a blazing ftar, with three fmaller ftars in the angles, 

' Eodem anno rex Anglonim Johannes pro- 1704. Stowe's annals, p. 168. Lond. 1631. Hol- 
feltus'eft in Hybcrniam, prxfecerat autem ibi- lingOied, p. 174. 

dem Johanncm de Grey, epifcopum Norwicen- '» Manin Follies'* uble of Engliftj coins, p. 5. 
fern jufticiarium ; qui denarium tcrne illius, ad Lond. 174;. 

pondus numifmat s Anglise feccrat fabricari : tc ■ At firft the denier fterling was the twentieth 
tam obolutn quam quadrantem rotondon fieri part of the ounce, chat it, an ounce was cut into 
prarcipit. Juflit quoque rex, ot rllius monrtc ufut twenty denieri fteriing j twelve ounces made the 
tam in Anglii, quam in Hibernia communis ab pound. Compofit, raeofur. Edw. I. p. 133. R»« 
omnibus haberrtur. Math. Paris, ad an. 12 10, p. rial of weights and meafures. 
230. Lond. 1640. Waro's annals, p. 43. edit. 

each 

s 
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each point of the triangle terminating in a crof3 patee, and the like croft on Jo«» 
each fide above the legend, 4* Roberd oh dive. — 4* willem on div. for 
Divelin, ok wa. for Waterfbrd, on lime, for Limerick. The half-pennies are tti7 ' 
like the pennies, but inftead of the blazing ftar, have a crofe with the crefcent. 
The farthings have likewife, an one fide, hi* head full faced with a crown fleuric, 
within a triangle, but want the fbepter and the role, and have a fmall ftar in 
each angle, with this epigraphe, willem on. reverie the blazing ftar in a trian- 
gle, and round it, Johannes dw. Divelin. Such of thefe pennies,. as I have 
tried, weigh from twenty to twenty-one grains and a half ; the half-pennies, 
from ten to ten grains three quarters. See Plate IL Numb. 43, 44, 45, 46. 

The triangle on thefe, and the following coins of Henry HI, Edward I, Ed- 
ward II, and Edward III, bifhop Nicholfon fays °, was intended to reprefent 
the Irifh harp ; but as I find the like triangle, on the coins of Biorno, king of 
Sweden, An. 818 •, of Charles the ample, An. 893, of Philip the fair, An. 
1286, and of Charles the fair, An. 1322, kings of France p , of Eric, An. 
1232, of Abel, An. 1250, kings of Denmark, and of Peter, king of Por- 
tugal, An. 1377 1 •, we may more probably fuppofc, that as John was the 
firft, that ordered his Irilh money to be made of the fame weight and ftandard 
with his Englifh, and to be equally current in both kingdoms, yet, as the 
heads of the kings were inclofed in a circle on their Englilh monies, fo, for 
diftinction fake, he ordered his head to be reprefented in a triangle on his Iri/h 
coins. From this triangle perhaps proceeded the arms of Ireland— the harp, 
which we do not find reprefented on any of the antient Iri/h coins extant, ex- 
cept it be, what has been taken for a hand, which, I rauft own, I think is 
more like a harp, efpecially as it appears on one of my coins, Plate II. 
Numb. 37. 

Henry III. fucceeded his father John in the tenth year of his age > and in h™. m. 
the thirry-firft of his reign, 1247, he ordered * ftamps to be graven, of a new A. D. 
incifion or cut, and to be fent to Canterbury, Divelin, and other places, 1216 
forbidding the ufe of any other (lamp, than that ufed at the exchange or 
mint of London. And in his mirty-fifth year, he caufed • pennies and halt-pen- i» 5 i. 
nies to be (truck in Ireland, in order, it is thought, to pay the large and fre- 
quent fubfidies, then demanded of that kingdom, by Pope Innocent IV *. Thefe 

coins 

* Iriih hift. lib. p. 1 59. 1 " Eifdemque diebus miflui eft in Hiberni- 

* El. Breaner, thef. nam Saeo-Gothorom, n am magifter johannet Rufni ad pccuniam 
p. }. Holmise 1 7 3 1 . " colligendara cum potefbuis plenitudine, quafi 



» Le Blanc, traite de« monAoyes de France. " legatas ; memoracus igitur Johannes tam vigi- 

* Tho. Broder Birche od, fpecim. antiq. rei " leuer mandato paptli tt fuse indolfit utilitati 
roonet. Dan. p. 79, 95, 98. Hafnix, 1701. Al- " & lucro, ut fcx millia marcarum ab Htbernii 
terunr latus triangularem oftendit figuram, quana" " extorfit." Matt. Paris, p. 631. Lond. 1684. 
ctiam ambient tres Ktene, aix. ibid p. 95. Matt. Weftm. p 33$. Francf. 1601. Such de- 

' Stowe's annals, p. 187. Lond. 1631. mands were at that time very frequent from 

* 1 Rot. clauf. 36 Hen. III. Rymer, torn. i. the Popes, in order to carry on their own 
p. 46a. edit. Lond, wars againft emperor Frederick and the king of 
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Hi*. III. coins have that prince's head crowned, in a triangle, holding in his right hand 
A. D. a f C epter with a crofc flcurie, and having on the left fide a rofc of four and of 
" 5I * five leaves, with this epigraphe, henricus rex in. reverie, a double crofs 
with three pellets in each quarter, and ricard on dive.— davi. on. deve- 
lin. See Plate II. Numb. 47, 48, 49. Wha» I have feen of the beft pre- 
ferved of thefe pennies weigh twenty and twenty grains and a half, the half- 
pennies from nine and a half to ten grains. 
1254. In the thirty-eighth year of his reign, he made a grant of Ireland 0 to his 
eldeft fon, prince Edward, as appears from the patent, and from a letter w 
of pope Alexander, of 1 5 kal. May, 1 260, to the faid prince, wherein he 
ftiles him lord of Ireland. Whether that prince coined any money here during 
low. I. his father's life is very uncertain : but at his acceflion to the crown, he found 
A * D< his treafury empty, and the current coin of the kingdom in a very bad condi- 
,27 ** tion j his abfence of near two years after his father's death having fo encou- 
raged the clippers and importers of bafe money, that little elfe was to be feen 
in either kingdoms j five or fix different forts of bafe and mixed money being 
privately imported into England and Ireland, and uttered for fterlings, (pen- 
nies) though not worth above one half-penny *. To remedy this evil, and 
for reftoring the coin to its antient purity, this prince, to his immortal ho- 
nour, eftabUmed a certain ftandard, as appears from an old regifter book of 
the abbey of St. Edmund's bury *, which was thus ordered by Gregory Rock- 
ley, then mayor of London, and mailer of the mint ; that in a pound of 
money, containing twelve ounces, there mould be eleven ounces two pence 
farthing of pure leaf filver, commonly called filver of Gutheron-lane, and 
feventeen pence half-penny farthing allay * the faid pound to weigh twenty 
millings and three pence in account ; the ounce, twenty pence, every penny, 
• 275. twenty-four grains and a half. According to which, the mints in Ireland were 
alfo regulated, as appears from the account of Donald and Andrew Sperdfholt, 
mailers of the king's exchange in Dublin * ; and a new kind of money was or- 
dered to be (truck here under the government of Stephen de Fulborn, bifhop of 
1179. Waterford, lord deputy of Ireland • •, which, according to fir James Ware b , 

Arragon. M- Paris, ad An- 1240. Petros defu- " Rymer, vol. i. part :. p. 187. Dutch edit. 
pino pope Gregory's nuntio carried out of Ire- " Rymer, ibidem. 2d part. 



land 1 500 Marks * Lownds, p. 6. Camden's remains, ch. mo- 

1 247. Johannes Rufus as above 6000 ney. Hollingflied, ad Am. i 300. 

7 {00 * Camden, utfupra. 

which make of our prefent currency, £ 16250 * By eleven ounces two pence farthing we are 

fterling. " The clergy of Ireland, fays fir James to underfland, eleven ounces wo penny-weight 

" Ware, (annals, p. 46. edit. 1704) fent I rim f« grains of filver ; and by feventeen pence half 

" curies after their money, for they were driven penny farthing of allay, feventeen penny weight 

" it the worft, to fell unto their mcrcilefs mer- grains. 

" chants (the nuncio's) their cows, hackneys, * 1 R<*- Turr. Birm. 9. ioEdw. 1. 

«' caddoes, and aqua- vita;, to make prefent pay- * Camden's annal. Hib. Info hi ft. lib. p. 160. 

" mcnts, and were driven in that extremity, to Davis's reports, p. 21. 

« pawn and fell their cups, chalices, copes, altar b Annal. Hib. p. 59. edit 1704. 

** cloathc* and veilments." 

were 
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were groats, at four-pence, half-pence and farthings, and to be current through Sow 
England and Ireland. 

The twenty-ninth of his reign, the bafe and mixed monies, called Croc- * 
cards and Pollards c , . were, by the king's proclamation, decrycd here as the 
importing of them had been prohibited in England on forfeiture of life and 
goods *. This proclamation was tranfmitted hither, and is ftill extant in the 
red-book of the exchequer, Dublin f . About this time, the circulation of fo 
much defaced and mixed money being flopped, four new furnaces were erected 
in the mint of Dublin, to fupply the great demand for good money ; and 
Alexander Norman de Luic was conflituted mafter of the coiners. Four ,j 0 
years after «, " William de Wymundham, controuler of the king's exchange 
" in England, by command from the bifhop of Bath and Wells, the king's 
" treafurer, fent to fir William de EfTenden treafurer of Ireland, twenty-four 
(lamps for coining money there, viz. three piles with fix croflcs ,for 
pennies •, three piles with fix crones for half-pennies, and two piles with four 
" erodes for farthings h . And thefe he fent by John le Minor, Thomas 
*' Dowle, and John de Shordich, clerks, members of the company of minters 
** at London, to be by them ufed in the coinage of money. And an exprefs 
** entry is made, before what witnefles the faid ftamps were delivered" 

The pennies and half-pennies, flruck in this reign, have the king's head in 
a triangle, full-faced, and crowned with a crown fleurie, but want the fcepter, 
which, from this time is not feen on the Irifh coins. They bear this inferip- 
tion, »i< edw. r. anc. dns hyb. reverfe, the crofs and three pellets in 
each quarter, and round it civitas dvblinie.— -civitas waterford.— 
civitas corcacie, Corkc, and according to fir James Ware k , villa pon- 
taka, Drogheda. See Plate II. Numb. 50, 51 and 52. The befl preferved 
of thefe pennies, that I have feen, weigh twenty-two grains, the half-pennies 
from ten to ten grains and a half. I have not had die good fortune to meet 
with any of the farthings. 

This prince was the firfl, who, on his Irifh coins, added to his tide of Rex 
Angti*, that of Dominus HibernU, and, inflead of the minter's name, ordered 

* Thefe Croccardt, Pollards, and other fo- 1 Ware's antiq. by Harris, p. 209. 

reign coins, called Mitres, Lionines. Rofaries, 1 Lib. Rob. Scacc. Dublin. Davis's reports, 

Roianincs, Eagles, &t from the Damp or figures p. 26. 

impreffed on them, were privately brought from h In the old way of coining with the hammer, 

France, and other parts beyond the feas, and ut- before the mill and fcrew were invented, two 

tered here for pennies, though not worth half a kinds of punchions were in ufe ; one called the 

penny; they were, according to Hollinglhed crofs, whereon was engraven the head of the 



chron. Eng. ad An. 1 300) made of a mixture of prince, and was fo called becaufc antiently a croft 

filver, copper and fulphur. was flampt on coins inftead of a head ; the other, 

4 Rex Edwardus damnavit tn one tarn furrepti- called pile, contained the arms, crofs, or ibme 

tiam Sc il legit imam quam Pollardos Sc Croccar- other figure and infeription to be flruck on the 

dos five Rofanos nominabant. Annal. anonim. reverie of the coin.', 
bibliot. Cotton. No. 16. Camden, ann. Hib. 1 Ware's antiq. by Harris, p. 209. 
jt*. 1300 DaviVs reports p. 21 k Ware's antiq. p. 73. edit. 170+. 

• Stat, de falfa mooeci, 27 Edw. I. 

he 
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Bow. I. the name of the city, where the coin was itruck, to be ftamped on its reverfe. 

A - D - He is likewife faid 1 to have been the firft; that coined round half-pennies and 
1504 farthings ; but his having been the firft that abfolutely forbad the ufe of broken " 
or clipped money might have milled fome hiftorians,. and occafioned * this 
report/ For as we have already obferved, we have the round half-pennies 
and farthings of John and Henry III. *. 

Edw. H. Edward II. afcended the throne this year. It doth not appear from hiftory, 

A. D. t hat this prince had any money ftruck in Ireland. But if we confider that 
| 3°7- few princes ever came to the crown in more favourable circumftances, it will 
hardly be fuppofed, that during a reign of near twenty years, the feveral 
mints of Ireland mould ft and ftill •, efpecially while he was fo long engaged in 
a very expenfive war abroad, that one would rather imagine, that large fup- 
plies of money were often wanted for his ufe, and to anfwer the Pope's de- 
mands m . If any of his coins be extant, it is thought ■ that they may be 
eafily diftinguifhed from thole of his father or of his fucceffor, by their having 
his name on them, edwa. r. his father's having edw. r. only, and his fucceffor 
edw a r, or edward. a. This diftindion may hold for his Knglifh coins ; but if I 
may be allowed to give my opinion, I think that the coins of this prince are di- 
ftinguifhed from thofe of his predeceffor, by having two dots, or fmall annulets, 
under the neck, whereas fuch as I afcribe to Edward I. have but one. I fhall 
therefore beg leave to place here two well preferved coins lately fent me, having 
the king's head crowned in a triangle, with two dots under the neck, and this 
inscription, edw. r. anol dns hyb. reverie, the crofs with three pellets in 
each quarter, and, civitas dvblinie.— ~civit as waterford. See Plate II. 
Numb. 53, 54. They weigh full twenty-two grains. I have not feen any + 
of this prince's half-pennies or farthings. 

Edw. in. The writers of this period of our hiftory, as I have obferved in the preceding 
A. D. •article, are entirely filent in relation to the coins lb that from the latter part 
»3* 6 7- 0 f t he reign of Edward I. there is nothing, at leaft, as yet difcovered concerning 
them, until the ninth of Edward III . when the ounce of filver, which till 
then had been cut into twenty deniers, or pennies, fterling, was ordered to 
*3j6. be cut into twenty-fix deniers °. By a roll of this year f, it alfo appears that 
a proclamation was then iffued by the king and council, for the coining of 
pennies, half-pennies and farthings, in Ireland j whereby it was ordained, 

1 " Circa feftutn fanfti Petri >d Vincula, mo- forfeiting the money j for the fecond. the money 

" nets in melius mutabatnr. Qjiia dc arius qui and all his goods ; for the third, his body and 

"*• in duas partes pro obolis, k in ejuatuor partes goods. — Others, which have by tbem clipped 

«• pro quadrantibus fundi confuevit, ordinitum money, fhall pierce it, and carry it to the king's 

" fuit ad tollendam occafionem defalcationis exchange to be new coined. 
" monetx, quod rotundi efTent denarii, oboli & m An. 1313. 300 marks were raifed and car- 

" quadrantes." Annal. anonim. bibl. Cot:on. ried out of Ireland for the Pope's ufe. Camden's 

M. 16. annals of Ireland. " Frifh hilt, library, p. 160. 

• By an Englilh flat, to Edw. I. It is ordain- • Annals of Rob. Averfbury. R*flal of mo- 

«d, tha no merchant, or other, lhall import into ncy, p. J4<;- 

this realm, any money clipped, or counterfeit, r Ware's antiq. by Harris, p 210. Irifhhift. 

ot traffic therewith, on pain, for the firft time, of lib. p. 162. 

** that 
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" that a pound of maiUes, (half-pennies) by the ftandard of the exchange, E°w. HI. 
** fhould contain twenty-one (hillings by tale, and the pound of farthings, ^ 
** twenty-one (hillings and eleven pence, and that the pound aforcfaid (hould 133 ' 
*' contain ten ounces of pure lilver, that is to (ay, three (hillings and four pence.** 
My author has here omitted a word or two to render his meaning intelligi- 
ble. The pound aforefaid was to contain ten ounces of pure lilver, that is 
to fay, fays he, three (hillings and four pence, whereas he ought to have 
faid, and three (hillings and (bur pence allay, that is, one (lxth part of a 
pound, or two ounces : fo that twenty-one pennies of the ftandard aforefaid 
made an ounce, and twelve ounces a pound, which being (horn into two 
hundred and fifty-two pennies, or twenty-one millings, the Irifti pennies 
were to weigh twenty-one grains one third, and not twenty-four, as fome 
have imagined ; for though the bullion was received at the king's exchange 
at the rate of twelve ounces troy weight to the pound, yet it was returned 
coined at -the rate of eleven ounces four penny-weight only, which was the 
weight of the pound of the tower. However, notwithftanding the addition 
of one ounce two penny-weight allay in a pound of fdver, for the Irifh coins, 
yet they were the beft that were (truck in this reign ; for the Englifh pen- 
nies, at the rate of twenty-fix to the ounce, did not weigh above nineteen 
grains. Silver at this time palled here at the rate of one (hilling and nine 
pence the ounce. Two years after, by a writ, Rex cujlodi fuo HibentU *, i 3J t. 
the black monies, called Tumeys \ which, before uled to oafs current here, 
were prohibited, though permiflion was given that they (hould be received 
in payment till fterling money could be provided to replace them. The next 1339. 
year there came out another writ r , which recites, " that whereas an order of 
" king and council for the coining of pennies, half-pennies, and farthings, 
** dotn fubfift, it is ordained, that eight pair of punchions for pennies fterling, 
" eight pair of punchions for half-pennies, and eight pair of punchions far 
" farthings, (hall be fent withofe delay to the attorney of mafter John Rees, 
** clerk, treafurcr of Ireland, in order that fuch pennies, half-pennies, and 
" farthings, be immediately coined there for the conveniency of the kingv 
** and of his people." 

After fo many repeated orders, it is beyond all doubt, that a good deal of 
money muft have been coined here ; yet we cannot, with any certainty, pro-/ 
duce any of this prince's. It is thought, as I obferved it elfewhere, that if 
any of them be extant, they may be diftinguiftied from thofe of his two 
immediate predeceffors, by having his name on them, edwar, or edward 
r. anol. dns. Hvb. and on the reverie, the crofs and three pellets, and 
round it the name of the place where ft ruck \ 

This prince in his twenty-feventh year ordered groflcs, or groats, to be 1 3 j 5 , 

* Appendix, No. 1. called Tumutnfit mmtta, TournoU, and here 

* Theft black monks were probably the Turneys. ' Appendix, No. 2. 
French denien, or double denim of mixt metal, * Jrith hill. lib. p 161 . Leake of Englifli mo- 
truck at Tours m Prance, whence they were ney, p 123. Lend. 174 j. 

C flruck 
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Bow. III. ftruck in England, (which were the firft current there of the kind) to pafs for 
f our pennies each, with half groats at two pennies each, feventy-five of theie 
'3S3- groats, or one hundred and fifty half groats, to be coined out of the pound, 
Towcr-wtight whence the weight of the groats appears to have been feventy- 
two grains, and of the half-groats thirty-fix grains. Whether fuch monies 
were ftruck in Ireland, I cannot find, but I have a coin, which I fufpe& 
to be of this prince, ftruck in Dublin, which weighs full twenty-feven grains 
troy, and may probably have loft three grains. If this piece was not origi- 
nally intended for half a groat, at thirty grains, it will exactly anfwer, at 
twenty-feven grains its prefent weight, to the above ftandard, at the rate of 
three half-pence. It has on one fide the king's head in a triangle, two dots 
under the neck, and, zdw.r.anol.dns.hyb. but wants theftroke( — ) over 
the n in Domnus> and the word bdw. is placed in this, on the right fide 
of the head, whereas, in all the others, it is placed over it. Whether theie 
are chara&eriftics fuflkient to diftinguifli this prince's coins, from thofe of 
his predeceflbrs, I (hall not take upon me to determine ; the reverie, has 
the crofs, with three pellets in each quarter and round it, civitas DVBLf nie. 
See Plate II. Numb. 5 c *. 

Rich. IL I do not find any thing recorded concerning the monies of this prince. 
A ' P* In the ninth vear of his reign, (1386) he created Robert de Vcre, earl of 
' ,77 ' Oxford, his favourite 1 , marauis of Dublin, and duke of Ireland, and by his 
patent, granted him the fulleft powers and prerogatives of fovereignty ; and 
amongft others, " that of coining money of gold and filver, and ot all other 
" kinds of money heretofore ufed in the faid ifland, fo that the fame be of 
,j 86i " the fame allay and eftay, as the money of England." Whether the duke 
in confequence of his power had any fijch money ftruck here in his name, doth 
not appear, and is very uncertain, if not improbable; for he never came 
over, having been the next year forced to fly to Holland, and from thence 
to Louvain, where he died three years after* (1 190). 

King Richard came twice to Ireland viz. An. 1394, when he called a par- 
liament w v and An. 1399 : but though from his prodigious lavifhnefs and ex- 
pences in England, he muft have wanted money here, to maintain his army, 

9 

• By an Engliih ftat. (9 Edw. III.) it t* en- money (hall not be current within this realm, 
acted, cap. 1 • that none without the lung's li- Cap- 5. The profecutor againft the offenders of 
cence (hall export any gold or filver in money or this ftatute (hall be allowed a foorth port of the 
plate, on pain of forfeiting the fame Cap. 2. forfeiture. Cap. 6. There (ball be no defraud- 
(hall import into any of the king's domi- ing of this ftatute. Cap. 9. Search ftu'.l be made 



ons any falfe or counterfeit money, on pain of for money exported, and falfe money imported, 

forfeiting the fame ; howbeit, any perfon, ftran Cap. to. Hoftlers [vix. Inn-keepers and I vi&u- 

ger, or other, may bring to the king's exchange alien) (hall be fworn to fearch their guefts. 
good money or bullion, and receive convenient 1 Walfingham ad Am. tit. Seldcn tit. Hon. 



exchange for the fame. Cap. 3. Small money p. 41. 

(hall not be molten into veffels or any thing elfe, » Walfingh. p. 351. Froiflard. Ware 'i and 

by any goldfmith, on pain to forfeit the money Camden's annals ad am. cit. 

fo molten, and to fuffer imprifonmcnt until he * Walfingh. p. 356. Froiflard, lib. iv. cap. 47; 



lias paid the one half thereof. Cap. 4. Black - 



and 
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and carry on the war againft the Irifh rebels ; yet it doth not appear that he Hm. IV* 
coined any. An aft: of 15 Edward IV. feems however to refer to coins ftruck A ®' 
here by this prince, f. 

All I can find with regard to coins in this reign is from bifhop Nichol- 
fon, who fays % " that Henry IV. ordered the nobles of his five immediate 
" predeccflbrs, to pals in Ireland for ten (hillings and that from that time, 
" all forts of coins went at a higher value here, than in England :" But I 
muft obferve here a miftake of that great and learned prelate, and from him 
copied by others, in afcribing this law to Henry IV. For as Edward III. 
was the firft, who, in his eighteenth year, coined nobles of gold, and Ri- 
.chard II. was the fecond, who had the like money ftruck in England, it could 
not then be faid, with truth, that Henry IV. ordered the nobles or his five 
predeccflbrs to pafs here at ten (hillings. The words referred to, by that great 
man, are thefc J. " The firft difference and unequality betwixt the ftandard 
" of the Englifli and Irifli monies is found in the fifth year of Edward IV. 
** For then it was ordered in a parliament here, that the nobles ftruck in Eng- 
" land in the time of Edward III. Richard II. Henry IV. Henry V. and Hcn- 
** ry VI. (hould be thenceforward current in this kingdom, for ten (hillings, 
" and fo the half-noble, and all other coins according to the fame rate. Vide 
" Rot. Pari. 5 th Edw. IV. cap. 40. 11 th Edw. IV. cap. 6. and 15* Edw. IV. 
" cap. 5. in the rolls-office in the caftle of Dublin." This laft aft feems to 
hint, that fome kind of money was coined here in this reign *, as well as 
in that of Henry V. and indeed the great fcarcity of money in England, Hs». V. 
occafioncd by the prodigious treafure exported to France, to defray the charge A - D « 
of his wars there, feems to have been a reaibn for coining the more money 
in Ireland, as it made the Englifh coin the more fcarce. I therefore believe, that 
the pieces, Numb. 56, 57, 58, 59 and 60, Plate III. belong to this prince. 
They arc different from thofe of Henry VI. and Edward IV. in that within 
the circle, they want the double treflure, commonly called the role. They 
have the king's head crowned, and thefc infcriptions, henricus. di. ora. 

REX. ACL. — DEI CRA. REX. ACLIE.-DI. GRACIA. REX. ACL*.— DEI. GRACIA. 

rex.— di. grac.ia. rex. aclib. rcverfe, a double circle divided by thecrofs, 

+ By an Englifli ftatute, ; Rich II. k is en- the difcrction of the owners, with a prohibition 

afled, cap. 2. That none (hall export gold and neverthelefs of exporting gold, filver or bullion 

filver. And by another fhuute, of his fcventeenth into any other country, except * 

year, it is enacted, that the ftatute of 9 Edw. III. the penalty of conffcation. 
(hall be duly executed, and that none lhall melt * lrifh hill. lib. p. 162. 



groats or half groats, (the then current money) 1 Davis's reports, p. 32. 

into velfels. upon the pain contained in that Ha- • By an Englifli ftatute, 2 Hen. IV. can. 5. 

tute — In his third year *, 1379, licence was it is enaAed. that if the king's fearchers find any 

granted by parliament to all the fubjeds of Ire- money or plate, in the cuflody of any ready to 



to fearch for mines of gold and filver in pafs beyond the fea, or in any (hip that is to go 
their own lands for fix years, referring one ninth beyond the fea, it (hall be forfeited to the king, 
part of the gold or filver fo dug up to the king, fave the parties reafonable expenccs, which he 



and the remainder to be converted into veflels (hall lofe, unlefs he prefently confefi the truth, 
or coined in the mint at Dublin, according to By another of his fourth year, that no goldfmith 
• Wart's anuq. by Harris, p. 2 1 o. ™h half pence or farthings. 

C 2 with 
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Hen. V. with three pellets in each quarter ; the motto, posvi dzvm adivtohem mevm 
A I> - in the outer circle, and civitas dvblin. or dvblinie, in the inner circle. 
141 *' Numb. 59, has a rofe of four leaves, and Numb. 60, a ftar of fix rays, on 
each fide of the head. They weigh from twenty-fix to twenty-eight grains ; 
their original weight was probably thirty grains +. 
Hut. VI. During the reign of Henry VI. many parliamentary regulations were made 
A - D ' in Ireland, relating to money •, but molt of thefe acts, as well as thofe of the 
, * ,a " three former reigns, are loft or deftroyed. By an Englilh ftatute of his 
1423. fecond year, it was enacted \ that the ounce of filver (hould be cut into thir- 
ty-two pennies. In the year 14.25, John Cobham was appointed matter of 
1446. the mint of Ireland *. And, in a parliament held at Trim, in the twenty- 
fifth year of this prince, It was enacted b , that all clipped money, the O Italy's 
money, and all other unlawful money, Ihould not be received in payment 
from the firft of May then enfuing, provided a coiner was ready to make 
1457. money at the faid day. And at another parliament, held at Naas, in his thir- 
ty-fifth year, it was enacted, that any perfon, except lords and meflengers, 
going to England, who carries broken filver, bullion or wedges of filver out 
1459. of this land, lhall pay twelve pence for every ounce *. In February 1459, % s 
fir James Ware *, mints were lcttled in the caflles of Dublin and Trim, and 
about the fame time, not only filver, but bnus-money was coined by the 
king's command. For their value, our learned knight refers us to the Par. 
Roll, 39 Henry VI. which his worthy editor 44 thinks it is a vain tafk to look 
44 for, for that he thought it was not to be found in the chancery -office, or 
44 in Birmingham tower" « ; though, through his indefatigable labour, he has 
obliged us with it f . By this ftatute, enacted at a parliament held at Drog- 
heda >, it was ordained, that two coins fhould be (truck of two forms in the 
caftles of Dublin and Trim ; the one of the weight of half a quarter of an 
ounce troy, (fixty grains) on which was to be imprinted, on one fide, a Lion, 
and on the other fide, a crown, called An Irlandcs d'argent, (a filver Hiberma) 
to pafs for the value of one penny ; the other of the weight of vij obol, troy, 
(about feven grains and a half) to have on one fide the impreffion of a crown, 
and on the other a crofs, called, a patrick, eight of which to pals for one 
penny. — That a grofs (a groat) mould be made of the weight of three pence 
fterling, (forty-five grains) and to pafs for four pence fterling, on which (hall 
be imprinted on one fide a crown, on the other fide a crofs, and about the 

+ By an Englifli ftatute, J Hen. V. it it en- » Madden's MSS. library trin. col. Dublin, 
ailed, cap. 6. that it ftull be trcafon to clip, b Appendix, No. 3. Am. 1426. The duke of 

v/afh, or file money. Cap. 7. That jufticcs of Bedford got a patent of all the gold and filver 

affixes and juJlce* of peace, have power to hear mines in Ireland, paying a tenth to the church, 

and determine offences concerning falfe money, one fifteenth to the king, and a twentieth to the 

* Solidus (ureitur pro doodecim denariis An- owner of the foil. Ware's annals, p. 72. 
glicanis: horum viginti fex " ponderabant un- c Appeidix, No. 4. 
ciam, cum tamer jam 32 denarii vix faciantun- * Antiq. p. 74. 
ciam. Linwooddc Tcflam. " Antiq. by Harris, p. 211. r Ibid. 

• By ftat. .9 Ed. III. 1 Appendix, No. 5. 

crofs 



Digitized by Google 



AN ESSAY ON IRISH COINS. «i 

• * crofs, in writing, the name of the place, where the coin is (buck. Numb. 61, H*«. VI 
Plate III. and 71, Plate IV. are of this kind of groats, each fide of them A,D - 
agreeing to the above descriptions, and Numb. 61 to the weight herein men- 
tioned ; it weighs forty-two grains, and has loft, by wear, three grains. Numb. 
71 weighs but thirty-feven grains, and was probably (buck in the latter end 
of this prince's reign, when the ftandard of Ireland was greatly reduced 5 if 
not intended for a three-penny piece. They have on the one fide a crown 
within a rofe, or double treflure, and on the other fide a crofs with three 
pellets in each quarter, and an annulet between the three pellets, in two of 
the oppofite angles. Numb. 71 has three fmall erodes above the crown, 
and both have this infeription, ci vitas dvblinib. It was Iikewife enacted 1460.- 
by the laid aft, that every perfon bringing bullion to the mint mould receive, 
for every ounce of filver, troy-weight, nine of the faid grofles of the value of 
three pence each * fo that the perfon who brought to the mint an ounce of 
filver, (or four hundred and eighty grains troy) received in return but 
four hundred and five grains, the weight of nine groats, and confequently loft 
feventy-five grains, about fix pence and one third of a 'penny per ounce, which, 
I prefume, went towards Pfying the charges of coinage, feignorage, and braf- 
fage h . It appears by this act, that copper or mixed money was, for the 
firft time, coined in this reign, with a parliamentary fanftion ; for fuch I 
take rhc firft coin to be, which was to weigh half a quarter of an ounce, or 
fixty grains, and to pafs for one penny whereas, had it been filver, it mould 
have palled for five pence 1 therefore it muft have been fome mixed metal, 
valued at eight pence the ounce, or eight (hillings the pound, troy : Silver 
being then valued at thirty (hillings the pound, troy, to the merchant, at the 
rate of nine groats, or three (hillings the ounce out of the mint, and at twenty- 
feven (hillings only, for fuch bullion as was brought into the king's exchange. 
This metal, I prefume, was about two ounces fine, and ten ounces allay, 
that is, two ounces of filver and ten ounces of copper. The fecond coin, 
mentioned in this aft of the weight of feven obol. troy, or feven grains and 
a half, eight of them to go for one penny fterling, muft have been made of 
the fame metal, as it is the exaft proportion of the piece defigned to pafs at 
one penny, and to weigh fixty grains, or half a quarter of an ounce. By 
this aft the piece of money called Jack, was ordered for the time to come to 
be void, and of no value. 

In an adjourned Scfllon of this parliament 5 , it was enafted, diat, 

k Seignorage and braflage, is a duty belong- duccd to fix (hillings and four pence ftr pound, 

ing to the prince or rbte, on the coining of mo- troy, or the value of ninteen (hillings of our pre- 

ney, called mo*rt*gi*m. It wis to difcharge this fcnt currency. Since the e ghteenth of Charles II. 

duty, that allay was introduced, whence it was nothing is taken either for the king, or the ex- 

alfo called braflage, from the mixture of bra is. pence of coining ; all money, by act of parlia- 

Under Edw. III. the feignorage in England was ment of that year, being to be (truck at the pub- 

eighteen penny weight for every ounce, troy, of lie expence. 

filver ; under Hen. V. it wa< reduced to fifteen 1 Appendix, No. 5. 
pence ; but here, by (his atf, it fecros to be re- 

Thf 
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Be*. VI. /. S. d. 

A £• The Rider, of lawful weight fhould pafs for — — — -040 

Mw. The Ducat, of lawful weight— — — — — — — --042 

The Jean, (John) — — — — — — — — — -042 

The Crown, — — — — — — — — — — — 034 

The Burgundy Noble — — — — — — — — --o 6 8 

The Englifli Noble, (and its parts in proportion) for — o 8 4 

And if any of the faid gold, or of the Englifli noble, demy-noble, or qua- 
drant (quarter noble) of gold, be not of full weight, that a proportionable 
abatement fhould be made. That the grofs, or demy-grofs, having the fe- 
cond circle clear and not clipped, and if any writing appears above the faid 
circle, in two quarters, that then the faid grofs fhall pal's for five pence, and 
the half-grots, for two pence half-penny \ and that all deniers, (pennies) 
that pafs in England, fhall pafs here for a penny farthing. By this act, the 
denier with the crofs, called Irlandes, before-mentioned, is declared to be 
utterly void \ and another penny of fdver ordered to be ftruck of the weight 
of the fourth part (eleven grains and a quarter) of the new grofs of Ireland, 
and to have the fame impreflion as the laid grofs, that is, a crown on one 
fide, and a crofs on the other, with the name of the place where ftruck. 
14-0. Many acts of this reign are wanting, among which probably were fome 
relating to coins, particularly to Numb. 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69 and 
70, Plate III. thefe two laft I conjecture to have been ftruck, before this un- 
* fortunate prince was dethroned by Edward IV. Number 69 has on one fide 
his head crowned, in a double treflure, with this legend, henricvs. del 
cracia rex. aol } reverfc, the crofs and three pellets in each quarter, with 
the motto posvi. devm, &c. and in the inner circle, civitas dvbline. 
Numb. 70, has likewife the king's head in a trefTure or rofe, with dots or 
annulets on each fide of the head, and this infeription, >f< henricvs. dei. 
cra. dns. hvber. with the fame reverfe as the laft, and civitas. dvblinie. 
The pieces, Numb. 62, 63, 64, 65, 66 and their half Numb. 67, and 68, 
have on one fide an efcutcheon divided by a crofs pommete, into four quar- 
ters, viz. 1 and 4, France, 2 and 3, England •, and on the reverfe, three 
open crowns in pale on the like crofs, with their inferiptions fomcwhat diffe- 
rent. Number 62 has + henricvs. di. cracia rex. reverfe, civitas. 
» waterford. Numb. 63, henric. di. or. rex. reverfe, civitas. dvb- 
linie. The others want his name, and have only on one fide, rex. anclie. 
francie. reverfe, dominvs hvbernie. Some of thefe have a flower de 
luce, a ftar or mullet, and the figure 8, mint marks. Whether thefe coins 
were ftruck before the year 1460, or after the year 1470, during the fhort 
time this prince had rc-afllimed the crown, is hard to afortain : but by the 
letter h, which is on all the pieces with the three crowns, one might be 
tempted to believe, that they were coined during that fhort period, as it fecms 
to be a diftinguifhing mark from thofe of Edward IV. ftruck before that time. 

Thefe 
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Thefc pieces weigh from twenty-four to twenty-nine grains each, the half from H«k. VI. 
thirteen to fourteen grains and a half \ their original weight was, I prefume, ^ ^- 
thirty grains, as they were probably intended for three-penny and three-half- 47 °* 
penny pieces, though not worth above two pence the one, and one penny the 
other i but as we have already oblerved, filver was raifed here one fourth part 
more than it was in the beginning of this reign, when the pound of filver in 
England was cut into ninety groats •, and in the forty-ninth year of this 
prince, into one hundred and twelve groats, whereby the value of filver was 
alfo Taifed there, one fourth or twenty-five per cent. *. 

Although many a&s of parliament patted during this reign are wanting, Edw. IV. 
vet, we have more records concerning the coins of Edward fv. (truck in this *~P' 
kingdom, than we can find either of the preceding or fubfequent reigns. In- 
his firft year k , a maille and a quadrant of filver, (a half-penny and a far- 
thing) were ordered to be (truck in the caftle of Dublin, according to the 
rate of, and to bear the fame writing and crown as the new denier, (by which 
is meant the denier (penny) ftruck or ordered to be ftruck, this year, by the 
late king, being the thirty-eighth of his reign) *, whence follows that this half- 
penny was to weigh five grains five eighths, and the farthing two grains -J4* 
or three grains. From the fmallnefs ot thefe coins, liable to be foon worn, 
and eafily loft, great variance arofe among the king's fubje&s •, wherefore, by ttfi. 
anaft 1 , of his fecond year, it was enacted, that a coin of copper mixed with 
filver mould be ftruck in the caftle of Dublin, having on one fide a croft, 
with the name of the place, where ftruck, and on the other fide, a crown, 
with funs and rofes within the circumference of the faid crown. A warden 
of the mint and mafter of the money was likewife appointed for that purpofe m . 
In his third year, an act was palled a , for confirming letters patent, by him 1463J 
granted fome time before, to Germyn Lynch, of London, goldfmith, where- 
by he was appointed warden and mafter-worker of the monies to be ftruck 
in the caftles of Dublin and Trim ; and, at the lame time, new fpecies were 
ordered to be made, with reference to the aft of 38 Henry VI. Thefe coins 
were, a piece of filver of the value of four pence, one hundred and twenty 
of fuch pieces to the pound, troy, or ten to the ounce : Another piece of 
filver of the value of two pence, two hundred and forty of them to the 
pound, and twenty to the ounce : Another piece of filver, of the value of 
one penny, four hundred and eighty to the pound, and to the ounce forty : 
Alfo eight pieces of brafs. running at, and of the value of one penny, of the 
faid Tilver. Thefe feveral coins were to have the lame ftamp and impref- . 
fion, as thofe ordered to be ftruck by the afore&id act. of 38 Henry VI j 

• By an Englilh ftataee, 1 Hen. VI. cap. 2. fom of prifoners, or the reafemable cofts of fol- 

It is enacled, tbat the king's council may affign diers pafling beyond feas. The difcoverer to 

money to be coined, and exchanges to be holdcn have one fourth part of the value fo discovered, 

in asmany places as they pleafe. And by ano- k Appendix, No. 6. 

ther ftatutc of his fecond year, cap. 6. that no 1 Ibid. No. 7. 

gold or filver (hall be exported, on pain of for- * Annal. anonim. in WW. Cotton, 

letting the value thereof five only for the ran- ■ Appendix, No. 8. 

and 
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Er>w. IV. and purfuant to this patent they were to weigh, the groat forty-four grains 44 
^'P' and, I fuppofe, with the allay, forty-five grains j the hall-groat twenty-two 
* grains and a half, and the penny eleven grains one fourth. By this aft, 
leave was given to the faid Lynch, to make four pieces of brafs or copper, 
running at one penny of filver, to have on one fide, the figure of a bifhop's 
head, and round it, the word, Patrick, and on the other fide, a crofs, with the 
word, Sahator. The faid Lynch was thereby impowered to ftrike the above- 
mentioned coins, not only in the caftles of Dublin and Trim, as exprefled 
in the king's patent, but alio in the cities of Waterford, Limerick, and 
town of Gal way, and was further ordered to (lamp on thefe filver coins, on 
the fide of the crofs, the motto, Pofui Deum adjutvrem matt* ; and on the fide 
of the crown, Edwardus Dei gratia Dominus Hibernia \ together with the 
name of the place where ftruck, as, Civitas DubUttte, Ovitas Water for &\ Ci- 
vitas Umerici. And that he Ihould have privy marks on the monies by him 
ftruck by virtue of this aft * 
1465. In the fifth year of this prince, a parliament was held at Trim, before 
Thomas earl of Defmond, deputy to George duke of Clarence - t when it 
was enacted that all the gold coins ftruck in England in the time of Ed- 
ward III. Richard II. Henry IV. Henry V. and Henry VI. mould be raifed 
in value, viz. the noble, to ten millings, the half-noble, to five (hillings, 
and the quadrans, or quarter-noble, to two (hillings and fix-pence j whereas, 
before this aft, they patted here, as in England, equally, the noble, at eight 
(hillings and four pence, the half-noble, at four (hillings and two pence, and 
the quarter-noble, at two (hillings and one penny ; although there was a real 
difference, both as to the weight and intrinfic value, in the nobles of thefe diffe- 
rent coinages •, as will appear from this (hort table. 

1. The florens of Edward III. of his eighteenth year, (the firft gold coin 
ftruck in England, fince the Norman conqueft) at 6 s. +d. each, with their 
halves and quarters in proportion. Thefe florens weighed 108 grains, troy, 
and would be worth of our prefent Irifh currency, 20/.. yd. 

2. Nobles of the fame year, at 6 s. 8d. weight 136 grains, with their 
halves and quarters in proportion, worth Irifh, 26s. 1 ^d. 

3. Nobles of his twentieth year, at 6 s. 8</. weight 128 grains, with their 
halves and quarters in. proportion, worth Irifh, 24 J. 6 r ' T d. 

4. Nobles of his twenty-feventh year, at 6s. Zd. weight, 120 grains, with 
their halves and quarters in proportion, worth Irifh, 22 j. io\d. 

5. Nobles of Richard II. at 6 s. Bd. weight 120 grains, with their halves 
and quarters in proportion, worth Irifh, 22J. io{ </. 

6. Nobles of Henry IV. at 6s. %d. weight 108 grains, with their halves and 
quarters in proportion, worth Irifh 20/. yd. 

• By a ftatute of this parliament, it was en- * The roll of this aft is loft, at leaft not to be 
acted, that no clipped money mould be received found, bat is recited in that of his feventh year, 
inpayment. See Appendix, No. 8. See Appendix, No. g. 
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7. Nobles of Henry V. fame weight and value. . Bow. IV- 

8. Nobles of Henry VI. the fame. ^ D. 

9. Nobles of Edward IV. of his fourth year, were railed to 8x. \d. Eng- 
lifh, the fame weight and value. 

10. Nobles of Edward IV. of this year, at 10/. with halves and quarters in 
proportion, weight 120 grains, worth of our prefent currency, zzs. io T </. 

Sir John Davis fays that from this time all money coined in, or for Ire- 
land, was of lefs value than the Englifh, generally one fourth part, fb that 
from thence forward the Irifh milling was worth only nine pence Englifh : 
but he is miftaken, if he dates the rife of the filver in Ireland, from that of 
the gold, by this act for the Nobles paired equally in England for \os. as 
appears evidently from thofc ftruck there this year. The value of filver was 
actually raifed in England and Ireland in the preceding reign ; and in this, 
{An. 1464) William lord Haftings, the king's chamberlain, being matter of 
the mints throughout England and Ireland, both gold and filver were raifed 
one fourth part, viz. the Noble, from fix millings and eight pence, to eight 
{hillings and four pence, and the parts in proportion 

In the feventh year of this prince, an aft r was palled, (reciting the before- 1467. 
mentioned ftatute of his fifth year) whereby it was enacted, that the Noble of 
due weight fhould pafs for ten (hillings and the parts proportionably, and that 
the deficiency in the weight of fuch pieces, fhould be no reafon, for their 
being refuted, but that the value of fuch want of weight, fhould be paid in cur- 
rent filver. The value of the Noble was not hereby raifed, at more than it 
was then current for in England, but it equally patted for ten (hillings, in both 
kingdoms. And the value of filver was likewife raifed, equally in England 
and Ireland, one fourth part; that is, the groats were made one fourth part 
lefs in weight. Sir John, therefore, could not juftly date from this period, 
the difference in the currency between the Englifh and Irifh money j fincc 
the Englifh groat did not, at that time, weigh above two grains three fourths 
more man the Irifh groat. However, we draw near a period, when the price 
of filver was monflroufly railed in this kingdom, though but for a fhort 
time ; for, by the above ad it was ordained, that a piece of filver fhould be 
ftruck, called a double, to pais in Ireland for eight pence, having on one fide 
the print of a crown, with this infeription, Edwardus Dei gratid . Domitms 
HibemU \ and on the other fide a fun and a rofe, with Chit as DublinU. Ten 
-fuch pieces to go to the ounce, according to the rightful ftandard of the 
tower of London, and twelve fuch ounces to the pound •, that there fhould 
be in e*cry pound one hundred and twenty fuch pieces of the faid weight. 
Alfo another piece of filver, called a grofs, having the print and inferip- 
cions aforefaid on each fide, and to pafs for four pence, twenty fuch pieces 
to go to an ounce of the Tower-weight, and two hundred and forty to the 

» Reports, p. tz. < Stowe's annals, Lownd. p, 40. ' Appendix, No. 9. 
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Bow. IV. pound of the faid ftandard. Alio a piece of filver of two deniers, or half 
A 'P' groat* of the proportion aforefaid, of which forty fuch pieces to go to the ounce. 
•4°7« Likewife a piece of filver, called the denier, (penny) eighty of them to the 
ounce, befides the allay. Half-pennies and farthings to be made according to the 
fame proportions, imprinted as the denier, with an infeription as long as it could 
be made. Thefe coins to be (truck in the caftles of Dublin and Trim, the 
cities of Waterford and Limerick, the towns of Drogheda, Galway, and Car- 
lingford. The merchant to have for an ounce of Bullion, fix (Killings of the 
faid pieces, and the king the refidue, paying the mailer and workmen for 
their labor ; and no body after the E after following, to receive or pay any 
manner of filver money, but the coin or money aforefiud ; and all other coins 
to be annulled in Ireland i paying or receiving in payment fuch annulled mo- 
ney being made felony. Theft coins are very rare, and except the groat 
and .penny, I have not feen any of them. The groat has on one fide the 
king's head crowned, and this infeription, edward. di. or a. dns. hyb. reverie, 
a rofe in the center, and a fun rilling the whole area of the inner circle, with this 
infeription, civitas. dvblinie. Ir weighs, though pretty much worn, twen- 
ty-two grains and a half. The penny has on one fide a large rofe filling the 
area of the inner circle with a crofs in the center, and e dw. ... the reft of 
the letters are clipped or worn out j reverie, a fun filling likewife the whole 
area of the circle, and ci vi. . . worn as it is, it weighs fix grains and a half. 

Thele coins, according to the ftandard of the tower of London, of five 
thoufand three hundred and feventy-fix troy grains, to the pound, fhould 
weigh, viz. the double forty-four grains 44 i the half-double, or groat, twen- 
ty-two grains and a half , the half-groat, eleven grains one fourth ; the penny 
five grains five eighths , the half-penny two grains -J4» and the farthing one 
grain 44 » befides the allay, which added in a certain proportion, made them 
of an even number of grains,, as forty-eight, twenty-four, twelve, fix, three, 
and one grain and a halfT It appears by this, that the value of filver was 
at this time railed to double of what it was in the laft reign, from three (hil- 
lings and four pence the ounce, to fix (hillings and eight pence, when the 
groat weighed as much, as the double-groat (truck by virtue of this aft. 
However, the confequence and hardlhip of it being foon felt, by the pro- 
1470. digious rifing of all manner of provifions and neceflaries v the next parlia- 
ment, (the tenth of this prince) thought proper, in order to remedy this evil, 
to enalt ', that the m after of the mint (hould (bike in the caftles of Dublin 
and Trim, and the town of Drogheda, five different forts of filver coins, accord- 
ing to the ftandard of the tower of London, viz. the grofs, the demy-grofs, the 
denier, the demy-denier, and the quadrant, or farthing. The grofs to h wrt on one 
fide, the print of a head crowned with this infeription, Edwardus Dei gratid 
Rex Angti* Dominus Hibertu<e, or the name of any other king for the time 
being, and, on the other fide, a crofs, with three pellets, according to the 
grofs made in Calais, and the name of the place where (truck, and in the 

. . outer 
' Appendix, No, *«. 
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outer circle, Pefui Dettm adjutortm mam. Eleven of thefe groats to make an Bow. IV. 
ounce troy-weight, and every one of them, not clipped, to pafs for four pence : A - D * 
the half-groat to be made in like manner, with the fame infcriptions ; twenty- * 47 °' 
two to make the ounce, and every one of them, not clipped, to pals for 
two pence •, the like to be obferved proportionablv in the other fmaller pieces. 
The fifth part of every pound, was to be made into fmall pieces i that is, 
of two deniers, deniers, half-denicrs, and farthings to be allayed in every 
ounce of thp fame, according to the ftatute of the fifth of this prince, which, 
as before obferved, is not to be found ; we cannot therefore give any juft 
account of the finenefs of thefe coins. The groats of this coinage, at the 
rate of eleven pieces to the ounce troy, mull have weighed forty-three grains 
tVt* the half-groat, twenty-one grains the penny, ten grains -14, and 
with the allay, at leaft forty-five grains, twenty-two grains and a half, and 
eleven grains one fourth. The Englifh groat of this reign weighed about 
forty-fix grains and a half. From this time we may date the difference in the 
currency, between the Englifh and Irifh money, for, by this ftatute, the 
pound of Bullion is to be fhorn into one hundred and thirty-two groats, or 
forty-four /hillings by tale, whereas in England, the like pound was cut into 
one hundred and twelve groats and a half, or thirty-feven (hillings and fix 
pence, whereby the difference is fix millings and fix pence in the value of 
a pound of filver, or feventecn one third per cent, and not twenty -five per cent. 
or a fourth part. I muft own that fbme of our Irifh money is found to be 
greatly fhort of its lawful weight, having been made much lighter than the 
ftandard above mentioned j for which reafon, Gerroyn Lynch, matter of the 
mints of Ireland, was indifted, An. 12 Edward IV. (1462) " for that when 
*« the ftatute faid, that every pound of bullion coined, fhould be forty-four 
«* /Killings in money, he coined out of every pound forty-eight fhillings, and 
*' that he coined at Drogheda one thoufand groats, which being tried, it was 
" found that eleven weighed but three quarters of an ounce.** *. The mo- 
ney (truck before, by virtue of the adr. 7 Edward IV. was by this reduced 
and ordered to pafs, viz. The double, or piece of eight pennies, for four 
pence ; the demy-double, for two pence ; the half-groat, for one penny ; 
the denier, for half a penny •, and after the feaft of the purification next cn- 
fuing, to be annulled, and not to be taken for a coin. And whofoever 
mould pay or receive any clipped money, after the Chriftmas following, to 
be adjudged and taken as an attainted traitor. 

By another acl of this year u , it was enacted, that all grofles fhoukl pafs in i 4? z. 
Ireland, as they did in the days of Edward III, Richard II, Henry IV, Hen- 
ry V, and Henry VI, in England and Calais, every piece not clipped for . 
five pence; the half-groat at twopence half-penny j and the denier atone 
penny farthing the noble of gold at ten millings v the crown at five fhillings ; 
and the quadrant at two fhillings and fix pence each ; and whatever they might 

« Madden** MSS. Trin. coll. lib. d. F. tab. 4. No. * 4 . • Appendix. No. 1 1. 
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Idw. IV. be deficient in weight, to be made good in current filvcr and that whofoever 
A - D - refufed to take them mould lofe his debt. 

*47*« Notwithftanding all the care feemingly taken of the coin of this kingdom 
by the legiflature yet it appears by two fubfequent ac"bj of the eleventh and 
twelfth of this prince w , that a great deal of light and bad money had been 
coined in the caltles of Dublin and Trim, the city of Cork, and the towns of 
Drogheda, Youghall, Kinfale, and Killmallock, for which, Lynch, mafter 
of the mints of Ireland, was, as I obferved before, indicW, and {An. 
l 3 Edward IV.) found guilty : but the king having, by letters patent, granted 
him his pardon in 1473 *, he was again employed. 
•473' a " atutc or " ^ twelfth and thirteenth of Edward IV. r, it was ordained, 

that the grofs, the demy-grofs, the denier, the demy-denier, and the qua- 
drant, mould for the time to come be ftruck within the caftle of Dublin, and 
in no other place in Ireland \ and that the ounce of filver, according to the ftan- 
dard of the tower of London, mould contain, or be cut into fourteen grofles, 
twenty-eight half-groflcs, fifty-fix deniers, one hundred and twelve half-deniers, 
or two hundred and twenty-four quadrants or farthings j the number of each 
kind aforefaid to make the ounce, every grofe to pais at the rate of four 
pence, and the other parts in proportion. The king, the mafter and work- 
men, were to receive three pence in every ounce of groats, four pence in 
every ounce of the other forts, and no more. And the merchant for what 
plate or bullion he brought to the mint, was to receive four (hillings and 
five pence for every ounce of groats, and four (hillings and four pence Tor the 
other forts. One fifth part of all the bullion brought into the mint, was to 
be coined into fmall pieces of two pennies, one penny, half-penny, and far- 
things, under the penalty of ten pounds. Here we find the value of filver 
railed again, and brought to fifty-fix (hillings in the pound by tale, and the 
difference between the value of the Englifh and Irifh groat to be near fifty 
pa- cent, in a pound of bullion : for the weight of the groat is hereby re- 
duced to thirty-two grains, the half-groat to fixteen grains, the penny to eight 
grains, the half-penny to four grains, and the farthing to two grains ; lb 
that the ounce of filver was now worth four (hillings and eight pence. 
1475/ It was this year enadted *, that the grofles made in the time of Edward III, 
Richard II, Henry IV, Henry V, and Henry VI, not clipped, mould pafs 
at the rate of fix pence, the demy-grofs at three-pence, the denier at three 
half pence. The Englifh groat of the prefent king, not clipped, at five pence, 
his half-groat at two pence half-penny, and the denier at one penny far- 
thing ; and all the monies ftruck in Ireland, to be of the fame value as 
they then were. All the mints of Ireland were to ceafe, except thofc of 
Dublin, Waterford and Drogheda; and no more than one third part of all 
the bullion brought into the laid mints, to be coined into two-penny pieces, 
pennies, and farthings, under the penalty of ten pounds, toties quoiies. 



w Appendix, No. 11 and is. r Appendix, No. 13. 

» Madden'* MSS. at fupri. « Ibid. No. 14. 
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The Following year, the filver money lately (truck at Cork, Youghall, Eow. IV*. 
Limerick, and other places in Munfter, except Watcrford, being found nei- A °- 
ther lawful in itfelf, nor of lawful weight or allay, was by an aft of par- 
liament ■ decryed, and forbidden to be paid or taken in payment and the 
piece of gold, called the royal b , whence rial, ordered to pafs in Ireland, at 
thirteen millings and four pence, the demy-royal, at fix (hillings and eight 
pence ; the piece of gold called the angel % at eight (hillings and four pence, 
the half-angel, at four (hillings and two pence the old Noble of gold, at 
twelve (hillings, the half-noble, at fix (hillings ; and every lefler piece of 
the fame kind of gold coins, to pafs in proportion at the fame rates j the de- 
ficiency, or lackage in weight, to be made good in current filver. And 
in order to encourage the importation of foreign monies, it was alio enacted, 
that the Rider, fine and good, (hould pafs for five (hillings ; the Ducat, for 
five (hillings ; the Lyon, for five (hillings ; the Crown, for five (hillings the 
Crufade, lor five (hillings j the Burgundy noble, for ten (hillings ; the Salute, 
for five (hillings •, the halves and quarters, in proportion ; and that, if any of 
the faid coins, (hould be deficient in weight, 10 much (hould be abated in 
payment. We may here obferve that the gold noble, which, in the fifth year 
of this prince, was raifed to ten (hillings, is in this raifed to twelve (hillings, 
and the other fpecies in proportion : Tuch was the fcarcity of money in this 
poor country. 

This year an act was pafled whereby it was enacted, that the liberties of 1478. 
Mcath mould be reftored, with full power to Henry, lord Grey, fenefchal 
and treafurer of Meath, by himfelf, or his officers, to (bike all manner of 
coins in the caftle of Trim, according to fuch finenefs and allay, as in a fta- 
tute for that purpofe was provided. The ftatute, hereto referred, is not to 
be found \ but it appears from Sir James Ware ', that in a parliament held 
this year, before Gerald, earl of Kildare, liberty was granted to the m after 
of the mint to (Irike pieces of three pennies, two pennies, and of one pen- 
ny, and that thefe coins were to be (tamped, on one fide, with three crowns 
in pale on a crofs pommetee, with this inferi prion, Dominus Hiberma -, and 
on the reverfe, the arms of England, divided by the like crofs, and round 
it, Rex AngU* et Fronei*. T find, indeed, an act of the nineteenth of this 
king, whereby it was enacted f , that Germyn Lynch, matter of the minters, 
(hould have power to (trike money at four (hillings and ten pence per ounce, 
rendering to the merchant four (hillings and four pence, and to the king 
and workmen fix pence, according to the ftandard of the tower of London, 
which mult be underftood here only as to the allay, and not as to the weight 
of the Tower ; for, as what I have weighed of thefe coins weigh from twen- 

* Appendix, No. 15 ' The Angel weighed eighty grains, and would 

* The Royal w-ighed one hundred and twenty be worth fifteen (hillings one penny one twelfth, 
grains, and wo<:)d ru w bt worth of our prcfent ' Appendix, No 16. 

currency, twenty two (hillings and ten pence * Ware's an tiq by Harris, p. aij. 
one eighth. ' Appendix, No. 17. 

ty-eight 
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Bow. IV. ty-eight to thirty grains, it will thence appear, that eighteen of thefe three - 
A. D. penny pieces, at twenty-fix grains three fourths each, will anfwer to four 
,4 " 9 ' ihillings and fix pence, and to four hundred and eighty grains, the ounce 
troy, and that with the allay, they probably were to weigh thirty grains ; 
if fo, the groat mull have weighed forty grains, and ten of them to have 
been cut out of the ounce troy i in which cafe filver was again reduced to 
near its former value. Moryfon « thinks, that thefe coins were (lamped with 
die Pope's triple crown, and that they were of old fent hither by the ropes, or 
were fo (lamped in honor of them; others have thought, that as the arms of 
England and France are imprefled on thefe coins, tney could not belong to 
Edward IV, but that they mould rather be afcribed to Henry VII, who was 
the firll that had thefe arms (lamped on the Englilh filver coins. In anfwer to 
which, I (hall obferve, that the firft pieces, with the three crowns, were 
ftruck, as we have feen before, in the reign of Henry VI ; that that prince 
having been crowned king of France, at Paris, had, in confequcnce thereof, 
the three crowns of England, France and Ireland, (lamped on thefe coins 
and that as he had the arms of France and England quartered on his French 
and Engliih gold monies, it was thought proper to have thefe arms ftampt 
on his Irilh groats, or three-penny pieces, which were the mod valuable 
coins allowed to be (truck in Ireland. 

By what has been faid of the monies, (buck in this reign, it will be eafy 
to judge, how almoft impoftible it is to give a juft and true account of 
their weight. We have a furprifing variety of this prince's coins, as to their 
mint or privy-marks, as will appear by looking over Number 72, 73, 74, 75, * 



76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 9 1 and * 
92. Plate IV. Numb. 114 and 115. Plate V. and Numb. 168. Plate VIII. 
Some of thefe were ftruck in Dublin, Waterford, and Limerick ; others, at 



Drogheda and Trim. I have not met with any of thofe that were coined at 
Cork, Galway, Killmallock, Youghall, Kinfale, or Carlingford. What I 
have of thefe coins, weigh, viz. The groat with the head, from twenty-eight 
to thirty-three grains ; the pieces with the three crowns, from twenty-eight 
and a half to thirty grains ; the half-groats with the head, fourteen to fixteen 
grains i the half-piece with the three crowns, fourteen to fifteen grains } the 
penny with the head, feven grains-, and that with the three crowns, alfo 
(even grains. 

Some of thefe pieces have on one fide the king's head crowned, with this 
infcription, edward. di. ora. rex. ancl. — franc. — Others, edwardvs. 
del cra. dns. hyber. reverie, the crofs and three pellets in each quarter, 
with the motto, posui. devm. adivtorem mevm. and in the inner circle, 
the name of the place, civitas dvblinie. — civitas waterford. — civi- 
t as. limerici. — villa DE. drogheda. — Others have the fcutcheon of 
England, and this infcription, edwar rex anole. franc reverie, the 

« Moryfon'* travels. Lond. 1617, p. t2y 
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three crowns, and dominvs hybernie. Another has alfo the fcutcheon of Edw.IV. 
In gland, and this epigraphe, sex aolb. francie. reverfe, the three A * D * 
crowns, as the lad mentioned, in pale, on a croft pommete, and dominvs 
hybernie. — Mint-marks, a fun, a rofe, a crown, a crofs, a ftar, a mullet, 
a trefoil, a c, an l and a v. The fun was the favourite devife of this prince, 
and as at the battle of Barnet, his men wore that badge and the earl or War- 
wick's men a rofe, it was to a lucky miftake for him, occafioned by the like- 
nefs of the one to the other, that he owed the gaining of that battle 11 j which 
is the reafon, why we fo often fee both as privy-marks on his monies • 

This prince's reign was fo (hort, that he was not crowned - t nor is it pro- Eow. V. 
bable that he coined any money, at leaft in Ireland. A. D. 

Such abufes had crept into the mints, during the laft three years of Ed- R ,4 Hj r 
ward IV. and the public had fuffcred fo much thereby, that the firft thing £ m 'd. * 
the parliament did this year, was to take cognizance of it, and to turn Ger- ^j." 
myn Lynch, mint-mafter-eeneral, out of his place. It was at the fame 
time enacted l , that the matter of the mint for the time being, mould make 
four kinds of filver coins, viz. Groffes, Dcmy-Grofles, Deniers, and Demy- 
Denicrs, in fuch manner, and in fuch pjacc, as was ordained by the ftatute 
of the tenth of Edward IV. and of iuch allay, and with fuch remedy in 
the weight of every twenty Ihillings, as ordered by the ftatute of the twelfth 
year of that prince. The faid Grofs, Demy-Grofs, Denier, and Demy-De- 
nier, to have .on one fide the arms of England, with a crofs trefoile, and this 
infeription, Ricardus Dei grafid Rex dnrti*^ Domimu Hiberm* j and on the 
other fide three crowns, one over the other, with the like crofs, and round 
it, the name of the place, where lawfully coined. The pound troy was to 
be cut into two hundred and twenty-five Groffes at four pence each, and pro- 

fortionably of the other denominations, that is four hundred and fifty 
lalf-Grofles, at two pence each, and nine hundred Deniers, at one penny. 
The merchant to be paid four (hillings and fix pence for every ounce of bul- 
lion, brought into the mint •, and all counterfeit money, was hereby decried 
and prohibited. 

According to this ftatute, the Groat, 1 at the rate of two hundred and 
twenty-five to the pound troy, was to weigh twenty-five grains the Half- 
groat, twelve grains four fifths, and the Penny, fix grains four tenths ; yet 
it appears that they weighed more •, for, I have one of thefe Groats, which, 
though pretty much worn, and clipped, weighs twenty-eight grains three 
fourths, and cannot have loft lefs than one grain and one fourth whence the 
weight will appear to have been, at leaft, thirty grains, and the difference 

fc Stow'j annals, Baker chron. ad An. 1471. in cafe any of thefc coins fhould be found not to 

* Tbe mint-mark, or privy mark, is a mark be of lawful weight and ftandard, or according 

of fancy, which it has been ufual of o!d time, to to agreement, they might at any time know and 

oblige the mailers of the mint, by the indentures juftify which w as of their own making, and 

made with them, to put on a ; l the money that which was not. 

they made, of what kind of metal foever, that 1 Appendix. No. 18. 

between 
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Rich. Iff. between the Engl i Hi and Irifh Groat of this prince, to be about fixty percent. 
A- D - This Groat, Plate V. Numb. 96, has on one fide the fcutchcon of England, 
'* and this inscription, ricar. rex. anole. prance, reverfe, the three crowns 
in pale on a crofs pommcte, and dominus hvberwje. a (mall crofs, mint- 
mark. % 

Hm.VII. The current coin of this kingdom was fo clipped, that on the fifteenth of 
A. D. April, 1 49 1, a law was made here k to prohibit the paying or receiving 
'♦ 8 5* any clipped or counterfeit money, and in the fourteenth 1 and nineteen • 
years of this prince, ads were likewife pafled in England, forbidding its be- 
ing imported thither from Ireland, above the value or three (hillings and four 
pence. It feems therefore very reafonable to think, that there mult have been 
lome coinage in Ireland, about that time at leaft, in order to fupply the want 
of good and lawful fpecies : but we find no records that can afford us any 
Jight in this matter. About this time the difference between the Englifh 
and Irifh money, was one third in value, as appears from a letter of Oc"U- 
vian, archbifliop of Armagh, to the king in 1487, recommending Arthur Ma- 
gennis to that prince, for the bifhoprick of Dromore, wherein he fays, that 
the revenue of that diocefs, is not worth above forty pounds, of the coin of 
Ireland, which is lets by the third part than the coin fterling. If, (as it feems 
very probable from Folke's and Leake's accounts of the Englifh Mo- 
nies) this prince was the firft, that had the arched or imperial crown im- 
1487. printed on his coins, we may then be pofitivc, that there was money (truck 
in Ireland in his reign : for I have fome groats, on one fide whereof is a 
head, full-faced and crowned, fome with a angle, and others with a double 
arched crown, and this infeription, ►{« henricvs. di. cra. rex. agl. z. fr. 

+ HENRIC. DEI. CRA. REX. ANC Z. FR.— + HENRIC DI. CRA. REX. 

anc. z. fr a. —Reverfe, rosvi devm adivtorem mevm, and in the inner 
circle, civitas dvblinie. See Plate V. Numb. 07, 98, 99. The laft of 
thefe has, on the reverie, in the center of the crofs, a boar's head, mint- 
mark and though much clipped and worn, they weigh from twenty-feven 
to thirty-one grains, and making a proper allowance for the wear, we may 
reafonably compute them to have been about one third part left than the Eng- 
lifh Groat of that time. 
JIbw.VIII In the beginning of this prince's reign, the current coin of this kingdom, 
A. D. was fo miferably clipped and defaced, and withal fo fcarce, that the earl of 
l S°9' Sumey, lord lieutenant of Ireland, was obliged to fue for his being recalled, for 
want of money and fupplies from England, to carry on the war againft 
the rebels here 0 j and the mayor of Dublin gave but one Crufadoe to the 
mefienger, who brought him Shane O Toole's head, flain by the earl of 
Kildare : and that, by rcafon of its being fo clipped, they were then obli- 
ged to pay or receive it by weight, appears from archbifhop Allan °, who 

k Ware's antiq. ch. xxv. edit. 1:04. • Ware's annals, p. 70. edit 1704. 

1 Annal.anonim. bibl. Cotton, atlupra. * Allan's rcgiftcr. 

■ Eagl flat. 19 Henty VII. 

fays, 
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fays, that the archbifhop's crofs having been pledged for a fum of money, H V' ^ ) 11 
by fome perfon belonging to the priory of Chrift-church, where this cro(s * ' 
was ulqaliy kept, he releafed it at his own expence, and that it coft him near 
an hundred ounces of filvcr. 

Notwithstanding fuch a fcarcity and want of money, it doth not appear 
that there was any (truck here before the year 1 530, the twenty-firft of this 
prince, when he coined new groats, and perhaps Two-penny pieces and 
Pennies. Biihop Nicholfon fays that the firft Irifli money, coined in this 
reign, was (truck in the thirty-fecond year of that king, which falls in . 
1540: but I mult beg leave \o differ from that learned prelate, and . to 

-h- offer my reafons for it. I have a Groat of this prince, (Plate V. Numb. 104) . 
which lias on one fide, the arms of England, in a fcutcheon, divided by a 
crofs, and crowned with an arched crown, with this infeription, henric. 
viii. d. r. acl. z. Reverfe, a. harp crowned between the letters h. r. each 
alfo crowned, and round it, franc, dominvs. hiber. here the antient motto, 
posvi, fcfe. is left out, and the harp for the, firft time appears on the Irifh 
coins. This piece I prefume was (truck in the year 1530, before his mar- 
riage with Ann Bullen, which did not happen till the following year, 1531, 
when inftead of h. r, he had on die reverie of the Groats, (truck that year, 

-V- the letters h. a, for Henry and Ann. See Plate V. Numb. 105. In 1536, 
after his marriage with Jane Seymour, he then ordered the two letters h. i. to 
be (tamped on die Groats of that year, for Henry and Jane. See Plate V. 
^ Numb. 106. And in 1540, having married Catherine Howard, the letters 
h. k. were likewife (tamped on the Groats of that year's coinage. See Plate V< 

> Numb. 107. All thefe coins, with thefe different letters, could not, cer- 
tainly, be (truck in the fame year, nor fo late as the thirty-fecond year of 
this prince. " In thefe days," fays Sir James Ware 1, " were coined, fcfV." 
he doth not fay, this year were coined, which (hews that thefe coins 
were (truck at different periods of time. 

This prince having, in his thirty-third year, afiumed the tide of king of t$4»- 
Ireland, was fo proclaimed, the thirteenth of June, in St. Patrick's church, 
near Dublin. On this occafion there was a new kind of Groats (truck, 
like the former as to their fhapes and (tamps, but different in the ftile. On 
dicfe the infeription, on one fide, is, henric^m. gracia. anclie. 
and on the reverfe, francie. z. hibernie. rex, with the harp crowned 
between the two letters h. r. See Plate V. Numb. 108. All thefe Groats weigh 
from thirty-fix to thirty-nine grains, and were probably (truck at the rate of 
forty grains each, that is one hundred and forty-four pieces to the pound, or 
twelve to the ounce. They are of a very indifferent metal, nine ounces fix 
penny weight fine, and two ounces fourteen penny weight allay i for which 
reafon, an aft was palled in England, prohibiting their being imported tliither 

* JrKh m. lib. p. 165. wWt tntiq. by * Anals, p. 104. Edit. 1704. 
H;m*j, p. 217. 
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Wis.vlrtfrdm Ireland, under forfeiture of treble the value, with fine and imptifon- 
ment. 

'5+4< jijj thirty-fixth year, there was an indenture made ' with Martin Bowes 

and others, for making two forts of monies for Ireland, (eight ounces fine, 
and four allay) viz. Six-penny-pieces, at the rate of one hundred and forty- 
four pieces to the pound, and Three-penny-pieces, at the rate of two hundred 
and eighty-eight to the pound, which anfwers to the weight of his Rnglilh 
Four-penny and Two-penny pieces. Thefe have on one fide the king's head 
crowned, tuli- faced, but a little inclining to the left, with this infeription, 
Henric. 8. d. o. aol. fra. z. hib. Rex. reverie, the arms of England, and 
round k, civitas. dvblinie. I have two of thefc Six-pences ; one of which 
weighs thirty-three and the other thirty-five grains ; the Three-penny piece 
weighs fourteen grains and a half. They have by wear loft the difference, from 
their original weight forty grains the one, and. twenty grains the other. See 
Plate V. Numb. 100, ioi» 102. 

1546. 1° hi s thirty-eighth year another kind of Six-penny piece was (truck, which 
fee Plate V. Numb. 103. Thefc have on one fide the arms of England, 
divided, as thofe mentioned before, by the old crofs, and crowned, and this 
legend} henric. 8. d. c. anc. franc, reverie, the harp crowned, "be- 
tween the letters h. r. and, et. hibernie. rex. 38. vy. This piece 
weighs thirty-two grains one fourth. ** About this time, fays Ware \ king 
41 Henry, to maintain his charges in Ireland, being now hard put to it for 
" lack of monies, by reafon of the vaft treafure wafted in his expeditions 
•* into France, and Scotland, and compelled by necelfity, he gave directions 
** to coin brafi money, and commanded it, by proclamation, to pafs for 
** current and lawful money in all parts of Ireland." Indeed, except the 
firft mentioned Groats, which were not fo bad, the money ftruck in this 
reign was little better than brafs, not above four ounces fiat, and eight 
allay, although, according to the indenture, they were to be eight ounces 
fine, and four allay fo that, if we value the ounce of filver, at four {hillings 
and fix-pence, to which* from two (hillings and eight pence, it was raifed 
in the three preceding reigns, we (hall find that in a pound weight of this 
money, there was but eighteen (hillings worth of filver with one (hilling's 
worth of copper, and the whole value of this metal to be nineteen (hillings, which 
was made current for three pound twelve (hillings. This prince's coins have 
for mint-marks, a harp, a crown, a rote, a trefoile, and a flower de luce. 
Edw.VI. In the tecond year of Edward VI, Sir Edward Bellingham *, lord juftice of 
D. Ireland, by the king's command, ordered money to be coined in the caftle 

•S4&*7* of Dublin, where a mint was kept, which, fays Hooker being at his 
** commandemem, he was the better able to do good tervice to his Majcftie, 
«« and to the benefit of that Realme." But after a while w , for want of 

' Mint books at the Town, Leake, p, ao$. * Hooker's citron, of Ireland, in Hotting. 
• Annals, p. 113. voj. ii. p. 109. 

' p. 118. " WWi anoab at fopta. 
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bullion, by little and little the work decayed. Whence it is inferred *, that from Row. VL 
this time, mints were difcontinued in Ireland: but according to Moryibn, " the ^ *** 
** Irifh had a mint-houle, at the beginning of queene Elizabeth's raigne. *" 

In the fourth year of this prince, an indenture was made with Martyn 
Piri Auguft the ninth, for four forts of filver pieces to be coined in Dub- 
lin, viz. Groats, worth four pence flerling, Halt-groats, at two pence, Pen- 
nies, and Half-pennies : one hundred and forty-four groats to weigh one 
pound weight, two hundred and eighty-eight half-groats, five hundred and 
feventy-fix pennies, &c. according to which ftandard, the Groat was to 
weigh forty grains, the Half groat, twenty grains, the Penny, ten grains, 
and the Half-penny, five grains ; but what llamp and infeription they bare, 
I cannot tell I find it no where recorded, and have not had, as yet, the 
good fortune to meet with any of them. The money of this reign, if any 
was coined, muft have been of as bad a metal, as that of the laft ; fince the 
king in his laft year, " at the requeft of the council of Ireland, by procla- 
** mation commanded that the Irilh groats, which hat! too much brals 
** allay, (hould pafs only for two pence in value, which conduced very 
** much to the good cf the people •." 

Queen Mary, at her accefiion to the crown, in order that ftie might Mart. 
ingratiate herfelf with her people in England, prohibited the currency of A D. 
the bafe money there, and ordered gold and filver money to be made of a 'SSI* 
better ftandard. But Ireland was particularly excepted in the proclamation 
iflued for that purpofe b ; fhe having a fpecial ftandard for the coins, which 
fhe intended for that kingdom. Accordingly, -ftie ordered, this year, Shil- 
lings, Groats, Two-penny pieces, and probably Pennies, to be ftruck for 
this kingdom ; but of as coarie and bale a metal, as any made ufc of, in 
the two laft reigns. Forty of thefe fhillings, I fuppofe, went to the pound 
troy, and weighed each one hundred and forty-four grains, the Groat forty- 
eight grains at the rate of one hundred and twenty to the pound, and the Two 
penny piece twenty-four grains, at the rate of two hundred and forty pieces 
to the pound. The Shilling of this year has her head crowned, in pro- 
file, looking to the right, and this infeription, maria. d. o. anc. fra. 
z. hi b. regina. reverfe the harp crowned, between the letters i*. ft. 
likewife crowned, and this legend, Veritas, temporis. filia. mdliii. 
The Groat is like the Shilling, and has the fame inferiptions, but wants 
the date. The Two-pence has her head likewife crowned, and this epigraphe, 
makia. d. c. a. f r. z. h i b. REci. reverfe, the harp crowned between the 
letters m. r. and Veritas, &c. an annulet, mintmark. M 

The fecond year of Philip and Mary, Sir Edmund Peckham, knight, Philip 
treafurer of the mint of England, Thomas Stanley, comptroller, and William «nd 

* Davis's reports, p. 26. » Ware's annali, p. 127. A- **• 

1 Moryfon's travels, p. j8j . b Leake on Engliui coins, p. 230. 1 

166. 
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Phi up Knight, aflay-mafter, or any two of them*, were impowcred to make out of 
■ nd ten thoufand pounds worth of bafe monies, brought into England by king 
4 A D Y " Philip, Shillings at twelve pence Irifh, forty of them, or one hundred and 
'554' twcnt y groats, to the pound, and at the rate of three ounces fine and nine 
ounces allay \ according to which, the Shilling weighed one hundred and 
forty-four grains, or fix penny-weight, which anfwers pretty near to fome of 
the beft preferved that I have weighed. The Shilling has the king and 
queen's bufts crowned, with the faces turned towards each other, and this 
infeription, philip. z. maria. d. g. rex. z. regina. and the date of the 
year, 1555, under the bufts, in the exergue; reverie, a crowned harp, 
between the letters p. m. alfo crowned, and this epigraphe, posvimvs. de- 
vm. adivtorem. nostrvm. They weigh from five penny weight ten 
grains, to five penny weight twelve grains. The Groats are like the Shil- 
lings, fave that the date, inftcad of being under, is above the heads. Of 
thefe we have with the dates 1555, 1556, 1557 and 1558. See Plate V. 
Numb. ii2 and 113-, they weigh from forty-two grains and a half to forty- 
four grains. 

On die nineteenth of September 1557, the Englifh Rofe-pennies of Hen- 
ry VIII, and Edward VI, mixed with copper, were, by proclamation in Eng- 
land, prohibited there, and rcftrained to Irjeland *. And befides the ten 
thoufand pounds of bale monies ftruck for this kingdom, by virtue of the 
before-mentioned commiflion granted to Sir Edmund Peckham, knight, and 
others, they were, by a fecond, impowcred to coin feven thoufand pounds 
worth of the like bale mdnies into (hillings and groats ; and in the third 
and fourth year of Philip and Mary, a third commiflion was granted for 
coming five thoufand five hundred pounds more of thefe bafe coins, into 
Harp-groats for the ufc of Ireland, and of the fame ftandard e . lb that in 
lefs than three years time, there was coined of thele bafe monies to the 
value of twenty-two thoufand five hundred pounds, bafides what was ftruck 
in the firft year of the reign of this queen, before her marriage. 
Elizab. This great princefs was the firft f , who ordered the ounce of filver in Eng- 
A. D. land to be cut into fixty pennies •, fo that the penny, which formerly was 
'Si 8, the Twentieth part of an ounce, was then, as it is now, made the fixtieth 
part, and confequently the antient penny of filver, at leaft fuch as were coined 
before the ninth year of Edward III, contained as much filver as is now worth 
three pence farthing of our prefent currency. 

Though it is faid », that in the beginning of this reign, we had here a mint 
of our own ; yet it doth not appear that any kind of money was ftruck in 
this kingdom ; but rather, that a commiflion h was granted to Sir Edmund 
Peckham, knight, treafurer, Thomas Stanley, comptroller of the mint, in 
the tower of London, and others, to convert the bafe money then current in 

* Mint-books, Tower, London. ' Davis - rep rts, p. 24. 

' Ware's anoaU. p. 143 ■ Moryfen't travels, p. 283. 

• Leake on Engliib coins, p. 230 & icq. » Leake utfupra, p 265. 
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England, into Harp-fliillings and groats, for the uie of Ireland ; and out of Enx* 
four thoufand pound of this bafe coin, to make eight thoufand pound in ^ 
Harp-fliillings, and Harp-groats, three ounces fine, and nine ounces allay j S5 
forty fuch (hillings to the pound troy, and of groats, one hundred and twenty. 
The ihillings to weigh one hundred and forty-four grains, and the Groats ( 
forty-eight grains. Thefe coins have on one fide the queen's buft crowned, 
looking to the right, with this infcription, Elizabeth, d. c. ang. fra. z. 
hib. rec. reverie, a harp crowned, between the letters e. r. alfo crowned, 
and round it the motto, posvi. devm. adivtorem. mevm. See Plate VI. 
Numb, it 6, and 117. I have one of thefe millings, which weighs one 
hundred thirty-three grains and a half, and a groat, weighing forty-three 
grains and a half ; the mint-marks a harp, and a rofe. 

No fooner was the bafe money decryed, and prohibited in England, but 
it was lent over in great quantities into this kingdom, where the Bungals, 
as they were then called, went for fix pence, and the broad pieces for twelve 
pence but in a fliort time after, the former pafled for two pence, the latter 
for a groat •, and when they were refilled elfewhere, they pafled in Connaught, 
the firft for one penny, and the laft for two pence *. 

About this time the coin, which had been ft> debated, during the three ijfo 
former reigns, and in the beginning of this, was reftored to near its former 
purity, and intrinfic value, as well in this kingdom, as in England. Where- 
upon an old Poet of thofe days made the following ballad k . 

Let bone-fires (hine in every place, 
Sing, and ring the bells - a-pace j ■" 
And pray that long may live her grace, 
. To be the good queen of Ireland. 

The gold and filver, which was fo bafe, 
That no man could endure it fcarce •, 
Is now new-coyn'd with her own face, 
And made go current in Ireland. 

A particular kind of money was, by order of the queen, ftruck for this 
kingdom, viz. Shillings of the value of nine pence Engiilh, to pafs in Ire- 
landfor twelve pence. Whether there were hair- millings ftruck at this time, 
I know not, but I have feen the Groat. They are nearly of equal finenefs 
with her Englifh money of that year. 

The Shilling has on one fide the queen's buft, her head crowned, looking 
to the right, and this infcription, Elizabeth, d. g. a. f. et hibernir. 
rec. another has reci. reverie, three harps in a ihield crowned, between 
the date 15 — 61 and the motto, posvi devm adivtorem. mevm. The 

Groat has Ukewife her head crowned and eljzabeth. t>. c. an. f. z. hx- 

■ 

* Irifh hifi. lib. p. 168. « Ware's and k Ware, ibid. p. j. 

Camden's mailt of Elir. ad An. tit. 
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Elizas. BERN iz. it eg. reverie, three harps in a Ihield, between tha date 15 — 61, 
A -®- and the motto, posvi, 13c. and both have a harp, mint-mark. See Place VI. ^ 
Numb. 1 18, and 1 19. 

Eighty- two of theie millings, fays Malynes went to the pound, and 
therefore weighed feventy grains one fourth each, which is fomcthing heavier, 
in proportion, than the Englilh milling of that time, fixty two whereof 
went to the pound and weighed ninety-two grains feven eighths, and our 
milling being valued at the Tower, at nine pence Englilh, that is, one fourth 
part lefs than the Englilh (hilling, it mould therefore proportionably weigh 
one fourth part, or twenty-three grains lels, and its full weight be fixty- 
two grains 4r- I have three of theie millings, which, though fomewhat 
clipped and worn, weigh full fix ty -nine grains ; the Groat, though pretty 
* much clipped, weighs full twenty-four grains, whereas, according to the above 

Hand and, it mould have weighed but twenty-three 4r from the mint. 
1 598. In the fortieth year of this princefs, I find mention made of an inden- 
ture ■ with Sir John Martin, and Richard Martin his fon, mailer-workers of 
the mint in the tower of London, for coining five different kinds of money 
for Ireland, viz. Shillings, to be current at twelve pence Irilh, Half-mil- 
lings, or fix-penny pieces, Quarter-millings, or three-penny pieces, Pennies, 
and Half- pennies. And accordingly, certain quantities of each kind", were 
ftruck, lent over, and iflued out tor the payment of the army in this king- 
dom. 

The money, coined by virtue of this indenture, was of a very bafe mix- 
ture of copper and filver, viz. three ounces of filver to nine ounces of 
brafs. Its weight and impreflion were, I prefume, the fame with that 
1 60 1. of the fpecies ftruck two years after •, when, by virtue of another indenture °, 
of her torty-third year, millings, fix-pences, and three-pences, were coined 
at the Tower, for the fcrvice of Ireland. Thefe were ftill worfe than the 
lad, being but two ounces and eighteen penny-weight fine, and nine ounces 
two penny-weight allay ' j though Malynes fays, » they were three ounces fine, 
and according to him, eighty-two of the millings went to the pound - t con- 
fequcntly one hundred and fixty-four fix-pences, and three hundred and eighty- 
eight three-pences : at this rate the Shilling muft have weighed feventy grains 
one fourth ; the Six-pence thirty-five grains one eighth j and the Three-pence 
feven teen grains tV Copper Pennies and Half-pennies, were alio coined at the 
fame time, one hundred and ninety and a hall of the Pennies to the pound % 
and of the Half-pennies three hundred and eighty-one. 

The Shillings and Six-pences of this mintage have on one fide the arms 
of England, with this infeription, Elizabeth, d. o. ano. er. et. hiber. rec 
rcvcrfe, the crowned harp, and the motto, posui. devm. adivtorem. 
mevm. See Plate VI. Numb. 120 and 121. The Penny and Half-penny 

' Lex rnercatoria, p. 305. Lend, 1622. • Mint books. Tower, LonJ. Leake, p. 267. 

■ Appendix, No. 19. * Leake, ibid. Lex merest, p. 282. 

» Leake, p. 267. 1 Lex Mercatoria, p. 305. ' Ibid. 
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ii« like the Shilling and Six-pence, with this difference, that the (hield Emu». 
on one fide, is placed between the letters b. r. and the harp, on the other, 
between the date of the year 16— -01. — 16— -02. See Plate VI. Numb. 
122 and 123. The mint-marks on thefe millings, fix-pences, pennies and 
half-pennies, are, a crefcent, a flower de luce, a trefoil, a mullet, or a cy- 
pher. 

Thefe pennies and half pennies are by fome * thought, to have been the 
nrft copper-money fbruck in, or for Ireland j but I have (hewed before, that 
in the reign of Edward IV, fmall money was coined in this kingdom, not 
only of filver mixed with brafs or copper, but alfo of pure brafs or copper. 

** The queen, fays Sir John Davis in order to pay the wages of the 
" royal army, which (he kept in this kingdom for many years to fupprefs 
M Tir-Oens rebellion *, caufed great quantities of mixed monies to be made 
" in the tower of London, with the ulual (tamp of the arms of England, and 
" infcription of her royal (tile, and to be tranfmitted into this kingdom, 
** with her proclamation « bearing date the twenty-fourth of May, in her 
** forty-third year, by which her majefty declares and eftablifhes thole mixed 
** monies, immediately after faid proclamation iffued, to be the lawful and cur- 
«• rent money of this realm of Ireland, and exprefsly commands that they be 
** fo ufed, received and reputed by all her majefty's fubjects, and others, 
** ufing any kind of traffic or trade in this kingdom ; and that if any per- 
** fon or perfons mould refufe the faid mixed monies, according to their 
" denomination, or valuation, that is (hilling for (hilling, and Sic de Cr/erir, 
** being tendered in payment of wages, fees, ftipends, or debts, that they 
•* mould be punifhed as contemners of her majefty's royal prerogative and 
" commands ; and in order to make this coin more current, it was alfp or- 
" dercd by the faid proclamation that, after the tenth of June next enfu- 
** ing, all other monies current in this kingdom mould be annulled, efteem- 
** ed as bullion, and not as the lawful and current money of faid realm.'* 

Before this was brought about, many confultations were held in England, 
on a (theme of fuch coniequence to the liberty, property and welfare of 
the fubject ; but though the queen was againft it, yet it was carried by fome 
of her miniiters ; and, as Camden fairly difclofes the tarings of the whole 
tranfaction, I (hall here tranferibe his own words. ** About this time, fays 
" he, was put forth a proclamation (conformable to a law enacted in the 
" reign of Henry VII.) that no man mould carry over any Englifh money 
** into Ireland ; in regard the rebels drew to themfclves a great part thereof, 
" to buy munition and provifion for the war ; or elfe the merchant tranfport- 
** ed it from thence into foreign parts, to the great detriment and prejudice 
'* of England. Serious deliberations were therefore now had about altering 

1 Lctkr, p. fo. ' Report*, p. 18. * Camden's and Ware'* annals, Elk. The 

• M«yfan'« hift Ireland, voL i. p. ao8. prodamaiiwn » dated 29 Aay. A P pcodtt,No.*o. 
Pub. i 73S . 
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ttma. " the Irifh coin, by mingling fome brafs with it, in regard tlic Iri(h war 
44 drew yearly out of England above one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds 
«* fterling. By this, fome were of opinion, that the charges of the war might 
44 be lefiened : that all the good money might by exchange be drawn out of 
44 Ireland into Englaudj and the rebels, when the good money failed, be 
44 excluded from all commerce with foreigners, and confequendy of neceflity 
** be weakned. Others argued on the contrary, that this change of money 
** would redound to the queen's difhonour, and the damage of the fubjecl: ; 
** that the good money of Ireland could not be drawn thence without a 
great charge to the queen: that the gain gotten hereby, if the new mo- 



u ney were coined in England, would not, when the accounts were caft up, 
•* countervail the charges of carrying it over •, much lefs would the profit 
** be, if it were coined in Ireland, where a mint muft neceflarily be let up 



at great charges, and minters muft be hired at dear rates : neither could 
44 the commerce of the rebels with foreigners be hindered by it, fo long as 
44 there was filver in the new coin, which the merchant knew well enough 
** how to feparate ; to whom it is all one whether he receive one piece of 
44 money, or three of the fame value. And that it was to be feared the 
** foldiers would mutiny, for hereby their pay would be diminifhed. But 
".Buchurft, lord treafurer, a man well (killed in money- matters, with much 
44 ado extorted from the queen, out of neceflity, (for that ufually gives law 
" to time) as he allcdged, that the money fttould be altered for a while, 
41 and be afterwards recalled again to its full value ; to which the queen of 
44 herfelf was averfc, faying often, that it would much refleft on her credit* 
44 and be difpleafing to die army. — To the army, certainly it proved a great 
** prejudice 1 whether it turned to the advantage of the queen or no, I know 
" not, but to the treafurer, and pay-rnafters, without doubt it brought in 
44 good gain, whofe covetous humour (which is a diligent fearcher of new 
44 ways to get money) may feem at firft to have contrived it J." 

Thar this fcheme was, and proved very prejudicial to this kingdom in 
general, and to the army in particular, as had been juftly fore fee n by thofe 
who were againft it, appears from feveral pafiages in Moryfon's hiftory of 
thole times. 44 The fifteenth of May, lays he, * the lord deputy received 
" by the hands of Sir George Carey, treafurer of war, a proclamation figned 
44 by the queen, to be publifhcd for making the new ftandard of mixed 
44 monies to be the only current in this kingdom •, all other coins to be 
•* 4 brought in to the treafurer. And likewife a letter from the queen * re- 
" quiring the lord deputy and council to further the due execution of the 
44 contents of this proclamation, and by fome plaufible graces, done in 
41 general to the fubjeft (in cftablifhing an exchange of this coin in- 
44 to fterling money of England, &c.) inviting all to fwallow this bitter 



pifl, 



Camden's annal» of Eliz. p. 637. Load. * Moryfon's hiB. Ircl. vol. i. p. 234, 

• Appendix, No. 23, 24. 
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pill, which impoverifhed not only the rebels, but her majcfty's befl: fer- Elj*a». 
** vants in this Kingdom, only enriching her pay-mafters fitting quietly at A ; D * 
" home, while others adventured daily their blood in the fervice." 

In order, therefore, to make the moft of this jobb, and to engrofs the 
whole profit thereof to themfelves ; as this money was to be coined in Eng- 
land, for the ufe of Ireland, and to be there remitted by way of exchange, 
the authors of this fcheme procured a patent ■ from the queen in favour of 
the faid Sir George Carey, treafurer at war, and vice-trealurer of Ireland, 
for erecting an office, called, The office of ber bigbnefs ber exchange between 
England and Ireland. And by indenture b , between her majefty and the faid 
Sir George Carey, he was conftituted mafter of the faid office in England and 
Ireland. And in the places by him appointed, every perfon, for twenty mil- 
lings delivered in Ireland, was to receive nineteen millings in England, and 
for twenty (hillings paid in England, to receive twenty-one millings in Ire- 
land. The faid Sir George, being impowered to have deputies, in London, 
Briftol, and Chcfter, in England ; and in Dublin, Cork, Galway and Car- 
rick-fergus in Ireland, or within any other cities, towns, or ports of Eng- 
land, and Ireland, or either of them. 

This new coin being made current by feveral proclamations *, and all other 
coins ordered to be brought to the exchange-office, all kinds of goods and 
provifions did of confequence rife in price to double their former value ; 
which occafioned a general complaint, not only from the foldiers and officers, 
but from the lord deputy himfelf, who, in his letter e to fecretary Cecil of 
thefeventh of November, 1601, fays, " that his private eftate was unable any 
" longer to continue the expence, at which he was forced to live, growing 
" greater by the mixed coin, as he ever thought it would fall very heavy upon 
" him, by which reafon he might value his entertainment to be lefs by the 
" half, than it was in the time of the old ftandard, for whatfoever was bought 
" with this new coin, was raifed-to the double price. And as the exchange 
" foon failed, fays Moryfon a , lb did our hearts therewith : for we ferved 
" there, in difcomfort and came home beggars, fo that the treafurer and pay- 
" matters, (who were thereby enriched) had caufe to blcfi the authors of 
" this invention.'* 

The merchants, above all others, are moft complained oT, in feveral of 
the queen's proclamations, for raifing the price of their goods about feventy 
or eighty per cent, and for refufing, of not taking enough of that bafe money, 
in exchange for what ftcrling money they had. And to make good this 
charge againft them, different accounts e were fent over, of the pretended 
exorbitant profit they made on fuch goods as they either imported, or ma- 
nufactured. 

• Appendix, No. 19. b Ibid. * Ibid. zo8. 

• Appendix, No. 20, II, 22. * Moryfon, vol. ii. p. 270. 

• Moryfon, vol. i. p. 359. 
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Eluab: But the whole blame {hould have been laid on the inventors of that mon- 
A - D - ftrous fcheme, the lord-treafurcr of England, Buckhurft, and his partner the 
' *' vice-treafurer of Ireland, who being perhaps in great arrears, or having 
bought large eftates, were willing to pay off one hundred thoufand pound* 
with twenty-five thoufand pounds. 

For otherwife, how could the merchant, or the manufacturer be blamed, and 
even abufed, for railing his wares upon fuch an occafion. Money has always 
been the ftandard, and the rule of commerce among all nations : wherever it is 
raifed above its intrinsic value, there the price of all manner of commodities 
muft rife alfo in proportion. The merchant, who, before this fcheme took 
place, fent to France for a ton of wine, which coft him there three hundred 
livres or fifteen pounds Iriih, could piy that fum with three hundred harp-fhillings 
of the good filver ; whereas, when the bafc-money was introduced, he muft 
fend, or pay one thoufand two hundred at leaft of thefe new millings, or 
fixty pounds; and, at a moderate profit of ten percent, he might have fold 
his ton of wine, before the debating of the coin, for fixteen pounds ten 
millings, which, in bafe money with the fame profit, he could not fell under 
fixty-fix pounds. The cafe was the fame with the manufacturer, the artifi- 
cer, the farmer, whole goods muft have rifen in proportion, as what he 
received in payment, decreafed in intrinfic value •, and the difference between 
the old and the new coin being three fourths, or feventy-five per cent, he 
muft of confequence have raifed his wares, fcventy-five per cent. So, a 
barrel of wheat, if fold before at fix millings, muft then fell for twenty- 
four millings : a yard of cloath, if worth twelve (hillings muft then be worth 
forty-eight millings. However juft this be j yet fome there are, who would 
fain believe, that if they owe twenty millings they difcharge that debt, if 
they pay twenty millings, although there be lefs filver in the fpecies of coin 
they pay, than in that which they received : as if a perfbn had borrowed 
from me twenty barrels of wheat at twenty ftone each, (hould pretend to 
pay me, by returning me twenty barrels at fixteen (lone each, if the barrel 
was by law reduced to that weight ; whereas he mould return me four hun- 
dred ftones of wheat, otherwife I muft certainly lole eighty ftones, or two 
barrels of wheat by the bargain ; I mould hereby, no doubt, receive the 
fame number of nominal barrels, but at the fame time mould really lofe 
one fifth part of the wheat fo lent. The cafe is the fame as to money •, if 
I lend twenty pound in good fterling filver, it is not enough that the fame 
number of nominal pounds, which are but imaginary names, mould be repaid 
me, I muft receive the fame quantity of fterling filver, that I have lent % for other- 
wile, if I have paid twenty pounds, or four hundred (hillings in fterling money, 
and receive twenty pounds, or four hundred millings in bale money, worth three 
fourths lefe than fterling, it is evident that I lole three fourths of my debt, 
and receive but five pound in intrinfic value, inftead of twenty pounds. 
And, if at that time the merchant had complied, and parted with his fter- 
ling money \ if he had brought it to the office, there to receive twenty* 

one 



Digitized by GooqIc 



. AN ESSAY ON IRISH COINS. 43 

one (hillings of the bafe money, (in reality not worth above three (hillings Elisai. 
and four pence) for every twenty (hillings of fterling money, his flock, if A , D - 
twelve thoufand pounds, muft at once have been reduced to three thofifand ' 
pounds, nay to two thoufand pounds, for the goldfmiths did not value thefe 
(hillings at more than two pence each f . 

This leads me to another obfervation ; the rate of land in this kingdom. 
The land-lord, who during the debating of the monies, under Henry VIII, 
Mary, Edward VI, and Elizabeth, found that inftead of one (hilling of good 
filver, he received but three pence an acre, that is, who inftead of being 
paid twelve pence per acre in fterling money, received a (hilling of the 
mixed-money, worth but three pence, and that he confcquently loft nine 
pence per acre, or the three fourths of his rent, when any of his leafes expired 
during that time, in order to receive his former rent, twelve pence fterling 
per acre, he muft then have raifed the price of his land to four (hillings the 
acre, of the then current money; which, when in the fubfequent reign, the 
fterling money was reftored, and the mixed-money decried, proved a great 
charge to the leflee, who thereby found himJelf obliged to pay four (hillings 
fterling for that acre of land for which he formerly paid but twelve pence 
fterling ; an additional rent of feventy-five per cent. I hope I (hall be ex- 
cufed, for dwelling fo long on this article; I thought it incumbent on me, 
to take off the afperfions, fo grofly and unjuftly caft on the merchants of 
that time, by thofe who made the moft of that (cheme. 

1* Elizabeth, there was coined of the bafe money three /. t. d. 
ounces fine and nine ounces allay, by Sir Edmund Peck- 
ham, 6ff. in weight, 19828 lb. worth in fterling >554* to 3r 

4* Elizabeth, there was (truck, by the lame, of the good 
money eleven ounces fine, in weight 2977 lb. which, at 
3/. the pound weight, makes — — — — - 8931 

40° and 43* Elizabeth, by Sir Richard Martin, in weight 

89844 lb. 10 oz. 15 dwt, worth in fterling — — — 70105 9 2! 

Total in Englim money £ 94577 19 6 



which, at the rate of fixteen pence Irifli, for every Englifli 

(hilling, comes to — — — — — — — — 118222 9 4^ 

This prince, at his aeeeflron to the crown, finding the rebellion in Ire- Jaubs I. 
land inth-ely fupprefled by the late queen, iffiied a proclamation « for regu- A. D. 
lating the currency of her mixed money; and at the fame time ordered, 1601 5 
that a new kind ot money, viz. Shillings and Six-pences, nine ounces fine, 
ftruck for Ireland, by virtue of two indentures k , of the twentieth of Au- 



Leake, p. *6g. « Appendix, No. »6. k Miat books, Tower, Load. 
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Jam m I. guft, in his firft year, and of the twelfth of January, in his fecond year, 
^6o° " lou ^ P**" 5 ncrc » as tne lawful and current coin of this kingdom ; that the 
* bale Shilling, of the late queen, fhould pals for four pence, her Six-penny 
pieces, for two pence and that her Pennies and Half-pennies of copper, 
fhould Hill pafs for the fame value. 

The Shillings of this coinage, have the king's bull in armour, his head 
crowned, looking to the left, with this inferiptton, iacobvs. d. g. anc. sco. 
Fra. bt. Hi3. rex. reverie, the harp crowned, and exvrcat. dbvs. dis- 
sipbntvr. inimici. a bell, mint-mark. The Six-penny piece is like the 
Shilling, except the legend on the reverfe, which is, tyeatvr. vnita. devs. 
See Plate VI. Numb. 124 and 125. 
,00^ The latter end of this year, this prince having changed his title of king 
of England and Scodand, into that of king of Great- Britain, thought pro- 
per to alter likewife, the inlcription. on his Englilh and Irifh coins, as appears 
by a proclamation 1 , dated the twentieth of Ottobcr, 1604, whereby he or- 
ders, " that the lbk, James king of Great-Britain, France and Ireland, lhall 
" be from henceforth ufed in ail inferiptions upon his current monies and 
M coynes of gold and filver hereafter to be mynted," 

I muft beg leave to give here the preamble of another proclamation k of 
his, publiihed on that fubjeel in London die fixteenth of November follow- 
ing. ** Aldiough it be molt certayn, that nothing is more appropriate to 
" foveraign dignities of princes, than the ordering of their monies* and 
" fettling them at fuch prices and valuations as they lhall think fit upon ne- 
"■ celTary caufes yet have wc always bene of opinion* that juft princes Ihould 
" not ufe that Uberty of their power, in abufing or enbonfing the price of mo- 
" nies without all refyeR to the common, benefit of tbeir fubjecls ; in which 
" confideration it is evident to all men, that fince our entrie into this realme 
" we have bene fo far from clianging the auncient and honorable ftandard 
" of the ftarling money of this our jealme of England* as we have on the 
" contrary rcftored to our realme of Ireland monies of pure Diver, in lieu 
" of the bale coyne, with which the neceffity of the tymes, by accidend of 
♦* warm, conftrayned our filler the late queene of happy memory to pay the 
" armies." 

A third proclamation 1 was publiihed here, the twenty-fecond of January, 
ordering that the mixed monies Ihould thenceforward pafs at the fourth 
part of their former value,, that, is the Shilling for three pence* and the Six- 
penny piece for three half-pence. And as the king's title was altered on 
,k, 5# his'Englilh coins, lb was ; it likewife on his Irilh. The Shillings and Six- 
penny pieces, ftruck in the tower of London, and fent over this year, have 
on one fide his head, like the former, with this infeription, iacobvs. d. o. 
mac. brit. fra. et. hib. rex. reverie, the harp crowned and this legend, 

1 Roll offic. Dub. 16 Jac. I. pars 5 dorfo. 1 Appendix, No. 27. 

k R/mer, vol. xvi. p. 6054 
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henricvs. ro&as. regna. iacobvs. Henry united the refesy and James the J*«»« 
kingdoms : alluding to the union of the red and white rofes, the houfes of A ' D - 
Lancafter and York, in the pcrion of Henry VIJ, his great- grand-father, s " 
and to the union of the two crowns of England and Scotland under one 
prince, by his acceffion to the former. The Six-pences are like the Shillings, 
but have on the rcverfe, tveatvr. vnita. devs. mint-marks, a rofe, a 
martlet. See Plate VI. Numb. 126 and 127. 

According to Malynes™, eighty-two of thefe and the former millings went 
to the pound, and therefore weighed feventy grains one fourth, and the fix- 

renccs thirty-five grains one eighth yet fome of the beft preferred that 
have, though worn and clipped, weigh from fixty-two grains to feventy 
grains and a half, and the Six-penny pieces, from thirty grains and a half to 
thirty-three grains and a half. 

By a proclamation ■ of the nineteenth of May, it was ordered that the l6o 7- 
Englifli Shillings mould pals in this kingdom for fixtcen pence ; and by an- 
other 0 , of the eighteenth of May 161 2, all goldfmiths and others were pro- 16 ll - 
hibited under fevere penalties, melting any of the gold or filver coins cur- 
rent in this kingdom. The following year this prince ordered farthings * to "613. 
be made of copper, and to pafs equally current in England and Ireland. 
They have on one fide two fcepters in faltire through a crown, with this 
epigraphe, iaco. d. g. mag. bri. (fome have brit.) revcrfe, the harp 
crowned, and era. et. hib. rex. they are very thin, and not broader than 
one of the prefent Englifli filver groats. Sec Plate VI. Numb. 128. 

As at this time, the Englifh money was current in this kingdom at one 
third part more, than it was in England the Twenty-fliilling piece laureat 
of that king parted here for twenty-fix (hillings and eight pence, and the other 
parts in proportion, the Englifli Crown-piece of five (hillings parted for fix 
(hillings and eight pence •, the Englifli Shilling for fixteen jience, and the other 
parts proportionably. The exchange r between Dublin and London, was at 
twenty (hillings Irifh, for fifteen (hillings Englifli, with fix or eight pence 
in every pound, payable in London •, and by a patent of Charles I, it appears 
that there was at this time an office and mafter of the exchange of monies, 
between this kingdom and England. In the firft ten years of this reign 
there was coined in Irifh (lerling money, one hundred fixty-fix thoufand 
two hundred and feventy-three pounds, eleven (hillings. 

King Charles I. foon after his accertion, granted a patent * to Frances, Ch**l. I. 
duchels dowager of Richmond and Lennox, and to Sir Francis Crane, knight, A ; D ' 
for the term of feventeen years, impowering them to ftrike copper farthings, 
and by proclamation 1 ordered that they fliould equally pafs in England and 
Ireland. They are very fmall and thin, and have on one fide two fcepters 

■ Lex mercatoria, p. 30;. 1 Ibid. 360. T Ibid. 

" Appendix, No. 29. * Mint- books, Tower, 1 ond. 

0 Ibid. No. 30. 1 Appendix, No. 52. 

» Lex mercatoria. p. 278. • Ibid. No. 31. 
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Charl-I. in falrire through a crown, and this infcription, caroxvs. d. c. mao. bri. 

A- D * reverie, the crowned harp, and, fran. et. hib. rex. They weigh about 
fix grains, and have a wool-pack, a bell, or a flower-de-luce, mint-marks. 
See Plate VI. No. 129. 

1627. By a patent and indenture of the twenty-fecond of Auguft, 1627 it 
appears, that Henry earl of Holland was made keeper of the exchanges between 
Ireland and England, for the term of thirty-one years, and that he was 
thereby obliged to exchange any fums of money brought to his office, to be 
remitted to and from England and Ireland, at a reafonable premium, not 
1632. exceeding fix pence in every twenty (hillings. And in the year 1632, Sir 
Thomas Aylefbury, knight, was by the king's patent " appointed fole agent 
for making, felling and vending, all money- fcales and weights, through 
England and Ireland. 

^34. As too large quantities of the above mentioned copper farthings were 
probably fent over from England by the patentees, or their agents, the 
lord deputy Wentworth and council found it neceflary to ftop fuch an evil, 
and to iffue a proclamation * the fixteenth of September, 1634, whereby 
it was ordered, that no perfon mould be forced to take farthing-tokens, 
and that none mould pay above two pence in farthings, in any one pay- 
ment. In December following, the parliament then fitting, took into corui- 
deration a much greater mifchief ; the transportation of foreign gold and 
fdver out of this kingdom, to France, Spain, and the Low-countries, where- 
by this country was drained of its current fpecies ; and after many con- 
ferences * between the lords and commons, they came to a refolution to 

1635. petition the king for the re-eftablimment of a mint in Dublin. The lord 
deputy having accordingly tranfmitted their petition *, his majefty was pleafcd 
to grant their requeft b , and to order " an indenture e to be drawn for that 
«* lervice, buildings to be eredted, and fuch other preparations to be made, 
** as might tend to the perfecting of that bufinefs." It appears from a 
letter of the lords of the council in England, to the lord deputy and 
council here ', that fome fteps had been taken to forward this fcheme, 
and that draughts of an indenture, and other papers relating to it, had 
been delivered to lord Wentworth. It was thereby agreed that, ** gold and 
44 filver money mould be (truck here, of the fame ftandard of thofe of 
** England, for weight and allay, and of fuch fpecies, and with fuch im- 
" preffions and (lamps, as his majefty mould direct, or as the lord deputy and 
" council mould think fit, fo as they be of an impreflion clearly diftinguilh- 
" able from the monies of England • but through the calamities of the 
times, this beneficial project, came to nothing ; and inftead of it, the king 
granted another patent e to Henry lord Maltravers, and Sir Francis Crane 
and appointed them " to caufe farthing-tokens, to be made of brals with 



" Appendix, No. 35, 36. * Ibid. No. 40. « Ibid. No. 41. 

* Ibid. No. u. * Ibid. No. 38. 4 Ibid. No. 42. • Ibid. No. 4», 44 

r Ibid. No. 37 . » Ibid. No. 39.' • Ibid. No. 34. 
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«« fuch a diftinclion, as would readily make them known from all others." Chahl.L 
Thefe had the crown and fcepters like the former, with this epigraphe A ; 
carolv. d. o. ma. bri. and on the reverfe, a rofe crowned, inftead of the 3S * 
harp, with a piece of brafs in the middle, and fra. it. hi. rex. mint 
marks, a crown, a crofs, or a mullet. They weighed eighteen grains, and 
paHed equally in both kingdoms f . 

By a proclamation * of the fixth of April this year, it was ordered, that the 1637- 
titlc or name of Iri(h money or harps, mould be abolifhed, and that all ac- 
counts, receipts and payments, mould be reduced into fterling, and made in 
Englifh money. ** AU accounts in the exchequer," fays lord Strafford *, 
" and all payments upon contracts betwixt man and man are now reduced 
" into fterling money, fo as hereafter, we (hall not need for diftinction to 
" add Irifh or fterling ; for all hereafter is to be undcrftood alter the Englilh 
** accompts, twenty (hillings to the pound." From the words of the pro- 
clamation, that all accounts, receipts and payments, fhould be reduced into 
fterling, fome have been of opinion that all rents due or payable to 
the crown before, ought to have been paid fince that time, at the rate of 
one Englilh fhilling, inftead of twelve pence Irifh ; but, that no fuch 
thing was intended, I humbly prefume, will appear clearly from the 
above quotation, out of lord Strafford's letters ; and, that no more was there- 
by meant, than to take off and avoid the confufion and trouble, which the 
diftinction between Irifh and fterling money, muft have before that time, 
occafioned in the accounts of the exchequer, and other public and private 
tranfalbons. 

After the moft execrable maflacre of 1641, the lords juftices and council, l6 
in order to raife a fund, immediately wanted* to maintain an army to fup- 
prefs the rebels, iffued a proclamation h , the fourteenth of January, 1642, 
to encourage his majefty's loyal fubje&s to bring in their plate for the fer- 
vice of the government, which was chearrully complied with, and the fame 
haftily coined into feveral kinds of fpecies of different fhapes. One kind has 
only the weight ftampt on them, as nineteen penny-weight eight grains, 
—nine penny- weight eight grains— three penny-weight twenty grains— one 
penny-weight fix grains. Another fort, inftead of the weight, has only the 
value, V.for five fhillings. See Plate VI. Numb. 130, 131, 13a, 133. 

The next year, purfuant to the king's letter, dated at Oxford the twen- l6 
ty-fifth of May, the lords juftices UTued a fecond proclamation ', the eighth 
of July following, for further encouragement to the loyal fubjecls to bring 
in their plate to Sir John Veale, knight, Peter Vanderhoven and Gilbert 
Tongues, goldfmiths, authorifed, by commiflion under the great feal of this king- 
dom, to receive and coin the fame into pieces of Five-fhillings, Half-crowns, 
Shillings, Six-penny pieces, four-penny pieces, three-penny pieces, two-pen- 

f Leake, p. 33J. * Appendix, No. 4$. k Appendix, No. 46. 
' Strafford's tetters, vol. u p. 90, 103. ' Ibid. No. 47. 
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Cham.. I. ny pieces, and Pennies; to be of the fame weight and allay with the mo- 
A - D - ney then current in England, and to be each ot them (lamped on one fide, 
l6+3> with the letters c. r. for Carokts Rex, and a crown over them, and on the 
other fide the value of each of the faid pieces, without any infcription. Sec 
Plate VI. Numb. 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140. 

The money (truck by virtue of the faid commuTion, was, by this proclama- 
tion, declared to be the current coin of this kingdom, and ordered to pafs 
and be taken as fuch. The Crown-piece weiglis Seventeen penny-weight fif- 
teen grains, the Half-crown, eight penny-weight nineteen grains, the Shil- 
ling, three penny-weight thirteen grains, the Six-pence, forty-three grains 
«nd a half, die Groat, twenty two grains, the Three-pence, eighteen grains, 
the Two-pence ten grains. I have not the Penny, but I fuppofe it was like 
the reft, and marked i D and its weight to have been about five or fix 
grains. About one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds worth of plate was 
coined at this time f. 

It appears by the king's letter, above-mentioned, that his majefty (till 
defigned to reuore the royal mint in Dublin, but that it was prevented by 
the troubles in England. 

There was another fort of money coined in this kingdom without infcrip- 
tion, having on one fide a plain crofs, and on the other the value ^. tor 
five (hillings, and perhaps (mailer pieces. This is fuppofed to have been 
ftnick during the fiege of Dublin, in 1641 k : but from the crofs imprinted 
on it, I mould rather think that it was coined in imitation of, and op- 
pofition to the laft mentioned, and much about the fame time, by the 
chiefs of the rebels, who pretended to aft under the king's authority •, (as 
appears by feveral of their petitions to the king, in Cartel life of the duke 
of Ormond • for amongft other afts of their general afiembly at Kilkenny 

a fea 



in 1642, we find one 1 whereby it was ordered, " That a feal mould be 
" made for the kingdom •, that every pcrfon whatfoever, talking or dif- 
** courfing, in writing or otherwife or the enemies, (hall not call them by 
" the name or names of Englifh or proteftants, but (hall call them by the 
" name of puritanical or malignant-parry m . That coin and plate (hall be 
«* raifed and eftablifhed in this kingdom, according to the rates and values 
" hereafter-mentioned, and that there (hall be forthwith coined the fum of 
" four thoufand pounds, to pafs current in this kingdom, according to a 
*' proclamation or aft publilhed by direction of this afiembly in the ciry of 
** Kilkenny, and not otherwife ; that the right honourable the earl of Caftle- 
*« haven, and fuch others as his lordfhip (hall call to his afliftance, (hall prefent 
44 unto the fupreme council of this kingdom an inftitution and order of 
" knighthood, concerning the honour of St. Patrick, and the glory of this 
" kingdom." It feems therefore more probable that this coin was ftnick 
by the rebels, by virtue of this aft of their alfembly •, as were, probably, 

f Chronol. of the world, Dub. 1743. p. 62. *Dake of Ormonde's letters, p. 47, 99, no, 

k Iriftihift. lib. p. 170. and fife of Ormond, »o|. i. p. 380. 

1 Appendix, No. 48. ■ Carte'i letters of Ormonde, p. 99, 1 10, 1 1 1. 
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the copper pieces, called St. Patrick's Half-pence and Farthings, which Ca*ai.£ 
I likewife afcribe to them, and fuppofe to have been (truck about this time : A y J* 
for they too well allude to fome paflages in this aft, to doubt of their hav- * 
ing been coined upon this occafion, in honour of St. Patrick and of their 
new order of knighthood. Thefe Half-pennies have on one fide, the figure 
of a king crowned, with a radiant crown, kneeling and playing on the 
harp, and over the harp the imperial crown of England of a different metal 
from that of the coin, that is brais upon copper, or copper upon brafs, 
with this infcription, flore at rex. reverfc, the figure of St. Patrick mitred, 
and (landing with a crofier in his right hand, and a leaf of trefoil in his 
left, which he holds out to the people about him, and on his left fide the 
arms of the city of Dublin, three caftles 2. 1. with this legend bccb grex. 
Mr. Leake has miftaken thefe three caftles for fix fers de molitte, or queues 
it ermines, four and two. The farthing has likewife on one fide a king crowned 
and playing on the harp, a crown of copper or brais over it and round, 
eloreat rex. reverfe, St. Patrick mitred, holding in his left hand a dou- 
ble or metropolitan crofs, a church behind him, and ftretching out his right 
hand over a parcel of ferpents and other venomous creatures as if driving 
them out of the church, and alluding to the proteftants, called in the be- 
fore-mentioned aft the puritanical, — the malignant party ; infcription, qvies- 
cat plebs. The Half-pence or larger fort have fome of them a ftar, 
mint-mark, and others have none : they weigh from five penny-weight ten 
grains to five penny-weight fifteen grains. The fmaller fort, or Farthings, 
have no mint-mark, and weigh from three penny-weight eighteen grains 
to four penny-weight ten grains, and both have a graining round. See Plate 
-/■ VII. Numb. 141 and 142. 

There are ftill preferved, by the curious, fome few filver pieces, with the 
fame impreffions and infcriptions of thefe copper pieces : it is thought that 
they were ftruck as medals, but for my part I think they were ft ruck upon 
the fame occafion, and intended by the KUkenny-aflembly to pafs for {hillings. 

In the years 1645 and 1646, another kind of money was ftruck at Cork, 
viz. Shillings and Six-penny pieces of filver. Thefe have on one fide the 
word cork and under it the year 1645, or 1646, and on the other fide the 
•v value xi i» and vi » Sec Plate VII. Numb. 143. The (hilling weighs fe- 
venry-fivc and one fourth grains, and the Six-pence thirty-feven grains three 
fourths. 

Before the reftau ration of king Charles II, and during the common-wealth o.Cton- 
and Cromwell's government, no money was coined for the particular ufe of wtt. 
Ireland ; but divers perfons in Dublin and other places in this kingdom, in A. D. 
order to fupply the great fcarcity of fmall change, coined copper tokens, •M * 
with their names and places of abode damped on them, whereby they obliged 
themfelves to make them good. To this time may be afcribed thole of Ri- 
chard Greenwood, of High-ftreet, Dublin; Thomas Flood, of ditto, mer- 
chant Thomas Gould, of ditto, merchant - t John Warren, of ditto, chand- 
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O. Cucm-Ier; Nicolas Delonc, of Lazy-hill, Dublin; Defminicr, of Bridgc-ftreet, 
wel. Dublin ; and of William Kcough, of Kilkenny, goldfmith befides, no doubt, 
16 8 many others which I have not. AH thefe tokens are made of brais, or cop- 
4 9 per, not broader, but thinner than our prefent farthings, and like fo many 
promiflbry notes pafled for one penny each, in the neighbourhood, and amongft 
the cuftomers of thofe who ifllied them, whofe names, together with the 
value i". and their coat of arms, fign, or cypher, are imprinted on their 
refpective pieces : which expedient has often been put in practice in the fub- 
fequent reigns. 

•»65i. y^jg fcvcral perfons, in London, fent over great quantities of counter- 
feit and clipped Englifli money and bafe Peru-pieces, which by their agents 
they impofed on the merchants here ; for which villainy fome of the guilty 
were taken and executed. This occafioned a proclamation which was iftued 
in October or November, 1652, whereby it was ordered, that the clipped 
money mould not be given or taken in payment, but by weight, at the rate 
of five (hillings the ounce, and the bale Peru-pieces, for their intrinfic value 
only p. The moft part of this counterfeit money, fent from London, from time 
to time, to Dublin, Waterford, and other places of Ireland, were Half-crowns, 
which were fo bad that the one half of them were not worth two pence in 
fuVer q •, and the Peru -pieces, which were then current here for four millings 
and fix pence, were not worth above two (hillings and four pence. And* 
by an exact aflay made r , it appeared that fix hundred and thirty-five pounds 
worth of thele pieces at the current price of four (hillings and fix pence, 
were not intrinfically worth above four hundred and one pound in fterling 
money ; fo that two hundred and thirty-four pounds were loft in that fmall 

r6 S^- parcel. This occafioned fcveral reprefentations from the council here. To 
the council of State, the committee of Irifh-afTairs, fecrctary Thurloe, and 
to the lord protector, in England, to (hew them the neceflity of erecting a 
mint here, as the only expedient left to retrieve the affairs and the trade of 
Ireland •; but though this requeft was often repeated until the latter end of 
1656, yet I do not find that it was granted. 
Char. II. This prince after his reftauration, and in the twelfth year of his reign, 

A * granted a patent 1 to Sir Thomas Armftrong, knight, for the term of twenty- 

1 ' one years, for coining copper farthings, in fuch place as he (hould judge 
moft convenient, and in fuch a quantity as he could conveniently iflue 
among his majefty's fubjects of this kingdom. The faid farthing tokens 
to be made of copper by engines, to weigh twenty grains or more each 
at the difcretion of the faid Armftrong, and to have on one fide two 
fcepters eroding a diadem, and on the other fide, a harp crowned with the 
king's ftile, Carolus ftcundus magna Britannia., Francia et Hibtmi* Rex y with 
a privy mark, from time to time. Any other farthings were by this patent 
prohibited to be ufed through Ireland under pain of forfeiture of the coin 

r Appendix, No. 49. 1 Ibid. No. 50. • Ibid. No. 49, 50, 51, 52. 
' lbict No. 51. » Ibid. No. S3- 
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and engines, and all other ufual penalties j the faid Armftrong to pay yearly Char. If. 
to the king for this privilege fixteen pounds thirteen /hillings and tour pence. ^ 
Thefe farthings have one fide two fcepters in a faltire through a crown, and 
this infcription, carolvs. 11. d. o. m. b. reverie, the crowned harp, and 
fra. et. h ib. REX. and fome of them weigh twenty-eight grains, inftead 
of twenty : but as Sir Thomas ** could never be admitted to make ufe of 
" this grant, nor obtayne allowance from the chiefe governor of Ireland to 
" iflue the faid farthing-tokens," u he could not proceed, and therefore we 
may well fuppofe that very few were coined and lent abroad. 

His majefty having alfo taken into confideration the hardlhips, under which 
his fubjec~ts of Ireland labored for want of good filver fpecies, and by the 
great quantity of bafe money imported into this kingdom, was pleafed by 
his letter of the thirtieth of October, to order the lords juftices and council 
of Ireland to iflue a proclamation for raifing the value of gold and filver 
coins ; and accordingly, the twenty-ninth of January following, a proclama- 
tion came out for afcertaining the value of, and declaring the feveral gold 
and filver coins therein mentioned, to be the cuirent coin of this king- 
dom, * at the rates following, viz. 

Weight. Value, 
dwt. grs. /. s. d. 

'The golden Rider weighing - 612 1 2 6 

The half golden Rider, - - - - 3 6 o 11 3 

The Spanifh, or French quadruple Piftole - - 1 7 8 3 4 o 

The Spanifh, or French double Piftole 8 16 1 12 o 

The Spanifh, or French Piftole - -- -- -- 4 8 016 o 

The Spanifh, or French Half-piftolc -2 4 o 8 o 

The Double Ducat of gold 4 12 o 18 o 

The Single Ducat 2 6 o 9 o 

The Spanifh SufFrain - -- -- -- -- -- -- 7 2 1 8 o 

The Spanifh 1 lalf -SufFrain - -- -- -- -- -3 ] 2, o 14 o 

» 

The Mexico, or Sevil piece of eight, the Rix- 1 

dollar, or Crofs-dollar -------- J 17 0 0 4 9 

The Halves, ditto - -- -- -- -- -8 12 o 2 4^ 

The Quarters, ditto - -- -.-----4 6 o 1 2^ 

The Half-quarters, ditto - -- -- -- -2 3 o o 7^ 

The Portugal-Royal - -- -- -- -- -14 0038 

. The Half, ditto - -- 7 0 0 110 

yr * The Quarter, ditto --------- 3 12 o on 

The Diiccatoon _. , 2 o 16 o 5 9 

The Ha'f, ditto 10 8 o 2 lor 

The Quarter, ditto ----5 4 o 1 5^ 

u Appendix, No. 65. * Ibid. No. $4. r 
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Char. II. The old Peru-piece, and French-Lewis - - -17 o o 4 6 

1660' Thc Halves > ditto 8 12 o 2 3 
The Quarters, ditto 4 6 o 1 i| 

.The Half-Quarters, ditto 2 3 o o 6$ 

Two pence to be allowed for each grain deficient in the weight of the gold, 

and three pence for every penny-weight wanting in thc filver. And, 

j 66 1. Whereas feveral perfons, in all cities, corporate and market-towns, had 
taken the liberty to make fome kind of brafs or copper tokens with fuch 
(lamps as they thought proper, and uttered them for one penny each piece, 
to the great prejudice of the fubjed, for that for the value of every twenty 
pence that the brafs flood them in, there was railed about twenty (hillings 
of pure filver j the lords juftiees and council did therefore think proper to> 
ifiue two proclamations this year the firfl on the feventeenth of Auguft r 
forbidding any perfon, or perfons whatsoever, to make, or caufe to be made, 
any brafs or copper money or tokens, without fpecial licence from his ma- 
jefty, under pain of fuch penalties and puniftiments, as by the laws of this 
kingdom could br juflly inflidted. But as no notice was therein taken of 
the patent granted to Sir Thomas Armflrong, who might have fuffered con- 
fiderably, had his farthings been decried with the reft, a fecond proclama- 
tion * came out the thirteenth of September following forbidding any per- 
fon to make any copper or brafs money, or tokens, without fpecial licence 
from the king, ** which Sir Thomas Armflrong, knight, hath by letters pa- 
** tents under the great-feal of England.** Here the Government acknow- 
ledges that Sir Thomas had the king's patent, and in confequence thereof 
makes a provifb for him in this proclamation, and yet we find that the chief 
governor (I fuppofe the duke of Ormond, who was lord-lieutenant in 1662) 
would not allow this patent, nor let him utter his farthings. 
»66a. The following year, 1662, the king granted another patent ■, bearing date 
the twenty-eighth of April, to Sir Thomas Viner, baronet, Robert Viner and 
Daniel Bellingham of Dublin, goldfmiths, for the term of twenty-one years, 
for coining fiver money from the Half-penny to the four-penny piece, of 
eleven ounces two penny-weight fine and eighteen penny-weight allay, pay- 
ing to his majefly twelve pence out of every pound troy of* the filver lb 
coined. According to the patent thefc coins were to bear the following damps, 
viz. the Half-penny piece, a crown on one fide, and on thc other a harp ; 
the penny-piece, on one fide the king's head with the figure 1, and on the 
other fide a harp ; the Two-penny piece, on one fide the king's head with the 
figure n, and on the reverfe, a harp crowned The Three-penny piece, the 
king's head crowned, with the figure in, and his majefly's title, Carolus 11, 
{£c. on one fide, and on the other a crowned harp with this legend, Obit Hat 
tt Reparat •, and the Groat or four-penny piece, the king's head with his title 

' Appendix, No. 55. * Ibid. No. 56. • Ibid. No. 57. 
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and the figure 1 111 on one fide, and on the reverie, the harp crowned, with C"* 
the fame motto ObUSat et Reparat. But as I have not met with any of thefe 
coins, or any perfon that ever law them or heard of them, I prefume that as 
the patentees were to bear the whole expence of the coinage, and to pay 
all the officers of the mint, befides what they were to pay to the king, they 
found it would not turn to their advantage, and confequently dropped the 
undertaking. 

As the proclamation publifhed the twenty-ninth of January, 1660, did not 
exprefsly mention the Mexico plate pieces, commonly called Pillar-pieces, and 
for this reafbn many did (cruple and refufe to take them in payment 
according to the rate and value of the Mexico, or Sevil-pieces of eight, 
though they were of equal finenefs and of greater weight - t the lord lieu* 
tenant, (duke of Ormond) and council, did therefore, iflue a proclamation \ 
the nineteenth of September, this year, whereby it was ordered, that the 
faid Pillar-pieces, weighing feventeen penny-weight, fhould pals and be re- 
ceived in payment for four (hillings and nine pence each, and the leffer pieces 
in porportion, with the like allowance of three pence for every penny- 
weight deficient in their refpcc"Hve weight. 

About this time fmall change muft have been very fcarce, fince we find 167U 
that private perfons and towns were obliged to coin copper tokens, I have 
of this year the Penny-piece (truck at Kinfale, having on one fide a port- 
cullis with the figure 1* , and round it kins ale. 1672, and on the other the 
arms of the town. See Plate VII. Numb. i4f. I have alfo the Half-penny 
of Michael Wilfon, having on one fide the (cutcheon of his arms, with this- 
infeription, mic. wilson. or. dvblin. reverie, St George, killing the Dragon, 

and HIS HALF-PEN Y. \6"}Z. 

Exporting the current money of this kingdom, notwithftanding, and con- i&? j? 



a 



trary to the laws and (tatutes in force in the fame, was carried to fuch 
pitch, and became fo prejudicial to the fubject, that the lord lieutenant (earl 
of Efiex) and council, in order to put a (top to this growing evil, iflued 
a proclamation «, the twenty-eighth of July this year, ftri&ly commanding 
that all and every the laws, (tatutes and ordinances, heretofore made, for 
keeping the coin of the kingdom within the fame, (hould be henceforth firm- 
ly and inviolably kept, and that no perfon whatfoever (hould prefume to 
export, carry or fend away any money current within this kingdom,, nor 
any plate, bullion, gold or filver wrought or unwrought, without licence 
from the lord lieutenant .and council, except only fo much as (hall be ne- 
ceffary for their abfolute and necefiary expences, which they (hall be ob- 
liged to difcover to his majefty's fearchers, under pain of incurring the 
forfeitures in and by the faid laws and (tatutes limited and appointed d , be- 
ing the forfeiture of the value of the money, plate, or bullion, fo car- 

b Appendix, No. 58. « Ibid. No. 59. IV.— 2 Hen. VI.— 12 and 43 EJix. which ft* 
' Stat oEdw. Ill — 5 Rich. II.— a Hen. before. 
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Cha*. II. ried, or intended to be carried out of this kingdom, whereof the difcovercr 
A - D - is by the faid ftatutes to have one fourth part ; all his majefty's fearchers 
and other officers, being hereby ftri&ly commanded to be careful and vigi- 
lant about the full execution of all and fingular the faid laws and ftatutes. 

And whereas, divers perfons, and many cities and towns, did ftill continue 
their former practice of making and uttering copper and brals tokens, ano- 
ther proclamation e was iflued by the faid lord lieutenant and council, the i'c- 
venteenth of October following, forbidding any perfon whatfoever to make 
or ft amp any brafs, copper, or other tokens, without licence from his majefty. 
167;. Among the manufcript letters of the earl of Eflex, then lord lieutenant, 
I find one from his excellency to the lord Ranclagh f , of the tenth of Febru- 
ary 1674-5, whereby it appears that the government was then confidering 
of fome means for making good and lawful farthings, and that a propofal 
for that purpofe had been offered to him, which, with this letter, he trans- 
mitted to the laid lord, to be laid before the king, for his majefty's approba- 
tion : but although this propofal was thought here very reaibnable and advan- 
tagious for the fubieit, who labored under many difficulties for want of 
fmall change *, yet I do not find that it was accepted. 

In the fame manufcript copy-book, is another letter of his excellency to 
Mr. fecretary Coventry, of the twentieth of the fame month h , wherein he 
inclofes a proclamation for the king's approbation, to raifc the value of the 
Portugal Crufadocs from three (hillings and eight pence to three ftiillings 
and ten pence each, weighing fourteen penny-weight, and the Half-crufadoe, 
weighing * feven penny-weight at one (hilling and eleven pence. 

Notwithftanding the late proclamation againft exporting of gold and fil- 
ver out of the kingdom, it was ftill found neceflary to put a ftop to this 
pernicious practice j another proclamation 1 was therefore publifhed by the 
lords juftices and council the twenty-fixth of July this year, forbidding all 
perfons whatfoever to export, or carry out of the kingdom, any gold, or 
fdver money, plate or bullion, and charging all his majefty's officers to put 
the laws in execution againft the offenders. 
1677. Divers merchants, ftrangers and others, having brought into this king- 
dom large quantities of a certain Dutch coin, then called, the Ncw-lyon- 
dollars, damped with a lyon rampant on one fide, and a man with an elcut- 
cheon on the other fide, with this motto, Confident Domino non movetur y and 
the year 1674. 1675. 1676. which, by themfelves or their agents, they im- 
pofed on the fubjecl at the rate of four (hillings and nine pence each, though 
not really and intrinfically worth more than three (hillings and four pence 
farthing, being found upon trial to be two ounces five penny-weight worie 
than the ftandard of England \ a proclamation was uTued * the ninth of 

* Appendix, No. 60. f Ibid. No. 61. " den given therein." Earl of Eflex's manti- 

% " the country (utters much under the want fcript letter to lord RaneJagh, of the tenth of 



" of fmall money legally authorifed, therefore March, 1674-5. 
" I wi(h the propofal concerning it, which I b Appendix, No. 62. 
" fcnt to your lordfliip, were confiUered and or- | Ibid. No. 63. " Ibid. No. 64 
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April this year, by the lord lieutenant (Eflex) and council, declaring that no Cha*. IX. 
officers of his majefty's revenue, nor any perfon of what quality or condi- A " 
tion foever, were by any law in force in this kingdom, required or inforced 1 77 * 
to take or receive in payment any of the aforefaid pieces. 

This year, a very fair copper half-penny was ftruck in Dublin,, of the bignefs 
of our prefent half-penny, it has on one fide the arms of this city with the date 
16-9 over it, and this infeription, 4- the dvblin half pennie. reverfe, the 
Y~ harp crowned, and long live the king. See Plate yill. Numb. 175. 

Upon application and a reprefentation made to the king, by Sir William 1680. 
Armftrong, knight, that neither his father, nor himfelf, were ever admitted 
to make ufe of the patent heretofore granted to his late lather, nor obtain 
allowance from the chief governor ol Ireland, to iflue his farthings, as the 
king's coin amongft his majefty's fubjecb of that kingdom-, and that hav- 
ing laid out confiderable lums of money for copper, tor the working there- 
of into farthings, and other incidental charges, they had fuftained great lofs 
and damage. His majefty was therefore pleafed to grant new letters patent 
bearing date the eighteenth of May, to the faid Sir Thomas Armftrong, 
knight, and colonel George Legg, for the making copper half-pence, for the 
ufe of this kingdom, during the term of twenty-one years, they paying 
yearly to the crown fixteen- pound thirteen (hillings and four pence. The * 
laid half-pence, to be made by engines, and to weigh one hundred and ten 
grains troy. In confequence of this, the lord lieutenant (duke of Ormond) 
and council iftued a proclamation m , the nineteenth of July following, de- 
claring the copper half-pence made by Sir Thomas Armftrong and colonel 
George Legg, by virtue of the faid patent, to be the lawful and current coin of 
this kingdom, and forbidding any perfon whatfbevcr to make or counterfeit the 
fiid copper half -pence, or to import any counterfeit •, or to make any kind of 
brafs or copper tokens, half-pence or farthings, or to import the fame, under 
pain of fucn penalties and punifhments, as by the laws and ftatutes in this king- 
dom, and by his majefty's prerogative royal, might be inflifted upon fuch 
perfons, for their contempt and breach of his majefty's royal commands. 

This proclamation, however, provided that none mould be inforced to re- 
ceive more than five (hillings of the faid half-pence in any One payment of 
one hundred pounds, and fo proportionably in all greater or leffer fums j 
and that in cafe any of his majefty's fubjefts fhould happen to be furcharg- 
ed in the courfe ot their trade with more of the faid half-pence, than they 
could utter, the faid Sir Thomas Armftrong and colonel Legg, their depu- 
ties and agents, were hereby required to pay at any time, the fum of twenty 
(hillings in current gold or filvcr, lor every twenty-one (hillings of faid cop- 
per half-pence, that (hould be* brought to them. 

Thefe half-pennies have on one fide the king's head laureat, looking to the. 
left, with this infeription, carol vs. it. del gratia, reverfe, .a harp crowned 
between the dates of the years 16 — 80. 16 — 81. 16 — 82. 16 — 83. 16 — 84. 

1 Appendix, No. 65. ■ Ibid. No. 66. 
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and mao. br. kr a. et. hi b. rex. See Plate VII. No. 144. This W4$ 
certainly the belt and handfomcft copper money yet ftruck in, or for 
Ireland. Such as were coined during the firft three years, weigh from one 
hundred and eighteen to one hundred and nineteen grains, and thofe of the 
two lad years, about one hundred and nine to one hundred and ten grains. 

Another proclamation ■ was iflued the fixth of June this year, by the lord 
deputy (earl of Arran) and council, for afcertaining the value of foreign 
gold and filver coins current in this kingdom, at the rates following, viz. 



Weight. Value. 



3 J 
o * 
O 



"The golden Rider, weighing — — 
The Half golden Rider — — — 
The Spanilh, or French Quadruple-piftolc 
The Spanilh, or French Double -piftolc — 
The Spanilh, or French Single-piltole — 
The Spanilh, or French Half-piftole — 
The Double-ducat — — — — — 
The Single-Ducat — — — — — 
The Spanilh SufFrance — — — — 
The Spanilh Half-fuffrance — — — 



— 6 

— 3 

— '7 

— 8 

— 4 

— 2 

— 4 

— 2 

— 7 

— 3 

—20 



CO 



'The Ducatoon — — — — — 
The Half-ducatoon — — — — — 10 
The Quartcr-ducatoon — — — — — 5 
The Mexico, Sevil, or Pillar-piece of eight, the I 

Rix-dollar, Crofe-dollar, and French-lewis, J 1 7 
The Halves ditto — — — — — 8 
The Quarters ditto — — — <— 4 
The Half-quarters ditto — — — — 2 
J: S The Twelfth of the French-lewis — — — t 
The old Peru-piece of eight — — — 17 
The Half ditto — — — 
The Quarter ditto — — — 
The Half-quarter ditto — — 
The Portugal-royal — — — 
The Half ditto — — — - 
The Quarter ditto — — — — 
Two pence to be allowed for each grain deficient in the weight of the gold, 
and three pence for each penny-weight wanteaof the filver, and fo propor- 
tionably for greater and lefler want of weight, in each of the faid pieces of 
gold or filver refpectively. 



— 8 

— 4 

— 2 
—14 

— 7 

3 



grs. 


/ 

#• 


J . 


j 
a. 


1 2 


I 


2 


6 


6 


0 


1 1 


5 


4 


3 

j 


10 


O 


14. 
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I < 


O 


7 


O 
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6 




O 


8 
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12 


O 


18 




6 
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6 
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14- 




16 
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1 
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12 
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4i 
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2i 
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0 


74 


12 
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4i 
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12 
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i4 
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6i 
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10 


12 
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1 1 
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We have obfcrvcd in the preceding article, that the late king had granted J*«*«» ! 
a patent, bearing date the eighteenth of May, 1680, to Sir Thomas Arm- ^J/T 
ftrong, knight, and colonel Legg, for coining copper half-pence. The fcven- 
teenth of June following, they by deed of alignment t transferred it to Sir 
John Knox, of Dublin, alderman, wlx> this vear, petitioned King James for 
a new patent, upon his furrendcring the old. Whereupon his majefty was 
plcafed to direct his warrant 1 to the then lords juftices, bearing date the 
twenty-third of October 1685, authorizing them to accept of the faid fur- 
render from, and to caufe new letters patents to be made to the faid Sir 
John Knox, knight, for the making or copper half-pence for the ufe of this 
kingdom. Accordingly a new grant was made under the great-feal of Ire- 
land ' to the faid Sir John Knox, knight, then lord mayor ot Dublin, for the 
remainder of the time yet unexpired of the former grant, and under the 
fame reftri&ions and limitations. Thefe half-pennies have on one fide the 
king's head laureat, looking to the right with this infcription, iacobvj. 
11. del gratia, reverie, the crowned harp between the dates 16 — 85. 
16 — 86. 16 — 87. 16 — 88. and mag. br.fr. et. hib. rex. See Place VII. 
Numb. 146. 

The fixteenth of January this year a proclamation • was ifiued by the lord 
deputy (earl of Tirconncl) and council, reciting the proclamation publifhed 
in 1683, by the carl of Arran, late lord deputy, and declaring that all the 
foreign gold and filver coins therein mentioned fhould pafs within this king- 
dom, according to the weights and rates therein fpecificd. 

King James arrived in Dublin from France on the twenty-fourth of March, 
1688-9, and the next day publifhed a proclamation 1 for raifing the value of 
Englifh ami foreign gold and filver coins, and ordered, that they fhould pafi 
current in Ireland, at the following rates, viz. 



r The golden Rider, 
The Half golden Rider — 



Weight, 
dwt. grs. 



The French and Spanifh Quadruple-piftole 
The Spanifh, and French Double-piftole — 

The Spanifh, and French piftok — 

The Spanifh, and French Half-piftok — 
The Double-ducat — — — — — 
The Single-Ducat — — — — — 
The Spanifh Suffrance — — — — — 

The Spanifh Half-fuffranee — — 3 

The Guinea — ■ — *»- — o 

The Half-guinea — — — — — -— o 



— 6 

— 3 
—17 

— 8 

— 4 

— 2 

— 4 

— 4 

7 



12 
6 
4 

*4 
8 

4 
12 

6 

2 

o 
o 



/. 
1 
o 

3 
1 

O. 
o 
I 
o 
I 

o 
I 

o 



J. 

4 
12 
16 
18 

19 

9 
o 

10 

it 

15 
4 
12 



d. 

o 
o 
o 
o 

6 
o 
o 
o 
6 
o 
o 
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Weight, 
dwt, grs. 



3 



The Ducatoon — — — ——— — 20 

The Half-ducatoon — — — — —10 

Quarter-ducatoon — — — — — 5 



ne 



The Mexico, Sevil, or Pillar-piece of eight, the 1 

h-lewis, > 7 



16 
8 



/. 
o 
o 
o 



Value.' 
s. a\ 

6 3 
3 ii 
* 7 



o 

4 *.* ,i J 



:> » 



3 
7i 
5 
9 

4t 

1* 

7 
10 
if 

0 

5 

8i 

la 
64 



--■ 



Rix-dollar, Crofs-dollar, and French 
The Halves ditto — — — — — 8 12 o 2 
The Quarters ditto — — —-—460 I 
The Half-quarters ditto — — — — 2 3 o o 
The Twelfth part of the French-lewis — — 1 12 0.0 
« ,j The old Peru-piece of eight — — —17 004 
£i The Half ditto — — — — 8 12 o 2 
The Quarter ditto — — - — -^4601 
The Half-quarter ditto — — —2300 
The Portugal-royal — — — — —14 003 
The Half ditto — — — — 7 0 o 1 

The Quarter ditto — — — — — 312 01 
The Englifh Crown — — — — — o o o 5 
The Englifh Half-crown — — — — o 0.0 2 
The Englifh Shilling — — — — — o o o 1 
.The Englifh Six-pence — — — —0000 
Two pence to be allowed for every grain deficient in the weight in any of 
the gold pieces, and three pence for each penny-weight wanted in the filver, 
and lb proportionably for greater or leffer want of weight in the. feveral 
pieces herein mentioned. This is the firft proclamation, where I find men- 
tion made of the currency of Englifh money in this kingdom fince the 
reftauration : as the (hilling is hereby raifed to one milling and one penny, 
we muft fuppofe that it was before current for twelve pence, the Half- 
crown at two (hillings and fix- pence, the Crown at five (hillings, and the 
Guinea at twenty (hillings, and confequently that the exchange between 
land and Ireland was then at par in the ftricteft fenfe of toe word, 
and filver muft have been very plentiful here in the latter end of the pre- 
ceding reign, which was probably owing to its currency being raifed in 
1683. But now the fcenc changes, on the profpeft of a civil war v the 
proteftant merchant, the monied man, fecures his effects and dies to England. 
Without money, how could king James maintain his army ? Its value there- 
fore muft be raifed, and as Guineas are lefs cumberfome and of an 
eafier carriage than Crowns, or -any -other filver coins, he raifes the va- 
lue of Englifh gold twenty per tent, and the Englifh filver eight one third 
per cent, only, and other foreign gold and filver (pedes in proportion j that 
what little money was left in the kingdom, and the few thouland livres he 
had borrowed from the French king, might go a greater way ; wherefore, as 
the (mall French pieces of three ibus, though not worth above one penny 

three 
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three fifths fteriing, were a very convenient coin to pay a foldier with, they Jamii Ik 
were by proclamation of the fourth of May following, made current, and A ;J?* 
ordered to pafs for three pence half-penny each. 

But after all, when it was found that this fcheme did not bring in money 
fad enough to anfwer his courtiers demands, or fupply the necefliries of the 
ftate, this prince, led and advifed by thofe about him, who fought their own 
more than their matter's intereft, laid afide the patent by him granted but 
four years before to Sir John Knox, and then in the hands of colonel Roger 
Moore, and having given an order " for feizing on that gentleman's engines 
and tools for coining, fct up mints of his own, one at Limerick, in the 
deanry-houfe, and the other in Dublin, in Capel-ftreet; which laft con- 
fifted of two prefles, one called the fjames-prefs, and the other the duchefs *i 
over which were appointed feveral officers, viz. fix commiffioners divided 
into two clafies, the firft and fecond, four comptrollers, two fecretaries, one 
for each clafs, two warders, one treaiurer, four tellers, four feeders, eight 
laborers at the fly, two porters, a meflenger; a ftorc -keeper and two door- 
keepers. Each let of men were obliged to work at each prefs twelve hours 
night and day, wherefore a double fet of hands was required i. The com- 
miflioners in Dublin were, John Trinder, Thomas Goddard, William Tal- 
bot, William Brumfield, Francis Rice, and Edward Fox, elqrs ; and Wal- 
ter Plunket, at Limerick. The fecretaries Mr. John Tringer and Mr. Sa- 
muel Clark, Mr. Hewlet, treaiurer, Meflh Holland, Morgan, Oiborn and 
Dempfey, comptrollers. 

This fettled, they went to work, and king James, on the eighteenth of 
June iflued a proclamation " for making two forts of money, or brafs and 
copper mixed-metal, current in this kingdom. The one for twelve, and the 
other for fix pence. Thefe pieces have on one fide that prince's head Iau- 
reat, with this infcription i a cob vs. u. del oratia. and on the reverie, two 
fcepters in faltire through a crown, between the letters i. a. with the date 
of the year, and the value of each piece above, viz. xn. on the Shilling, 
and vi. on the Six-pence, under it the month wherein each piece was ftruck, 
and round it, mac. br. fra. bt. hib. rxx. The Shilling has the king's neck 
bare, but on the Six-pence, it is garnifhed. See Plate VII. Numb. 147 and 
148. By another proclamation of the twenty-feventh of the fame month, 
a larger piece was ordered to be ftruck of the fame kind of mixed metal* 
and to pus as current money within this kingdom, at the rate of half a 
crown, or thirty pence. They have the king's neck garnifhed, and the va- 
lue xxx inftead of xu. as to the reft, the ftamp and infcription is the fame 
H- as that of the milling. See Plate VII. Numb. 155. Thele Half-crowns weigh 
from (even penny-weight twelve grains to nine penny-weight fifteen grains t 
the {hillings from three penny-weight fifteen grains to tour penny-weight 

« Appendix, No* 73. • Ibid. No. 74. officp, Dublin. r iWdea. 

f Mint book of order., 1. ». 16*9. Audit • Appendix, No. 75. ! Ibid. No. 76V 
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Jame< II. fifteen grains, and the Six-pences from one penny-weight twenty grains to 

A. D. penny-weight eight grains. Some of these coins for every month, from 
9 ' June, 1689 to April, 1690, inclufive, are in the hands of the curious. 

But although mortgage*, bills, bonds, or obligations, debts due by record, 
and money left in truft, were by the forementioned proclamations excepted, 
and not to be reimburfed in this copper money ; yet a proclamation came 
out on the fourth of February following fc , whereby that prince ordered, that 
the faid money mould be paid and received in payment, for all manner of 
debts whatsoever, without exception. 

As the mint could not go on without metal, the fecretary of ftate, lord 
Melfort, lent an order to lord MountcaJhel, matter general of the ordnance, 
to deliver to the commifll oners of the mint, fome old brafs-gttns, which were 
in the caftJe-yard e . A circular order 4 Was alio Jent to ail the coUeftors 
of the revenue, to procure all the copper and brafs, that could be had in 
their refpe&ive diftriets, and to lend it up as fail as poflible. And in or- 
der to encourage the fubject. to bring their place and their gold and filver 
fpecies to the mint to exchange it for this copper money, the commiflionera 
of the mint were ordered * to give fix pence in the pound in copper for 
all filver and gold brought into the mint, where it was to be taken at the 
current value and full weight. 

For a further inducement to take this money, it was thought proper to 
iflue a proclamation f the twenty-eighth of February following, declaring 
** that all perfons mould be at liberty, by way of loan, to pay into the trea- 
*« fury any fums of the faid money, or of any other money current in this 
'* kingdom, and that all fuch perfons (hall upon demand be repaid the faid 
'* fums in the current money of the faid kingdom, with the intereft thereon, 
" at the rate of fix per cent, per annum.** And by another proclamation « of 



the ninth of June, 1690, this prince inftead of fix per cent, promifed to 
pay ten per cent, for fuch money, as mould be brought into his treafury by 
way of loan. 

In March, 1690, three new and different kinds of money were ftruck, viz. 
Penny pieces, and Half-penny pieces, made of a mixture of lead and tin t 
and crown pieces of a white mixed metat The Penny-piece of the bignefs 
of a {hilling, and the Half-penny of that of a fix pence; both having on 
one fide, the king's head laureat, the neck bare, and this inicription, iaco- 
ivs. ii. del gratia, and on the reverie a piece of prince's metal fixed in 
the middle, with the harp crowned and mag. br. fr. et. hib. rex. with 
the date of the year 1689, 1690. See Plate VII. 150 and if 1. and Plate 
VIII. Numb. 176. I have one of each date. Some of thele pennies have 
the value i» (lamped behind the king's head, and others have not, thele laft 
anfwering the defcription given in the warrant K The Half-penny differs from 

» Appendix, No. 77. « Ibid. No. 78. k trift-bift. lib. p. 17a. Lake, p. jtj. 
* Ibid. 70. • Ibid, No. 80. .* Appcada, No. 8* 

' Ibid. No. 81. • Ibid. No. 8a. 
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the Penny in that it has the icing's head, Qefar-like, with (hort hair. Thefc U*t* W. 
w« by pmdamatton, of the twenty-eighth of March k , ordered to pais, 
as liwhri and .current money of, Ireland. ' 

Hie third kind of money ftruck in tins and the next month, were the 
Crowns of white metal ; thefc have on one fide the figure of the king in 
armour, on horfe-back, holding a drawn fword in his hand, his head lau* 
re at, and this infeription, iac 11. dxi. ora. mac. bri. pra. bt. hib. rbx. 
reverie, a fpeck of prince's metal fixed in the middle, with the arms of 
England* Scotland, France and Ireland, in four- crowned fhieids oofs-wife,, 
a crown in the center, and in the quarters or angles of the crofV a no. 
dom. 1690. with this legend, cbristo. victors, triumpho. and upon 
the rim mrlioris. tessera, fati. a y no. reoni sexto. A proclamation 
was iflued the twenty-firft of April following J , whereby they were ordered*, 
under very fevere penalties, to be taken and received in payment, at the. 
rate of five (hillings. 

This Crown is to exceecHnglv fcarce, that the learned bifhop Nicbolibn ■ 
thought they had not been made current, and that the Succel* at the battle 
of the Boyne had prevented the publifhing of this proclamation : but, as be- 
tides the printed proclamation which is in the books of the council office, 
and- one in my poflcffion, I have feen two or three others in different 
hands •, it is evident therefore that the proclamation was mad ex public,, and. 
confequently that this coin was iflued out And moreover, from the twenty 
firft of April, to the firft of Juh/, there was time fufficient to uTue a good 
deal of that money, and even more than of the brafe and copper crowns, 
which were coined about two or three months after. 

On the fifteenth of June following three proclamations were publifhed ; 
one ■ for the calling in of the large half-crown pieces of brafs and copper 
ftruck before the month of May preceding, which were to be reftampea or 
coined anew into crown pieces, though of the fame bignefs, Another 0 for 
making the laid crown pieces of mixed metal, to pafa as the current coin of, 
Ireland, at the rate of five (hillings each. 

Thefe crowns have on one fide the effigies of the king in armour,, on horfe- 
back, holding a drawn fword in his right hand, his head crowned with lau* 
rel, and this infeription, iac. dei. gra. mac. bri. fra. bt. hib.. rex. 
on the other fide the arms of England, Scotland, France* and Ireland in four 
crowned fhieids, crofs-wife, and in the center a crown, withcHRisTO. vic- 
tor e. trivmpho. and in the four angles of the crofs ano. dom. i6qo> 
-y. See Plate VII. Numb. 1 57. Some want the ftroke ( — ) over the words Ano 
and Dom. The Crowns, which were molten down and coined anew, weigh 
from eight penny- weight fifteen grains to nine penny-weight fifteen grains,, 
and on thofe that were only reftamped, die former impreflion is fall vifible. 

■ Appendix, No 84. 1 HriA No. 8c. • Appeidu, No, 86. • ttkf. No. 87; 

» Irifc hill. lib p 17a. 
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una H. New half-crown and (hilling pieces were at this time coined (mailer and 
A i£- lighter than the former, but with the fame ftamps and impreffions ; they have 
«&9°- likewife the month wherein they were coined, and the king's neck bare. The 
Half-crown weighs from four penny-weight twenty grains to five penny-weight, 
and the Shilling from three penny-weight two grains to three penny-weight 
fix grains. See Plate VTI. Numb. 149 > and 15 f 

The third proclamation under pain of death and forfeiture, forbad any 
perfon whatsoever to give more than thirty (hillings in copper and brafs 
money for any piftole or French-lewis of gold, and fo in proportion for any 
other piece of Spanilh or French gold; or for any guinea, more than thirty- 
eight lk il lings ot the laid copper and brafs money, and fo in proportion 
for any other piece of Englifh gold ; or more than feven (hillings and fix- 
pence of the fame brafs and copper money for any crown-piece of filver, 
and fo in proportion for any other piece of filver. , j 

By all the beforementioned proclamations, the fubje&s were ordered to take 
and accept in payments, the laid brafs and copper money, and any one re- 
fufing to receive the fame, at the rates therein mentioned, was to be punifhed 
according to the utmoft rigor of the law, as contemners of the king's royal 
prerogative and commands. The counterfeiting of this precious coin was 
declared high-treafon, and the exporting or importing of it was alfo for- 
bidden under fevere penalties. 

It appears from archbilhop King's ftate of the proteftants of Ireland*', 
and from the coins extant, that the metal, this money was made of, was 
very bad j being a mixture of old guns ', old broken bells *, old copper, 
brafs and pewter taken from the abfentees *, old kitchen furniture, and the re- 
fafe of metals molten down together, and valued by the workmen in the 
mint at no more than three or four pence the pound weight • but when coined 
into fix penny, twelve penny, and half-crown pieces, and made current by 
arbitrary power, it pafied at the rate of five pounds fterling the pound weight, 
or eleven thoufand two hundred pounds the ton ; when at the real value, 
namely, four pence the pound weight, this compound metal was not worth 
more than thirty-feven pound fix (hillings and eight pence the ton. But when 
the Half-crown was reftamped and made current at five (hillings, and the 
Shilling, or Twelve-penny piece made near one half lighter, then did a ton 
of this metal fetch in twenty-two thoufand four hundred pounds fterling, 
and a pound weight of it pafs at the rate of ten pounds fterling. Arch- 
bifhop King obfcrves *, that in twelve months rime, from the firft fetting up 
of the mint to the firft of July 1690, there was coined of this money to the 
value of nine hundred fixty-five thoufand three hundred and feventy-five 
pounds fterling. Dean Story fays there was not much above one million 

t Appendix, No 88. I Page'tea. • King'i (late of the protcOaats, p. ict. 

• Appendix, No. 78. » Ibid. No. 89. ■ lb. ut fupra. 

J JJ>ia\No. 90. ? Hift. of Ireland, p. 93 . 
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one hundred thoufand pounds : but it appears from an abftraft of that coinage », Jamii II; 
that the whole fum amounted to one million five hundred ninety-fix thoufand A * D - w 
fcven hundred ninety-nine pounds and fix pence. The account ftands thus. ,<9 °r 

Weight of Metal. ,• Value. 

Pounds, ounces. Is, d.~ 

6242a Tlarge (hillings - - - » - - - 245879 17 o 

1 10308 15 j large half-crowns - 443498 10 o 

I7273I ir\ coincd bt0 j la^eihau^^l^aown. 689378 7 ° 

14080 3 f < fmall fix-pences 49042 6 6 

8914 ti-M | fmall millings 41800 00 

21267 i) {(msAl half-crowns 127200 o o 

389724 2-Jr ' £ *59 6 799 0 6 

. This weight makes one hundred feventy-three tons nineteen hundred two 
quarters and twenty-one pounds, at four pence per pound, thirty-feven mil- 
lings and four pence per hundred, or thirty-feven pound fix millings and eight 
pence per ton, and amounts to fix thoufand four hundred ninety-five pounds 
eight (hillings and four pence, which when coined and uTued as current 
money produced one million five hundred ninety-fix thoufand (even hundred 
ninety-nine pounds and fix pence ; and as we muft add to this fum, what was 
produced by the raifing of the large half-crown pieces, from two (hillings 
and fix pence to five (hillings, we (hall find on the fecond article of this 
abftracl an encreafe of four hundred and forty-three thoufand four hundred 
ninety-eight pounds ten (hillings ; and fuppoiing but one half of the large (hil- 
lings in the nrft article to have been reduced in weight, we (hall have an- 
other encreafe of one hundred twenty-two thoufand nine hundred thirty-nine 
pounds eighteen (hillings and fix pence ; a very moderate computation, if 
we confider the number of thefe large (hillings, and fmall half-crowns men- 
tioned in the firft, third and fixth articles of this abftract. Thefe two (urns 
added to the above amount will give us two million one hundred fixty- 
three thou(and two hundred thirty-feven pound nine (hillings, the produce 
of fix thoufand four hundred ninety-five pounds, the real value of the me- 
tal. There might be a further addition to this large fum, if we knew what 
proportion of the third article was coined into half-crowns and re-ftamped 
into crowns, which confequently doubled in value, as alfo what fums were 
coined into white mixed metal crowns, in pewter pennies and half-pennies. 
Now let the impartial reader judge what a prodigious (urn of money was 
raifed by this fcheme in fo (hort a time ! one hundred and eighty thoufand 
two hundred fixty-nine pounds fifteen (hillings and nine pence per month. 
Yet, of all this, when that unhappy prince fled from Ireland, there was but 
little left and found in the mint, not above twenty-two thoufand four hundred 



* Madden'* MSS. Trio. col. Dnblia, d. F. tab. 4. No. 4. 
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Jami It. eighty-nine pounds, as appeals by die accounts of lord Coningfby 
A D - furcr of Ireland *, and for which he accounted as follows. 



I. i. I s. d. 

tjiQZ copper crowns 4323 valued at 1 each 72 1 o 

126503 large half-crowns 1 58 1 2 17 61 527 1 11 

2489 fmall crowns 311 2 6 i 7 15 6 

9043 Urge millings 452 $ 4- 18 16 9 

4757 fmall ditto 237 »7 f 4 19 *r 

0000 copper fix-ptrtces 150 -5- 650 

4808 pewter crowns f 1202 ^ 5 o 

£ 22489 accounted for £621 19 4-t 

And although great part of this copper and brafs money was forced on 
the proteftants*, oy taking their goods and giving them this coin in pay- 
ment, yet it appears from a proclamation c iflued the twenty-third of Febru- 
ary, 1090, that the Roman catholic fubje&s were far the greater fufferers by 
it i fince, as die proclamation fays, it was found by experience, that they had 
then in their pofleflion the whole, or the far greater part of the faid coin. 
What then became of all the gold and filver, the produce of this copper 
Jnoney, if thofe who ftood for and in defence of that prince, and mould 
have lhared in the fpoil, were fo great fufferers ? he ran away with their fub- 
ftance, and left them to fliift for themfelves. Glorious recompence for fo 
much blood fpik in his fervice f 

After this prince had left Ireland, another kind of copper and brafs money 
was ftruck by his adherents in Limerick, during the fiege of that place, 
which, from the word ftamped on their reverfe, were called, Ktbermas. As 
fome of thefe are thinner, others thicker, fome larger and fome lefs, and the 
former legend being ftill vhlble on many of them, it is plain, that fome of 
the former (hillings were only reftamped there, and the larger pieces molten 
down and coined anew. They have on one fide the king's head laureat, 
with this epigraphe, iacobvs. ii. del gratia, and on the reverfe, Ireland 
reprefented by a woman fitting and refting upon a harp, holding up a crofs 
in her right hand, and round it hibbrnia. 1691. See Plate VII. Numb. 
152. All thefe different kinds of money have a graining round the edge, 
or, as the proclamations have it, are fringed round. Another kind of pew- 
ter half-penny was ftruck in 1689, but where, is uncertain; the draught 
of it was fent me by the ingenious Mr. Charles Smith of Dungarvan, and is 
reprefented in Plate *vn. Numb. 152. It has on one fide the figure of die 
king on horfe-back, holding a fword in his right hand, and two round fpecks 
of brafs on the fore and hind part of the hortc, with this legend, iacobvs. 



• Book of aec. 1690, Audit office, Dyblin. coined of pewter, they toaft be the white mixed 

* In the original, thefe crowns are called metal crowns, 
but as no fach, as it appear*, were J Appendix, No. 91. 
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11. del or ati a. reverfe, two fcepters in faltire through a crown of braf?, J**"* 
creft a lion, and under the crown a harp, the word half. — pen v. on each 
fide of it, and round the whole, mac. br. fra. et. hib. rex. 1689. It 
is very probable that this Half-penny was llruck in the mint at Limerick, 
at the fame time that the forementioncd pewter half-pence and farthings were 
ftruck in Dublin ; and that they might oe the better diftinguilhed from each 
other, they had a different (lamp. The fame gentleman has favoured me with 
the draught of a filver piece, which I take to be a medal llruck on the land- 
ing of king James in Ireland. It reprefents on one fide that prince in his 
royal robes, the crown on his head, and a fcepter or flair* in his hand, a 
(hip behind him, and, before, multitudes of people waiting to receive him, 
with this infeription, iacobvs. ii. del gratia, reverfe, two fcepters in . 
faltire through a crown, with this motto, inTemerata. and round the 
whole, mag. br. fra. et. hib. rex. 1689. See Plate VII. Numb. 154. 
Another piece, of white mixed metal, was ftruck here by this prince, of the 
bignefs of his copper Six-pence, it has on one fide his head laureat, with 
this infeription, iacobvs. ii. dei. gratia, reverfe, a harp crowned between 
the figures 11 — n, the date 1689 over it, and this legend, mag. br. fra. et. 
hib. rex. See Plate VIII. Numb. 177. There are filver pieces with the 
(lamps of the beforemcntioned copper fix pences, (hillings, half-crowns and 
crowns, which were either defigned for proof-pieces, or for ibme curious, who 
happening to be at the mint, gave a piece of filver to be ftruck for them. 

The firft thing king William did, after the glorious and ever-memorable Wim am 
day of the Boyne, with refpedl to the coin or this kingdom, was to hTue »nd 
a proclamation e from his camp at Fingias, near Dublin, whereby he re- ^ A ^ r " 
duccd the extravagant value of the late copper and brafs money, to the value ,^ Rh >_' 
of copper money, formerly current in Ireland. The large copper and brafs 1690. 
half-crowns, and new ftamped crowns of king James, were ordered to pafs 
at one penny each, the fmall half-crowns at three farthings, the large copper 
(hillings and fix-pences at one farthing each. 

It is very probable, that the king renewed or confirmed to colonel Roger 
Moore the patent which he had from Sir John Knox, for it appears *, that 
from this time he continued to coin half-pennies and farthings of copper, 
and fome of pewter •. . Thofe of copper have on one fide the h:ads of the 
king and queen in profile, looking to the left, the king's laureat and firft, 
with this infeription, gvlielmvs. et. maria. dei. gratia, reverfe, the 
harp crowned, and mac. br. fr. et. hu. rex!* with the date on each fide 
of the crown, 16 — 90. 16 — 91. 16 — 92. 16 — 93. 16 — 94. See Plate VII. 
Numb. 158. I have not feen any of the pewter half-pence and farthings, 
bvit I am told, they had the fame (lamp and infeription, with a little fpfeck 
of brafs or copper in the middle. 

e Appendix, No. 93. by lord Coningfby. Book of Acc. 1690. Audit 

- Hibern. Patriot, p. 63. office. 
• A large number of them is accounted for 
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William By a proclamation r of the fevcnteenth of February, 1692, it appears that 
M * nd y a proclamation (which I cannot find) had been published fome time before 
for making thefe tin and copper farthings and half-pence current in this 

1 690. kingdom. And on the twenty-third of February, this year, another procla- 
mation 8 was ilTucd by the lords juftices and council, for decrying and totally 
abolifhing the brafs and copper money lately coined by king James ; thereby 
declaring, that none of it mould hereafter be paid or received in payment, by 
or between any perfons whatfoever. 

j 692. Some ill-affe&cd and defigning perfons having about this time fpread 
fome falfe rumours, as if the copper and tin half-pence and farthings coined 
by the then patentee, were not to be received in payment, which might have 
caufed a great obftruftion to the trade of this kingdom ; the lord lieutenant 
and council thought proper, in order to quiet the minds of the people, to 
iflue a proclamation the feventeenth of February, declaring, that the faid 
copper and tin half-pence and farthings, ftruck by virtue of the royal patent, 
and having the ftamps and inferiptions beforemcntioned, were to be taken 
and received in payment, as current money of this kingdom. 
Will.HI After the death of that excellent princefs Queen Mary II. new copper 

A. D. half-pence and farthings were ftruck nere, having on one fide the king's 

l6 95- head laurcat, looking to the left, with this epigraphe, 6 vlielmvs. m. del 
cr a. reverfe, the crowned harp and mac. br. fr. et. hib. rex. with the 
date on each fide of the crown 16 — 95. 16 — 96. See Plate VII. Numb. ^ 
159. Thefe and the laft mentioned half-pence weigh from four penny- 
weight ten grains to four penny-weight twenty grains. 

The value of gold and filver monies having of late been raifed abroad, 
was a great inducement to many to tranfport the current coin out of this 
kingdom. In order therefore to prevent that mifchief, it was thought pro- 
per to raife likewife the value of all foreign gold and filver coins current 
in Ireland ; and accordingly a proclamation 1 was iflued the twenty-ninth of 
May this year, for railing the faid gold and filver, and declaring the fame 
to be current within this kingdom, at the rates and value therein men- 
tioned, viz. 

Weight. Value. 
. dwt. grs. /. s. d. 

2 j The Spanilh, or French Piftole ..-.--.4 8 1 1 o 

(j i The Spanim, or French Half-piftole -2 4 010 6 

"The Duccatoon - -- -- -- - - - -20 16 o 6 8 

The Half, ditto -10 8 o 3 4 

The Quarter, ditto - -- -- -- - - - 5 4 o 1 8 

£ . The Mexico, Sevil or Pillar-piece of eight, the •% 

^ j Rix-dollar, or Crofs-dollar, and all other 1 1 7 o o 5 4 

Dollars, and the French-Lewis, ) 

{The Halves, ditto 8 12 o 2 8 

(.The Quarters, ditto - -- -- 4 6 o 1 4 

Appendix, No 94. 1 Ibid. No. 9*. * Ibid. No. 94. 1 Ibid. No. 95. 
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Weight. Value. W,i L .III 
dwt. grs. /. s. d. A - D - 

TThe old Peru-piece of eight - 17 o o 4 xo 95 ' 

5- j The Half, ditto 812 o 2 5 

i: < The Quarter, ditto - -- -- -- -- -4 6 o 1 2 [• 

^ j The Crufadoe of Portugal 10 20 o 3 6 

LThe Half, ditto 5 10 0 1 9 

Two-pence to be allowed for each grain deficient in the weight of any piece 
of gold, and three half-pence for each half- penny- weight wanting in any piece 
of filver. And although no mention is made in this proclamation, of the 
value of the Englifh gold and filver coins, yet I prefume we may date 
from this time their raifing here likewife in value, the Guinea to twenty- 
fix (hillings } the Half-guinea to thirteen (hillings ; the Crown to five (hil- 
lings and ten pence ; the Half-crown to two (hillings and eleven pence ; the 
Shilling to one (hilling and two pence ; and the Six-pence to feven pence. 

Such great quantities ot counterfeit half -pence had been about this time 1697. 
imported into this kingdom from Scotland, and other parts beyond the feas, 
and difperfed in the northern parts of Ireland, that there was hardly any 
other fmall change to be (cen or found in thofe "parts, but fuch raps or 
counterfeit coin. For remedying of which evil, the lords juftices and coun- 
cil iflfued a proclamation the thirteenth of Auguft k to prohibit the impor- 
tation of this falfe money, commanding all juftices of peace, mayors, and 
other magiftrates, and all officers of his majefty's revenue, to feize and fe- 
cure all quantities or parcels of the (aid counterfeit half-pence, declaring alfo, 
that all perfons concerned or aififting in the importation of the fame (hould 
be profecuted, according to the utmoft rigour of the law. 

Another proclamation 1 was uTued the tenth of December following, 
for putting a ftop to another growing evil of a much more dangerous con- 
fequence; the importing or making counterfeit pieces of gold and filver, 
and uttering them in this kingdom. It was therefore ordered, that no perfon 
(hould import, make, or utter, any counterfeit piece of gold or filver, or 
buy the fame knowing it to be fo, before it was cut through the middle, 
or fo defaced and broken, that it could not pafs; ftriCUy commanding all 
judges, juftices of the peace, and other officers of juftices, duly to put the 
laws of force in this kingdom againft coiners, and utterers of falfe money, 
in execution -, that they might be punifhed as enemies to the public wel- 
fare of this land. 

On the twenty-firft of February following, a proclamation m came out for 
fettling the ftandard of weights to be ufed in the weighing of die gold and 
filver monies in this kingdom, and forbidding any perfon to make, fell or 
adjuft the faid weights, except Vincent Kidder, the perfon appointed by this 
proclamation for that purpofe. 

* Appendix, No. 96. 1 Ibid. No. 97. n Ibid. No. 9*. . < 
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Win. ill Several coiners of falfe money, having about this time fled from Eng- 
A - ^- land and other places, and taken refuge in this kingdom, where they did 
^ ' continue their wicked and pernicious trade, the lords juftices and council 
ifliied a proclamation *, commanding all magiftrates and officers of juftice to 
apprehend fuch falfe coiners, and offering a reward of ten pounds for taking 
any of them. 

i?oi. On the fecond of June, 1701, thelaftyearof this great prince, of glo- 
rious and immortal memory, a proclamation was uTued «, for reducing the 
value of the feveral fpecies of gold and filver current in this kingdom to 
the refpe&ive rates therein mentioned, viz. 

Weight. Value, 
dwt. grs. /. /. d. 

2 ( The Spanifh, or French ptftole — — 4 8 018 6 

(3 C The Spanifh, or French Half-piftole — — 24093 

"The Ducatoon — — — — — — —20 16" o 6 o 

The Half, ditto — — — — — — 10 8030 

The Quarter, ditto — — — — — — 5 4 o 1 6 

The Mexico, Sevil, or Pillar-piece of eight, 1 

Crofs-dollar, and other dollars, and the r 17 o o 4 9 
French-Lewis, — — — — — 

j» j The Halves ditto — — • — — — 812 o 2 4^ 
The Quarters ditto — — — — 4601 2^ 

The old Peru-piece of eight — — — 17 o o 4 6 
The Half, ditto — — _ 8 12 02 3 

The Quarter, ditto 4601 1^ 

The Crufadoc of Portugal — — — — 10 20 o 3 3 
l_The Half, ditto ■ — — — — 5 10 o 1 7 

Two pence to be allowed for every grain wanting in the weight of the gold, 
and three half-pence for every half penny-weight deficient in any piece of 
the filver. • 

It is thought that at this time, the Guineas, which before pafled for twen- 
ty-fix (hillings were reduced to twenty-three (hillings, ana the Half-gui- 
nea to eleven (hillings and fix-pence j the Crown which pafled for five 
(hillings and ten pence, or, as fome fay, for fix (hillings, was reduced to 
five (hillings and five pence •, the Half-crown to two (billings and eight pence 
half-penny v the Shilling to one (hilling and one penny and the Six-pence 
to fix pence half-penny. But as I could not find the proclamation for it, 
I mull give it as I got it : upon common report. 
Anne. There was no money of any kind (truck for Ireland during the reign of queen 
A. D Anne. Some few regulations only were made relating to the currency 
■*7°> 2- of money in this kingdom 1 and the firft that I find is a proclamation t pub- 

» Appendix, No. 99. ; JbH. No. 100. r Ibid. No. 101. 
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lifted the nineteenth of Auguft, 1708, whereby, for the more effectual 
inferring the feveral proclamations beforementioned to regulate the weights 
and currency of foreign coins in this kingdom, it was declared, that all the 
laid coins, though they fhould want of their refpe&ive weight, fhould be 
paid and received in payment on allowance being made of two pence for 
each grain deficient in the weight of any piece of gold, and of three half- 
pence for every half penny-weight wanting in the weight of any piece of 
iilver j and that any piece of the faid gold or filvcr, being (landing weight, 
fhould pafs and be received at the rates fet forth in the faid proclama- 
tions. 

By another proclamation ' of the thirteenth of July, this year, the value 
of foreign gold and lilver coins was afcertained, and the fame made current 
at the relpeclive rates therein men t io n ed , viz. 
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"The Spanifh Quadruple-piftole — — 
The Spanifh, orFrencn Double-piftole — 
The Spanifh, or French Piftole — — 
^=3 , The Spanifh, or French Half-piftole — 
(5 \ The Spanifli or French Quarter-piftole — 
' The Moidore of Portugal — — — 
The Half-moidore — — — — — 
. The Quarter-moidore ■ ■ — — 



Weight, 
dwt. grs. 



—17 

— 8 

— 4 
-- 2 

1 

— 6 

— 3 



"The Ducatoon 
The Half, ditto 



•20 
■10 

• 5 



The Quarter ditto — — — — 
The Mexico, Sevil, or Pillar-piece of eight, y 
the Crofs-dollar, and other Dollars, and the L 1 7 

French-Lewis — — — 3 

J ^ The Halves, ditto ■ 8 

The Quarters, — — — — — ■ — • — 4 



8 
16 
8 

4 

2 
22 
II 

«7i 

16 
8 

4 



/. 

3 
1 

o 
o 
o 
I 

o 
o 

o 
o 
o 



Value. 

s+ 

14 

17 
18 

9 
4 
10 

15 
7 

6 
3 



CO 



12 

6 
o 

12 

6 
20 
10 



o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 



2 

I 

4 

2 

I 

3 
I 



The old Peru-piece of eight — — 
The Half, ditto — — — 
The Quarter, ditto — - — — — — 4 

The Crufadoe of Portugal — — —10 
|.The Half, ditto — — — — — — 5 

With the allowances before mentioned, for any deficiency of weight in any, 
of the faid pieces of gold or filver refpectively. 

On the twenty-fourth of July, this year, another proclamation r was pub- 
lilhed, for making die New French Lewis d'Or and filvcr current in this 
lorn, at the following rates, viz. 



6 

U 

3 
7 



t Appendix, No. 102. 



» Ibid. No. 103; 



Asst. 

A. D.J 
1708. 



o 
o 
6 

3 

7v 
o 
o 
6 

o 
o 
6 



4x 



1712. 
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A*™. Weight. Value. 

dwt. grs. /. s. d. 

7 *• ^ -The French Lewis-d'Orof the new fpecies — 55120 

^01 The Half, ditto 2 14} o 11 o 

.The Quarter, ditto 1 7^ o 5 6 

The French Silver Lewis of the new fpecies— 19 15 o 5 6 
The Half, ditto — — — — — 9184.0 2 9 
The Quarter, ditto — — — — - 4 2iJ- 014^ 
With fuch allowances as above, and all the aforementioned gold or filver 
pieces being (landing weight to be paid and received in payment, at the 
above refpe&ivc rates *. 
Geo. I. On the fifth of May, 171 8, a proclamation • was iflued by the lords 
A. D. juftices and council, for the more effectual inforcing of the two laft pro- 
'7' 4- ckmations, which it recites, declaring that no gold or filver money mould 
* 7 be paid without weighing the fame, and making fuch allowances for any 

deficiency of weight as in the faid proclamation is let forth. 
•72 z. This year, his majefty granted a patent to William Wood, Efq-, for the 
term of fourteen years, for the fole privilege of coining copper Half-pence 
and Farthings in England, for the ufe of Ireland, " The whole quantity 
" for that fpace of time, being limited to three hundred and fixty tons of 
" copper, a pound of copper to be coined into two (hillings and fix pence ; 
** one hundred tons to be iflued the firft year, and twenty tons each year 
for the thirteen remaining years i a rent of eight hundred pounds per 

* By an Engtifh ftat. 8 Ann. (made perpetual not employed in Tome of (be queen's mints, any 
4 Geo. I. cap. a.) it is enabled, cap. 4;, that if perfon may feize the fame, and carry them to 
any perfon (half mark on the edges any counter- fome juftice of the peace to be produced in evi- 
fcit coin refemb'ing her majefty '» coin, or dencc againft that perfon who (ball be profecut- 
other coin made, or which fliall be made cur- ed for iuch offences. Cap. 51. Any perfon to 
rent in this kingdom, with letters, grainings, or whom any gold or filver money (hall be tender- 
other mark like thofe on the edges of money ed, any pieces whereof may be fufpecled to be 
coined in the queen's mint, or other current coin counterfeit, may cut, break, or deface the fame, 
in this kingdom, every fuch offender, his aiders and thereupon appearing to be counterfeit, the 
and abettors, (hall be guilty of high treafon. tenderer (hall bear the lof>, but appearing to be 
Cap. 46. If any perf n (hall colour, gild, or cafe lawful, the perfon who cut it (hall take it at its 
over with gold or filver, or any walh or mate- currency. Cap. jz. If any difpute arife, w he- 
rials producing the color of gold and filver, any ther the p ece fo cut be counterfeit, it (ball be 
coin refembling her majefty *s coin, or other coin determined by the chief officer of the place where 
made, or which (hall be made current in this tendered, if a ciiy, or town-corporate; or if not, 
kingdom, or any figured blanks of bafe metal, by the next juftice of peace of the count}', who 
orcoarfe gold or filver, of the fize of milled mo* may a dm miller an oath as they (hall fee conve- 
ney, or gild over filver blanks of (it fize, and niant for determining any queftion relating to the 
figure, to be coined into pieces refembling the faid p ; ece. Cap 53. All officers concerned in 
current gold coin of this kingdom, every fuch the receipt of her majefty's revenue, may cut or 
perfon, his aiders and abettors, (hi It beg dry of deface every piece of counterfeit or unlawfully 
high treafon. Cap 47. If any inftrument or diminifhed filver money tendered them for her 
engine, ufed or defigned for coining or counter- majefty's ufe. 
feitine gold or filver money, (hall be found con- • Appendix, No. 104. 
ccalad in the houfc or p-ofleflion of any perfon 
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7* 



17a*. 



** annum being rcfcrved to his raajefty, and two hundred pounds per an- Gio. f. 
** mm to his majefty's clerk-comptroller, to be paid annually by the pa- A - D - 
" tcntee, for the full term of fourteen years." 1 Had the whole quantity 
of copper limited by the patent been coined, the three hundred and fixty 
tons at two {hillings and fix pence per pound, would have amounted in 
current value to one hundred thoafand eight hundred pounds, and, as the cop- 
per, according to Sir Ifaac Newton's report, of the twenty- leventh of 
April, 1724, was not worth in the market above twelve or thirteen pence 
the pound, the whole quantity would not have coft in Briftol above forty 
thou I and three hundred and twenty pounds, the difference therefore in fa- 
vour of the patentee would have been fixty thou land four hundred and 
eighty pounds, out of which deducting fourteen thoufand pound, the rc- 
fcrved rent for fourteen years, there would have ftill remained forty-fix 
thoufand four hundred and eighty pounds for his profit and expenccs of 
coinage. But as " thefe Half -pence were not fo equally coined in weight as 
" they Ihould have been," u had the patentee been permitted to go on he 
would have made a much larger profit, to the very great difadvantage of 
Ireland. 

As this affair made a great noife, both in this kingdom and in England, 
I fliall, in order to clear this matter, beg leave to give the following ac- 
count. On feveral parcels of thefe Half- pence being lent over, at different 
rimes by Mr. Wood, in order to be iflued out and uttered, a fmall number 
out of each parcel were taken at random, weighed, and divided into four 
forts, viz. 

The different Parcels. 

The firft fort 

The fecond fort - - - - - 

The third fort 

The fourth fort 

The mean proportion - - - 



Weight of 
1 Half-pe. 


Number 


in .1 pound 


Current value. 


Integers. 


Decimals. 


L 




Dee. 


120 grs. 




33 


29 


0 


33 


111 


h 


06 


3» 


1 


06 


103 




96 


33 


1 


96 


196 


72 


9i 


36 


0 


9 1 


107 5 


65 


11 


32 


1 


1 1 



If the firft fort had been coined 
If the fecond fort - - - - - 

If the third fort 

If the fourth fort - 

If in the mean proportion - - 
If according to the patent - - 



Quantity . Ihtrinfic 



coined. 



360 
tons 



value. 
40320 



Current value. 



/. s. d. 

97994 8 o 
105940 16 o 
114172 16 o 
122488 16.0 
109384 16 o 
100800 00 o 



Lois to the - 
public. 

l. 7. T. 

57 6 74 8 o 
65620 16 o 
73852 16 o 
82:68 16 o 
69064 16 o 
60480 00 o 



Report of the 



34 Jul/, 1 7*4.- ■ Sir I&uc Newton* Report, 27 April, 1 724. 

Thus 
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Gmo. L Thus the public would have loft, at a medium, fixty-nine thoufand and 
A - D - fixty-four pounds fixtecn millings, and even had Mr. Wood made his Half- 
' 7az * pence of the weight limited by the patent, yet the lofs to this kingdom 
would have amounted to fixty thoufand four hundred and eighty pounds, 
every half-penny in the pound weight exceeding the number directed by the 
patent, giving the patentee one thoufand fix" hundred and eighty pounds pro- 
fit. I mail further obferve, that the Engliih half-pence being but forty-four 
half pieces to the pound, three hundred and fixty tons would make in 
current money feventy-four thoufand fcven hundred and fixty pounds only, 
that is, twenty-feven thoufand feven hundred and twenty pounds lefs than 
by the patent for Ireland. 

For thefc reafons, the lords juftices and council, both houfes of parlia- 
ment, and the grand-juries of the city and county of Dublin, petitioned his 
majefty *, to put a ftop to the currency of thefc Half-pence ; and according- 
ly Mr. Wood, in 1724, furrendercd his patent 7. About feventeen thoufand 
pounds value * of tnefc Half-pence and Farthings were fent over and uttered 
in this kingdom in the years 1722 and 1723. 

Thefc coins have on one fide the king's head laureat, looking to the left, 
with this infeription, ceorgivs. dei. gratia, rex. reverie, Ireland repre- 
fented by a woman fitting, holding a palm-branch in her right hand, reft- 

1724. ing her left on a harp, and round it, hibernia. 1722. — 1723. — 1724. Ano- 
ther Half-penny and Farthing of 1722 have the figure of Ireland, on the 
revcrfe, fitting alfo, but holding the harp with her two hands, and hiber- 
nia 1722. See Plate VII. Numb. 160 and 161. Thefc are a much hand- 
fomer coin, than the Engliih copper-ones of that prince, the head more 
rcfembling his majefty, and in the opinion of Sir Ilaac Newton ■ who tried 
them, the beft copper money that had been, yet, made for Ireland. , 

1725. This year a proclamation was iflued, the twenty-fceond of January \ 
for making the new gold coin of Portugal current in this kingdom, at the 
rates following, viz. 

Weight. Value, 
dwt. grs. /. s. d. 

The New gold coin of Portugal— — — — — 18 94 00 

The Half, ditto — — — — 95200 

The Quarter, ditto — — — 4 15 100 

The Half quarter, ditto — — — — 2 80100 
The Sixteenth, ditto — — — 1 30 50 

With an allowance of two pence for each grain deficient in the weight of 

any piece of the faid gold. 

■ HiAorical-Regifter, 1724. Report of die reduce hit coinage from 100000/. to 40000/. 
Committee, 1724, and the Hib. Patriot. Ap- Contin. ofRapin, vol. iii. p. 975. edit. Dublin, 
pendix, No. 10;. 1 748. 

' ' Leake, p. 419. » Newton's report. 

» Ibid. Mr. Tindal fayi that Wood agrted 10 ► Appendi*, No. 106. 

For 
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• For. fome years paft, the want of fmall change was fo great, that feveral **■«». If. 
perfons in the North, and other parts of the kingdom were obliged to make ~ 
copper and filver tokens, which they patted as promiflbry notes among their 
workmen, cuftomers, and neighbours, thofe of copper for two pence, and 
thofe of filver for three pence ; the infcription on the firft is, I promife to pay 
the bearer two pence, and on the other, J promife to pay the bearer three pence, 
and each has the name of the perfon who iflued them, with the place of his 
abode. I have fome of thefe tokens llruck at Armagh, Bel fall, Dromore, 
Lurgan and Porta-down ; and probably the like were (lamped in other places. 
In Dublin, Mr. James Maculla, a brazier, iflued a very neat copper penny 
and half-penny, having on one fide this infcription, / promife to pay the 
bearer o\ demand twenty pence for thefe, and on the reverfe, Cajb notes vol. re- 
ceived, 1729, Jama Maculla. i D or|". 

In order to remedy the many inconveniencies, which affected the trade, and 1736, 
particularly the linen -manufacture of this kingdom, by the want of good 
copper money, his majefty was this year gracioufly pleafed at the humble 
requeft of the lords jufticcs and council of Ireland, to direct that a proper 
agent fhould be appointed to contract for fifty tons of copper, to be deliver- 
ed to the mailer or his majefty's mint, in his tower of London, and alfo to 
authorifc and command the (aid mailer of his mint to receive from fuch 
perfon, as the lord lieutenant, or the lords juflices, or any of them, fliould 
appoint and contract with for that purpofe, fine copper, which, when heated 
red hot, would fpread thin under the hammer without cracking, and out 
of the fame to coin fifty tons, or fuch greater quantity as fhould be neceflary 
for the fervice of this kingdom, one fixth part in farthings, and five fixths 
in half-pence, of fuch fizc as that fifty two Half-pence, and one hundred 
and fpur Farthings may make a pound avoirdupois, excepting only fuch errors 
by accident, not by defign, as might happen by the unequal fizc of the bars, 
not exceeding the thirtieth part of a pound weight. And that his majefty's 
effigies with the infcription, Georgius 11. Rex, fhould be (lamped on one fide 
of each piece, the Irifh harp crowned on the other fide, and over it the 
word Hibernia, with the date of the year under it ; directions were alfo given 
to the monicr of the mint that none of this money (hould be diftributed be- 
fore it had been properly and duly aflayed. 

His majefty was likewife gracioufly pleafed to direct, that the cods of the 
faid fifty tons of copper, and all charges attending the coining and tranf- 
mitting the faid coin into this kingdom, (hould be paid by his vice-treafurer, 
receiver-general, or pay-mafter-general of this kingdom, or their deputies 
for the time being, and that whatever profit fliould arife from the faid 
coinage, after the above neceflary expences defrayed, (hould be made good 
to the nation, and go into Jic public revenue at large of this kingdom, 
to be employed, as any part of the unemployed revenue of the fame is 
employed. Suppofing therefore diat the copper cod thirteen pence per 
pound, the fifty tons, at twenty hundred per ton, will amount to five thou- 

K fand 
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Geo. II. fand two hundred and fixty-fix pounds thirteen (hillings and four pence 
A - ftcrling, and the produce when coined, at the rate of fifty-two half- pence to 
173 a pound, will be ten thoufand five hundred and thirty-three pounds fix (hil- 
lings and eight pence Englifb, of which deducting the charges of coining and 
cxpenccs from London to Dublin, the remaining furplus is to be accounted 
for and brought into the public revenue, without any profit to his majefty or 
lofs to the nation. 

*737. A certain quantity of this money was accordingly coined in the tower 
of London and fent over in April, 1 737 v and after having been duly allay- 
ed before his majefty's council, by the altay-maftcr of Ireland, the lords jus- 
tices and council, by his majefty'^ order, iflued a proclamation * the fixth of 
May following, for making this coin current in this kingdom, as alfo for 
continuing the currency of fuch other good copper money, as was before 
coined and current in the fame by virtue of any patent granted by his ma- 
jefty's PredecefTors ; declaring at the fame time, that the laid copper money, 
cither old or new, lhall not to be inforced on the fubjects, but that it fhall 
be paid to fuch only as are willing to receive it, and not above fix pence 
value in any one payment. Any perfon prcfuming to make, vend, or utter* 
any other half-pence or farthings, or other pieces of brafs or copper, or other 
bafe metal, or other than the copper money coined under the faid patents* 
or that now is, or fhall be hereafter coined in his Majefty's tower of London 
for the ufe of this kingdom, or that fhall counterfeit any of the faid copper 
money, fuch perfons to be profecuted with the utmoft rigour of the law. 

This coin is certainly beautiful and very neatly ftamped, having on one fide 
his majefty's head laurcat, with Ihort hair ami the neck, bare, looking to the 
right and this infeription, georgivs. or ceorgius. ii. rex. rcverfe the harp 
crowned, with the word hibernia. above, and under it the date of the year 
of each coinage, 1 736. — 1737. — 1 738. — 1 741 . — » 742. — 1 744. — 1 746. — 1 747. 
— 1748. and on the Farthings 1737. — 1738.— 1744. The Half-penny 
weighs from one hundred and thirty-four grains to one hundred and thirty-five 
grains troy, and the Farthings fr^m fixty-four to feventy-one grains. See 
Plate VIII. Numb. 170 and 171. 

The great difproportion in value between fuch gold and filver coins, as had 
been made current in this kingdom by the fevcral proclamations before-men- 
tioned, (the gold being rated at about two and a half per cent, more than the 
filver,) proved a great temptation to many to melt down the filver coin, to 
tranfport it as bullion, and even to carry it away in fpecies, in defiance of 
the feveral laws and ftatutcs in force in this kingdom. To remedy this mif- 
chicf, feveral fchemcs were offered to the government, and many curious dif- 
fcrtations wrote on that fubject it was at laft thought proper to bring the gold 
and filver to near a par, by lowering the value of the firft ; whcrelbrc a procla- 
mation f was iflued by the lords juftices and council, die twenty-ninth of Sep- 

f Appendix, No. 107. ' Appendix, No. io3. 

tcmbcr 
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tember this year, for afcertaining the rates of fuch foreign gold fpecies as G«o. II. 
are thereby made current in this kingdom, at the rates following, viz. A, D. 

Weight. Value. 

dwt. grs. . /. /. d. 

The Guinea, at — — — — — — oo 129 

The Half-Guinea — — — — — o o 011.4! 

The Moidore — — — — — 6 22 193 

The Half-moidore — — — — — — 3 1 r 014 8 

The Quart er-moidore 1 — — — - 1 1 7 j- o 7 4 

The Quadruple-piftole — — — — — 17 8 3*3 o 

The Spanifti, or French Double-piftole — — 8 16 1 16 6 
The Spanifti, or French Piftole — — — 4 8 018 3 
The Spanilh, or French Half-piftole — — 24 092 
The Spanifti or French Qnarter-piftole — — 1 2 o 4 7 
The French Lewis-d'or of the new fpecies — — 5 5 1 2 o 

The French Half-Lewis-d'or 2 14-r o ir o 

The French Quarter Lewis-d'or — — — 1 7^0 5 6 
The piece of new gold coin of Portugal — — 18 ic4 3 17 8 
The Half-piece, ditto — — — — 9 5^ 1 18 10 
The Quarter-piece, ditto — — — - 4 14I o 19 6 

The Half-quarter, ditto ■ 2 7t o 9 10 

The Sixteenth, ditto - — — - 1 34 o 411 

Two-pence for a grain, one penny for half a grain, and one half-penny for 
one quarter of a grain, to be allowed on any fuch deficiency in the weight of any 
of the aforefaid pieces of gold, which, though of ftanding weight are hereby 
ordered to pafs, and to be taken as if they weighed down the fcale. 

This regulation was no doubt intended for the good of this kingdom and 
calculated with no other view than to prefervc and keep at home the filvcr 
fpecies current in this country : but experience has taught us, that thofe who 
laid that fcheme were miftaken in its confequence. We have indeed guineas 
in greater plenty, than we had before, but generally fo light, that whoever has 
an hundred of them, and thinks to have one hundred and thirteen pounds 
fifteen (hillings intrinfic value, will often find, if he weighs them, that he 
has not in fad above the value of an hundred and fix pounds five fliillings* 
at a moderate medium ; whereas, if before the reduction of the gold he had 
an hundred moidors of full weight, he was fure to have one hundred and 
fifty pounds, or at leaft one hundred and forty-four pounds eleven fliillings 
and eight pence, if according to Sir Ifaac Newton's Tables, they be intrinfi- 
cally worth twcnty-feven fliillings and nine pence Englilh, which in Irifti 
currency is twenty-nine fliillings and eleven pence, (though they are by this 
proclamation reduced to twenty-nine millings and three pence, he could there- 
fore lofe but five pounds eight fliillings and four pence on his hundred and 
fifty pounds, whereas he lofes feven pound ten fliillings on his hundred light 

K. 2 guineas 
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Gto. II. guineas; and thirty-four pound twelve (hillings and three pence (at a mode- 
At D - rate medium) of the real, intrinfic value of the filver, if he keeps one hun- 
1?37 ' drcd and fifty pounds in fuch Englifh millings and fix-penny pieces, as arc 
moftly current at prcfent here. 

The fcheme propofed by fome others, was, as I take it, much better 
adapted to the circumftance of Ireland •, I mean the railing the value of the 
filver fpecies formerly current in this kingdom to a par with that of the 
gold ; had this been done, it would have prevented the melting of filver* 
which is daily wrought into plate or tranfported abroad : This mifchief is 
grown to fuch a pitch, that a new, or well preferved crown or half-crown is 
become a great rarity, even among the curious : They no fooncr appear than 
they difappear. What filver is now left, is fome Englifh money, not worth 
melting, (hilling pieces hardly worth nine pence or ten pence, and fix-penny 
pieces not worth a groat. 

This muft continue to be the cafe, while filver is under rated here, and 
pafles at a lefs value than in England, where bullion is fold at a medium at 
five (hillings and fix pence the ounce, and here among toe goldfmiths at 
five millings and nine pence, fo that at a moderate computation, there is at lead 
two (hillings and fix pence, or two (hillings and eight pence profit in about every 
fifteen ounces of bullion fent abroad, which together with the under- valuation 
of the crown filver, makes a difference of feven pound one (hilling and nine 
pence per cent. " All thefe difficulties," fays Mr. Prior in his excellent dif- 
courfe on coins, • ** would be effectually removed, by having a mint efta- 
** blifhed in Ireland, and feveral fpecies or copper, filver and gold coins made 
" of fuch a ilandard, weights and value compared with the Engjifh as mould be 

thought proper and convenient for us." 

From what has been faid before it appears that from the year 872, down 
to the reign of Edward VI. there were mints, and money coined in Ireland 
for the fervice of the kingdom : " fince tlierefore," as another very judicious 
author oblerves, h '* it was not deemed contrary to the intereft of England* to 
to allow the people of Ireland the benefit of a mint, when the kings of 
England made a profit by their duty of feignorage 1 •, it cannot be fuppofed, 
that a mint in Ireland will at any time interfere with the intereft of Eng- 
" land, when the expences of coinage is defrayed by the public, and no pro- 
" fit arifeth from it to the king's treafury. On the other hand, it evidently 
*' appears to be the intereft of England, that there (hould be a mint in Ire- 
** land ; for then the people of Ireland would not be under a neceflity of bring- 
** ing over Englifh coin, which they are now forced to do, notwithftanding 
«' the fevere laws made in England to prohibit the exportation of it." King 
Charles I. as we have feen before had refolved to have a mint erected in Dub- 
lin, but was prevented by the civil wars in England ; and king Charles IL 
granted a patent for coining here final] pieces of filver : when therefore the 

• T. Prior on Coins, p 6r. 1 Three thonfand pound a year. Carte's- lift 

k Hindoo on Trade, p. a 4 i of Ormond, vol. i. Appendix, No. 38. 

neceffitf 
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neceflity of a mint in this kingdom and its real advantage for carrying on Gio. 
our linen manufacture is well confidered, " it is to be hoped k that his moll A - ^ 
** gracious majefty, out of affection for his faithful people of Ireland, will 
" be pleafed to grant them this lavor, which doth not in the leaft interfere 

" with the intereft of any of his other fubjeets, fince it wholly relates to 
" ourfelves, and is defired only to remove the many inconvenicncics we fuf- 
" fer in our domeftic commerce." 

From what has been faid in the foregoing meets, the judicious and unprc- 1-4S. 
judiced reader may draw a fair and jult parallel between the former and prc- 
fent (late of the coin in this kingdom, between the tyrannical, arbitrary go- 
vernment of fome former reigns, and the lenity and juftice of the prefenc 
under the illuftrious houfe now on the throne : under the one every act of 
government was done ex mo/u propria, by the prince's own will ; under the 
prefent, what has been done with regard to the current coin of Ireland, was 
by a gracious condefcenfion to the humble requcfl and reprcfentation of the 
lords juftices and council ; as every other acTt of government has been done 
with the concurrence of the lords and commons in parliament afTcmbled. 
Our religious and civil liberties arc maintained, and protected, and Jaw and 
juftice adminiftcrcd to every iubjeel without diftmftion. And every fubjed, 
who hath any fenfe of his own happinefs, or any regard for that of his pofte- 
rity, will dcubtlcfs join in the moft fincere and hearty wifhes, that the reign 
of his Majefty King George may be long and profperous ; and that the 
invaluable 'blefling of an eftablifhcd legal conltitution, by which thefe king- 
doms are diftinguifhed amongft all the nations of the earth, may be con- 
tinued down, as long as time fhall laft, under the government of a prince 
of his Majefty's Royal Houfe. 

k T. Prior, p. 62. 



ADDENDA. 

SINCE the foregoing fheets were printed, I have fecn in a curious collec- 
tion of coins, in the pofleffton of Ralpf; Howard, Efq; a Half-groat of 
Henry VIII. with the arms of England on one fide, and on the other, the 
crowned harp between the letters h. a. See Plate VIII. Numb. 172 ; the Half- 
crown (truck by the rebels in 1642. Same Plate Numb. 1 73 ; and the Farthing 
coined by Sir Thomas Armftrong, in 1660. Numb. 174. 
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De Monet d nigra. 

No. I. ■ ^ EX cuftodi terne fuae Hiberniae, vel ejus locum tenenti, fa- Ry me r'$ 
lutem. Licet nuper, dato nobis intelligi quod quidam ho- Aft. Pab. 
mines Hibernici, quam nigram monetam, vocatam Turneys, » o1 - P« 
m „ in partibus Hibernise fabricari fecerunt, & tarn ipfi, quam A ' n 3 ' , q 
ajii, per monetam illam mercandifas, viftualia, & alia emunt, vendunt, & 
exercent, ad dcteriorationem moneta; noftne de fterlingo, & noftri dampnum 
non modicum & pracjudicium manifeftum,— - — vobis mandaverimus quod in 
v civitaribus, burgis, villis mercatoriis, & aliis locis, in terra praedicta, pub- 
lice proclamari, & ex parte noftra firrniter inhibcri facerctis, ne quis mercan- 
difas, vi&ualia, feu alia quaecumque per pnedidtam nigram monetam, emere, 
vendere, feu exercere praefumeret, fub foris factura moneta; & rerum earum- 
dcm, — Quia tamcn, ex parte communitatis terne noftne praedi&se, accepi- 
mus qu6u praetextu inhibitionis & proclamationis prsedi&arum, maximum 
dampnum, tarn nobis, quam hominibus terras noftne prasdidne, pro defefhi 
monetae de fterlingo, co quod didta nigra moneta ibidem ex caula predict* 
currere non poteft, de die in diem cvenit, & majora, procefiu temporis, eve- 
nire formidantur, nifi fuper hoc celerius apponatur remedium oportunum. 
Volentes utilitati noftne & hominum noftrorum terne praedictae profpicere in 
hac parte, vobis mandamus quod habito cum illis de concilio noftro partium 
illarum avifamento plcniori fi vobis conftare poterit quod majus commodum 
nobis & hominibus terras predicts accrefccret fi hujufmodi nigra moneta ibi- 
dem currat, quam inhibitio & proclamatio pnedidas teneantur, tunc in civi- 
tatibus, burgis, villis mercatoriis, & aliis locis in terra pnedicta, tarn infra 
libertates, quam extra, ubi expedire videritis. — Publice proclamari faciatis quod 
difta nigra moneta in terra, prcedi&i currat, & ea ibidem utatur quoufque de 
alii moneta pro terra praxli&a provideri fecerimus, vel aliter inde duxeri- 
raus demandandum proclamatione & inhibitione praedi&is, per vos juxta 
ma«da;um noftrum prajdictum vobis prius directum taitis ncn obftantibus. 
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\t ',. .|jr , ; > ; a p p , e. j§ , d i x.;. ■ ; / i, 

■ t . |" Telle Edwardb dure Comubias,. conike CcuTi£,**.fiJio r *g l& cariflimo, • \ 

-'' >'*-'. ' j » euftode* Ahgliit, ayfud JSerchampfiedc, i2 p ;dic Junii,— per ipfum cuf- 
"V"*** ' ytodem '& concilium; . • ?*.*.'*.•.. 

Rynwr, * Norll. De eunets in Hjberniam miaeflfcis..,. Re* dile&o clerico fuo^Johanni ^ 
'. ^ j'" V vol. v. de plete cuftodi cambii noftri V-ondonte, •falutcra. Compel* nos'St concilium j 
* • ' Am 'i *> ^o^™ 0 ** brdinatum exiftat, quod moneta_dchariorum fteriingbrum, dbolorum 

. . & ter'fingorum ad, Cambium' noftrum in Hibcrnia apud'Dub7miam*;pr<> noftrp 

.«'. • -^^^uii. m)ftri : partiiinj illarum tommodq IkBricetur, per quod nuper vobfs 

' i^-/ r* " eiandavrmus, quod odo paria Cuncorum pro derrariis fteriingorum," o^fcopkria 

• ' . /• £ufj*>rum pr6*obolis,& otto- parijf Cuncorum profcrlin^'is, apud'di<5tum Carjn- 

" brufo ooflrum'Loridonhe fine d'ilatione fieri -8c ea attoraato.diic.cl1 clerici 

' ,<r . :. s . \ t Aoitci ♦nagiftri' JoKann^Recs, thefaufarii norlri Hibcrniae -in • hac parte, .* 

; • ' • \ /■ • pr<5-fabricationc denaridrum,": bbolorum, vfcrlihgorum pnedittorum libcrati 
..^ . faceretis, ad dictas partes HibernLt,* ex-caula predict*, cidem tKclabf ariojnoftro Z~ 

„^ • '"*"* A / deterentia,- • vobis mandaniii's quod fi Cunea prxdJfta^raBfatQ^attorRgidb nun-" • '• 
, * \. duVliborayeritis^ tune'eadem pclo parii Quneorum*p/d denariis JkrlWorum,"' , 

■■ . \\ ».r'"'o£to parfa,\ uneorum prp'obojis, & odo paria/Cuneorum'prO ferlingis,- ha- 

■ • . ^ • ; * • • .'V 1 , beatis" irt Cahcellaria moftra die' JoVls. proximo futuro ubicUmoue tunc .fuerit * 

* : » ' pnelato attorn ato- ibidem in prtelentia Cancellarii riol^liberarraa ; & hoc rtul- J 
„ V • • ' . -. • tateitus* omhjtatijK & de'cultubus, , quas in .fa^tufa & 4 ih^>reflk>n6 eorumdem* 

, • ■• ■* V* • . i *^uncorun^ratiortabilitet.app2<fcerit-is^ cuiru >H.^s "iQivewmus- .v*^l^ ih"C&mp»otO 

• V. > ' . • ' 1 veftBo'<lcbitam hllocationem habefe^f^cicmus.^ .\ V* V 

i it-, t i ■ "^j-^fi^io^jto^ro^CariflimOj « 

Martii:-— per concilium, 
day next after the Epi - 
■ \ - t» ! : . ' ., - i i . i . . i 1 - 1 : i Mi.': lieutenant. « • " '. 

^ * Z T - '* Fof thai, the-, clippfng' oS thi/ coin of. our . Jovercign lord the 

. ... • ^«.t44?.. feing< - hath^caafc^^if^/mehvvm this 1 'land ofjreland, to counterfeit tne firric 

• • ( % • * , v <oin, to the great damage and ^ic|lj]uftion .of the laid land, apd isrlike- to do 
._• \ • * mqre 'hereafcer. Wherefore it. is. ordained and agreed by- Authority of th& 

v . . ' ' . : m . . / s \. profent parliament, that no mpnei 4b plrpped be Veceiwd m any pFace of " 
- '. ' -j.' y :•' faii'jarTd, fPom the firft day, of. Alay next to -come, ntit the money Called 

S , . | „ ■'• ^ Q Reyljl^. money, or anyrqthef dnlawlul' frlpney, fo that one coyner be ready 
- ; - «t the --diy tQ;makc'th< coyh.-.'' • •** " \ 

•No. fv . At- a parliament 1\cR* at-Naas, the Friday next" after th% Fcaft of * } • 
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except 'lords and nieflengers going tojEngland upon by finds of the public, 
i who may carry plate with them, according to their' degrees. . - 

No. V. 'A* a parliament held at Drogheda before Richard duke of Yorl^e, Rot T ur . 

lord licutqnartt : - ' V v " ' ^ V 1 ■ ' ', B,r £ vt 

* '• . - :G$>. 2. Enoaed, 'That the EngHfh Noble, of .lawful weight jfcafl pafs in J£ 
Ireland at the value of eight* fhillings and rwr pence, the Half- Noble st /our 
fhHUngs'and two* pence, . the Quadcant-d'Or of the fame' coyV-and weight at . 
' two ' milling's, and one p'enny. The- Grofs of London,- York . and Calais, 
not clippcd"within the -extreme circle, at five. .pence, the Demy-Grafs at two 
pence half- penny, the Dertier ai one, penny farthing j the.Gfofs clipped at 





tour pcricr ,- the Demy .-Grofs clipped at two penxe, the Denier clipped at 
one penny. And as hot only'rlie dutchy of Normandy, but alfo the dutchy 
of Guienne, when they we're under the obedience of the rjeakri .of England, 
/yet were no lefs. ' feparatc from the law's and 'ilattites of England^ and had 
for themfclves different from thd coyne of England ;.. fo .Ireland, ' 



''■4 



\ ' alfo coynes 

though, it.be under the obedience of the fame Teaim, Is neverthelefs fcpacate 
from it, and from all the laws and ftatutes of it, only" ftich as are there by 
the "lords fpjritual and temporal and Commons freely admitted and accepted. 

* . of in parliament or great, council, by which 'a proper coync feparatc from the 

coyne of England was with more convenience, agreed to be had in Ireland ■ 
under' two forms v the one of the weight of half-quarter of an ounce troy 
« . weight, on which fhali be imprinted on one fide, a lyon,* and on the other ffde , 
-'a< crown, called. an Irlandes d'argent, to foals.for die •value.of one penny fter- 
ling •, the other of vij. ob. of troy weight, having imprinted orr One part of 
it a croWn; and on ''the •other.part a crofs, called a Patrick, of *which eight 
mall pal's for one Denier. That a Grofs be made of the weight of three. 
denicFs fterling, and 'to pafs for four denicrs ftci ling, which Hull have im- 
printed on it on one fide a crown,' and on the other fide a crofs like the coyne ■ • 
of - Calais, bearing about the 'crofs in 'writing the name of the place. where 
the k coync is made ; and that every .pcrfon, who brings bullion to the mi nr.,. 
ought to receive and have for every ounce of filver, troy weight,.jjine of the- laid 
Grofies of die value of three denier^. ThatTth'e coyne called the Jack he. 
hereafter of no value and void, and- that the above coynes be made in the . 

* cailles of Dublin and Trymcne. This aft to commence on St. Patrick's day. ■ . » 

' Adjourned to Monday after Trinity-Sunday, and theij enacted •, That the 
. . ■ .Rider of lawful weight pafs at four fhillings, the DUckat of full weight at 
four fhillings and two perica, the Jean of full weight at four fhillings and 
•"two. pence, the Crown at three /hillings and four pence," the Burgoighe-Nobh- 
at fix fliillings and, eight pence, the Salute at four fhillings and two pen#e ; 
and if:any of /aid gold or of the Englifh-Noble, Demy-Noble, or Quadrant 
of gold, be not of full weight, that a proportionable abatement be made. 
As there is great "variance in the recc.lpt Of the Grofs, Demy-Grafs and Dp- 
** nier, it is enacted, that the Grofs and Demy-grofs having the fecond circle , 
,2i-,. dear, and not clipped, and if any writing appears above the faid circle in ' 

* • l ' two - . . . 
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two quarters, that then the Grofs (hall pais for five pence, and the Demy- 
Grofs for two pence half-penny, and that all deniers, that pafs in England, 
fliall pafs here for one penny farthing; that the Denier with the crofs called 
Irlandes be utterly void, and that in lieu of it a penny be (buck in filver, 
having the weight of the fourth part of the New-Grofs of Ireland, to be 
imprinted, and inferibed as the New-Grots. 

Birain'h ^* ^ a P ar ^ ament ^Id at Dublin, before Thomas Fitz-Maurice 

i EdwAV carl °f Kildare, lord deputy. 

An. 1460. Cap. 4. Enacted, that a coyne of filver be ftruck, i. e. le Maille of filver, and 
Quadrant, and that the faid coyne bear the fame writing and crown as the New 
Denier bears, and that they be made according to the rate of the new Denier; 
and that the faid coyne be made in the caftle of Dublin, and that the faid Maile 
and Quadrant be taken and received in faid Land. 
Ib p f m ' IV No. VII. At a parliament held in Dublin, before Sir Rowland Fitz Eu- 
An 14.61 ftacc ' Ior<i Portlcfter » deputy to George duke of Clarence. 

' Cap. 6. As great variances have arofe between the king's fubjects for want 
of final] coyne for cliange, viz. the Denier and Quadrant ; it is enacted, that 
a coyne of copper mixed with filver be made within the caftle of Dublin, 
having on one fide the print of a crofs, and on the other part a crown, of 
which four (hall be taken for a penny ; and that the faid coyne mall have 
graven, within the circumference of the faid crofs, the name of the place where 
it is made, and on the other part funs and rofes in*the circumference of the 
faid crown, and that no fum mall be ftruck exceeding an hundred marks, 
and provided that it be of no manner of prejudice to the patent granted to 
Germyn Lynch. 

Ibidem, No. VIII. At a parliament held at Weys, (Wexford) before Thomas earl 

3 Edw.IV 0 f Defmond, deputy to George duke of Clarence. 

*4 6 3- Q a p ^2. An aft for confirming letters patents made to Germyn Lynch 
of London, goldfmith, for coining money, the fubftance of which letter pa- 
tent is as follows, viz. Edwardus, &c. we have ordained Germyn Lynch of 
London, goldfmith, warden and mafter-worker of our moneys and coynes 
within our caftle of Dublin, and within our caftle of Trymme, and graver 
of the punfons of the faid monie and coynes to occupy by himfelf or deputy 
during his life, giving him and them authority to make all our faid moneys 
and coines, according to the tenor and effect of our cftatute or eftatutes by 
authority of a parliament holden at Drogheda before Richard late duke of 
Yorke then lord lieutenant, on the Friday after the Fcaft of St. Blafc the bi- 
fhop, 38 Hen. VI. — We give full power to the faid Germyn Lynch and his 
deputy, during his life, to make all our faid money and coincs, and to do all 
things needful thereto within the town of Galway, that is, to make a piece 
of filver running at and of the value of four Dcnicrs, whereof one hundred 
and twenty fhall go to the pound of troy, and to the ounce of the fame 
ten ; whereof the mailer to anfwer us of one plate of every fuch pound fo 
made for the coinage, and the merchant one hundred and fourteen plates, 
and the mafter to have the other five plates to his ufe. — And alio another piece 

of 
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of filver coine, of the value of two deniers, whereof two hundred and forty 
to go to the pound, or to the ounce of the fame twenty, with proportionable 
allowance as before : — Alfo another piece of filver coyne of the value of one 
Denier, whereof four hundred and eighty go to the pound, and to the ounce 
of the fame forty, with proportionable allowance as before, and that the 
ounce of every of the alorefaid money coyned, fliall be departed in like 
« form after the faid afferance and rate. — Alfo eight pieces of brafs running at 
and of the value of one penny of our faid filver. — That all the aforefaid 
moneys and Coynes of filver and brafs fliall be imprinted and bear fcripture, 
and be of the weight, allaie and fynefs, as is fpecified in the faid ftatute or 
ftatutes.— We give full power to the faid Gcrmyn or his deputy or deputies 
during his life, to make and ftrike in the faid caftles and town, and every 
of them, four pieces of brafs or copper running at one penny of our faid filver, 
to be imprinted with the figure of a bifhop's head, and a fcripture of this 
word Patrick about the fame head on the one fide, and with a crofs with this 
word Salvator then about on the other fide, and to make as much or as little 
of every fort of the faid moneys or coynes of brafs or copper, as he fliall think 
to be profitable and good. — And we grant to the faid Germyn all the faid 
moneys and coynes of brafs and copper to his proper ufe, in fijftentation and 
finding of our labourers about the laid moneys at his charges, free and quit, 
without any thing therefore paying to us during his faid life. — The mafter of 
the mint to account for our lhare of the profits of the faid coinage to fuch 
perfon, as fhall be afligned by the lieutenant or other governor of our faid 
land, and not in the exchequer. — That the weight and quantity of the faid 
moneys of brafs or copper be devifed and made continually by the difcretion 
of the mafter. — As the faid filver moneys may not be always made accord- 
ing to the right eftandard, becaufe fome time, in default of the faid mafter 
or workers, the faid money of filver may be made too much or too little in 
weight or in allay, or in the one or in the other, by fix penny-weight in every 
, of the faid pounds of troy - t which fix penny-weight fliall be called remedy 
for tfte faid mafter, and if fuch default be found in any of the faid pounds 
upon the due aficn (trial or ajfay) before the deliverance over of the faid fix 
penny-weight called remedy, that then it fliall be challenged by the merchant, 
and not to be delivered, and then the faid mafter fliall reforge the faid moneys 
fo found defective, at his proper cofts, till it be made able according to 
the ordinance. — We grant power to the faid Germyn to make all manner of 

emfons, fcrews, graves, and other inftrumcnts nccelfary to the faid minters at 
ondon or elfewherc, for which inftruments to be made, we grant to him ten 
marks yearly to be received by his own hand out of the profits of our faid 
moneys arifing by fuch mints, to be allowed him on account. — That he lhall 
make a privy fign on every piece of filver money. — Power to take at all 
times as many labourers yearly as fliall be necefiary. — And if any labourer 
refufes to work at the faid mints, that the mafter or his deputy mail arreft 
fuch, and put them in prifon, till he labours as defired. — All officers mini- 
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Iters commanded to aflift the faid Germyn in the execution of the premifles.— 
Grant to all merchants repairing to any of the faid mints, free entry and 
iflue in and out of the faid caftlcs and town. Dated 6 Jugujli primo Regni per 
Regent authoritate Parliament!. — It is enacted, that the faid Germyn (hall en- 
joy the faid office, notwithftandine any refumption, ail, or ordinance to 
the contrary; and that he mail have full power to act every thing, ac- 
cording to the faid letters patent or acts, within the cities of Waterford and 
Limerick during his life, in the fame manner as is ordained to be done with- 
in the caftles of Dublin and Trym, and that he lhall make fuch fcripture on 
the faid coync of filver as eniues, viz. on the part or fide of the crofs, 
Pcfui Deum adjutorem rmum, and on the fide of the crown, Edwardus Dei 
gratid Dominus Hibernie. — Cap. 57. Being enacted, by a parliament held ac 
Drogheda, An. 38 Hen. VI. before Richard duke of Yorke, lord lieutenant, 
that the Grofs, the Denier, the Demy-denier and the Quadrant, mould be 
ftruck within the caftles of Dublin and Trym. Now as the mayor, bayliffs 
and commons of Waterford are daily encumbered for want of fmall coynes 
for change of greater coines, it is enacted, at their petition, that the above 
mentioned fnaall coynes be ftruck at Waterford, in a place called Dondory, alias 
Raynold's tower, and that they be made of the fame weight, print and fizeas 
is mentioned in the faid act to be done in the caftles of Dublin and Trym, 
and that they mail bear this fcripture, Civilas Waterford. — Cap. 57. As the 
Grofs, the Demy-grofs, the Denier, and other coynes are greatly diminifhed 
by clipping enacted, that no clipped money be received in payment. 

•Hot. Tor. No. IX. At a parliament holden in Dublin, before John earl of Worcefter, 

Birmingh. deputy to George duke of Clarence, lord lieutenant. 

£? d . w iY Cap. 7. Whereas in a parliament held before Thomas earl of Defmond, 
4 '* in the filth year of the prcfent king *, it was enacted, that the Noble of due 
weight mould be of the value of ten (hillings, the Demy-noble of five mil- 
lings, and the Quadrant of gold of two millings and fix pence, and that for 
laccage in weight of fuch pieces of gold, they mould be refufed ; it k now 
enacted, that the laccage in weight in fuch pieces of gold lhall not be a caule for 
refufing them, but the value of fuch laccage lhall be paid in current filver 
after the rate hereafter rehearfed.— Cap. 8. As Ireland is deftirute of filver, 
and the filver there made of late is daily carried away into divers countries, 
and fo the people of this land continually take clipped money, contrary to 
the ftarute, it is enacted, that there be a piece of filver coined called a Dou- 
ble, having the print of a crown on one fide, with this writing, Edwardus 
Dei gratia Dominus Hiberni*, and on the other part a fun with a rofc, with 
this infeription about it, Civitas Dublinie, which fhall pafs in Ireland for eight 
deniers, and ten fuch pieces fhall make an ounce according to the rightful 
ftandard of the tower of London, and twelve fuch ounces fhall make the 
pound according to the ftandard aforcfaid, and there fhall be in every pound 

f Tau A& could not be found. 
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fix (core fuch pieces of the weight of the faid country. Alfo there {hall be 
made another piece of filver called a Grofs, having the print and fcripture 
aforefaid, which ihall pais in Ireland for four deniers j and twenty fuch pieces 
lhall go to an ounce of the faid country, and two hundred and forty fuch 
pieces mall make the pound of the rightful ftandard aforefaid : of which 
coynes every merchant lhall have for an ounce fterling of filver fix millings, 
and the king mall have the refidue, paying the mafter and workmen for their 
labour. And as the faid filver money cannot be continually made of equal 
ftandard, becaufe fometimes, in default of the mafter or workmen, they may 
be too great or too little in weight or allay, or in one or in the other, in 
weight of three deniers in every twenty millings, the which weight of three 
deniers mall be called remedy for the faid mafter.— -Alio that there be a piece 
made of two deniers, or half the grofs of the proportions aforefaid - t of- which 
forty fuch pieces (hall go to the ounce befides the allay. — Alfo that a piece 
be made called the Denier, containing the half of the piece of two deniers,. 
eighty of which lhall go to the ounce befides the allay. — Half-deniers and far- 
things to be made according to the lame proportions, mutatis mutandis, with 
the like provifions : and that the print of the half-denier and farthing be made 
according to the print of the denier, with a fcripture as long as the mafter- 
and workmen can make them. — That the faid moneys and coynes be made 
in the c allies of Dublin and Trym, the cities of Waterford and Limerick, 
and the towns of Drogheda* Gal way and Carlingford ; and that no body 
lhall after Eafter next receive- or pay any manner of filver coyne or money, 
but the coyne or money aforefaid, and that all other filver coynes or money 
in Ireland be from the fcaft of Eafter next damned and annulled % and if 
any perfon or perfons receives or pays otherwife, that fuch payment Hull 
be adjudged felony in the payer as in the receiver. 

No. X. At a parliament held in Dublin, before Thomas Fitz-Morice earl Rw T 
of Kildare, lord juftice. Bimingk" 

Cap. 4. It having been enacted, An. j Edw. IV. That a coin of filver be ioEd IV. 
made called the Double, the Demy-double or Groflc, the Demy-grofle, the An. 1470. 
Denier, and the Demy-denier, to pafs through all Ireland, by which the peo- 
ple have been fo greatly impoverilhed, that many of them have given up 
their houfes and avoided the land, and. all merchandifes, and efpecially 
victuals have grown exceffive dear, from which many people are like to pe- 
ri fh through want. It is therefore enacted, that the mafter or matters of the 
coinage lhall have power to make and ftrike within the caftles of Dublin 
and Trym, and the town of Dn5gheda, five forts of filver coynes according 
to the fynefs of the coynes ft ruck in the \ower of London, i. e. the Groflc, 
the Demy-grofle, the Denier, the Demy-denier, and the Quadrant ; the Grofs 
having on one fide the print of a head crowned, with this writing, Edvoardus 
Dei gratia Rex Angli*, Domims Hibernia, or the name of any other king for 
the time being, and on the other part the print of a crofs with the pclets 
according to the grofs made in Caleys, bearing in the circumference of the 
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crofs in writing the place where the faid grofs is made and coined, and in the 
borders of the grofs this writing, Pofui Deum adjutorcm meum \ of which 
grofies eleven (hall make the ounce of troy weight, and every of them not 
clipped to pafs for four deniers •, the demy-grofs to be made in like manner 
as the grofs, with the fame infcriptions, as they can be comprehended in it, 
according to the difcretion of the mailer and graver of the faid coynes, of 
which demy-groffes twenty-two pieces fliall make the ounce, and every of 
them not clipped (hall pafs for two deniers j (the like in the other proportions) 
and that the fifth part of every pound be ftruck in fmall pieces, that is to 
fay, Two-deniers, Deniers, Halr-deniers and Quadrants. And as the faid 
half-denier and quadrant require more labour and cofts, in poifing every pound, 
than the grofs, the demy-grofs and denier, it is enacted, that the mafter or 
mailers for the time being may allay every ounce of the faid demy-deniers 
and quadrants, according to a flatute made in a parliament held at Trym, 
before Thomas earl of Defmond, the fifth of this king *. And as the faid 
money cannot always be made to agree according to the juft flandard, being, 
in default of the mafter, fometimes made too great, and fometimcs too fmall 
in weight or allay by four deniers in every pound, which four deniers (hall be 
a remedy for the faid mafter : It is enacted, that from this time to the feaft 
of the Purification next, the Double (hall be taken and pafs for four deniers, 
the Demy-double for two deniers, the Demy-grofs for one denier, and the 
Denier for half a denier and after the faid feaft, the faid double, demy* 
double, demy-grofs, denier and demy-denier to be damned and not taken for 
a coyne -j-, and whoever pays or receives in payment any clipped money after 
Chriftmas next, that he mail be adjudged and taken as an attainted traitor. 

Rot. Tur. No. XI. At a parliament held at Dublin, before Thomas Fitz-Moricc 

Btrmingh. earl of Kildare, deputy to George duke of Clarence. 

1 1 Ed. IV Q a p 6. Enacted, that all Groflcs fliall pafs in Ireland as they did in the 
'*~ 2 ' days of the kings Edward III. Richard II. Henry IV. Henry V. and Hen- 
ry VI. in England and Calais, the fame being not clipped, every piece of 
them at the value of five deniers, the Demy-grofs at two deniers and a half, 
the Denier at one denier and farthing ; the Noble of gold being of full weight 
at ten millings, the Scute (the Crown) and Quadrant of full weight accord- 
ing to the Noble ; and if any of the faid nobles, fcutes, or quadrants, be 
defective in weight, then the debtors mail pay the defect in filvcr, and if any 
refufes to receive the faid coynes he fhall lofe his debt. — Cap. 65. William 
Crumpe, merchant, and Thomas Barby, merchant, were by letters patent, 
dated the 18th of October io° Rtgis, conflicted mailers of the coinage in the 
caflles of Dublin and Trym, and the town of Drogheda, to hold the faid 
office to them and the furvivor of them for their lives. Barby died, and 
the office furvized to Crump. The king, by the letters patent dated the 

• This Aft, as I obfervtd before, could not f This moft be underftood of the coins 
be found. Oracle by virtue of the aft 7 Edw. IV. 

eighth 
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eighth of December the faid io° Regni y corutituted Patrick Keyn, of Dublin, 
golcifmith, furveyor and under mailer of the faid coyne in the faid places, 
and receiver of the money called Doubles, brought by the merchants into the 
faid places according to the manner, form and weight as prefcribed in a lta- 
tute made in that cafe ; by force of which grant to the laid Patrick, he, as 
furveyor, undermafter and maker of the faid coins, has (truck much of the 
faid coyne not of weight, nor of good allay, of his own authority, and againlt 
the will of the faid William Crump, by colour of the letters patent made to 
him. Upon this matter let forth by petition by the faid Crump, it was 
enacted, that he mould have the king's letters patent of pardon of all trea- 
fons, offences, challenges or impeachments, which the king has againlt him, 
as mailer of the faid coinage, and that he lhall not be troubled on account of the 
faid money being ftruck, againlt his will, under weight and not of fufficient allay. 

No. XII. At a parliament held at Naas, before Thomas Fitz-Morice Rot. Tur.' 
earl of Kildare, deputy to George duke of Clarence, and thence prorogued Birmingh. 
to Dublin. ii"' 1 ,^ 

Cap. 1 1. There being divers coiners in the city of Cork, the towns of Yoghil, ' * 
Kinfale and Kiilmallock, viz. John Fannin, John Crone, Patrick Mart el, 
William Synnot, Mortagh O Haurighan, Nicholas Rewy, and others, who 
make falfe coines without authority, only the faid John Fannin fliews letters 
patent which are not of record, to the great damage of the faid city, towns 
and counties; it is enacted, that if the faid coiners do not appear before 
the deputy in parliament the firft day of the next prorogation or adjourn- 
ment, that they lhall be attainted as traitors, and their lands, tenements, 
goods and chattels forfeited ; and, that it lhall be lawful for James earl of 
Defmond, the mayors of Cork and Yoghill, and the foverains of Kinfale 
and Kiilmallock, to apprehend them and execute the law on their perfons 
as traitors attainted ; and that no body lhall maintain, fupport, harbour or 
fuccour them, under the penalty of forfeiting thdr goods and chattels, lands 
and tenements to the king, and their bodies to be at his will ; and all let- 
ters patent Ihewn by the faid coiners to be void. 

No. XIII. In the fame parliament prorogued and held in Dublin. Ibidem, 

Cap. 60. Enacted, that the king's coyne, i.e. the Grofs, the Demy-grofs, Ed- IV » 
the Denier, the Demy-denier, and the Quadrant, be ftruck for the time to 
come within the caflle of Dublin only, and in no other place within the 
four counties of Dublin, Meath, Kildare and Uriel, and in no other place 
in Ireland-, of which Grofles xiv lhall make the ounce, xxvni Demy- 
grofles, Lvf Deniers, cxn Demy-deniers, and ccxxiv Quadrants, according 
to the juft Itandard of the tower of London, and to be made according to 
the finenefs and allay of the faid Tower. Every Grofs to be received at 
the rate of four deniers, and the others in proportion. The king, the ma- 
iler, and the v.orkmento receive for the coinage three deniers in every ounce 
of grofies, four deniers in every ounce of the other forts, and no more : 
and fo to remain to every merchant bringing bullion or plate to the mint 

four 
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four millings and five pence for every ounce of grofies, and four milling* 
and four pence for every ounce of the other forts.— That Germyn Lynch, 
goldfmith, be mafter of the faid mint during good behaviour, he anfwering 
tor all manner of workmen whom he (hall bring into the mint. — That this 
aft be not prejudicial to William Crump in the tee granted to him upon the 
faid mint. — That Philip Brentwood be one of the principal workmen under 
the faid mafter, if he may be had at reafonable wages. — That Chriftoper Fox 
be one of the principal deputy-comptrollers of the faid mint, if he may be 
had at reafonable wages, by the aflcnt of the chief comptroller — That the 
jufticc of the c. b. and the baron of the exchequer have power to enquire 
and d«termine upon the faid mafter and workmen, as well by examination, 
as inquifition, as the king may do in his ch. place. — That no pardon be 
available for the faid workmen and mafter, unlels granted by parliament or 
by the governor of Ireland by advice of the council.— And that the faid 
mafter fhallmake the fifth pait of the bullion coming to the faid mint, to 
be coined into fmall coyne, i. e. into pieces of two deniers, denier^ half de- 
nier, and quadrant under the penalty of ten pound. — not to be prejudicial 
to the right of Maurice Burgnill and Patrick Keyne, when they had the 
office of mafter of the mint. 

"Rot. Tur. No. XIV. At a parliament held at Dublin, before William bifhop of 

ajirmingh. Meadi, deputy to George duke of Clarence. 

15 Ed IV. Cap. 5. As a great deal of coyns called the Groflcs, the Demy-grolTcs, 
l4 ' 5 ' and the Denier is not pafled in this kingdom to the great damage ot it, it 
is enafted, that the coin called the Grofs made in the reigns of Edward III. 
Hichard II. Henry IV. Henry V. and Henry VI. not clipped, mall be of 
the value of fix deniers, the Demy-grofs not clipped of the value of three 
deniers, and the Denier not clipped of the value of three half deniers. The 
Grofs made in England in the time of the prefent king, not clipped, mall pafs 
for five deniers, the Demy-grofs for two deniers and a half, and the Denier 
lor one denier and a quadrant ; and all the moneys ftruck in Ireland to be 
of the fame value as they now are. — That all the mints in Ireland mall ceafe, 
except thofe of Dublin, Drogheda and Waterford, and that the m afters of 
the laid mints fliall, out of all the bullion brought to them, make no more 
than the third part thereof into, Two-deniers, Deniers, Half-dcnicrs and 
Quadrants, under the penalty of ten pound, toties quoties. — Cap. 7. Lique- 
faction of bullion and other filver, being a great mifchief to the common peo- 
ple, defamation to the mint, and oftentimes a deftruction to the mint -ma- 
tters ; it is enafted, that no filver brought to the mint to be melted or 
ftruck, fhall be fo done, but only by the matters of the mint, or fuch 
perlbn for whom the mafter will anfwer, and whoever doth to the contrary, 
fhall forfeit all fuch goods, half to the king, and half to the mafter of the 
mint, and fhall not be pardonable but by parliament. 

Ibidem. No. XV. At a parliament held at Drogheda, before William bimop of 

•6 Ed.1V. Meath, deputy to George duke of Clarence, from thence adjourned to Dublin. 

An - '♦" 6 - Cap. 



Digitized by Google 



A |P P E N D I t 

Cap. 2T. The filver coin lately made in Cork, Youghill, Limerick, and 
other places in Munfler, except Waterford, being neither lawful in itfelf, 
nor of lawful weight and allay •, it is enacted, that the fame be utterly dam- 
ned and taken in no payment. — Cap. 23. Enacted, that the piece of gold 
called a Royal be taken in Ireland for thirteen millings and four deniers, and 
the Demy-royal after the fame rare*, the piece of gold called the Angel at 
eight millings and four deniers, the Dcmy-angel in proportion, and every 
feflfcr piece of the fame gold coins to pafs at the fame rate and as fome of 
them be infuffkicnt in weight, that they be made good in current filver.— 
That the old Noble of gold pafs at twelve millings, and every leflcr piece 
according to that rate, the infufficiency of any of them to be amended as 
aforcfaid. — Cap. 43. To give a currency to forreign coync imported into Ire- 
land, it is enacted, that the Rider fine and good mail pafs tor five (hillings 
of Irifh filver, the Ducat five millings, the Leo five (hillings, the Crown 
five (hillings, the Crufado five (hillings, the Burgoin Noble ten (hillings, the 
Half and Quarter in proportion, the Salute five (hillings, and if any of the 
faid gold want in weight of the rightful (landard, fo much to be abated in 
payment as it wants. — Proclamation to be made to give a currency to thefe 
coins. 

No. XVI. At a parliament held at Trym, before Henry lord Grey, de- Rot. TuiT 
puty to George duke of Clarence, from thence adjourned to Drogheda, and Birmln*. 
thence to Dublin. Z t S 

Cap. 13. Enacled, that for the time to come the liberty of Meathbe com- ' 47 ' 
menced, rcftored, ufed, exercifed, held and continued, with all manner of 
librrtics, franchifes, ufages, free-cuftoms, court-lccts, offices, and officers, 
and all manner of every other thing belonging to the fame in antient times, 
in as ample a manner, as was exercifed and occupied in the time of Richard 
late duke of Yorkc, or his noble progenitors lords of Meath and that 
Henry lord Grey, lord deputy, (hall enjoy, ufe, hold, cxercife, and carry 
unto ufe and execution by himfclf or his deputy, the faid liberty, by the 
name of fenefchat and treafurer of the faid liberty of Meath, in as ample a 
manner and form, with all manner of rights, commodities and profits, as ever 
any fenefchal or treafurer heretofore occupied and enjoyed the fame ; and that 
all manner of acts, (latutes, ordinances, or grants, heretofore made to avoid 
or deftroy the faid liberty, be of no effect in law. And further this act con- 
firms a grant, made by the king, of the office of fenefchal and treafurer 
of Meath to the faid Henry, dated at Wcftminfter the third day of March 
in the feventeenth year of his reign during the Hie of the faid Henry : And 
by this act the faid Henry, by himfelf or his officers, may for the future ftrikc 
and coin all manner of coins of filver within the caftlc of Trym, according 
to fuch fynefs and allay, as in the ftatute for that pvirpofe is provided. 

No. XVII. At a parliament held at Dublin, before Gerald earl of Kildare, Ibidem, 
. deputy to the king's fon, Richard duke of Yorke, lord lieutenant. 19Ed.1v. 

M Cap. An - '479- 
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Cap. i. Enacted, that -Gcrmyn Lynch, matter of the mutters, have power 
to ftrike coyne at four millings and ten millings per ounce, rendering to 
the merchant four millings and four pence, and to king and workmen fix 
deniers according to the finefs and ftandard of the tower of London pro- 
vided that the part of the coin belonging to the king and workmen be made 
and paid in grofles, and provided that the king do not countermand the pre- 
mifles. 

Rot. Tut. No. XVIII. At a parliament held at Dublin, before Gerald earl of Kildare, 
Birmingh. deputy to Edward the king's eldeft fon, lord lieutenant, and from thence 
iRjc. in. ^00^^ t0 Naas. 

3 ' Cap. 7. As this aft is partly deftroyed by time or vermin, all that can be 
gathereo from it relating to coins is, That the coin flruck within the cattle 
of Dublin, or elfewhcre in Ireland, by the king's officers according to the 
print defcribed, (which cannot be read) mail pals and be current among all 
the fubjefts, and that the refufer lhall forfeit twelve deniers for every half 
denier refufed, one half to the king and the other half to the profecutor ; 
and if any cities or towns refufe them, the faid forfeiture (hall go half to 
the king, and half to be employed on the murrage and paviage of the (aid 
city or town j the offenders to be committed to prifon untill payment. If 
the inhabitants, citizens or burgefles of Waterford, Wexford, Rots, Kilken- 
ny, Dungarvan, Yoghill, Cork, Kinfale, Kilmallock, Limerick, Galway, 
Athenry, or elfewhere within thofe parts of faid land, be proved to offend in 
the premifles, they fliall forfeit twenty pounds ; and that the citizens and 
burgefles of fuch cities and towns fo refuting fhall lofe their franchifes, un- 
till they have made fine to the king for fuch their contempts. — That the 
aft do not extend to the citizens of Dublin or burgeffes of Drogheda. — 
Cap. 8. As the weal publique has been for thefe three years paft greatly 
damaged, for that the king's mints for (hiking of filver coyn have not 
been ordered for the profit of the fubjeft, by which all foreigners, .as Por- 
tugal?, Spaniards, Britons, Frenchmen and Flemings, praftifing merchandife, 
have ufed to bring in the coin of their countries, and other bullion, to be 
coined in the king's mint here, to the great profit of the faid foreigners in 
exchange, and damage of the king's lubjefts. And as it hath happened 
thereby, that the common people cannot have fmall coins for buying and 
felling or paying fmall fums to fervants, labourers and artificers, by which 
many cf the inhabitants have and are about departing the land, and leaving 
their habitations dtfolate and wafte, and the inconvenience and damage to the 
public cannot be remedyed by the order of that manner of mint, which was 
Tent out of England, and limitted to the weight of tlurty-feven /hillings 
and fix pence for every pound of troy-weight of London, to be ufed in this 
land .... (the reft of the preamble is deftroyed) It is therefore enacted, 
that it fhall be lawful for the mafler of the mint for the time being, to 
ftrike and make four manner of filver coynes or moneys, i. e. Grofles, De- 
my-groffes, Deniers and Demy-dcniers, in fuch manner and in fuch places, 
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as is ordained by a ftatute lately made in a parliament held on Monday after 
the Fcaft of St. Catherine, the tenth of king Edward IV. and that the faid 
four manner of coins, fo to be (truck, be made of fuch flnenefs and allay 
with all fuch remedies in the weight of every twenty (hillings for the matter* 
and workmen, as is ordered by a parliament in the twelfth of the faid king. 
The Grofs, the Dcmy-grofs, the Denier and Dcmy-denicr, to have according 
to the king's commandment, the print on the one fide of the arms of Eng- 
land with a crofs trefoile in every fine, with this infeription, Ricardtis Dei 
gritid Rex Anglia Dominus Hibern:** and on the other fide three crowns, one 
above the other, with a crofs trefoil in every fine, bearing in the circumfe- 
rence of the fame the name of the place, where in form aforefaid it mail be 
lawfully coined : of which groffes to be made and coined two hundred and 
twenty-five pieces with the aforefaid remedies (hall make the pound of troy 
weight, every one of them to pafs for four deniers, and the fmaller coins in 
the like proportion, with the like infeription, as far as the fame can be com- 
prehended therein by the mailer and gravers at their difcretion ; and for the 
eafe of the common people, the fifth part of fuch coin to be ftruck in 
fmall pieces, /. e . in Dcmy-grofies, Deniers and Dcmy-deniers. That the ma- 
tter, in prefence of the controuler, may receive their fluff and all lawful bul- 
lion brought to the mint in cups, fpoons, and other watte, the merchant to 
receive back for every ounce of bullion four millings and fix pence, the ma- 
iler two deniers, and the rcfidue of every ounce to go to the king.— Hap. 9. 
The profits of the mint, granted to the earl of Kildare, in confideration of 
the charges he is at in the governcment, during the time he continues in it.— 
Cap. 13. An aft for breaking all counterfeit money, and that all letters patent 
and acts, made in behalf of Germyn Lynch to be matter of the faid mint, 
(hall be void. 

No, XIX. Super moncta nova in Hybcrnil cudenda. Rymer'» 
This indenture made the three and twentith daye of Aprill, in the three and 
fortith yere of the raigne of oure fovcraignc Ladye Elizabeth, by the grace ™ ' *** 
of God, queeneof Englande, France, and Irlande, defender of the faith, fcfr. 4 3 E!iwib. 
betweene our faid foveraigne ladye the Queenc's majeftic of the one partie, An. 1604. 
and Sir George Carye knighte, threafurer at warre, and vice-threafurer and 
general receiver of her majeftics revenues in her highnefs realme of Irelande 
of the other party, witneffeth, that, whereas her majeftie, by reafon of the 
longe and chargeable warres contynued within her highnes realme of Ireland, 
hath bene driven to fend greate fommes of her highnes ftcrlinge money of the 
ftandard of Englande into the faid realme of Irlande, for the payment of her 
armye there and for other fervices, and whereas, in and by one ftatute made in 
the parliament holdcn at Wettminfter in the third yere of kinge Henrye the 
feventh, yt was emitted amongeft other thinges, that every marchant of Ire- 
land, that (hulde bringe any marchandizes, into this realme (hould ymploye 
the money rcccaved for the fame marchandizes, his reafonable expenecs de- 
ducted, upon the commodities of this land, or ells widiout fraud put the 
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fame money in due payment within this realme, uppon fuch payne and 
forfeyture as by the faid adte amongeft odier things appeareth : and where- 
as by one other ftatute made in the parliament holden at Weftminfter, in 
the nyneteenth yerc of the raignc of the faid late kinge Henry the feventh, it 
is enacted, that no manner of perfon fhould carry nor convey, nor xaufe 
to be carryed out of this realme any bullion, plate or coyne of gould or fil- 
ver into Ireland, over and above the fomme of fixe millings eight pence, 
uppon fuch paynes and forfeitures, as in and by the laft mentioned afte 
amongeft other thinges appeareth : and whereas in the times of the raignes 
of her highnes late fifter queene Marye, and of her highnes late brother king 
Edward the fixte, and the tymcs of the raignes of her majefties late father 
and grandfather kinge Henry the eight, and kinge Henry the feventh, the 
moneys currant within the faid realm of Ireland were under die ftandard 
of the moneys currant within the realme of England : and whereas her ma- 
jeftie, after the exemplc of her progenitors, hath with the advice of her pri- 
vye counfell, for divers grcate and weightye confiderations, refolved, tlut the 
moneys currant within Ireland fhould be under the ftandard of the moneys 
currant within England, and thereupon determined to appoint and ordaine 
new forts of moneys diftincl: and differing from the moneys of the ftandard 
•of England, which new fortes of moneys fhould be the proper currant mo- 
ney of the faid realm of Ireland j and yet in fuch manner, and with fuch pro- 
vifion and moderation as in former tymes hath not bene done, and fo as none 
of her highnes loving and faithful fubjecb fhall be thereby prejudiced, for 
the better effecting whereof certain indentures Avere lately made, bearing date 
the— day of— in the fortith yere of her highnefs raigne ; betwene the fame 
our foveraigtie lady of one party, and Richard Martyn of London, knighte, 
and Richard Martyn his lbnne citizen and goldlmith of London, mafters 
and workers of her highnes moneys within the towerc of London, and realme 
of England, of the other partye, concerning the makingc and coyning of 
fyve forts of money ; that is to fay, the Shillinge Irifhe running and currant 
for twelve pence Irilhe ; the Halfe-fhilling Irifhe, running and currant for 
fix pence ; the Quarter of the fhilling running and currant for three pence 
Irifh; the Penny running and currant for one penny Irilli v and the Half* 
penny running and currant for one half-penny Irifh, as by the fame inden- ' 
tures amongeft other thinges, more fully and at large yt dothe and may appeare : 
by force of which indentures ccrtaync quantities of thy faid fcverall kindes of 
moneys, mentioned in the faid indentures, have bene made and coyned accord- 
ingly. Sec the remainder in the place quoted. 
. D , By the Queene. 

1601.' No. XX. The Queencs molt excellent majeftie finding by the recordes 
to May of both her realmes of England and Ireland, that in the tymes of divers her 
4 3 Klizab. progenitors, kings of England and Ireland, it hath bi n accuftomed, as a thing 
Kin r ' )cm foimd convenicnt f° r the g° od of the loyatl fubjecls of both realm.% 
16 jac. I. that there told be a difference betwene the ftandards o'f die monies allowed 
pan s*. , tQ 
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to be currant in each of her faid realmes, and knowing by many lawes of her 
realme of England, and namely, by one made in the third ycare, and one 
other in the nineteenth yeare of her majefties grandfather of famous memo- 
rie, king Henrie the feventh, that the tranfportation of monies of the coyne 
and ftandcrd of England into this her realme of Ireland is feverely forbid- 
den, under great penalties, perceiving alfo by experience in fome part here- 
tofore, but mora fullie and apparantlie now of late yeares fincc the Iaft re- 
bellion, which have caufed her majeftie to fend great fummes of money into 
this realme for the payment of her army, and for other fcrvices, that a great 
part of fuch monies into this realme fent doe either come into the handes 
of her rebels by divers fleights and cunnings of theirs, who by the ufe and 
meanes thereof trafficking in forraine countries do releive themfelves with 
fuch warlike provifions as they need, as with pouder, lead, match, armes, 
and weapons of all forts, and with wines, cloth and other necefiaries, with- 
out which they could not poffibly fo long fubfift in their treafonable courfes, 
and bring fo huge calamities to the reft of her good fubjecls and waft to the 
whole realme; or els the faid fterling monies, as well in refpett of their good- 
nefs being better then the monies of other countries, as alfo for want of 
marchandife wherein to employe them with this countrie, now especially 
fincc the rebellion doth not yeeld, arc partly by marchants, ftrangcrs, and 
partly by the naturall marcnants of the countrey ufing trade in forraigne 
countries, tranfported from hence into the faid countries, to the ineftimable 
lofle and impoverifhrhent as well of this realme of Ireland, as alio chiefly 
of her majefties realme of England ; hath therefore in her majefties princely 
wifdome entred into confederation, with the advife of her privie councell, 
how thofe great inconveniences might be avoided, and hath found after long 
and ferious debateing, that the readied way to prevent the fany: is to reduce 
the ftate of her monies and coynes to trie antient courfe of her progeni- 
tors, that is, to a difference in finenefs betweenc the monies of the realme 
of England and her realme of Ireland, and for that purpofe hath caufed great 
quantities of monies, according to that antient ftandard which was in ufe 
for this realme in the daies of her majefties father, brother, and fifter, to 
be coined here into feverall pieces of Shillings, fix pence, and pieces of 
three pence, ftamped with herhighnes armes crowned, and infeription of 
her ufual ftile on the one fide, and on the other with an harjJe crowned, 
being the arms of this her kingdome of Ireland, with the infeription, Po- 
1 fat Benin adjutorem meum. And alfo certayne peeces of fmall monies of 
mcerc copper, of Pence, Half-pence and Farthings, for the poorer fort, 
ftamped on each fide as the other, and the fame monies foe coined hath fent 
into this her realme of Inland, here to be eftablifhed as the lawfull and 
currant monies- of this realme, and foe to be uttered and ilTucd as veil to 
her armie and officers in paiments to them, as alfo to all other her fubje<T(s 
of this realme and others here abiding or hither rcforting for trafficke and 
entercourfe of buying, felling, and all other manner ot tradeing amongft 
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themfelves, which faid coines, as well of filvcr of this new ftandard, as alfo 
of meerc copper for fmall mony, her majeftie doth hereby publiih and make 
knowen to ail men to be from henceforth, immcdiacly after the publilhing of 
this proclamation, her coine and monies eftablilhed .and authorized to be law- 
full and currant within this her realme of Ireland and proocr to this king- 
dome, and doth exprefsly will and command the lame to be loe uled, reputed 
and taken of all her fubjecls of this realme and of all others converfing here, 
and that they nor any of them mall not after the day of the publiflung 
hereof refufe, reject or denie, to receive in payment of wages, fees, ftipend 
or payments of debts, or in bargaine, or for anie other matter of trade, 
commerce, or dealing betweene man and man, any of faid monies of either 
kind either mixt ot filvcr or pure copper, but that they Ihall receive and 
accept the fame at fuch values and rates as they are coined for, videlicet. 
Shillings, for (hillings, pieces of fix pence, for fix pence, and foe of all other 
the feverall kindes of this coine refpectively, denouncing hereby to all fuch as 
Ihall be found willfully and obftinatlie to refufe the faid monies of this new 
ftandard, being tendered unto them in payments, or in anye dealings betwenc 
partic and partie, that they Ihall for that their contempt receive fuch pu- 
nifhmcnt as by her majefties prerogative royall may be inflicted uppon 
pcrfons contemning publike orders eftablilhed for the univerfall good of 
this her realme and to die end that the faid monies may the better have their 
due courfe and paflfage among her majefties fubje&s of this realme, and the 
good intended to both the realmes the more fpeedilye take place, her ma- 
jeftie doth hereby alfo publifhe and make knowne that her pleafure is, that 
after the tenth of Julie ymmediatelye following the daie of this prefent pro- 
clamation, all other monies heretofore eftabli/hed to be currant, or ufed as 
lawfull or currant monies within this kingdome Ihall be decryed, adnullcd 
and called downe, and noe other monies of what coyne, nature, mixture, 
allay or fineneflfe now ufed in this realme of Ireland, be they either monies 
of her majeftics owne coyne and ftampe currant in her realme of England, 
or of anye her predecefibrs, or of any forraine realmes permitted heretofore 
to be currant here, Ihall be any longer currant within her realme of Ire- 
land, nor offered ncr received by any perfbn here inhabiting or here con- 
verfing by any manner of dealing amongft men, but that all fuch monies be 
from that daye forward held and efteemed for bullion on.ly meete to be 
molten downe and brought unto her majefties mynt, or exchange here, as 
hereafter is cxpreficd. And although that this open and publike notification 
bf her majefties pleafure bee and ought to bee to all her fubjecls and others 
being in this realme a fufficient declaration and warrant, as well of the au- 
thorizing of the monies of the new ftanderd nowe appointed to be currant, 
and alfo the calling downe and decrying of all other monies whatfoever from 
anie ufc here either publike or private: yet her highnefle being a prince 
that in her gracious difpofition doth ever affeft to make ail her a&ions cleare 
and allowable, in her owne nature rather than in the power of fupreme autho- 
rise, 
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ritie, emending in this caufe, to give to all perfons fuch fatisfaction as is rea- 
fonable and in the daies of her progenitors, when fuch monies were in ufe, 
was not offered, doth likewife hereby make knowne, that fhee hath cftablifh- 
ed an exchange to be had and maintained in convenient places in both her 
kingdomes of England and Ireland : as namelie, in Ireland, at Dublin, Corke, 
Gal way, and Carigtcrgus : and in England, at London, Briftoll, and Chefter. 
At which places IhaTl be. from henceforthc contynuallie refident officers of 
her appointment, and in other places alfo of bothe therealmes, where it 
Jhall be found convenient for the eafe of her fubjccts : at which places, and 
by which officers, all her fubjects of either her realmes of England and Ire- 
land, and all other referring unto this her realme of Ireland in trade of mer- 
chandife or othcrwife, fhall and may, from tyme to tyme, exchange and 
commute as well monies currant of England into monies of this new ftan- 
derd of Ireland, as alfo monies of this ftanderd of Ireland into monies of 
the ftanderd of England, at their pleafure, in manner as is hereafter expref- 
fed. Firft, all peiions, being cither her majefties fubjects or the fubjects of 
anye prince or ftate in amitie with her majeftie, who fhall bring to anye 
place of exchange within Ireland any monies of the coyne of her realme of 
England, or of the coyne of any forraine countries, or any plate or bullion,, 
being of the fineneffe of the ftanderd of England, or better, defiring to re- 
ceive for the fame in England monies current of England, fhall receive from 
the officer in Ireland a bill directed to fuch place of exchange in England,, 
where the partie fhall defire to have his payment, by which bill he fhall 
receive of the officer in England, not onliein monies or England, value for 
value of the monies, plate, or bullion, delivered in Ireland, but alfo an over- 
plus of fix pence Englifh upon every twenty /hillings Englifhe by him delivered 
by tale, or of eighteen pence Englifh upon every pound weight of fuch monies, 
plate, or bullion, delivered by the panic by weight, and after the fame 
rate for more or lefs in quantitie or number, delivered by weight or by 
tale. Item, all perfons, being her majefties fubjects or the fubjects of anie 
other prince or ftate in amitie with her majeftie, which fhall have in their 
handes anie quantitie or fumme of the monies of this new coine, appoin- 
ted for her majefties realme of Ireland, and fhall be defirous to receive for 
the fame in England, monies current of England, and thereupon fhall deliver 
to anie of her majefties officers of the Exchange in Ireland fuch fumme of 
rnonie, as he is defirous fo to ^exchange, he fhall receive of the faid officers 
in Ireland a bill directed to fucrt place of exchange in England, as fhall be 
defired by the deliverer, by which , bill he fhall receive of the officer in Eng- 
land, to whome the fame is directed, the like fumme of monies of England 
by tale, as by the bill it fhall appear he fhall have delivered in Ireland, wan- 
ting oncly twelve pence in the pounde, fo as for everye twentye fhillings of 
the new coyne of Ireland, delivered in Ireland, he fhall receive in England 
nyneteen fhillings current monie of England, and .after the fame r3te for 
more or leffc in quantitie delivered in Ireland. Item, if anye fuch perfon, 
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having in his handcs, within the rcalme of Ireland, monies currant of Eng* 
land, lhall bo dt;ir<;us to exchange the fame there for monies appointed to 
be currant in Ireland, the orficer of the Exchange there, to whome he lhall 
bring anye fumme of Englifh monic to be exchanged, mall deliver to him, 
for evcrye twentye killings of Englifh monie received, one and twentye fhil- 
linges of the coyne ot Ireland, and after that rate for more or lefle in quan- 
titie received. Item, if any perfon, being her majefties fubje<5t or otherwife, 
having caufe to refort unto the rcalme of Ireland, fhall be dtfirous to exchahge 
monies currant of England into the monies currant of uxland, for his ufe 
there, and ihall deliver to that end anye Englifhc monies to anyc of her 
'majefties officers of exchange here in England, the faid officer ihall deliver 
unto the laid perfon a bill, directed to fuch place of exchange in Ireland, 
as the deliverer lhall require, by which bill the officer of exchange in Ire- 
land, rcceivinge the fame, Ihall deliver to the bringer thereof, for every 
twentye fhillinges Englifhc, delivered in England, one and twentie fhillinges of 
the new coync of Ireland in Ireland, ind after the fame rate of more or 
lefle in quantitie delivered. And whereas there are, at this prefent, diverfe 
old coyncs of bale allaye within that her majefties realme of Ireland, ufed 
and paffingc in payments betwenc men, which beinge now decryed, adnul- 
Icd, and called ciowne, her majeftie doth thinke fitt to have the fame brought 
in and reduced to one uniforme coync of this new ftanderd, her highnes is 
therefore pleafed, that evcrye perfon whoe fhall have in his hands any quan- 
titie of fuch bafe coync, and fhall bring in the fame to any of the offices of 
her Exchange in Ireland, that the officeryteceivingc the fame fhall deliver to 
the bringer monie for monie of the monies of this new ftanderd, now ap- 
pointed to be currant in Ireland : and, forafmuch as this notorious inconve- 
nience aforefaid cannot be prevented, without there be^a due obfervation of 
fuch lawes of this realme of England, as heretofore have bene made, reftrain- 
ingc the tranfportcinge of the monies Currant in England into that realme of 
Ireland in fpecic, wherin great diforder hath bene of late yeares committed, 
and t her by great inconveniences enfued, her majeftic sdoth ftraightlyt^-eharge 
and commaund all magiftrates and officers to whom it fhall apperteyne, to 
fee fevere execution of fuch lawes as doc prohibit the tranfportation of her 
coyne of England into Ireland, . and namelye one ftatute made in the nine- 
teenth yeare of the raignc of her majefties grand-father of famous memorie, 
kinge Hcnrye the feventh, her majefties purpofe being by this proclamation 
to admonifh her loving fubjefts of both her rcalmcs, and all others tradinge in 
her rcalme of Ireland, that they fhall from henceforth forbear all tranfporta- 
tion of monies of England into Ireland, for that her majeftic will caufe the 
former lawes, prohibiting the faid tranfportation of monies, to be fo ftraightly 
looked unto and executed, as the penalties thereof fhall fall heavilye upon 
the offenders againft the fame, without any hope of remiflion. Given at 
her majefties cattle of Dublin the twentieth of May in the fortie three yearc of 
her raigne. God fave the Queenc. 

By 
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By the Lord Deputic and Councell. A - 

Mountjoy. \ %' Ro'lUoffic 

No. XXL Whereas the queens moft excellent majeftie findinge by the an- Dublin 
cient records of both her realmcs of England and Ireland, and that in later 16 Jac I. 
times, alfo in the reignes of her highncs noble progenitors, as her grand- S 1 P 4r »« 
father, father, brother and fifter, there was a difference alwaies between the 
monies currant in ech of her highnes faid realmes, and in her princely wif- 
dome, by experience doth finde, that being occafioned for the maintenance 
of her armies within this kingdome, to fend over continually great and huge 
mattes of her treafure, which by finifter means have been tranfported into 
forraine realmes contrarye to her majefties lawes therin provided, and the 
rebels of this her reajme have gotten into their pofleflion great quantities of 
her majefties fterling monies, wherewith from forraine parts theyfurnifh 
themfclves with powder, armsj munition, and all things neceflary : for re- . 
formation and redrefle whereof, her majeftie in her princely wifdome, and 
with the advife of her moft honourable privie councell, hath thought fit 
and moft beft for the publicque good or both thefe her majefties realmes 
of England and Ireland, to reduce tjic monies of this real me unto the. fame 
ftanderd that formerly hath bene ufed, and therefore her majeftie did by late 
proclamation of the twentieth of May, 1601, fignifie her princely plcafure, 
that theife new coines, now currant, fhould onely be currant, and none other, 
and by the fame did decrie and call in all other monies whatfoever, willing 
and ftraightly charging and commaunding, that after the tenth of July then 
next followinge none mould trade, commerce, ufe, buy or fell with anie of 
the faid decried monies, but onely with thefe new monies of her majefties 
new ftanderd, and that all the faid decried monies, as well of filver and gold 
as old copper, mould be occupied as bullion, and forthwith to be brought: 
into her majefties exchange, according to her" highnes faid proclamation, as. 
by the (aid proclamation more at large may appeare ; but now for as much 
as the merchants and others within this realmc have not, nor doe obferve 
the faid proclamation, but do ftill trade, commerce, contract, buy and fell* 
with the faid decried monies, and for theire private gaine doe keepe ex- 
changes amongft themfelves, and doe not bring in anie quantities of the 
faid decried monies into her majefties faid exchange, according to her high- 
nes faid proclamation, wherin they have incurred the danger ot fuch punifh- 
ment, which by her majefties prerogative royall may be inflicted upon them, 
which would be over hcavie if the fame were dulie laid on the offenders, 
and for that it is crediblie enformed to her majeftie and councell in Eng- 
land, and to us the lord deputie and councell here, by the mafter of the ex- 
change, that here in Dublin, fince die publifhing of the faid firft proclama- 
tion, there hath been brought into the faid exchange in Dublin above three- 
fcore thoufand pound of the new ftanderd, for wluch bilk of exchange have 
been given here (befides other great fummes likewife of the faid new ftan- 
derd, given and exchanged by his minifters at Corke, Gallway and Carrick- 
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fergos) which by a probable eftirnation may amount to as much or more, 
ana that there hath not been of the faid decried monies or bullion brought 
into the faid exchange in Dublin, according to the faid proclamation, fo 
much as the fumme of twentye pound, the which her majcuie doth not take 
in good part, beeing meerlie contrarie to the tenor and true meaning of the 
faid firft proclamation, on which behalfe we have of late received two fpe- 
ciall letters from her majeibe *, that we mould by this new proclamation de- 
clare and make knowne her princely pleafure, as well in confirmation of the 
fubftance of the faid former proclamation as with theife new additions and 
explanations to the fame, hereafter following, viz. That her majeftie eft- 
foones willeth and commandeth hereby, that no perfon or perfons what- 
lbever henceforth mail trafficque or trade with the faid decried monies 
or bullion, or make any payment of wages, fees, ftipends or debts, or 
fhall ufe in bargaining, or aay other matter of trade, commercing, or 
dealing, between partie and partie, for any matter of agreement, contract, 
or condition whatloever, dirccllie or indire&lie, any of the faid decried mo- 
nies, or any other monies, or bullion whatfoever, contrarie to the forme 
and true meaning either of the faid former or this prefent proclamation} 
and that if any perfon or perfons whatfoever, after the publifhing hereof, 
do, or fhall trafficque, or trade, with anie of the faid decried monies or 
bullion, or doe, or fhall make anie paiments of wages, fees, ftipends, or 
debts, or fhall ufe in bargaining, or anie other matter of trade, commer- 
.cing, buying, felling, or dealing between partie and partie for anie matter 
of agreement, contract, or condition whatfoever, directlie or indire&lie, anie 
of the faid decried monies or bullion whatfoever, contrarie to the forme and 
true meaning either of the faid former, or this prefent proclamation, fhall, 
for his or theire contempt, be punifhed by imprifbnment, and by fuch fyne, 
as his contempt fhall deferve in the judgement of the lord deputie or other 
governour generall of this realme and councell of the fame, for the time 
being, and in the abfence of the faid lord deputie, or other governour, by 
the councell authorized in fuch abfence, and by fuch other perfon and per- 
fons as by this proclamation are hereafter limitted and authorifed j provided 
neverthclefs, that all goldfmiths free of anie citic or corporate towne within 
this realme may, by way of trafficque, receive or exchange plate for plate, 
or anie other wrought gold or filver, and utter the fame for monte of this 
new ftanderd. And that it fhall be lawfull to all her hignes magiftrates or 
others her majefties chief officers, as maiors, fheriffes, chief officers of corporate 
townes, and Jufticcs of the peace, that fhall be informed of the paiment 
or receipt of any fuch monies or bullion decried, to feize upon the fame to 
her majefties ufe, and fhall bring the fame into her majefties exchange, 
within thirty daies next after fuch feizing upon paine of imprifbnment, 
and fuch fyne to be impofed upon him as fhall be thought fitt by the lord 
deputie, or by the councell authorized in his lordfhip's abfence, and that 
everie perfon giving information of the paiment or receipt of anie fuch mo- 
nies 

.• Sec Moryfoo** hift. of Ireland, vol, ii. p. 145. 
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pies decried or bullion (hall have the one half of fo much as ihall be feifed 
and adjudged for his paines, or the moitie of fuch fyne or fyncs as fhall be 
aflcfled upon the faid information, when the feizure cannot be made ; and to 
be otherwife recompenfed or preferred as it lhall fecm meet unto us, or to 
fuch pcrfon or perfons before whome fuch information mall be made accord- 
ing to this proclamation, and according to the defert of the informer. And 
whereas in her majefties firft proclamation it was limited, that for everie twen- 
tie {hillings of the old decried fterling monies brought into her highncfie 
exchange here, there fhould be allowed but one and twentic of the new 
currant monie, her highnefie pleafure is, that from henceforth her majeftte is 
pleafed to allow for everie twentie millings of the faid old ftanderd fterling 
monie, the fumme of two and twentie (hillings of thefe new monies, and lo 
rateablie and proportionable according to the fumme brought into the faid 
exchange, and in like rate for all gold and filver or plate of the (men's of 
the fterlinge monie decried, which (hall be brought in according to the firft 
proclamation or this. And whereas in her majefties firft proclamation, there 
was no exprefle mention made of the gold monies or bullion of gold, nor 
of proffit for bringing in of them into her majefties exchange, although inclu- 
five it was contained, becaufe hereby all monies are decried in general tcarms 
(except thofe of the new ftanderd) and offer made to receive all monies, 
plate, or bullion, of the fineries of the fterling or better, (which ftanderd 
fterling doth comprehend gold monie as well as filver) yet for better ex- 
planation of her majefties meaning and true feence of the former proclama- 
tion, we doe, by vcrtue of the faid letters, publiih that her majefties plea- 
fure is, that all monies, either forraine or of her highnes owne ooine, plate 
or bullion of gold, being of the finenefle aforefaid, which anie perfon (hall 
bring to her majefties exchang, that the maifter of her majefties exchange 
here, and his deputie or deputies, (hall allow upon the worth of everie 
twentie (hillings thereof not onlie twentic (hillings of the new ftanderd mo- 
nie, but alfo the overplus of two (hillings for the fame in the faid new mo- 
nie, and fo ratablte and proportionably according to the fumme So brought 
in. And that further her majefties pleafure is, for fuch old bale monie a* 
(hall be brought into her majefties faid exchange, there (hall be allowed after 
the rate of twelve pence upon the pound. And for that her majeftie is in- 
formed that diverfe perfons of this realme (efpeciaily merchants) ufing not 
plaine and fineere meaning in the conft ruction of die firft proclamation do 
take hold of fo much thereof as (erveth for the exchange of the monies of 
the new ftanderd for fterling to be delivered in England, but do not, accord- 
ing to the true fcope and intent thereof, bring in anie fterling monies for 
monies of the new ftanderd to be here ufed, therefore her majefties plea- 
fure is, that after the day of pUblifhing of this proclamation, what perfon 
foever ufing the trade of merchandize, and all others, faving fuch as be 
or (hall be in her majefties pay or entertainment within this kingdome, (hall 
bring in anie monies of the new ftanderd of this realme into her majefties 
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exchange here, to receive for the fame monies fterling in England, (hall 
withall deliver twentie two millings in fterling monies into the exchange, 
as much as one full fifth part, at the leaft, of the fumme by him delivered 
of the new monies to be exchanged doth amount unto, viz. in everie hun- 
dred pounds, twentie pounds fterling filver, gold, or plate of the fineries 
aforefaid to that value, and fb rateablie for anie greater or lefle fumme, for 
which he mail have his bill, directed into England, to receive there fterling 
for the fame, for which fterling decried monies or bullion fo brought into 
the exchange he (hall have two ihillings in the pound without deduction, 
and for the reft he mail pay twelve pence in the pound, according to the 
proclamation. And for fuch as are or (hall be in her majefties pay or inter- 
tainment, they may have an exchange without putting in anie monie of the 
old fterling or bullion of fo much as there yearlie entertainment doth amount 
unto, fo as they doe not excede that proportion, firft takeing a corporall 
oath before the maifter of the exchange, or his deputie or deputies, that the 
monie is his owne proper goods, without fraud or collufion, and for anie 
other monies which mail not be of his entertainment, he to performe the 
tenor of this proclamation as the merchants and others ought to doe. And 
if he or they /hail not accordinglie bring after that proportion of fterling 
monies, with the monies of the new ftanderd, when he or they fhall come 
to the exchange, the maifter of her majefties exchange nor his deputies mall 
not be bound to give him bills of exchange according to her majefties firft 
proclamation. And for the preventing of another fraud ufed by fome merchants 
referring to the exchange aforefaid, who lend theire names for other men's 
monies, or take up monie upon credit, onelie to make profit by exchange 
therof, without trading in anie merchandize, but doe indeed make the faid 
exchange (inftituted by her majeftie for the good of her fubjects taking her 
highnefle pay here, and of the honeft and true merchants dealing in trade of 
merchandise) a trade of private gaine ; her majefties pleafure therefore is, 
and fo we do publim, by this proclamation, that all and everie merchant 
(and none other) reforting to her majefties exchange, with monies of the 
hew ftanderd, to be exchanged for fterling, to be delivered in England, fhall 
bring a cerofficate from the officers of her majefties cuftomehoufe where his 
goods were entred, what goods he entered there, and at what tyme, to the 
end therby the maifter of the exchange and his deputies may difcerne that he 
feketh nothing but the returne of his owne monie, and is not a cofourer 
of other mens monies. Alfo we do declare, by this proclamation, that 
her majefties pleafure further is, that all and everie pailenger and paflengers 
coming from England do prefentlie repaire fo the exchange, and deliver to 
the officers here, fuch fterling monies as they brought with them *, for mo- 
nies currant within this kingdome. And if it be fufpected that anie paf- 
fcngers or others do not deale trulie in the dcliveric of anie of the faid 

• To bt exchanged: I fippofe a minting. 
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fterling monie, that then her majefties officers of the faid exchange 
with the officers of her majefties cuftome in the faid ports, may fearch 
them to fee what fterling monies they have, unlefle they and everie of them 
will take a voluntarie oath to open the truth, at the choife of anie fuch 
merchant or merchants, or of anie other fort. And whereas it is likely, 
that divers offences will be committed contrarie to the effect of this and the 
former proclamation, or anie one of them, by perfons offending therin, with> 
in remote places and provinces, which offences and offenders cannot fo con- 
venientlie be called up hither, before us the lord deputie and councell, here 
to be inquired of, fenfured and punifhed, as in thofe remote places, for rc- 
medie whereof, and for the more expedition of jufticc in that behalf, wc 
do further publifh, command, and authorize hereby, in her majefties name, 
that all and every offence and offences committed and done contrarie to the 
true meaning and effect of this and the other proclamation, within the fe- 
ver all provinces of Mounfter, Connought, and Ulfter, fhall be informed, ex- 
amined, fertfured, and punifhed in manner and forme following, viz. fuch 
offences aforefaid as are or fhall be committed within the province of Moun- 
fter before, and by the prefident and councell of Mounfter for the tyme being ; 
And the like offences committed, or to be committed, within the pro- 
vince of Connought, before and* by the cheife commiflioner and councell of 
Connought for the tyme being ; and the like offence committed, or to be com- 
mitted, within the remote parts of the province of Ulfter, before and by 
the feverall governours of Carrickfergus, Loughf oyle, and Ballifhennon, for the 
tyme being, within theire limits and jurifdictions : and that the faid prefident 
and other perfon and perfons, authorifed hereby to receive fuch information, 
fhall from time to time, as convenientlie as they may, make their feverall 
certifficates to us the lord deputie and councell here for the time being, or to 
the faid councell authorized in the abfence of the lord deputie as aforefaid, 
what their proceedings {hall be in that : behalfe, Provided alwaies, that if 
any perfon or perfons fhall feize any mcmie, bullion, or plate, by vertue of 
this proclamation, for anie offence committed contrary to the forme of the 
fame, ihall after fuch feizure or cauie of information given, preferre an in- 
formation before the lord deputie, or other governour and councell of this 
realme for the time being, or before the privie councell in the abfence as 
aforefaid, or before fuch other perfon or perfons, as by this proclamation is 
ieverally limitted and authorized to receive fuch information in her majefties 
name, within thirty daies after fuch feizure and offence committed, or other- 
wife fhall have no benefit of any penalty laid downe for any offence com- 
mitted contrarie to the forme of this proclamation. Laftly, her majefties 
pleafure is, and fo wc do publifh by this proclamation, that where divers 
covetous perfons, as well merchants, retailers, victuallers, and fuch like, do, 
by colour of this new ftanderd mony, inhance the prices both of victuals 
and other neceffaries, that therefore her highneffe pleafure and commande- 
ment is, and fo we do hereby delare in her majefties name, that all maiors 

and 
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and chcif officers of corporations, and clerks of the markets, and all other 
juftices of peace and other officers, to whome it fhall appertaine, do diligent- 
lie and carefully looke to theirc offices and charge in this behalfe as they wiU 
anfwer at their perills, her majeftie takeing it in verie evil part, that this 
her highnefle purpofe being intended for the generall good of the kingdome 
Ihould be thus perverted by fomc private perfons for theire private game. 
Given at her majefties caftle of Dublin, the ninth of June, 1602. 

By the Queene. 

A. D. No. XXII. Upon the late alteration oF the ftanderd of our monies in this 
1602. realme, whereunto we were led as well by examples of our progenitors, who 
b° ut1u C ' cvcr mac ^ c a difference bctwene the monies ot this realme and our realme 
^ ot of England, as aJfo by a necefiary providence of keeping the fterling monies 
both, from the hands of our rebels here, and alfo from tranfportatiori into for- 
raine countries, which <rhcifiy by the faid rebels and their fautors was done, 
we did ere& an exchange for the ufe of all forts of our fubje&s and others, 
ufing enteccoufe bctwen thcife tworealmes, for converting of monies of the 
new ftanderd of this realme into Englifh monies in England, and of Eng- 
lifh monies into monies of this realme reciprocally, hoping that the honed 



the two realms, would have caufed in the laid exchange an indifferent and 
■mutuall commoditie both to the merchant for his trade, and to us in our 
payments, and both theire and our intentions have concurred in preferving the 
iterline moni. ss from the rebels and from tranfportation into forraine coun- 
tries, but in this little time of experience which we have made thereof, be- 
ing not yet two years paft, we have found our expectation greatlie deceived, 
and the foope given in the firft inftitution of the exchange exceedinglie abuied 
by the Heights and cunings of merchants, which though we did immediately 
upon the beginning of the exchange difcover to be breeding, yet did we not 
thinke that the fame would ever have growne to fuch an height as fince we 
have perceived, wherefore we did, by fome reftridlions and limitations, feck 
to containe rhofe frauds whiun reafonable boundes, but it falleth out that 
the remedies propofed have bene fo farr from eafing the grief, as whatfoever 
hath been by us pre {bribed for redrefle hath but lerved for a ground and pre- 
text of new inventions of deceit, for that bv the cuning of fome merchants 
the fcope given by our proclamations to the laid exchange is fo abufed, as that 
lome merchant, who hath brought commoditie into this kingdome out of our 
Teal me >of England, hath not been content to fell the fame for reafonable 
-gaine, but haveing railed the price of the fame commodity to fo much in die 
new monies as doe in there true value of filver almoft countervaile the fter- 
Jing he paid for it there, viz. that which coft him tenn (hillings fterling to 
•thirtye fhillings fterling, and after that rate, that which cod him an hundred 
-pounds to three hundred, he hath returned to our exchange the fame three 
hundred pounds which being anfwered him there in fterling, yieldeth him pro- 
Tfit -of three for one at leaft, which is fo great a gaine as noc adventure of 
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anie merchants unto the furthermoft parts of traffique doth yeld, and to us 
fuch a burthen, as if the fame lhould be permitted were nothing elfe in effect 
but to make our exchequer a mart for the cunning of merchants to worke 
upon) befides, many of them have of purpofe to make proffit by the faid 
exchange, bought vp old bills of debts from divers perfons, to whom paimcnt 
hath upon juft confideration been deferred, and compounding for the lame for 
lmall lummes of monie of the new ftandard, returned the whole upon us by 
exchang, whereby they have made an exceeding proffit contrary to the true 
meaning of our proclamation, intended for the ufe and benefit of fuch as 
ufed an honeft and direct courfe of merchandife, by which fraud theire is 
ever a great quantitie of monies of the new Hand returned upon us for fter- 
ling monies in this realme, but neythcr is their anie proportionable quanti- 
ties of fterling monies heere, and confequentlie there doth' grow upon us an 
intollerable burden in continual payments of fterling monies, and yet the two> . 
mifchiefs which were the chiefe caufe of alteration of die ftanderd are not re- 
medied, that is the preferring of the fterling monies from the rebels, and from 
tranfportation into forraine countries, for little of it being brought in by the 
merchants of this counrrie, and the fame being not currant to be ufed heare 
amongft our good fubjects we find it is partly tranfported and partly fal- 
leth into the hands of the rebels, wherewith they have been the better enna- 
bled to continue in their wicked courfes. Wherefore for redreffe of fo great 
abufe daily practifed by merchants, we doe hereby publiflv that our mening 
is, that from the day of the publifhing hereof the places of exchanging of. 
monies (hall be onely at Dublin for this our realme of Ireland, and at Lon- 
don for our realme of England, for all fuch as ufe the trade of merchandize, , 
but for all others that are in our pay and haveing wages of us* as being of 
our armie or otherwife, there mall be a bancke maintained at Corke as hereto- 
fore to receive theire bills, but the bills received their fhall be payable onely 
at London. And for the ufe of paflingers and fouldiours departing out of 
this our realme into England, there fhall be likewife exchanges at Briftoll 
and Chefter, fo as no fuch fouldiour or pafftnger do bring thither any bill 
containing above the fumme of foure pounds : but for the merchants Acre 
fhall not be at the faid places of Chefter and Briftoll anie payments of bills 
returned, but onely at our citie of London in fuch manner as is hereafter 
expreffed. And further our pleafure and meaning is, that the faid exchange 
fhall extend onely to fuch as now arc, or hereafter, from time to time, fhall 
be in our pay here, ferving us in the field, or in wards or garrifbns, and to • 
all officers of government of juftice of our revenues, or of our exchange, and 
to fuch others as are contained in our eftablifhment, to all and everie orwhomc 
we are pleafed to allow the benefit of exchanging monies of the new ftan- 
derd of this realme into monies currant of England (wanting onely twelve 
pence fterling in the pound) viz. yearly to each oi them rateabely in his degree 
for fo much as he doth fave above his expence of that which he doth receive 
yearly of us, or ought to receive clearly, for his pay, all deductions and de- 
falcation* 
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falcations being Foreprifed : and alfo for fuch further fumme or fummes, as . 
our deputie or other governour or governours of this our realme, and coun- 
cell here, for the time being, or four of them at the leaft, (hall thinkc meet 
to allow to them, or any of them, upon his or their demands, fo as the 
ftlmmc or fummes, fo to be allowed, do not exceed die fumme or fummes> 
of his or theire yearly fees, pay, or intertainment, and the warrant of fuch 
our faid deputie, governour or governours, and councell, fhall be fufficient 
warrant to the maifter of the exchange and his deputies, to make and give 
forth bills of exchange for fuch fumme and fummes as fhall be contained 
and fctt downe in the faid warrant or warrants, according to the purpofe 
and true meaning of the fame, fo alwaies that the monies fo to be delivered 
in exchange be his or their owne proper money, and not borrowed, and 
that there be noe fraud ufed by any of them in abufing this our liberalitie and 
favour contrary to our true meaning i for prevention whereof, and for the 
better difcoverie of all frauds, our pleafure is, that the mafter of our ex- 
chang, and his deputie or deputies, for the time being, fhall, and may have 
power and authority, by vcrtue hereof, as well by examination of the panic 
or parties, upon his or theire booke oaths, as by all other good means and 
circumftances feeming mod meet to him or them, for the better finding out 
of any abufe tending to the defrauding of our true intention and meaning. 
And for others ufinge trade of merchandize although they deferve noe fauour 
in regard of the fraude wherewith many of them have abufed our gracious 
meaning, in the inftitution of our exchange intended, and in regard of the 
exceflive raifing of the prifes of all wares, wherby both our fubjedh are ex- 
treamly burthened here, and we intollerablie charged in the exchang in Eng- 
land, yet in regard of the povertie of this our realme wherby we conceive 
that their wanteth fufficient commodities of the growth and manufacture of 
this kingdome wherewith to maintaine trafficque, we are pleafed to maintaine 
for their ufe an exchange in this manner. That everie fuch perfon, not be- 
ing of thofe that belong to our eftablifhment, but a merchant, who fhall de- 
liver to the mafter of the exchange or his deputies, in this realme, one hun- 
dred pounds, wherof fortie pounds ihall be of the ftandcrd of fterling in mo- 
nie or plate of fdver, or of gold, and three fcore pounds in mixt monies of 
the new ftandcrd of this realme fhall receive of the faid mafter of the ex- 
change, or his deputies, a bill directed to the bancke of exchange in England, 
where the fame is payable, whereby he fhall receive for ech hundreth pounds, 
delivered here in that manner, one hundred pounds in monies currant of Eng- 
land, wanting onely twenty pence in the pound, as heretofore as been ordai- 
ned for ech pound of the mixt monies delivered, and for the fterling no de- 
falcation to be made, and after that rate for more or lefle in quantitie. And 
to the end that the frauds ufed by fome merchants may be the better pre- 
vented, and the mafter of the exchange, or his deputies, underftand that he 
dealeth truly in bringing his monies to the exchange ; our pleafure is, that 
every fuch merchant, retorting to the exchange, fhall bring a certifficat from 
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the officers of our cuftomehoufe where his goods were entred, what goods he 
hath entred there, and at what tyme, to the end that it may thereby be 
difcerncd, that he feeketh nothing but the returne of his owne monie, and is 
not a colourer of other mens, and that it may be lawfull to the mafter of 
our exchange, or in his abfence to his deputies to put every fuch merchants or 
their factors, reforting to the exchange for bills of exchange, to their corporall 
oath, that fuch old decried monies brought by them to paffe there new mo- 
nies withall, came not, nor was brought out of England by the means, pro- 
curement, or knowledg, of any fuch merchant or merchants, or their factors, 
directly or indirectly, after the publifhing of this proclamation. And for that 
diverfe noblemen and gentlemen of this realm have caufe many times to re- 
paire into England, either for fuits, or other necefiaric caufes, and lbme have 
children there, eyther at the univerfities, or at the innes of court, or chancery, 
or in our fervice at court, who mall have caufe for thole purpofes, to ufe 
fterling monies, and to have the monies of this realme converted into mo- 
nies currant of England : We are pleafed, that all fuch (hall have the benefit 
of the exchange in fuch manner as for thofe of our armies is above limited, 
for fuch yearly fummes of money, as our deputie or other our governour or 
governors of this our realme, and councell for the tyme being mail think 
good to allow to any of them upon their demands. And the warrant of our 
laid deputie or other governor or governors of this our realme for the time 
being, and councell, or four of them at the lead, ihall be a fufficient warrant to 
the maifter of our exchange or his deputies, for the giving forth of bills of ex- 
change proportionable, according to the faid warrants to the faid noblemen 
and gentlemen requiring the fame. And whereas feverall covetous and con- 
temtuous perfons, notwithftanding our feverall former proclamations hereto- 
fore published forbidding the ufe of all manner of monies other then that of 
the new ftanderd newly erected by us, and authorized by our faid proclama- 
tions, have in contempt therof and of our prerogative royall, traded with mo- 
nies forbidden and decried by the faid proclamations, againft which inconve- 
nience fuch courfe is to be taken as the punifhment of fudi offenders may 
be an occafion to caufe others to be fearfull to fall into the fame danger, for 
a caution whereof as heretofore we have eftfoone willed and commanded, fo 
by this prelent proclamation we do will and command, that no perfon or 
perfons whatfoever henceforth lhall trafficque or trade with any or the laid 
decried monies or bullion, or make or take any payments, or wages, fees, 
ftipends, or debts, or (hall take or ufe in bargaining, or in any manner of 
trade, commercing or dealing, betwixt party and party, for any matter of 
agreement, contract or condition whatfoever, directly or indirectly, any of 
the faid monies decried by the faid former proclamations, or any other monie 
or bullion whatfoever, contrary to the forme and true meaning of either of 
the faid former or this prefent proclamation, and that if any perfon or per- 
fons whatfoever lhall offend herein, directly or indirectly, that fuch perfon or 
perfons fo offending lhall for his or their contempt be punilbcd by imprifon- 
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mcnt, and by fuch fine as his contempt fhall deferve in the judgement of 
the lord deputie or other governor or governors generall of this realme and 
councell of the fame for the tyme being, and in the abfence of the faid lord 
deputy or other governor or governors, by the councell authorized in fuch 
abfence, and by fuch other perfon and perfons, as by this proclamation here- 
after (hall be limitted and appointed. Provided ncverthelefle, that all gold- 
imiths, free of any citty or corporatte towne within this realme may, by 
way of traffiquc, receive or exchange plate for plate, or any other wrought 
gold or filver, and utter the fame for money of this new ftanderd j and 
that it (hall be lawfull for all magiftrates and others our chief officers, as 
maiors, fheriffes, chiefe officers of corporate towns, and juftices of our peace, 
as fhall be informed of the paiment or receipt of any fuch monies or bullion 
decried to feize upon the fame to our ufc, and fhall bring the fame into our 
exchange, within thirtye dayes next after fuch feizing, upon paine of impri- 
fonment, and fuch fine to be impofed upon him as fhall be thought fit by 
the lord deputie and councell, or by the councell authorized in his abfence s 
and that everie perfon, giving information of the paiment or receipt of any 
fuch monies decried or bullion, fhall have the one half of fo much as fhall be 
afTefTed upon the faid information, when the feizure cannot be made, and to 
be otherwife rccompenced or preferred as fhall fcem meet to our faid deputie, 
or to fuch other perfon or perfons before whome fuch enformation fhall be 
fcized and adjudged for his paines, or the moitie of fuch fine or fines as fhall be 
made according to this proclamation and according to the defert of the en* 
former. And further our pleafure is, for everie twentie millings of the old 
decried fterling monic brought or hereafter to be brought into our exchange 
here, by any perfon or perfons whatfoever, according to this or any former 

firoclamations, that there fhall be allowed for every twenty millings of the 
aid old ftanderd fterling, filver monie, fo brought and to be brought in, the 
fumme of twentie and two fhillings of theifc new monies, and fo ratablie and 
proportionablie, according to the fumme fo brought into the exchange, and 
in like rate for all gold and filver, or plate of the finenes of the fterling mo- 
nies decried, which fhall be brought in according to this or any of the laid 
former proclamations. And further our pleafure is, that from henceforward 
for all monies either forraine or of our owne coyne, plate or bullion of gold, 
being of the finenes of Englifh fterling, which any perfon or perfons hereafter 
fhall bring to our exchange here, that the maifter of our exchange here, and 
his deputie or deputies, fhall allowe, upon the worth of everie twentie fhil- 
lings therof, not onely twentie fhillings of the new ftanderd monie, but alfb 
an overplus of * fhillings and fix pence for the fame in the faid new ftarjdcrd, 
and fo ratably and proportionably according to the fumme fo brought in. And 
alfo our pleafure is, for all fuch old bale monie as fhall be brought into our 
exchange here, there fhall be allowed after the rate of ten upon the hundred 
to be paid in the faid new monies. And wheras many greedie and covetous 
perfons will adventure and be bold to counterfeit and forge monies like unto 
the monies of this new ftanderd, or fhall bring into this realm any fuch coun- 
terfeit 

* I believe there is fane word wanting in the Original. 
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terfcit monies to the intent the fame mould be uttered here, and the fame fo 
counterfeited, or brought in, they or any knowing the fame to be counter- 
feited, fliall utter and put abroad in deceit of our people, and in incroching 
upon our prerogative royall, we therfore defirous fo heinous malefactors mould 
receive fuch punifhment as the greatnes of fuch offence doth require, do here- 
by will and command all maiors, fheriffes, juftices of the peace, and all 
other our officers, and loving fubjects to enquire, feeke, and finde out all man- 
ner perfon or perfons offending in manner as is aforefaid, to their uttermoft 
powere, and fuch offender or offenders to areft and apprehend, and them to 
commit to the next gaill, their to receive fuch punifhment as by the laws and 
ftatutes of this realme are ordeyned. Alfo we further declare our pleafure to 
be, and fo doe command, that all and paflinger or paflingers, coming 
out of our realme of England into this land, do prefently repairr to the ex- 
change, and deliver to the officers thereof fuch fterling monie as they brought 
with them to be exchanged for monies currant within this kingdom, and if 
it be fufpected that any paflingers or others do not deale truly in the deliverie 
of any of the faid fterling monies, that then our officers of the faid exchange, 
and our officers of our cuftome in the faid ports may fearch fuch paflinger 
and paflingers to fee what fterling monie they have. And alfo, that the ma- 
iler of the exchange, or in his abfence, his deputieor deputies, may put all and 
cverie fuch paflinger and paflingers to their corporall oath to open the truth, 
what monies of the old decried fterling monies they have brought with them 
directly or indirectly. And where it is likely that divers offences will be com- 
mitted contrary to the effect of this proclamation by perfons offending therm 
within remote places and provinces, which offences and offenders cannot fo 
conveniendie be called up hither, before our deputie and councell heere, to be 
enquired of, fenfured, and punifhed, as in thofe remote places, for remedy 
wherof, and for more expedition of juftice in that behalfe, we do further pub* 
lifh, command, and authorize hereby, that all and every offence and offences 
committed and done contrary to the true meaning and effect of this procla- 
mation, within the feverall provinces of Mounfter, Connoght and Ulfter, fhall 
be enformed, examined, fenfured and punifhed in manner and forme follow- 
ing, viz. Such offences aforefaid as are or fhall be committed within the pro- 
vince of Mounfter, before and by the lord prefident and councell of Moun- 
fter for the time being -, and like offences committed or to be committed within 
the province of Connoght, before and by the cheif commiflioners and coun- 
cell of Connoght for the tyme being ; and the like offences committed or 
to be committed within the remote parts of the province of Ulfter, before 
and by the feverall governors of Carrickfergus, Loghfoyle and Ballefhenen, 
for the tyme being, within there limits and jurifdietions j and that the faid 
prefident, and other perfon or perfons, authorifed hereby to receive fuch in- 
formation fhall, from tyme to tyme, as conveniently as they may, make their 
feverall certificate to our deputie or councell here, for the tyme being, or 
to the faid councell, authorized in the abfence of the lord deputie aforefaid. 

Q i And 
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And now having explained fome part of the abufes offered to us in the ex- 
change, and declared our pleafures for the reformation of them, we doe noi 
doubt but that as upon the former reftrietions by us propofed to the fame 
end, fo now many ill-minded perfons will not (tick to flander our doings, as 
though there were not in us an honourable meaning, to performe what here 
we, have propofed, whereof, although our procedings mall, by their juft and 
true effect, manifeft the contrary, yet becaufe evill tongues accuftomed to ca- 
lumniate the actions of princes are fometimes the inftruments of alteration of 
peoples minds from their dutyfull opinions of their foverains, where there is 
to us nothing fo deare as the confervation of the love of our fubjects, we doe 
(for preventing of any fuch malicious purpofes) require all majeftrar* ami officers, 
who nave any charge in the government of this our kingdome to have an care 
to fuch evil rumours and to the fpreaders of them, and fuch as they fhall 
find to be authors or inftruments of divulging any Qanderous fpeeches touch- 
ing this matter of the exchange, to make them an example for other, to be 
admonished by, and to affure all men, that this inftitution of bafe monies in 
this kingdome hath had his cheifeft ground, upon hope we had thereby to 
weaken the rebels of this kingdome, whoe by the tfe of fterling monies had, 
and have means to provide thcmfelves from forraine parts of all things necef- 
fary to maintaine their evill courfes, and that the fame being this way paitly, 
and partly by the powere of our armie, once fupprcfled, we ihall have juft 
caufe to reftore the monies of this realm to fuch eftate as our progenitors 
have accuftomed to ufe here. Given at our caftle of Dublin the xxjiii of 
Janvarie 1602. 

No. XXHL See Moryfon's hiftory of Ireland, Vol. II. p. 145. Edit. 
Dub. 1735. 

No. XXIV. Ibidem, page 221. 
%. d. By l ^e lord juftice and counccll. 

1 60 j. Mountjoy. 

» ] ac \*; No. XXV. Whereas in the life tyme of our late foveraigne lady of famous 
16 Uc i C * mcmor y queene Elizabeth, there was one proclamation made by her highnes, 
5* pan. dated at Dublin the 24th of Januarie laft, concerninge the eftablilhinge of a 
currant coyne in this realme of anew ftandard, as by the faid proclamation 
in print may more playnelie and particulerlie appeare, for as much as fithence 
the deccafe of our (aid foveraigne lady, and in the tyme of our moft gracious 
foveraigne lord the king that now is, fome ignorant and mifconceiving perfons 
(as we are informed) doe affirme, that by the deceafe of our faid foveraigne lady 
the force and effect of the faid proclamation is determined, fome others covetous 
and greedy perfons doe refufe to receive by way of payment, or commercinge, 
the laid monies of the new ftandard, and others, the worie affected perlbns of 
all, doe very lewdly and feditiouflie give out a lawfull libcrtie upon a fuppofed 
vacancy and interregnum, wheras in truth both by law and allcgeance all good 
fubjecls ought inftandy to obey all fuch former proclamations and lawes made 
and in force in the tyme of our faid foveraigne ladye, as well in the tyme 

of 
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of our faid foveraigne lord the king's majefty, that now is, as in the tyme 
before. For rcmedie wherof, and for prevention of many other inconveni- 
ences, and efpeciallie that our foveraigne lord the kinge, that now is, may 
have no caufe but to thinke that we his highnes officers and fubjects of this 
kingdome will, in all duty, love and loyaltie, holde and (hew our obedience 
and fervice to his majeftie, as we have, done to his noble progenitors and 
aunceftors (as by juft dutie and allegeance we ought) we therfore the lord 
juftice and councell, late eftablilhed heere, have publiftted this prefent pro- 
clamation, in his majclties name, hereby requiringe and commandinge that 
all manner of officers and fubjects of this real me, of what name, dignitie, 
honour, ftile or qualitie lbever they be, and everie of them, to be obe- 
dient, and well to performe the proclamation aforefaid of the new ftandard 
coyne in perticular, as alfo all other proclamations, lawes, ftatutes, injunc- 
tions, decrees and orders, in validitie, ufe and force, at the tyme of our late 
faid foveraigne lady her deceaie : and that they and everie of them ac- 
compli fh and performe the fame to all intents and purpofes hereafter towardes 
our foveraigne lord the kinge that nowe is, as by their dutie and allegiance 
they ought ; and until 1 his highnes (hall be pleafed to fignine his pleafure 
touchinge any alteration or revocation on that behalfe, and as they and everie 
of them will an f we re to the contrarie at their uttermoft pcrilk Given at 
his majefties caftle of Dublin the 18th of Aprill 1603. 

By the lord deputy and councclL A. D. 

George Cary. \f°^ 
No. XXVI. The kings moft excellent majefty upon fuch true advertife- * 
ment as he hath received, as well from the lord lieutenant of this kingdome as 
from the lord deputy and counfell of the fame, of the extreame dearth of 
all things in this realme, with many other inconveniences, occafioned onlie 
through the alteration of the ftanderd of the monyes in the fame, his ma- 
icfty, according to his naturall inclination, to advance the good of his fub-^ 
jects, and the care he hath taken ever finee he came to this crowne to fee 
the fame redrefled, hath had many conlultations with his hignes councell 
to that purpofe. Arid forafmuch as it hath appeared to be verie hard, with- 
out a filver coyne, to remove thofe great inconveniences which the baler coyne 
hath brought forth, his majefty, for the greater cafe and commoditic of his 
armie and good fubjects of this realme, hath thought meete not only to efta- 
blifh a new ftandard of nyne ounces fyne filver, beinge the antient ftandard 
of this kingdome, but alfo to reduce the bafe mixt monyes of three ounces 
fyne to their value in filver, and for the ufe of the poorer fort to allowe 
the monyes of meere copper, as pence and half-pence, to have flail their 
courfe amongft his majefties fubjects with fuch caution as hereafter (hall be 
exprefled. All which his majeftie, by his highnes letters, dated at Wocxl- 
ftocke the feaventene day of September laft, in the firfte yeare of his majefties 
reigne of England, France and Ireland, and of Scotland the thirtie-feaventh, 
hath authorized us to eftablilh. We therefore, in his majefties name, doe 

hereby 
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hereby prodayme and publifh his majcftics cxprefie will and plcafure to be, 
that from the eleventh day of this O&ober 1603, each peccc of the faid 
new ftandard of nync ounces fyne, bearing the name of a (hilling, (hall goe 
■currant and be taken of all perfons in this kingdome for twelve pence fter- 
linge, and all other peeces of that new ftandard of filver ratcablie, accordinge 
to their proportion to the faide tw/lvc pence. And for that there may be 
a due proportion betwixt the bafe mixt monyes now currant here, and the faid 
new ftandard of filver his majefties, will and commandement Ls, and fo we 
hereby, in his majefties name, prodayme and eftablifh, that from the day 
afordaid the faid mixt monyes be called down to a thirde parte, the piece of 
twelve pence to be currant for foure pence of this new ftandard, and all 
other peeces of the faid mixt coyne, after the fame rate, and fo to run cur- 
♦rant and be taken by all his majefties fubie&s in this kingdome notwithstand- 
ing thefe fyner monyes nowe eftabltfhed. And for fuch monyes as are of 
meere copper as pence and half-pence his majefties pleafure and commande- 
ment likewife is, and fo we doe, in his majefties name, prodayme and efta- 
blilh, that the faide peeces of coyne of pence and half-pence, being of meere 
copper, {hall (till have courfe and be currant, at the fame rate they are now, 
amongft his majefties people in this kingdome, for the more necetiary ufe of 
the poorer fort, with this caution and provifo notwithftanding, that no man 
is hereby bounde to take or receive of the faid copper pence or half -pence in 
any payment above fiftie fhillinges in the hundreth poundes, and after that 
rate in leffe or greater fommes, viz. the fortieth part of any payment. And 
for that all men have herebie a meanes Co utter the moneys of meere copper, 
beinge pence and half-pence, which are kept currant chiefely for the relief 
«nd fuftentation of the lives of the poore, who are not able otherwife to 
helpe^themfelves then by the charitable devotion of others : We doe there- 
fore chardgc and command all fuch as fdl -vi&uall, or other commodities, 
fitt for their relief, to receive of the faid poore the faid pence and half-pence, 
foe it excede not foure pence at a tyme. We doe further ftraightdie chardge 
and command all manner of people within this kingdome, to obferve all this 
his majefties will and commandement upon payne of fortie dayes imprifone- 
ment, without baile or enlargement, and fuch other fync and punilhment as 
for their demerits in breaking the fame, or any part therof, fhall by us the 
lord deputie and counfell be thought fitt -to be infli&ed, as upon thofe that 
impugne his majefties royall prerogative. And for as much as this his majef- 
ties prineelie care of the welfare or his fubjccles deferveth, on thdr partes, all 
<lutityll obedience and thankfullnes, which they can no way better expreffe 
then by rattnge thdr commodities at fuch reafonable prifes, as upon this alte- 
ration of the ftanderd, and reducinge the mixt monyes to thdr true value, is 
.now expected, which we doubt not will by well mynded fubjects be willinglte 
"ormed, . fcfr. 6ff. Given at his majcftics caftle of Dublin the eleventh 
of Odc-bcr* i6oj. 

By 
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By the lord deputie andcouncdl. A, D. 

George Cary, ,6o 4- 
No. XXVII. Whereas the king's moft excellent majeftie, by Former pro- Ji1' of M. 
damation, hath caufed the bale mixt monyes now currant here, to be called ibi ut f* 
downe to a third part, and the peece of twelve pence of that money to be p*». 
currant for foure pence of the new ftanderd of filver, and all other peeces of 
the faid mixt coyne after the fame rate, which is the verie true value of 
them. Nowc to the end that there may be fufficicnt monyes for the fub- 
jeets ufe in all contraele, commerces and payments, at fuch rates as no man 
can have cullour to refufe ; we therefore, in his majefties name, and accord- 
ing to his highnes letters dated ac Hampton-court the fifteenth day of Octo- 
ber, in the fecond yeare of his majefties reigne of England, France and Ire- 
land, and of Scotland the eight and thirtieth, doe hereby proclayme, publifh 
and eftablifli, that from this prefent two and twentieth day of Januarie the 
faid mixt monies be called downe to a fourth part, and that the peece for- 
merlie beinge twelve pence, and fithence being to made foure pence, is and 
fhall be currant for three pence of the faid new ftanderd of filver, and all 
other peeces of the faid mixt coyne after the fame rate, and foe to runne? 
currant and be taken by all his majefties fubjecles in this kingdome. And 
we doe further fignifie, that this his majefties favour is extended onlie to the 
intent to caufe ftore of monyes to be current within this kingdome, for the 
furtherance of commerce, trade and contracte, untill there may be greater 
plentie of the faid new ftanderd of filver ; and we doe moreover ftraightly 
chardge and command all manner of people within this kingdome, to obferve 
all this his majefties will and pleafure upon payne of fortie dayes imprifon- 
ment, without baile or enlargement, and fucne other fyne and punifhement as 
by us the lord deputie and counfell fhall be thought fit t to be inflicted upon 
fuch contemners of his majefties royal! prerogative. Given at his majefties 
caftle of Dublin this two and twentieth of Januarie, in the feconde yeare of 
his majefties reigne of England, France and Ireland, and of Scotland the 
eight and thirtieth. 

By the lord deputie and counfe^ A r>. 

Arthure Chichefter. b6o6. 
No. XXVIII. Whereas our late foveraigne ladie Elizabeth, in the tyme 4 Jtc. I. 
of the late rebellion, did eftablilh a ftandart of mixt monies, efpeciallie for ^ lls0 ^f* 
the payment of her highnes armies, which then ftood, and was of neceflitie pr ^" ^ 
to be maynteyned in this kingdome, her highnes notwithftandinge allowinge 
the exchange of the faid monies in England, to her exceedinge chardge and 
expence of treafure •, and whereas, after the death of the faid late queene, the 
rebellion beinge appeafed, and the greateft part of the armie beinge difchar- 
ged, the kings moft excellent majeftie, that nowe is, beinge given to under- , 
ftand, that the faid mixt monies did breed many greevances and inconveni- 
encees to the fubjedb of this realme, was thereuppon graciouflie pleafed by • 
proclamation, bearinge date the eleventh of October, in the yeare of our 

lord 
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Lord God 1 60?, not onclie to decrie the faid mixt monies to the true value 
thereof, but alio to eftablifh a new ftandard of nyne ounces fyne filver, be- 
ing the antient ftandard of this kingdome, everie peece whereof bearinge 
the name of a fhillinge mould goe currant, and be taken for twelve pence 
fterlinge, and all other peeces of the faid new filver ftandard mould padc 
and be taken rateable, accordinge to the quantitie and proportion of the lame, 
for as much as his majeftie by his feverall letters of the five and twentieth of 
June, and of the thirtieth of September laft paft, hath expreffely fignified 
unto us, that the faid worde fterlinge, did breed an error, beinge conftrued 
as if everie of the faid harpe (hillings mould be taken for fixteen pence of 
die money of this countrie, and foe mould carrie as high a valuation as the 
fterlinge fhillinge of England, whereas in truth his highnes meaning was, 
and is, that everie of the faid harpe (hillings (hall have and be arc the name 
and value onlye of twelve pence Iridic, accordinge to the old ftandard of 
this realme, which in true value is but nyne pence Englifhe, and not of the 
value of twelve pence fterlinge, accordinge to the ftandard of England, we 
doe therefore, in his majefties name, and by his highnes exprefle com man de- 
ment, prodayme and publifhe, that from henceforth the (aid word or name 
of fterlinge inall not be given, applied or conftrued, to the faid harpe (hil- 
ling, beinge of the ftandard of nyne ounces fine filver, but that the faid word 
or name of fterlinge, in that refpect, (hall be utterly abolifhed in this king- 
dome, and that everie filver harpe fhillinge of the faid ftandart of nyne ounces 
fine filver fhall be called twelve pence Irifh, or twelve pence currant money 
Of Ireland, and not for twelve pence fterlinge, or twelve pence currant money 
of England, and that all and every perfon or perfons whoc from henceforth 
are, or is, to paie or receavc twelve pence Irifh, or twelve pence lawfull mo- 
ney of Ireland, fhall pay or receave one harpe fhillinge of nyne ounces fine 
filver, and not fix pence half penny farthinge (as of late hath bene ufed) for 
and in fatisfadtion of the faid twelve pence Irifh, or twelve pence lawfull mo- 
ney of Ireland, and fhall paie or receave all other Comes of money, ac- 
cordinge to the fame rate, and all and every perfon or perfons whoe are, or 
is to paie or receavc twelve pence fterlinge, or twelve pence lawfull money of 
or in England, fhall pay or receave fixteene pence of the faid new harpe 
monies or nyne ounces fine filver, for every fuch twelve pence fterlinge, or 
twelve pence currant money of or in England. Provided alwaies, that aH 
payments to bee made to any perfon or perfons, beinge warrant oneUe by lifte ~ 
eftablifhment or concordatum alreadie made and paft, and not by letters pa- 
tents under the greate feale or fpeciall direction hereafter from his majeftie, 
Jhall be made accordinge to the rate or ftandart of the faid newe harpe mo- 
nies, of nyne ounces fine filver, beinge lawfull money of Ireland, and fhall 
not be made accordinge to the rate or ftandart of Englifh monies or lawful! 
money of England. And for that the word fterlinge hath bredd manye 
-doubts in contracts, receipts and payments in this kingdome, yt is therefore 
ihis majefties exprefle will and plcafure toavoide all ambiguities in that be- 

hatte, 
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Jialfc that from hcncefourth in all contracts, receipts, and payments, his 
majefties fubjects of this kingdome fhall ufe the word of currant or lawfull 
money of Ireland, whereby mall be undcrftood money of the laid ftandart of 
nine ounces fine filver proper to this kingdome. Given att his majefties 
caftlc of Dublin the eleaventh daye of November in the forth yeare of his 
majefties raigne of England, France and Ireland, and of Scodand the for- 
tieth, 1606. 

By the Lord Deputy and Councell. 
Arthur Chicheftcr. 

No. XXIX. Whereas our late foveraigne Iadie Qucene Elizabeth of famous A. D. 
memorie did uppon good and wife confiderations alter the coyne of this king- ! f 07 Y 
dome, and ere£t a ftandart of courfe monies during the late rebellion, and to the R 0 u^ffi^ 
end the faid courfe or mixt monies might the better pafle and bee currant, the ibi at fu- 
faid late Queen did by publique proclamation forbid the ufe of all other moneys pra. 
within this rcalme, and namelie and cfpeciallic of the monies of England, fo as 
the faid monies of England, or all Englilh monies being of the ftandard of Eng- 
land, and not of the ftandard of Ireland, have fithence the faid proclamation bene 
in the nature of bullion only within this kingdome •, and albeit it hath pleafed 
the kinges moftc excellent majeftie fithence his cominge to the crowne to 
amencUhe courfenes of the mixt coyne, and to fettle a ftandard of manic 
of nyne ounces fyne filver, proper, tor this rcalme, to be the lawful! and currant 
money of Ireland, notwithftandinge, becaufe the monies of the faid new filver 
ftandard cannot be coyncd in England, and fent over thither with fuch fpeed 
as his majefties fervice doth many tymes require, nor in fuch quantitie as is; 
fufficient and neccflarie for his majefties fubje&s to ufe in commerce and traf- 
ficque, in every part of this kingdome, his majeftie hath fignified ♦ to re- 
vive the ufe of the faid monies of England, within this realme, foe as it be 
with the prcfervation. of the difference betwene the monies of this kingdome 
and of that •, wee doe therefore in his majefties name, and by his majefties 
exprefle commandement, declare, proclaime, and publifh, that from hence- 
forth all fuch monies of England, or oulde Englilh monies, bcingc of the 
ftandard of England, and not of the ftandard of Ireland, as doth nowe re- 
mayne, or hereafter fhall be brought into- this realme, fhall pafle and be cur- 
rant within this kingdome, in this manner, and according to their rates follow • 
ing, viz. the pcece of twelve pence or fhillinge of England for fixteenc pence 
of the faid currant mOhey of Ireland, of nyne ounces tyne filver, and foe all 
other peeces to pafle and be currant after that rate and proportion, and that 
as his majeftie fhall from tyme to tyme iflue and fend of the monies of Eng- 
land into this realme for his highnes owne iervice and affaires, foe all his ma- 
jefties fubjedts, and all other perfons, having trade or commerce within this 
kingdome, may fafcly ufe, receave, and parte in payment, the faid Englifh 
monies, according to the rate aforefaid, any proclamation, commandemcnr, 
reftrainte, or prohibition heretofore made by the faid late Qucene Eliza- 

P beth, 
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bcth, of famous memorie, or the king's moft excellent majeftie that nowe is, 
or by any lord deputye, lord juftice and counfell of this kingdoms to the 
contrarie in any wile notwithftanding. Given .at his majefties caftle of Dub- 
lin the nynteenth day of May, in the fift yeare of his majefties raigne of Eng- 
land, France and Ireland, and of Scotland the fortieth. 

By the Kinge. 

A. D. No. XXX. Whereas we are dailie informed by the officers of our mint and 
i6u. otherwife, that as well divers of our naturall borne fubjedks, both goldfmiths, 
9 J". 1, merchants, and men of other trades, as alfo ftrangcrs inhabiting within this 
ibfuMTu- our realme °f Eng^nd* have prefumed, for their private lucre and gainc, 
p rA< and dailie doe prefume to weigh all forts of monies currant within this our 
realme of England, to the end to cull out the ould and new monies, which 
cither by not wearinge, or by anie other accident in the makinge therof, are 
more weighty then the reft, fome part of which monies foe culled out we 
have found (when that pleafed ourfclfe to enter into the examination therof) 
to be dailie openly fould to goldfmithes, and by them imploied for the makc- 
inge of plate and vcffell of all forts, within this our realme of England, and 
fome part to be tranfportcd into forraine parts for private mens perticuler 
gaine, wherby there is a greate fcarflty of good monic likelie to enfue, if 
prefent rcmedie bee not provided for the fame ; we therefore, in our princely 
care, intendinge with all convenient fpeede to redreffe foe greate and infuf- 
ferable a mifchief, doe by this proclamation make knowen unto all men, that 
our will and pleafure is, and we doe hereby ftraightlie diarge and command 
that noe goldfmith, or other perfon or perfons, of what eftate foever hee or 
they bee, (other then the mafter and officers of our mint for the fervice and 
imployment therof) prefume, or cnterprifc, to melt anie monies of gold and 
filvcr, being the proper coynes of any our realmes or dominions, or currant 
within the fame, or any of them, either to make place or veflell therof, or 
for anie other ufe whatfoever, or doe prefume to cull or chufe out from the 
reft anie weightie monies, to the intent to convey the fame out of the realme, 
or to melte, or otherwife to alter it from Coyne, upon paine of our heavie dif- 
pleafure, and of fuch paines and punifhments as uppon the contemners of our 
royall commandement, grounded uppon the publique good, may be inflidbed. 
Given att our mannor of Grtenewich the eigteenth day of May, in the ninth 
yeare of our raigne of Grcat-Britaine, France and Ireland. 

No. XXXI. Rymer's Fcedera, Tom. xviii. p. ioS. 

No. XXXII. Ibidem, p. 143. 

No. XXXIII. Ibidem, Tom. xix. p. 389. 

No. XXXIV. Ibidem, p. 760. 

No. XXXV. Rolls office, Dublin. 

No. XXXVI. Ibidem. 
A D. By the Lord Deputy and Council. 

Council Wentworth. 

office book No. XXXVII. Whereas divers complaints have been made unto us the lord 
A. 42. deputy 
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deputy from feveral parts of this kingdome, concerning die flop and refufallDr. P co!. 
of farthing tokens, proceeding as well from the abufe in counterfeiting the lcftion,T, V 
fame, as in caufing the fame to pafs in payment either for commodities, or for 1 *' 4 *' 
wages to workmen and labourers, in greater quantities then was intended, 
which abufes are become a great burthen and grievance to his majefties people 
in many parts of the realme, for the remedy and reformation whereof, and to 
the end that the faid farthing tokens may be ufed onley for exchange in fmall 
fummes, but not to be put upon any in great payments : Thefe are therefore 
in his majefties name to publifh and declare, that it is utterly unlawfull and 
exprefly contrary to his majefties letter patents and proclamations, that any 
fuch farthing tokens fhould be inforced upon any poore labourers or workmen,- 
or any other perfon or perfons in any payment, either of great or lcffer 
fummes, and it is further declared, that no perfon /hould pay above two* 
pence in farthings to any other perfon at any one time j and alfo it is by thefe 
prefents declared, that it is unlawfull for any man to buy or barter for any far- 
things, at, or for any letter rate then they are ufually vented by his ma- 
jefties patents, to whom the folc making thereof is. granted, and upon whom 
the rechange thereof lyeth : All perfons being hereby to take notice, thac 
whenfoever they ftiall bring unto Edward Lake, agent for the faid patentees* 
(who is refident in the city of Dublin) any fum of lawfull farthings, he, the 
faid Edward Lake, will pay unto them the like fumme in filver, according 
to the covenant with the patentees : And it is further declared, that if any 
perfon or perfons (hall forge or counterfeit any of the forefaid farthing tokens, 
or fhall bring or caufe to be brought into this kingdom any fuch farthing 
tokens, fo forged or counterfeited, or fhall vent or make payment of any fuch 
farthings fo counterfeited as aforefaid, knowing the fame to be counterfeited, 
that then every fuch perfon or perfons, fo offending, fhall receive fuch cen- 
fure, by loffe of ears, or other corporal punifhement, as by the court of caftle 
chamber heere in this kingdom fhall bee thought meete. And furrher it is 
declared, that it fhall be lawfull for, and we accordingly require and com- 
mand all and fingular maiors, juftices of the peace, fheriffes, conftables, heado 
bouroughs, comptrollers, cuftomers, fearchers, waiters, and other his majefties 
officers and minifters, to whom it fhall or may appertaine, to apprehend all 
and every perfon or perfons, whom they or any of them fhall probably fufpeft 
to be fuch counterfeiters, as alfo, to feize upon all fuch counterfeit farthings, 
and ingins, or inftruments for the making or forging the fame, and them lb 
feized to breake in peeccs and utterly deface: And laftly, all his majefties 
loving fubjedh are hereby required to apprehend and bring before fome of his 
majefties juftices of the peace all fuch perfons as they fhall know, or probably fu- 
fpect to have counterfeited, brought into this kingdom, or vented fuch farthing 
tokens as aforefaid, and all the faid juftices of the peace are hereby com- 
manded to commit to the next fhire-goal fuch offenders fo taken, there to 
rcmaine untill they put in fecurity to anfwere the faid offences, in the caftle 
chamber, which bonds fo to be taken from time to time, together with fuch 
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examinations, as the faid juftices of the peace mail have taken of or con- 
cerning fuch offenders, they arc from time to time, monethly, to return hi- 
ther to his majefties atturney-gencral!, together with the names of fuch of 
them, as fhall rcmainc in prilbn, for want of fecutity to appear in the cattle 
chamber. Given at his majefties cattle of Dublin, the fixtcenth of September, 
1634, in the tenth yeare of his reigne. 
Journal of No. XXXVIII. Page 223. 3d Deccmb. committee for a free conference. 
H.L.i634Sir Geo. Ratcliffe, and the reft of the committee of the houfe of commons 
Dublin, amending i n the room appointed, the lords being in the upper houfe, came 
forth and took their places •, then Sir George Ratcliffe, aflifted by Mr. Pa- 
trick Darcy, and others, makes a learned and eloquent difcourfe, letting forth 
how many mints there were antiently in this kingdom, how that in the time 
of Edward I. the king had three thoufand pound per annum profit by the mint, 
which is nine thoufand pound in value at this day, that the mint continued till 
about the time of the reigne of king Edward VI •, and that for many weighty 
reafons conducing to the honour and profit of the king and this kingdom, it 
was the defire of the comjnons, that their lordlhips would join with them in 
moving his majefty, that he will be gracioufly pleafcd to caufe a mint to be 
erected and fet up, and if their lordlhips approve thereof, that a touch be 
thought on, which would be wilhed to be the fame as in England •, and whe- 
ther it be fit and likely to be fet up at the king's charge, or at the charge 
of fuch as would undertake the fame •, and that if it be thought fit they may 
be humble fuitors, that his majefty may be pleafcd to declare himfclf. (p. 264. 
15 Deccmb.) a committee of the commons admitted in, and Sir Geoge Rad- 
cliffe, aflifted with divers others of the houfe of Commons, approach the bar 
and deliver a petition touching a mint and allay to be fet up. — The faid com- 
mittee depart. — The lord chancellor reports it to the lords, and moves that 
the fame may be prefented to die lord deputy as the joint ad of both houfes. 
—p. 268. The lord chancellor delivers the petition to the lord deputy, who 
perufes it.— -p. 269. The lord chancellor declares (from the lord deputy) to 
the lords and commons, that the petition had been delivered to the lord de- 
puty, and that his lordttiip had perufed it, that his lordlhip approved it, and 
would give it the beft furtherance he could. 

No. XXXIX. Earl Strafford's letters, vol. i. p. 366. Dublin 1 740. 

No. XL. Ibidem, page 386. 

No. XLI. Ibidem, vol. ii. p. 12. 

No. XLI I. Ibidem, p. 133. 

No. XLIII. Ibidem, p. 134. 

No. XLIV. Ibidem, p. 151. 
/. j>. By the Lord Deputy and Councell. 

1637. Wcntworth. 

C. O. XLV. Whereas the records and accompts of his majefties revenues, certaine 
-j^J • ^'and cafuall in this kingdom, and all the receipts and iffues of his majefties 
Dr P. col- money heere have heretofore ufually been reckoned in Iri/h money, or harpes, 

lc£tion,v.i. which 
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which is a fourth part leffe than fterling Englilh, whereby it hatji fome times 
hapncd, that his majefties proccflc to fherifTcs haveing iflued after that man- 
ner, the fheriffes in fome parts have been obferved to levyc fterling Englifh 
money of the fubjccts inftead of Irifti, thereby over-charging the fubjects a 
fourth part more then of right they ought to pay, and the ftieriffs not .vith- 
ftanding anfwcring in his majefties exchequer but Irifti money onely, accord- 
ing to the fummes contained in the greene wax bookes whereas, if the re- 
cords, accompts and procefie, were all in fterling, the fubject who either pays 
money to the flieriffe, or other his majefties minifters, or receives money out 
of his majefties exchequer, would thereby more eafily, and certainly know 
what he is either to pay or receive. And whereas it is obferved, that great 
uncertainty fometimes arifcth in the intereft of the fubje&s, touching refcrva- 
tions of rents or annuities, bills, bonds, contracts, and other agreements, 
made betweene party and party, for payment of moneys, which is interpre- 
ted to be Irifti, if the word fterling or Englifti be wanting : And whereas his 
majefty having taken notice of the faid inconveniences, hath beene graci«udy 
plcaicd to require us, by aft of councell and proclamation, to prevent the 
continuance thereof, and fo to provide, as that neither in his majefties re- 
ceipts, or iflltes, nor in the private interefts of his fubjeds, any fuch dirTeienccs, 
or national diftinctions doe any longer continue. We therefore, in obedience 
to his majefties commaunds, doe, by this proclamation publifh and declare,, 
and doe hereby ftriclly charge and command, that from and after the twentieth 
of March laft preceding the date hereof, all the accompts, receipts, payments 
and iflues of his majefties moneys, in this kingdome, doe paflc, and be ac- 
comptable in Englifti money, and not as hath been formerly uicd, in Irifti 
money, vizt accompting twelve pence fterling for fixtccn pence Irifh, and 
fo pro rata for greater and lefier fummes. And that all records to be made 
' by, from and after the faid time, of any of his majefties moneys or debts, , 
and all extracts of what kinde or nature foever, of any debts due to his 
majefty, and all furveyes, inquifitions, and other records whatfocver, fhall 
be from thenceforth returned and made up, reckoned and accompted in Eng- 
lifti money, according to the rate aforefaid, and not as hath been formerly : 
And that all procefles of what nature foever, ifluing after the faid time, for 
any debts due to his majefty, doe mention the fummes in Englifti money, 
according to the rate above mentioned ; and that all refervations of rents, 
bills, bonds, contracts, and all other agreements, after the firft day of May 
next, to be made and contracted betweene party and party, for moneyes, ftiall 
be underftood and interpreted to be Englifti, though the fame have not the 
word fterling or Englifti added to them, and that they be accordingly fo ad- 
judged by all his majefties judges, and others whom it may concerne, when, 
and as often as any controverfie of that kinde fhall arifc before them. Gi- 
ven at his majefties caftle of Dublin, the fixth day of April, in the thirteenth 
yeare of his majefties raigne, Anno Dom. 1637. 
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A D; By the Lords Juftices and Councell. 

c'^d'b Wiliam Parfons. Jo. Borlafe. 
A. 42. No. XLVI. Whereas we the lords juftices and councell, for the reafons cx- 
No, 71. preflcd in an aft, or order of this board, dated the fift day of this moneth, 
Dr P. col- declared, that we find it of abfolute neceffity for the reliefe of the officers of 
3cftl ° n,v -' army, that (in the cafe of extremity wherein wc now (land, and in the faid 
r ' 97 ' ad or order of this board is more fully exprefled) all manner pf perfons of 
what condition or qualitie foever, dwelling in the city or fuburbs of Dublin, as 
well within the liberties as without, within ten daies next after publication 
of the faid order, doe deliver or caufe to be delivered half or more of his, her 
or their plate to William Bladen, of Dublin, alderman, and John Pue, one 
of the flieriffes of the fame citty, taking their hand for receipt thereof, to the 
end ufe may be made thereof for the prefent reliefe of the faid officers. And 
this board by the faid order did give the word and aflli ranee of his majeftie 
and this ftatc, that as foone as the treafure mall arrive forth of England, due 
fatiafa&ion mall be made after the rate of five millings the ounce, tor fuch 
plate as is true tuch, and the true value of fuch as it not of fuch tuch to 
the owner thereof, together with confideration for forbearance for the fame, 
after the rate of eight pound per cent, per Annum \ or othcrwife, that the par- 
liament in England, according to their feverall manifefts in England in that 
behalf, mail and will fee the fame accordingly paid, and for as much as we con- 
ceive that there are divers of his majefties good fubje&s in the county of 
Dublin, who have the like good affections for his majeftie and his fervice, 
as the laid inhabitants of the city and fuburbs of Dublin have, and therefore 
we conceive they would be loath to be deprived or forclofed of the fame 
meanes, and on the fame fecurity, for expreffing thofc their good afFe&ions to 
his majeftie and his fervice upon this occafion % we therefore, as well to doe 
them the favour to give them opportunity to exprefs their readines and for- 
wardnes in this particular, as for the furtherance and advancement of his 
majefties fervice therein, have thought fit hereby to declare and order, that 
they the faid good fubje&s in the countie of Dublin, and every of them, that 
lhall bring in halfe or more of his, her and their plate, for the neceffarie fer- 
vice aforcfaid, (hall be received and admitted fo to doe, with the fame favour 
and refpect, and on the fame fecuritie that thofe dwelling in the cittic and 
fuburbs of Dublin are or mall be, and with this inlargement of time, and 
maner of doing it to both, that they may, within ten dayes next after the date 
hereof, deliver or caufe to be delivered to the faid William Bladen, and John 
Pue, halfe or more of his, her, and their plate as aforefaid, taking their hands 
for receipt thereof, that the faid William Bladen and John Pue doe meet 
every day (except the fabbath day) at the dwelling houfe of the faid William 
Bladen, fcituate in Caftle-ftreet, in Dublin, and there continue every forenoon 
from nine till eleven of the clock, and every afternoon from two till four of 
the clock, there to receive the faid plate, and to give acknowledgments of 
the receipts thereof, expreffing the parties name from whom it comes, and 
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the waight, tuch, and value thereof, and it being intended that due fatUfaction 
(hall be made for the faid plate to the owners thereof, after the rare of five 
(hillings the ounce, for fuch plate as is true tuch, and the true value of fuch 
as is not of fuch tuch, together with confiderarion for forbearance of the 
fame, after the rate of eight pounds per cent, per annum, we thinke fit that 
the faid William Bladen and John Puc doe call to their afliftance Gilbert 
Tongues and Peter Vandenhoven, who with the faid William Biadcn and John 
Pue are to view the faid plate, and the value thereof, at the deliverie there- 
of as aforefaid, and ro obferve and try the tuch of every parccll of plate, fo 
to be delivered as aforefaid, and by writing under their hands, and to be 
written under the acknowledgement to be given by the faid William Bladen 
and John Pue, for receipt thereof, to certiffie the tuch and value of every 
fuch parcell of plate. And we do hereby give the word and aflurance of his 
majeftie and this ftate, that as foone as trealure mall arrive forth of England, 
due fatisfa&ion lhall be made to the refpe&ivc owners of fuch plate, after the 
rate of five (hillings the ounce, for fuch plate as (hall be fo certified as aforefaid, 
to be true tuch, and the true value according as the fame (hall be certiffied as 
aforefaid -of fuch as is not of fuch tuch, together with confiderarion for forbea- 
rance for the fame as aforefaid ; or otherwife, that the parliament in England, 
according to their feverall manifells in England in that behalfe, fhall and will 
fee the fame accordingly paid. And we doubt not, that all perfons, who are 
able, will now expreffc fuch cheerfulnefle and forwardnefle herein, as may 
teftifie the true lenfe they have of the prefent occafion, and the defires they 
have to advance the publike fervice, for the good and fafety of this king- 
dome, and of their own perfons and ellates therein, which his majeftie and 
this ftate will take in good part at their hands, and will retaine a memory 
thereof for their advantage. And we require the maior and flieriftes of the 
city of Dublin forthwith to caufe this our order to be publifhed and proclaimed 
in, and throughout the faid cittie and fuburbs of Dublin, that all perfons con- 
cerned therein may take notice thereof. Given at his majefties caftle of Dub- 
lin the j 4 day of January, 1642. A: D; 

By the Lords Juftices and Councell. «643- 
Jo. Borlafe. Hen. Tichborne. C.O.B. 

No. XLVII. We the lords juftices and councell having received his ma- No. 4 /^. 
jefties moft gracious "letters of the 25 of May, 1643, unrfcr nis highnefs Dr. P. col- 
hand and fignature, the tenor whereof is as hereafter followeth, viz. leaion.vj. 

Charles R. P- lo S- 

Right trufty and right well-beloved councellors, we greet you well ; we 
taking into our princely confederation, that by reafon of this moft barbarous 
and bloudy rebellion in Ireland, our good fubjeAs there are reduced to that 
extreme penurie, that now (as their I aft helpe and refuge) they are inforced 
and defirous to have fuch little plate as they have left them, to be coined for 
their reliefc, into fome fmall peeces of monie that might pafie currant in ex- 
change both there and in our kingdome of England, and that the quantity 
of plate or bullion there fo to be melted down, and coined, is of fo fmall and 

inronfiderable 



■ 



Digitized by Google 



no APPENDIX. 

inconfiderable value, that it is not worth the charges of erecting a mint there, 
according to our former intentions, which would Kkewife take up more time 
then their prefent and preffing neceflityes will permit, we are therefore gra- 
cioufly plcafcd for the relecfe of our good fubjects there, to require and au- 
thorize ycu, to iffue forth one or more commuTion or commilfions, under 
the great fcale of tliat our realme, unto fuch perfon or perfons as you fhall 
thinke fit, thereby authorizing him or them to melt down fuch plate, coyne, 
bullion or filver, as mail be brought unto him or them, into fmall pceces, to 
the value of five (hillings, halfe-crowns, twelve-pences, fix-pences, or of any 
lefs value, which feveral fmall pecces they (hall make of the lame waight, 
value and allay, as our moneys now currant in England of thofe value re- 
fpcdtivcly arc, and Jhall ftamp the fame on the one fide, with theft letters, 
(fcilicet ) c. r . for Carolus Rex y with a crown over thofe letters, and on the 
other fide with the values of the faid feverall pecces reflectively, and the fame 
fo made and damped, to redeliver to the bringers of the plate, coyne, bul- 
lion or filver, fo melted downe ; and we further authorize you hereby to make 
all fuch pceces, as (lull be fo made, to be currant by proclamation there, we 
intending to make the fame currant in this our kingdome, and that you ap- 
point fuch allowances unto the faid "perfon or perfons, for their fo coyning of 
the laid pceces, as you fhall thinke convenient, and that you take of them 
good and fufficicnt fecurity for their true melting, making, and deliveric of 
the faid peeces in weight, value and allay, as good as our moneys of the 
like value now currant in England are, fo that no fraud or abufe be done to 
our people herein and for your fo doeing, thefe our letters fhalj be your iuf- 
ficient warrant. Given under our fignet, at our court of Oxford the twentie- 
fift day of May, 1645. By his majefties command.' 

Edward Nicholas. 

And whereas by his majefties commiflion under the great feale of this king- 
dom, bearing date the feaventh day of this month, in the nintccnth yeare of 
his majefties raigne, Sir John Veale, knight, Peter Vandenhoven and Gilbert 
Tongues, goldfmiths, are authorized to melt, or caufc to be melted downe, 
fuch plate, coinc, bullion or filver, as fhall be brought unto them, into fmall 
peeces, according to his majefties faid directions, and whereof an eight part 
is to be in Groats, Thrce-pences and Two-pences ; and whereas the laid Sir 
John Veale, Peter Vandenhoven and Gilbert Tongues, have cntred into re- 
cognizance, of two thoufand pounds ftcrling, for the true making of the 
faid peeces of the fame weight, value, and allay, as his majefties moneys, 
now currant in England, of thofe values refpectively are, and for the rede- 
livery of fuch peeces unto the bringers of the plate, coyne, bullion, or filver, 
whereof the fame fhall be made, they firft receiving for the coyning thereof, 
the fumme of three fhillings for every pound weight, every pound weight 
being three pound of fterling money, according to the weight of the tower 
of London, fo to be melted down or coyncd, and fo after the fame rate for 
a greater or leflcr proportion, and no more. Now we the Lords Juftices and 
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touncell, according to his majeftics good pleafure, lb- to us fignified as 
afore laid, doe, by this proclamation in his majefties name, publim and de- 
clare, that all fuch peeces, as mall be by them the faid Sir John Veale, Pe» 
ter Vandenhoven and Gilbert Tongues, melted or caufed to be melted down, 
or coyned, according to his majefties faid letters, and commhTion, doe and. 
mail prefcntly after the publifhing of this proclamation, be currant money 
of and in this kingdom, and doe and mall pane as currant money in all ex* 
changes and payments, as well of debts, as for any ware*, merchandifes of 
other commodities whatfoever. And we require the maior and fheriffs of the 
citty of Dublin to caufe this proclamation to be forthwith publtfhcd and 
proclaimed throughout this citty and fuburbs. Given at his majefties caftle of 
Dublin, the eight of July, 164?. 

No. ?CLVI11. October 27, 1642. It is this day ordered by the aflcmbly, A - D -. 
that there mall be a feal in this kingdom, for fealing and attefting fuchjg'rjj'r. 
matters as mall be ordered, t£c. Rymer, 

October 29, 1642. It is this day ordered, that every perfon or perfonsxx. pS3j|F 
whatfoever, talking or difcourfing in writing orotherwife of the enemies, mall 
not call them by the name or names of Englifh or Proteftants, but mall call 
them by the name of Puritanical or Malignant party. 

November 1, 1642. It is this day ordered, by this great aflembly, that 
the (undernamed) committee mail confider of and lay down a model of civil 
government within this kingdom, fcfr. 

November 15, 1642. It is this day ordered, that all the generals, fcfc. 
Ihall lay down a model for the martial government to be eftablilhed in this 
kingdom, &c. 

Ordered, The fupreme council mall nominate and appoint one or more 
agents to be imployed to his majefty, hereby to inform his majefty's highnefs 
or the motives and caufes of raifing this holy war, and other the grievances of 
tlus kingdom at this prcfent. 

It is this day ordered, by this aflcmbly, that coin and plate (hall be raifed 
and eftablilhed in this kingdom, according to the rates and values hereafter 
mentioned, and that there mall be forthwith coined the fume of fourthoufand 
pound, to pafs currant in and through this kingdom, according to a procla- 
mation, or aft published by direction of this aflembly in the city of Kilkenny, 
and not otherwise, i3c. 

November 19,. 1642. The fupreme council to take care, that the king's 
revenue be daily gathered up, for the making of a common ftock for the ufe 
of the kingdom. 

November 21, 1642. It is ordered, That the right honourable the earl of 
Caftlehaven, and fuch others as his lordftup ihall call to his afliftancc, (hall 
prefent unto the fupreme council of this kingdom an inftitution and order of 
knighthood, concerning the honour of faint Patrick, and the glory of this 
kingdom, wliich the fupreme council may confirm and ratify fo far as the/ 
fee caufc. 

O Tm 
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Cbuncil To the councell of Mate in England, 

officbook jsja, XLTX. November 19, 1651. We have formerly given your lord - 
* l8 8 '' p ' fhips an account of fome difcovcries made by us here, of counterfeiting gold 
and other Englifti coine, and lending over from England great fums of coun- 
terfeit, bafe and clipped money, and alfo given your lordfhips the names of 
fome parties we have in prifon here, and of ibme of their confederates in Lon- 
don, viz. Off. 

To the agents fent from hence ro England. 
68 ,9 ° December 3, 1652. We have put out a declaration here for the regula- 
ting of forreigne coyne, and have prohibited Englifti clip't money to be paffed 
in payment above the intrinfic value, which wc have declared to be five ftiil- 
lings per ounce troy weight, by reafon whereof our payments have been at a 
great ftand here for want of a mint, we have written to the councell of ftatc 
for a power therein. 

~ , To the councell of ftatc m England. 

p ' 3 °" December 4, 1652. The parting of clip't Englifti money currant in pay 
in Ireland, and the uncertain rates that torein monies went at, hath been a 
very great prejudice to your fervice here, and tended much to the diminution 
of the Englifti coyne ; very great quantities of clip't Englifti money being fent 
over out of England, by merchants and others, for the gains that was to be 
gotten thereby, in fo much that of late no money was to be received in pay 
but clip't Englifti money, or outlandifh coyne. Whereupon (application be- 
ing made unto us by fcverall merchants and others of your minilrers here, for 
prevention of the further growth of this evill) wc were neccflitated to publifti 
the inclofcd declaration and order, forcfeeing that the longer we delayed this 
courfe, the more the fervice and intereft of the common-wealth would fufFer 
thereby. Yet wc find that unlets power be given to coyne the clip't money 
here, (which is wanting in our mftru&ions) this evill will again grow upon us, (the 
good Englifti money being carried back into England) and in a ftiort time no 
currant money will be left here but forrcin money, and very much of that 
either light or courfe Peru. We therefore humbly defire (if your lordftiips ftiall 
conceive fitt) that power may be fpecdily fent hither for the ftamping or 
coyning of twenty thoufand pounds, or fuch other quantity as you ftiall judge 
to be for your fervice, cifr. 

j fa j6 . To the committee for Irifti affairs in England. 

July 15, 1653. Some few monthes fince, we took the boldnefs to reprefent 
to the councell the preffing neceflities of a mint to be appointed in this coun- 
try, by reafon of the great want of the fmall Englifti money ; for finding ic 
advifcable, as thc only means appearing unto us, to prevent the abufe of Eng- 
lifti coyne, in clipping and counterfeiting of it, to call in all the bad and clip- 
ped money, and to forbid the currency of it in payment unlefTe by weight. 
The greatcft part of the Englifti money proving bad and clipped, fmall pay- 
ments could not cafily be made either to the fouldiers, or unto others, where 
by much diftra&ion was occalioncd. This our defire was tranfmitted to the 
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Parliament, who were pleafed to make an order for One hundred thoufand 
pounds to be coyned in Ireland, reffcring it back to the councell of {late for 
fettling it, in the progrefs and debate of which there appearing, fome difficulty 
about fending perfoas over out. of England for k, and that way there pro* 
poled amounting to an exceflive charge, the inclofed expedient was tendered 
to us by fome inhabitants of this towne, who are efteetned honeft knowing, 
men, which comeing to the council but a few days before the late change, we 
againe humbly offer to your confideration, being the more induced at this feafon. ; 
to doe it by reason of very much corruption andabafement difcovered every day • 
to grow ropre and more, &c. To prevent which we know not a moreproba* ^ 
bfc expedient then the fpeedy, creeling qf a mine here, fcrr. 

To the Lord Protector, council 
May it pkafe your higJtnefs, A t oVpT 

No. L. By many former addrefles unto your highnefs and councell we,^g. 
have made known the miierable condition this nation is in, through that vaft 
quantity of Peru and other bafe and counterfeit coyne, this poor nation hath 
of late bene buithened with. Indeed we are not able ((be fully as we would) 
to expreffc our rcfentments of this growing evilU the generall difcontenc it 
beares upon molt, men's hearts, nor the prejudice that islikely to arife, unlefs 
fome fpeedy remedy bee applied, for like a gangren this adulterate coyne fpreads 
farr and near. It banifhes hence the currant coyne of Spaine, and eats up the 
good Englilh money, which the merchants (for want of exchange or other 
commodities to return) make it a fecret trade to export into England, otr 
(notwithstanding our utmoft care for prevention) into fome forreigoe partes, 
to any place where kjyiekls moft advantage, hereby tine (bock of this nation 
is det/imented much above two third* as is conceived ; little other money ia 
vifible, fave this counterfeit American, which ordinarily goes for four millings 
and fix pence, and upon the eflay is found not to value two millings and four 
pence, and moft of that which runs currant is very little better then bralTc 
pr alchamy. Trade hereby is exceedingly obftrulted, plantation much cUf- 
couraged, neceflary provifions witheld, and monthly contributions (for fup- 
ply of your highnef&'s forces here) payd in fuch bafe coyne, as become great 
lofs to the receivers, and being refufed in divers places (the temper of the 
people generally abhorring it) the publique affairs without fpeedy care ('tis 
feared ) will unavoidably fall into diforder, nor can we apprehend other then 
that .this manifeft inconvenience may in the end begett difturbance in the 
people, unlds your highnefs (out. of your pious and fatherly care of the 
welfare of this country) tenderly confidef of what we have faithfully, repre- 
fented. Nor know w.ee ahy other or better expedient for the cure hereof, or 
how to -apply a" fuitablc remedy, fave by a mint, which now, as formerly, we 
moft humbly and earneftly defirc (if the fame may be held advifeable) may 
(at leaft for fome time) be erected here. This (as we conceive) will allay 
the importation of more fuch trafh, it will encourage us to decry what 
through ncccfllty is made currant here, will enable us to call in the Peru 
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and Mexico (which arc little better then brafie, and at prefent the farr greater 
proportion of coyne here) and being melted, the produce may be reduced to 
the ftandard. And for that the fouldier, and poorer fort efpecially, want the 
leflcr and fmaller forts of money for change and to buy provifions with ; this 
may accommodate them with lmall and neceflary proportions, &?r. Dublin 
callle, April 16, 1656. 

H. C. R. P. M. C. M. T. 
Council To his Highnefs the Lord Protector, 

•flic book May it pleafe your highnefs, Feb. 16, 1653, 

A.^90. p. No L j The j nc i 0 f e( i j s 8 coppie of a letter fent in July laft to the com- 
mittee at Whitehall for Irifh affairs, reprefenting the ncceffity of a mint irr 
this country, but they being through multiplicity of bufinefs hindered, and 
nothing fince effected in it, we have taken the boldnefs humbly to apply our 
1'clves to your highnefs, in regard the inconvenience which we find to have 
happened to your affaires here fince our firft application for a power to coine 
the forreignc money into Englifh (for the reafons formerly fott forth) is foe 
great, and that fort of money generally foe falfifyed, that the flock of the 
countrey (in money) is conceived to be detrimcnted thereby above one thiai 
part, there being fcarce any coine now left but foreigne, and that for the 
moft part courfe Peru pieces. The Englifh money (and for want of that) the 
beft fort of Spanifh being bought up by merchants to make their returns 
into England, for want of commodities in barter to exchange here. A proof 
of the value of which courfe Peru hath, by our order, been lately made, by 
which it did appear that fix hundred thirty-five pounds of Peru money, at the 
rate of foure fhillings and fix pence each piece (being the rate now currant) 
melted down, did yield in fteriing^ money, upon an exact aflay thereof, but 
foure hundred and one pounds, foe that two hundred thirty and three pounds 
was loft in that fmall parcell at the rates now ufuall ; befide this loflc in 
the courfe Peru, we finde, by the relation of your officers here intrufted with 
the receipts of the revenue, that very much of the forreigne money, which 
runne in payment, is altogether brafs and counterfeit upon the whole, there- 
fore we humbly conceive, that unleffe fome fpeedy courfe be taken to call ia 
all bafe forreigne moneys, ana" reduce it into Englifh coine, there will be 
in a fhort time noe money left to pay your forces, or for neceflary exchange 
amongft the people, but counterfeit and bad money, and confequently your 
affairs here will unavoidably fall into diforder : all which we conceive our 
duty to reprefent to your consideration, to doe therein as in your highnefs 
prudence fhall be thought fitt, and are, &c. 
Ib. A. 30'. To the Lord Deputy of Ireland. 

h 2 47- May it pleafe your excellency. 4th March 1656. 

No. LII. By occafion of many complaints, from time to time, touching 
the inconveniencics arifing to the people here by forreigne coyne, the fame 
being either generally of bafe metall, or not neare anfwering the intrinfique 
yalue to what they paflc for, we have taken the fame into our ferious confi- 
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deration, and the bcncfitts which in our judgement would redound to this . 
land, by a due and timely deprefling thereof, which we apprehend would be 
the producing more plenty, bailancing, and quickning trade, neceflitating and 
encouraging the exportation both of Lnglifli inhabitants, and comodityes, and 
forwarding the plantation here. The expedients and ftepps for this worke 
are many, and will require time throughly to confider, and being confidered to 
put in execution, being gradually to be done, yet becaufe the opportunity 
now in our hands calls for fome fpeedy beginning therein, and yet not con- 
ceiving ourfelves by any of our inftruftions impowered for k j we doc there- 
fore in the flrft place (as our duty require) fubmit the consideration of the 
whole, to his highnefs's wifdom, and pleafure, whether wee may at all make 
any progrefle in it, which if approved of, that then his highnefs and the 
councell would pleafe to impower us here, in order thereunto, for the ufing 
fuch wayes and meanes to effect the fame, as we (hall judge meete. And we 
crave leave to let you know, that the fpeedy fignification of his highnefs and . 
the councell's pleafure herein (as fliall (land with this great concernment) will 
be requifite to the prefent carrying on of this affaire which is delired by, 
yours, ifc. 

Abftraft of King Charles lid's Patent to Sir Tliom.-s Armftrong for coyn- A. Dl 
ing fanning tokens of copper. Auditor'* 

No. LIU. Charles the iecond, To all, Whereas the makeing 0 ffi C cjj^. 

and uttering of farthing tokens hath been found to be of greate and gencrall xxxil p. 
ufe and benefitt to our people of our real me of Ireland, as well amongft 80. 
tradefmen for exchange of moneys in the courfe of their feverall trades, and 
cfpecially of the poore and meaner fort. Know yee, fcfr. that we have granted, 
and grant* t$c. forus,fcff. to Sir Thomas Armftrong, knight, his heirs, execu- 
tors, adminiftrators and aflignes, full power, cjfr. dureing the terme of twenty 
years from the date hereof, to coyn fuch a quantitie of farthing tokens, of 
copper, as may be conveniendy iffued during the faid terme amongft our 
fubjefts of Ireland. And that, in order they be diftinguilhed from any other 
tokens, they fhall be made of copper by engines,, and (hall have on one fide 
two fcepters eroding one diadem, and on the other fide a harpe crowned with 
our title Carolus frcundus magne Brittania, Frkncie et Hibernie Rex, and to weigh 
twenty graincs or more, with a privy marke from time to time in order to 
difcover the counterfeiting of any fuch like tokens, wKich farthing tokens, 
we do hereby for us, our heirs,, and fucceflbrs, will and ordainc, fliall pafs 
and be generally ufcd between man. and man, that fliall and will voluntarily 
and willingly pay and receive the fame as tokens, for the value of farthings, 
within this our kingdome of Ireland, forbidding all other perfons whatfoever 
to make, counterfeit and utter,, any other fuch tokens, or any other pieces of 
copper, upon pain of forfeiture of the faid counterfeited money, and engines 
ufed in the making thereof j all officers, juftices and magiftrates, ordered to be 
aiding and aflifting the faid Sir Thomas Armftrong, fcfr. in the due execu- 
tion of the prcmuTcs, they paying unto us, our heirs, and fucceflbrs. yearly,. 

during; 
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during the abovefaid terme, the fame of fitfieen pound thirteen flullings and; 
four pence of lawfull money of England, in two payments, viz. on the twen* 
ty-fourth of June and twenty-fifth of December, and if any part thereof be 
not paid within thirty days after it becomes due, thefe letters pattents to be 
void and of no effect. The faid Sir Thomas Armftrong, to have all 
the promts arifeing from the faid coynage and to be at any time ready to 
deliver one and twenty (hillings, in the faid tokens, for every twenty mil- 
lings in filver, and to repay twenty (hillings, in currant fterling money, for, 
every twenty-one millings of the laid tokens as (hall be brought to them. 
Convenient quantities of the faid tokens to be lent to as many cities, towns 
and other places, in Ireland, as they mall think fitt. In witnefc whereof, CbV. 
witnefc ourfelf at Wefbriinfter, the fourteenth of December, in the twelfth 
yeare of our raigne. By the King. 

Child. 

A, D. By the Lords Jufticcs and council. > 

1660. Maurice Euftace, Cane. Orrery. Mountrajth.' 
'hletaS* 1So ' I " lV ' Whereas tfte king's molt excellent majefty, by his letters of 
fed^hejnthe thirtith of November laft, hath fignifyed to us, that he is informed that 
telligen- there is a great fcarcity of coin in this his kingdome of Ireland, which mult 
ccr, clafs, be the occafion of the decay of trade, and very great inconveniencies which 
E No***' um *Hy accompany the famej that it hath been offered to his majefty, as an 
St. SepoIc.^P^' 601 f° r tne prelent, to raife fuch outlandilh coin as is. now currant here 
library, to a higher value, and to deprefs that part thereof which is of die baler fort 
to a lets value ; and his majefty (in his gracious care and tendernefie of his 
good fubjecls of this kingdome) being defirous (as much as in him lies) to 
remedy fuch evils as arc upon his people here, by his faid letter, authorizes 
us to take the premhTes into our ferious confederation, and do therein as we 
mould find moft expedient for the good of his people and his (erviee } we 
therefore (in humble obedience to his majeftics royal commands) having taken 
the fame into our confidcrauon at this board, doe hereby pubiifh and declare, 
that all and Angular the feveral fpecies, forts and kind of coins following, viz. 
The Golden Rider, the Half golden Rider, the Spaniih and French quadruple 
(Piftole of gold, the Double-piftol, the Single-piftol, and Half-piftol, the 
Double duccat of gold and Single-duccat, the Spaniih Suffrain of gold, and 
Spaniih Half-fufFrain. The Piece of Eight of filver Mexico or Civil, Rix- 
doller, Crofs-doller, French-lewis and old Peru, and their feveral halfs, quar- 
ters and half-quarters, the Portugal Royal, and the half and quarter thereof, 
ihc Duccatoon, the Half-duccatoon, and the Quart er-duccatoon, and the 
Cardecue, that now arc, or hereafter lhall be brought into this kingdom, 
fhall, on and from the fecond day of February next, be allowed and pais in 
all payments, as well to and from his majeftie as otherwile howfoever, as cur- 
rent money within this kingdom, as fully and freely as if the fame were fter- 
ling money, and currant of and in England, at the weights and rates following, 
viz. See before page 51. .« 

And 



Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. *p 

And in cafe any of the faid pieces of gold or filver, made currant by this 
proclamation as aforefaid, fhall want of the weight herein laid down on the 
faid pieces refpectively, that then there be allowance given of two pence for 
each grain fo wanting in any piece of the kinds of gold aforefaid refpectively, 
and three pence for each penny-weight, being four and twenty grains, fo 
wanting in any piece of the kinds of lilvcr aforefaid refpectively, and fo pro- 
portionable for greater or lefier wants of weight in the faid pieces : And in 
cafe fuch defect of weight as aforefaid lhall be fupplicd.in manner as afore- 
faid, then, and in fuch cafe, every piece fo defective in weight as aforefaid, 
and that defect of weight fo fupplyed in manner as aforefaid, lhall be allowed 
and pafs in all payments, as well to and from his majefty as othcrwife how- 
foever, as currant money within this kingdom, as fully aod freely as if the 
fame were fterling money of and in England. And we do hereby declare, 
that no payment lhall be made unto his majefty, nor any perfon or perfons 
of what quality, nation or condition foever, (hall be enforced to receive any 
of the faid fcveral fpecies, forts or kinds of coins aforefaid, in any payment or 
payments whatfoever or otherwife, unlcfs every fuch piece as aforefaid be of 
the weight above mentioned for fuch piece, or unlefs fuch allowance be given 
for defect of weight as aforefaid. And we require all mayors, fheriffs, port- 
rim;, baylifs, and other chief officers of corporations, and all juftices of peace, 
upon any difference arifing for or concerning the due palling of any piece or 
pieces of gold or filver formerly, in this proclamation mentioned to pafs in 
manner aforefaid, and in cafe of dcfedl of weight, with the refpeftive allow- 
ances aforefaid, that in all and every fuch cafes of difference, they, and every 
of them, doe determine fuch difference according to the rules given by this 
proclamation. Given at the council-chamber in Dublin, the twenty-nindi 
day of January, 1660. 

By the Lords Juftices and Council. A D, 

Man. Euftace, cane. Orrery. Mountrath. »66i. 
No. LV. Whereas among many other grievances under which his majefties C ^°', B * 
fubjetts in this kingdom have laboured for feveral years paft, before his ma- No,* 34. 
jeftics reftauration : One was, that feveral perfons, in all the cities corporate 
and market-towns throughout this kingdom, took a liberty, without any rc- 
ftraint to make a kind of brafs or copper tokens, with fuch flamps as they , 
plcafed, in very great proportions, and vented them to the people tor a penny 
each peece, in exchange, under pretence that when they lhould be called in 
or decryed, the perfons who uttered them would receive them back again at 
,the rates for which tliey itfued them, whence followed, that for the value of 
every twenty pence, which the brafs flood in, there was raifed near about 
twenty fhillings in pure fdver coyn j and that done, and thofe brafs tokens 
iflucd among the people, it came to pafs that many of thofe that caufed fuch 
tokens be lb damped and iffued, kept out of the way, and fo avoided the 
accepting or exchanging of the tokens they had fo iffiied, to the great lofs 
and difappointment of many poor people, and they or others having,, by ex- 
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change of thofc tokens, poffeffcd themfelvcs of confiderablc /urns of pure 
:filver, have (as is fuppofed) exported the fame out of the kingdom : We 
therefore do, by this proclamation, in his majefties name, forbid all perfons 
from henceforth to buy or barter for any of the faid tokens, or to iffue any 
of them in any payments, other than to luch who made them, or caufed them 
to be made, under pretence that, when they mould be called »n or decryed, 
they would receive them back again at the fame rates for which they iffued 
them. And wc do hereby publilh and declare, that it lhall not be lawfull 
for any perfon of perfons whatfoever, (without fpecial licence from his ma- 
jefty in that behalf) to make or caufe to be made any brafa or copper mo- 
ney or tokens. And of this proclamation all perfons whom it may concern, 
are required to take notice, as they defire to avoid the punifhment which by 
the laws of this kingdom may be juftly inflicted on the contemners of his 
majefties authority. Given at the council-chamber in Dublin, the feventeenth 
day of Auguft, \66\. God fave the King. 

A. D. By the Lords Juftices and Council. 

1661. M au . Euftace, C. Orrery. Mountrath. 
Euonvi'. No - LVI - Whcreas amongft many other grievances under which his ma- 
jefties fubje&s in this his kingdom have laboured for feveral years paft, be- 
•forc his majefties reftauration : One was, that feveral perfons in all cities cor- 
porate, and market-towns, throughout this kingdom, took a liberty, without 
any reftraint, to make a kind of brafs or copper tokens, with fuch ftamps 
as they plcafed, in very great proportions, and vented them to the people for 
one penny each piece in exchange, under pretence that, when they fhould be 
called in, or decryed, the perfons who uttered them would receive them bark 
again at the rates for wliich they iffued them whence followed, that for 
the value of every twenty pence which the brafs flood in, there was railed 
near about twenty fhillings in pure filver coyn : And that done, and thofc 
brafs tokens iffued among the people, it came to pafs that many of thofe that 
caufed fuch tokens to be ib ftamped and iffued, kept out of the way, and 
fo avoided the accepting or exchanging of the tokens they had fo iffued, to 
the great lol's and difappointment of many poor people *, and they or others, 
having by exchange of thofe tokens poffefled themfdves of confiderable fums 
of pure filver, have (as is fuppofed) exported tlie fame out of this kingdom, 
which is conceived to be one great caufe of the prefent fcarcity of filver coyn 
in this kingdom. We therefore do, by this proclamation, in his majefties name, 
forbid all perfons from henceforth to buy or barter for any of the faid tokens, 
or to iffue any of them in any payments other than to fuch who made them, 
or caufed them to be made, under pretence that, when they fhould be called 
in, or decryed, they would receive them back again at the fame rates for 
which they iffued them. And we do hereby will and require all thofe that 
made them, or caufed them to be made as afore faid, to receive them back 
iig;un at the fame rates for which they iffued them. And we do hereby pub- 
lifh and declare, that it fhall not be lawfull for any perfon or perfons what- 
foever, 
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foever, without fpecial licence from his majefty in that behalf (which Sir 
Thomas Armftrong, knight, hath, by letters patent under the great leal of 
England) to make or caufe to be made, any brafs or copper money or to- 
kens. And of this proclamation all perfons whom it may concern, are re- 
quired to take notice, as they defire to avoid the punifhment which by the 
laws of the kingdom may be juftly inflicted upon the contemners of his ma- 
jefties authority. Given at the council-chamber in Dublin, the thirteenth day 
of September, 1661. 

Patent to Sir Thomas Vyner, bait. Robert Vyner, and Daniel Bellingham, A. D. 
for erecting a mint and coyning filver money in Dublin. 1662. 

No. LVII. Charles the fecond by the grace of God k ing of England, Scot- 
land, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, fc?f. To all to whom thefe pre- 0 gj cet j^, 
fents fhall come greeting. Whereas the minting, coining and uttering of 30. p. {, 
fmall filver money hath been found to be of great and general ufe and benefit 
to our people of this our realme of Ireland, as well amongft trade/men for the 
exchange of monies in the courfe of their feveral trades as amongft other 
forts of people, the fcarcitie whereof is very prejudicial unto them, and 
more efpecially unto the poore and meaner fort ; and upon due confidera- 
tion had of a reprefentation made unto us by our juftices and privie councell 
of this our kingdom of Ireland, after ferious deliberation firft had upon ccr- 
taine propofalls prefented unto them by our wel-beloved fubjefts, Sir Tho- 
mas Vyner, knight and bait. Robert Vyner, our gouldfmith, and Daniell 
Bellingham, of the city of Dublin, gouldfmith, concerning the mynting, 
coyning and uttering of fmall pieces of filver money to pafs currant within 
this our kingdome of Ireland. And our faid juftices and councell haveing 
recommended the fame unto us as an affair which they conceive will tend to 
the advancement of our fcrvice and the good and eafe of our fubje&s, and 
prevent many inconveniencics which may befall the people in this our king- 
dom, for want of fmall money for change, and for as much as for the effect- 
ing foe acceptable a fervice, wee conceive it requifire to erec~l and create a 
mint office in our citty of Dublin, for minting anil coyning of all fortes of 
fmalle filver money of the denominations of, or which fhall run for groats, 
or foure penny pieces or under, which fhall hereafter runn or pane within 
this kingdome as currant and lawfull money. As alfoe upon confideration 
had of the manifold and acceptable fervices, as well before as fince our hap- 
py reftauration to our kingdomes of England, Scotland and Ireland, perform- 
ed and manyfafted unto us by the faid Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner 
and Daniell Bellingham, which we have taken into our princely confideration, 
and refolve to place fuch further markes of our bounty and favour upon 
them when opportunitye is offered, as may evidence our knowledge and ac- 
ceptance of their faid fervices and good affection unto us. Know yec there- 
fore that wee, as well for the confederations aforefaid, arid for divers other 
good caufes and confiderations, us thereunto efpecially movcing of our efpe- 
-ciall grace, certaine knowledge and meere motion, and by vertuc of our 

R prerogative 
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prerogative royall, by and with the advice and confent of our right trufty 
and wel-beloved councellor Sir Maurice Euftace, knight, our chancellor of 
this our kingdome, and our right trufty and wel-beloved cozen and coun- 
cellor Roger earle of Orrery, our juftices of this our faid kingdome, arc 
gracioufly pleafed to erect, create and eftablifhe a mint office to be kept in 
fome convenient place within our citty of Dublin in this our real me of Ire- 
land, for the minting and coining of all forts of fmall filver moneys of the 
denominations of or running for groates or fower penny pieces or under, 
which (hall be uttered runn or pafle as currant or lawfull money within this 
kingdome, together with the offices and places of mafter and worker, warden, 
comptroller and aflay-mafter of the faid mint, and all other inferiour officers 
which our lieutenant, deputy, juftices, and other the chiefe governour or go- 
vernors of this our kingdome for the tyme being (hall judge neceflary or 
requifite to be employed in that fervice. And for us, our heires and fucceflbrs, 
wee doe by thefe prefents erect, create and eftablifhe the faid mynt-office and 
offices of mafter and worker, warden, comptroller and aflay-mafter of the 
faid mint, with the other inferior officers which (hall be found neceflary and 
requifite to attend the fame. And of our like efpecial grace, certaine know- 
ledge and meere motion, wee doe hereby give and grant full power and au- 
thority unto the chiefc governour or governors of this our realme for the 
tyme being, to fettle fuch reafonable allowances, ftipends, fees, or rewards, 
unto the pcrfons who fhall bee appointed to execute the faid offices or places j 
as alfoe to annexe or unite fuch of the faid offices and places, and appoint 
fuch perfons to execute the fame as to them fhall bee thought meete. And 
of our mere efpeciall grace, certaine knowledge and meere motion, and of 
our prerogative royall, by and with the advice and confent aforefaid, wee 
have given and granted, and by thefe prefents for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, 
doe give and grant unto the faid Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Da- 
niell Bellingham, their executors, adminiftrators and affignes, full, free and 
abfolute lycence, power and authority, that they the faid Sir Thomas Vyner, Ro- 
bert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their executors, adminiftrators and alTignes, 
by themfclves, !or by their or any of their deputies, workmen, factors or 
fervants, fhall and may, from tyme to tyme, dureing the terme of yeares here- 
after in thefe prefents mentioned and exprefled make, mint or coync, in the 
faid mint office, fuch quantity or quantities of fmale filver money of the 
denominations of, or running for groates, or fower penny pieces, or under, in 
manner hereafter mentioned, as may be conveniently by them iflued amongft 
the fubjefts of us, and our fucceflbrs within this realme, within the tearme 
of yeares herein after mentioned, and the fame to utter, difpofe, difperfe and 
ifliie to and within this realme, according to the true meaning of thefe prefents 
at any tyme within the terme of yeares herein after mentioned. And to the 
intent that the fmale filver moneys to be made for the ufe of this our faid 
realme of Ireland, may be diftinguifhed from any others already made, or 
which hereafter fhall bee made in any other place whatsoever, it is our will 
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and plcafure, and we doc hereby command that without further and exprefs ly- 
cence or authority to the contrary from us, or our fucceflbrs, there bee noe other 
kinde of fmale filver money minted, coyned or made, but onely Halfe-penny 
pieces, haveing upon one fide a crowne, and the other a harpe; Penny piecea 
haveing on one fide the effigies of our felfe or our fucceflbrs, with a figure 
to diftinguilhe and denominate the fame, and the harpe on the other hde ; 
Two-penny pieces haveing on one fide the effigies of us, or our fucceflbrs, 
with figures to diftinguilhe and denominate the fame, and the harpe crowned 
on the other fide ; Three-penny pieces, haveing on the one fide the effigies and 
title of us, and our fucceflbrs, with figures to denominate and diftinguilhe 
the fame, and the harpe crowned with the motto, obkftat et reperat, on the 
other fide and Groats or Fower-penny pieces, haveing on the one fide the 
effigies of us, or our fucceflbrs, with our title and figures to diftinguilh and 
denominate the fame, on the one fide, and the harpe crowned with the motto, 
obUBat et reperat, on the other fide, or fuch other ltamps, impreflions, mortos, 
and inicriptions, as the lord lieutenant, deputy, juftices, or other cheife go- 
vernour or governors, for the tyme being, IhaU direct, limit, or appointe, 
together with a privy marke, from tyme to tyme, to be fett upon every yeare 
at coyning and (tamping of the fame, to be devifed and altred as (hall be 
thought meete by the officers of our faid mint, for the better difcovery of the 
counterfeiting of any fuch fmall filver money. And that the fame oe made 
in our faid mint-houfe with engines and inftruments, by fworne officers and 
workemen, of fuch filver onely as (hall be imported by or brought into this 
kingdome, in bullion, or any forreigne fpecie ; and that the fame be made 
according to the finenefle of the (landard money in our kingdome of England, 
and be pixed, afiayed, and approved by the proper officers of the faid mint, 
in fuch manner as is ufuall or accuftomed in our faid mint in the tower of 
London ; and alloc, that all the fmale filver money foe to be minted, coyned, 
and made, bee minted, coyned and made after the rate or proportion of one 
ounce of halfe-penny pieces, two ounces of penny pieces, two ounces of two 
penny pieces, and three ounces of three-penny pieces, and fower ounces of 
groats or fower-penny pieces, in every pound, being twelve ounces troy-weight 
of ftandard filver, and that every pound weight of filver (hall be in tale three 
pounds and tenn (hillings of coyned money with the allowance or remedy of 
fix penny weight, under or over in every pound weight, for the (heering and 
fizeing of the fame, and for the finenefs of the remedy of two penny weight 
better or worie in every pound weight of (landard filver, that is to fay eleven 
ounces, and two penny weight fine and eighteene penny weight allay in every 
pound of troy-weight i which faid fmale money fo coyned, minted and made, 
wee doe hereby, for us, our heires and fucceflbrs, will, eilablilhe and ordaine, 
(hall runn, pafle and be currant, and generally receaved for their refpeclive 
denominations and eftimations of half-pennies, pennies, two pences, three 
penccs, and groats or fower penny pieces, in any payment betweene our 
(iibjects in our laid kingdom, foe as noe perfon or pcrfons be obliged (un- 
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lcfs hee bee willing thereunto) to receive above two (hillings of the faid fmalle 
filvcr money in every twenty (hillings, and foe after the fame rate or pro- - 
portion for greater or letter fummes. And to the intent and purpofc, that the 
faid Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their execu- 
tors, adminiftrators and aflignes, (hall, and may have, and enjoy the full be- 
nefit and proffit intended unto them by this our grant, we doe by thefe pre- 
fents, for us, our heires and fucceflbrs, ftreightly prohibit and forbid all and 
every perfon and perfons whatfoever, other then the faid Sir Thomas Vyner, 
Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their executors, adminiftrators or aflignes, 
by themfelves, or their fcrvants, or deputies, to make or caufe to be made any 
fuch fmall filver money, or any other fmall filver money in refemblance thereof, 
of what nature or kinde foever, to pafle currant within this our kingdome, of the 
denominations, or eftimated valuations of groates, or fower penny pieces, or un- 
der, or to make or ufe any engines or inftruments whereby they may be made or 
wrought, or to ufe any otter fmall 'filver money, engines or inftruments, in 
refemblance of them, or any of them, or any other fmall filver money what- 
foever, of the denominations or eftimated valuations of groats, or fower penny 
pceces, or under, or to ufe and utter other fmalle filver money, which hath 
been or fhall bee made for the ufe of any other partes of our dominions, 
or any other partes beyond the feas, and which hath been made either before 
or (hall be made after the commenceing of thefe our letters pattents (ex- 
cepting alwayes fuch fmale filver money as uppon the thirtieth day of Ja- 
nuary, 1648, were currant, and have fince been ufed in payments betwixt 
our fubje£ts of this realme of Ireland, and fmale filver money, which now is 
or hereafter (hall bee cuarant in our kingdome of England upon forfeiture of 
all fuch fmall filver money, or other mixt mettall, or counterfeit moneys, 
which (hall be made or u(ed for fmall filver money, and of all fuch engines " 
and inftruments as (hall bee foe made, ufed or found, contrary to the true in- 
tent and meaning of thefe prefents, and upon fuch further paines and penalties, 
and imprifonments, as by the lawes and ftatutes of this our realme of Ireland and 
our prerogative royall, can or may be inflicted upon them for their contempt 
and breach of our royall commandement in this behalfe, the one moyetie of 
all fuch forfeitures to be to !us, our heires and fucceflbrs, and the other moy- 
etie thereof wee doe, for us, our heires and fucceflbrs* give and grant unto 
the faid Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner, and Daniell Bellingham, their 
executors, adminiftrators and aflignes, without any account to be given or 
rendered to us, our heirs or fucceflbrs, for the fame or any part thereof. And 
furthermore, for the better execution of this our grant, wee doe by thefe our 
letters pattents, for us, our heires and fucceflbrs, give and grante unto the 
faid Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their executors 
adminiftrators and aflignes, that they by themfelves, their deputies, fervants or 
factors, or any of them from tyme to tyme, and at all tymes hereafter, during the 
terme of yeares hereby granted, takeing a conftable or other officer with him 
•r them, (hall or may enter into any (hip, bottomc, veflHl, boat, houfe, 

(hopp, 
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V fhopp, warehoufe, or any other place whatfoever, where they or any of them 
fhall have caufe to make fearch within this our realme of Ireland by water 
and land, as well within liberties as without, and there to trye and fearch by 
all wayes and meanes, for all fuch prohibited or counterfeit fmall filver mo- 
ney, engines, or inftruments for coyning or makeing of the faid fmall filver 
money, as mall bee brought from any other part of our dominions, or the 
parts beyond the feas, or be found to be made within this our realme of 
Ireland, contrary to the true intent and meaning of thefe prefents, and find- 
ing, any fuch fmall filver money, inftruments or engines, to arreft, feize, 
carry away, and detaine the fame to the ufe in thefe our letters patterns 
beforementioned and exprefled, to have, hold, perceive, exercife and enjoy, 
' all and Angular the aforefaid powers, privileges, Jjcences, grantes, authorities, 
and other the premifles unto the faid Sir Thomas Vyncr, Robert Vyner and 
Danicll Bellingham, their executors, adminiftrators and affigns, from the date 
of thefe our letters patterns for and dureing the whole terme of one and twenty 
yeares from thence next enfueing, and fully to be compleate and ended, 
ycilding and paying unto us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, the full and juft fumme 
of twelve pence of the faid fmale filver money out of every pound troy weight 
of fterling filver which fhall be foe mirrteo, coyned or made, into fmale 
filver moneys, dureing the faid tearme of one and twenty yeares, which faid 
twelve pence in every pound weight the officers of our mint aforementioned 
are from tyme to tyme, to deduft, retaynC and keepe in their cuftody unto 
the ufe of us, our hieires and fucceflbrs, out of the faid fmall filver money 
which fhall be foe minted, coyned and made, out of every pound weight of 
money as aforefaid, without any further order or direction, or putting of the 
faid Sir Thomas Vyncr, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, or any of 
them, their executors, adminiftrators or affigns, unto any further or other 
accompt for, or in refpeft of the fame, they the faid >8fr Thomas Vyner, Ro- 
bert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their executors, adminiftrators or affignes, 
from tyme to tyme, dureing the faid tearme, defraying, paying and difcharge- 
ing, all and all manner of charges for the moneyers, workemen, inftruments, 
tooles, coales, fallaries, houfe roome, and other materialls and contingencies 
whatfoevcr, for or in refped of the mynting, coyning or makeing of the faid 
fmall filver moneys, excepting the allowances to be made to the mafter and 
worker, warden, comptroller, aflay-mafter, and other chiefe officers, who are 
to be paid by us. And further, of our more efpcciall grace, certaine know- 
ledge, and meere motion, wee have given and granted, and by thefe prefents, . 
fcr us, our heires and fucceflbrs, doe give and grant unto the faid Sir Tho- 
mas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their executors, admini- 
ftrators and affignes, the faid office of mafter and worker of the faid mint, 
to have, hold and enjoy the fame, and efpccially fuch proflits, gaines, bene- 
fitts and advantages, as fhall from tyme to tyme, dureing the faid tearme of 
one and twenty years aforefaid, be made, gotten, raifed or obtayned by the 
coyning, minting, makeing, ifiueing or exchangeing, of all fuch fmall filver 

moneys 
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as fhall by virtue of thefe prefents be made in manner and forme aforefeid, 
to have, perceive, receive, enjoy, ufe and take the faid profits, chines, bene- 
iits and advantages, to be raifed, made, gotten or obteyned as aforefaid unto 
the faid Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their ex- 
ecutors, adminiftrators and afligns to their folc, onely, and proper ufe and 
behoofe for ever, without any accompt or other thing to be given or rendered 
to us, our heires or fucceflbrs, for or in refpect ot the fame, excepting the 
faid twelve pence in every pound weight of money to be deducted as is aforefaid. 
And to the intent that the faid fmall filver moneys may be brought to a frequent 
and general ufe throughout this our realmc of Ireland, for the good of our fub- 
je&s, and that the juft pafTeing of the fame may bee maintained and continued, 
and confequently all inconviencies avoided, which may otherwifc happen either 
to our fubje&s in that ouf realme in gencrall, or unto the faid Sir Thomas 
Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their executors, adminiftra- 
tors or afllgnes, contrary to our gracious intentions and meaning in thefe pre- 
fents, our will and pleafure is, that there bee, from tyme to tyme, a conve- 
nient quantttie of all the faid forts of (mall filver money, made for the ufc of 
our faid fubjects in this our realme of Ireland, and that the faid Sir Thomas 
Vyner Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their executors, adminiftrators, 
deputies, factors and afllgnes, from tyme to tyme, doe make and fend, or 
caufe to be made and fent forth, fuch a convenient quantitie of them into 
as many countyes, cittyes, burroughs corporate, markctt townes, and other 
places, within this our realme, as they lhall thinke fitt and neceflary for the 
ufe and occafions of our fubjc&s in this our realme, and that the fame fmale 
filver money be left in the hands of fome rcfponfable perfon or perfons, in the 
faid countyes, cittyes, burroughs corporate, market townes, and places as they 
lhall thinke meete, to be by them difpofed, exchanged or uttered to the in- 
habitants of the refpective places of this our realme, and fuch others as lhall 
bee there rcfidertr, or come thither, as caufe mail require. And our will and 
pleaf ure alfoe is, that all juftices of the peace, mayors, fheriffes, bayliffs, chiefe 
officers and governors, with the minifters, conftablcs and other officers, of all 
places within this realme refpectively, doe endeavour that the faid fmale filver 
money may be difperfed and uttered, and they may freely paffc betwixt all our 
fubjects, according to their refpective denominations as is aforefakl, in the way 
of exchange, betwixt our fubje&s in this realme. And further, we doe hereby 
ftrcightly charge and command all and Angular juftices of the peace, mayors, 
fheriffs, bayliffs, conftables, headborroughs, cuftomers, comptrollers, learchers, 
and all other our officers and minifters in this our realme, to whom it lhall 
or may appertaine or concerne, to be aiding or affifting in all lawfull and con- 
venient manner, unto the faid Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell 
Bellingham, their executors, adminiftrators and afllgnes, and their and every 
of their deputyes, factors and fervants, in the due execution of thefe our laid 
letters patents, upon paine of our difpleafure, and fuch other punilhments 
and imprisonments as by the lawes and ftacutes of our faid realme of Ireland, 
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and our prerogative royall, can or may be inflicted upon them for their con- 
tempt, or offences in that behalfe. And we doe further, for us, our heires 
and fuccefTors, covenant and promife, that if, during the tearme hereby 
granted, it (hall fall out that thefe letters patents mail in matter, forme, or 
by reafon of any matter or thing therein, or otherwife, prove defective, fhall 
not be and continue valid, firme and effectuall in the law againft us, our 
heires and fuccefTors, we fhall, from tyme to tyme, upon humble fuite of 
the faid Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyncr and Daniell Bellingham, their ex- 
ecutors, adminiftrators and ailignes, renew thefe our letters pattents, and 
grant others letters pattents, unto the faid Sir Thomas Vyncr, Robert Vy- 
ncr and Daniell Bellingham, their executors, adminiftrators and afligncs, to 
the effect and purport of thefe our letters patents which fhall be valid, firme 
and effectuall in the law, againft us, our heirs and fuccefTors. And of our 
further and more ample grace and favour, and meere motion, we doc, by 
thefe prefents, authorize, command and require, that our lieutenant, deputy, 
juftice, juftices, or other cheife governor or governors of this our kingdome 
of Ireland, for the tyme being, upon the humble fuite of the faid Sir Tho- 
mas Vyner, Robert Vyner and Daniell Bellingham, their executors, admini- 
ftrators and aflignes, fhall caufe one or more releafes, or pardons, from 
tyme to tyme, to be pafled unto them, under our great feale of this our king- 
dome, upon trying of the afTay and pix of the faid moneys being found 
agreable unto the rules lymitted and prefcribed by thefe letters pattents, and 
fhall caufe proclamations to be iffucd out in our name, and publifhed in the 
feverall county es, cittyes and places, in this kingdome, for the better and 
more effectuall execution of the feverall matters and things in thefe our letters 
patents, contained and expreffed, more efpecially for declaring, authorizing 
and caufeing the faid fmall filver moneys to paffe currant within our faid 
kingdome, according to the true intent and meaning of thefe our letters 
patents. And we doe further, of our efpeciall grace, certaine knowledge and 
meere motion, grant unto the faid Sir Thomas Vyner, Robert Vyncr and 
Daniell Bellingham, their executors, adminiftrators and affignes, that thefe 
our letters pattents, or the inrollment of the fame, fhall be in all things firme, 
valid, good, fufficient, or effectual in the law, againft us, our heires and fuc- 
ceflbrs, as well in all our courts in this our kingdome of Ireland, as in any 
court in our kingdome of England. Notwithftanding, Cjfr. In witneflfc where- 
of wee have caufed thefc our letters to be made pattents. Witnes the afore- 
faid Sir Maurice Euftace, knt. and Roger Earl of Orrery, our juftices and 
governors of our faid realme of Ireland. At Dublin the eight and twentith 
day of Aprill in the fourteenth yeare of our raigne. 

Ex r J. R. Carleton and Exham. 

EnterM and examined 
primo die Maij, 1662. 

By 
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A. D. f By the Lord Lieutenant and Council. 

co'b Ormonde. 

A 42 LVIII. Whereas by a proclamation, dated the twenty-ninth day of Ja- 

No, J62. nuary, 1660, publifhed by the late lords juftices and council. Sec page 51.- 
And although the Mexico plate pieces, commonly known by the name of 
pillar pieces, be of equal finenefs and greater weight' than the reft of the Mexi- 
co or Civil pieces, yet many of the inhabitants of this kingdom do refufe 
to accept the fame in payment of money, according to their refpedtive value ; 
we therefore do hereby publilh and declare, that the faid pieces, commonly 
known by the name of pillar pieces, and the half-pieces, quarter-pieces and 
half-quarter-pieces thereof, were included within the intent of the latcprocla-. 
mation, and were thereby made currant at feveral rates, anfwcrable and pro- 
portionable to fxiy other of the faid Mexico or Civil pieces, Rix-dollars, or- 
crofs-dollars, mentioned in the faid proclamation, according to the refpe&ive 
juantities thereof. And for more lull fatisfaction to his majefties people, we 
10 hereby publilh and declare, that all and Angular the feveral forts and kinds 
of the faid 'Mexico pieces, commonly called Pillar-pieces, that now are, or 
hereafter mail be brought into this kingdom, fhaH from henceforth be allowed 
and pafs in all payments, as well to and from his majefty, as otherwife how- 
foevcr, as currant money within this kingdome as fully and freely as if the 
fame were fterling money, and currant of and in England, at fuch weights 
and rates refpectively, as the faid Mexico or Civil pieces, Rix-dollars, or crofs- 
dollars, 'are by the faid late -proclamation refpeclively to pafs. And we do 
hereby declare, that.no payment thereof fhall be made unto his majefty, nor 
any perlbn or perfons of what quality, nation or condition foever, fhall be in- 
forced to receive any of the faid Mexico- pieces, commonly called Pillar-pieces, 
in any payment or payments whatfoever or otherwife, unlefs the whole piece 
thereof mall weigh feventeen penny-weight troy weight, and the lefler pieces 
thereof ratably and proportionably any thing herein contained to the contrary 
notwithftanding. Given at the council-chamber in Dublin, the nineteenth day 
of September, 1662. Godfave the King. 

By the Lord Lieutenant and council. 

A. D. Effex. 

t'o 3 B Whereas information is given to us, the Lord Lieutenant and 

^ ' "Council, that of late divers great fums of money have been fecretly con- 
No. i^.veyed and tranfportcd out of this kingdom, contrary to the laws and ftatutes 
now in force in this realm, prohibiting the fame, to the great impoverifhing 
of this realm, and final confumption of the treafure thereof, if fpeedy reme- 
dy be not herein provided : We taking the fame into confederation, have 
thought fitt ftrictly to charge and command, that all and every the laws, 
ftatutes, and ordinances heretofore made for keeping the coins of this realm 
within the fame, fhall be henceforth firmly and inviolably obferved and 
kept, according to the tenor of them, and that no perfon whatfoever fhall 
hereafter attempt to convey, carry or fend, or caufe to be conveyed, ear- 
ned, 
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ryed, or fcnt out of this realm of Ireland, any money currant within this realm, 
nor any plate, bullion, gold or • filver, wrought or unwrought, without the 
licence of us, the Lord Lieutenant and Council, excepting onely fo much as . 
fhall be neceflary for, his reafonable expences, which he (hall be bound to 
confefs and difcover whenfoever. he fhall be thereunto warned or charged by 
any of his maj cities fearchers, under pain oT incurring the forfeiture in and 
by faid laws and ftatutes limited and appointed, the fame being the for- 
feiture of the value of the money fo carryed'out of the realm, whereof the 
difcoverer is by the faid ftatutes to have the fourth part in fuch manner, as 
in the* faid ftatutes is exprefled. And we do hereby ftrictly charge and com* 
mand all fearchers of his majefties ports in this realm, and all others to whorrr 
' it fhall appertain, that they be careful and vigilant in and about the full ex- 
ecution ot all and fmgular the laws and ftatutes now in force in this king- 
dom, againft the exportation of gold and filver out of this realm, according 
to the purport of them, as they tender their duty to his majefty,- and will 
anfwer the contrary at their perils: Given at the Council-chamber in Dublin, 
m the twenty-eighth day of July, 1673. 

By the Lord Lieutenant and 'Coyncil. , A. 0. 

EfTex. ,6 7S- * 

No. LX. Whereas divers perfons, in. all or moft of the cities, corporate ^ ' 
and market towns in this kingdom, have taken aliberty without any rcftraint, No. 149. 
to make in very great quantities a kind of brafs'or copper tokens, with fuch 
ft amps as they pleafed, and vented them to the people, fome of the faid 
tokens for a penny, and fome others for a half-peny each piece, to the great 
grievance of his majefties fu ejects •, wfc therefore do by this our proclamation, 
in his majefties name, ftrictly charge and require all perfons whatfoever, from 
henceforth to forbear to make or ftamp, or caufe to be made or ftamped, 
any rjrafs or coppeif, cV other tokens whatfoever, without fpecial licence from , 
his majefty in that behalf, and hereof they may not fail, as they will anfwer 
the contrary at their perils. Given at the Council-chamber in Dublin, the 
feventeenth day of October, 1673. 

Dublin Caftle, Fthn ^ 74. A, a 
To the Lord Ranelagh. „ 1674. 

My Lord. • • • . . • . . Erffc 

No. LXI. Among the directions I lent by your lordfhip, there was one ten> ^st. 
concerning Fanhings, fince you went there hath been a propofall offered to 
me which feems to be more reafonable than that which we difcourfed when 
your lordfhip was here, I have therefore enclofed it to be confidered on your 
fide. ' • . 

I am your moft faithfull hufnble fervant, 

To Yiis excellency the Lord Lieutenant and Council. 
It is humbly offered by the undertakers to furnifh this kingdome with cop- 
per farthings and half- pence of the fame weight and finenefs with thofe of 

S England, 

1 
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England, and by midfummcr next to import fuch a quantitie of copper blockii 
or chipps as may polfible with two prefles, to be coyned by the Jpring en- 
fueing. 

The undertakers do further promife to be at all the charges of coynage, 
both for inftrumcnts, materialls, workmen, and others employed therein, as 
alfoe to be att all the hazard by fea or otherwife, for bringing in fuch a quan- 
tity of copper, and to give fuch impreflion or (lamp as his Excellencie and 
this honourable board lhall think fitt. 

But whereas the copper blocks when brought from Sweden will coft within 
three pence half penny the poftnd weight of what they pafs for when coyned, 
which is but little more than will pay the coynage and charges thereof, which 
his majeftie takeing into confideration, ordered the fumme of fifteen thoufand 
pounds to pay for copper blocks to carry on the faid work in England, and 
thofe undertakers not infilling upon any advance money, do in lieu thereof, 
" crave an allowance of four hundred pounds per annum fallery, for three years, 
towards the charge and intereft of their dilburfemcnts, and that the copper 
to be imported for this his majeftie's fervice may be freed from the dutys of 
cuftomes and excife, as the fame is alfoe allowed in England. 
Ibidem. To Mr. fecrctary Coventry. Dublin Callle, Feb** ^ y$. 

Sir, ••••»••••*•••••••• 

No. LXII. By a letter of his majeftie's, dated 31 Aug. 72, power is 
given to my felfe and the counccll here to raife the value of foreigne coyne ; 
the words of the letter are thefe. * As to what you and our councell there 
propofc in your letter of raifing foreigne coyne, we have confidered of that 
matter, and are of opinion with advice of our councell, and accordingly we 
will that you and the councell doe prepare fuch a proclamation for the raife- 
ing or abatcing foreigne coynes as you lhall judge expedient for the good of 
that our kingdome, but that you forbare to iflue it till you mall have fine tranf- 
mitted the fame hether to us for our view and approbation.' Here are a lort 
of Portugal money called crulados weighing fourteen penny weight ; there are 
alfoe another fpecies of crufados weighing but eleven penny weight, which 
two forts have of late gone promifcuoufly at three {hillings a piece, the reafon 
of it was this, thofe of fourteen penny weight being the onely fort which 
then came over hither were by public proclamation appointed to pals at 
three /hillings and eight pence. The merchants who traded into thofe coun- 
trys bringing over a great quantity of the worfer fort, the ftamps whereof 
being like, uttered them at three (hillings and eight pence, but the people 
finding the fraud, and that thefe wanted in them one fifth part of the filver 
would take neither the one or the other at more then three (hillings, lb as the 
inconvenience from hence arifes that when any of the weightier fort are given 
in payment, the goldfmiths finding their profit melt them down, by which 
means the coyne is diminifiied. Now there being a confiderable trade between 
this kingdome and Portugall, and probable fome quantity of this money will 
be brought over. We have confidered the matter, and doe conceive it for the 

benefit 
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benefit of the country that this money have it's due value according to its 
feveral fpeeies, the plate pieces of Mexico, weighing feventeen penny weight, 
which is the general! money of the kingdome, and therefore may properly be 
taken for a ftandard to the reft, pafs for four (hillings and nine pence, at 
which rate a Portugal piece weighing fourteen penny weight, confidering weight 
and finenefc of filver, is worth near three (hillings and eleven pence, but to 
avoid fractions in payments the proclamation fixes it at three (hillings andj 
ten pence, and in regard we doe limit it to the full weight there cannot \» 
either injuftice or inconvenience in any kind to raife it to this value •, and fof 
your better information I have herewith inclofed a piece of each coyne, you 
may pleafe to propofe it to his majeftie that I may nave his approbation, ac- 
cording to forme for iffueing out his proclamation, fcfr. 

I am your moft faithfull humble fervant, 

Effex. 

By the Lord Lieutenant and Councell. 
Whereas the Kings moft excellent majeftie being informed, that there is a 
great fcarcitie of coyne in this his majefties kingdom of Ireland, and that by 
_ means thereof all commerce in courfe is much hindred, and many inconve- 
niencies may befall the publick if fome timely remedy be not applyed, and it 
being offered to his majeftie, as a prefent expedient, that the values of fome 
fort of foreigne coyne which have been lately made currant in this kingdome 
may be raifed to a higher rate. And his majeftie haveing been gratioufly 
plcafed to take the fame into his princely confideration, and by letters under 
his royall fignett and figne manual!, bearing date at his court at Whitehall, 
to (ignifie unto us his royall will and pleafure, that we (hould raife that fort 
of foreigne coyne, commonly called Portugall Crufados, weighing fourteen 
penny weight, from three (hillings unto three (hillings and ten pence, and the 
halfe Portugall Crufados, weighing feven penny weight unto one (hilling ele- 
ven pence, and that we (hould caufe his majefties good pleafure therein (ig- 
nified towards his good people, to be made publick, and the faid foreigne 
pieces of coyne to be made currant, according to the rate aforefaid, within 
this his majefties kingdom of Ireland. Now we the Lord Lieutenant and 
Councell, in all humble obedience to his majefties roy?!! commands, doe 
hereby publilh and declare, that all and Angular thele pieces of foreigne 
coyne, commonly called the Portugall Crufados, weighing fourteen penny 
weight, which now are, or (hall at any time, from and after the date of this 
proclamation, be brought into this kingdom, (hall from and after the date of 
this our proclamation, be allowed, accepted, and pafs in all payments, as 
well to and from his majeftie as otherwife however, between party and party 
as currant moneys within this kingdome, at the rate of three (hillings and 
ten pence, as fully and freely to all intents and purpofes as if the fame were 
fterling and currant moneys of and in England, and that the halfe Portugall 
Crufados, weighing feven penny weight be allowed, accepted, and pafs in all 
payments at the rate of one (hilling and eleven pence currant money in like 

S 2 manner, 
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manner, to all intents and purpoles within this kingdom, as if the lame were 
fterling money currant of and in England •, and in cafe any of the faid pieces 
made currant by this proclamation, lhall want of the weight therein laid 
downe for the laid pieces refpe&ively, that then there be allowance 'given of 
three pence for each penny weight, being twenty-four graines fo wanting in 
any of the aforefaid pieces refpe&ively, and fo proportionablv for greater or 
Jeller want of weight in the faid pieces, and in cafe fuch defect of weight as 
aforefaid, lhall be fupplied in manner as aforefaid, then and in fuch cafe every 
pecce fo defective in weight as aforefaid, mail be allowed, and pals in all pay- 
ments, as well to and from his majeftic, or otherwife however, as currant 
money within this kingdome as fully and freely as if the fame were fterling 
money currant of and in England. And we doe hereby declare, that no payment 
(hall be made unto his majeftie, nor any pcrfon or perfons of what quality, 
nation, or condition foever, (hall be forced to receive any of the fever al pieces 
of coyne aforefaid, in any payment or payments whatfoever, or otherwife, 
unlefs every fuch piece as aforefaid be of the weight abovemehtioned for fuch 
piece, or unlefs fuch allowance be given for defect of weight as aforefaid, 
and we require all maiors, Iherifls, portreevs, bayliffs, and all other chiefe . 
officers of corporations, and all Juftices of peace, upon any difference arife- 
ing or concerning the palling 01 any the pieces of filver formerly, and in this 
proclamation mentioned, to pafs in manner as aforefaid, and in cafe of defect 
of weight, with the refpe&ive allowances aforefaid, that in all and every fuch 
cafes of difference they and every of them doe determine fuch differences ac- 
cording to the rates given by this proclamation. Given, (dc. 

iA. D. By the Lords Juftices and Council. 

1675. Mich. Dublin, C. Art. Forbefe. 
CO. B. No. LXIII. Whereas information is given unto us, the Lords Juftices and 
No u8. Council, that divers great fummes of money have been of late fecretly con- 
veyed and tranfported out of this kingdom, contrary to the laws and ftatutes 
now in force, prohibiting the fame, to the great impoverifhing of the realm, 
and final confumption of the treafure thereof, if not fpeedily prevented : Now 
we the Lords Juftices and Council, taking the fame into our confederation, 
have thought fit to will and require, and to hereby ftridrly charge and com- 
mand, that all and every the laws, ftatutes, and ordinances heretofore made 
for the keeping the coyns of this realm within the fame, be henceforth due- 
Iy and inviolably obferved, according to the tenor of them, and that no per- 
lon or perfons whatfoever, lhall hereafter attempt to convey, carry or fend, 
or caufe to be conveyed, carryed or fent out of this realm, any money what- 
foever, currant within this realm, nor any plate, bullion, gold or filver, 
wrought or unwrought, without the licence of us, the Lords Juftices and 
Council, excepting onely lb much as lhall be neceflary for his and their rea- 
fonable expences, which he and they lhall be bound to confefs and difcover, 
whenfoevcr they lhall be thereunto warned or charged by any of his majefties 
fearchcrs, under pain of incurring the forfeitures in and by the faid laws and 

ftatutes 
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ftatutes limited and appointed, the fame being the forfeiture of the yalue of 
the money fo cartyed out of the realm, whereof the difcovcrer is by the 
faid ftatutes to have one fourth part, in fuch manner as in the faid ftatutes 
is exprefled, -which we mall take care for their incouragement (hall be duely 
fatisfied accordingly : And we do hereby further require, and ftri&ly charge 
and command all fearchers of his majefties ports in this realm, and all others 
his majeftit s officers and miniftcrs to whom it /hall appertain, that they and 
every of them be carefull and vigilant in and about the full and due execu- 
tion of all and Angular the laws and ftatutes now in force in this kingdom, 
againit fuch as (hall export any gold or filver out of this realm, againft the 
purport and tenor of the faid ftatutes, and that they endeavour to bring them 
to condign punilhment for the fame, as they tender their duty to Ws ma- 
jefty, and will anfwer the contrary at their utmoft peril. Given at the Coun- 
cil-chamber in Dublin, the fix and twentieth day of July, 1675. 

By the Lord Lieutenant and Council. A. D. 

EfTex. »g7- 
No. LXIV. Whereas we are informed, that divers merchants, ft rangers and £ ' 
others, have lately brought into this kingdom, feveral pieces of Dutch coync,Na 212. 
commonly known by the name of New-lyon dollars, ftamped with a lyon 
rampant on the one fide, and a man with an efchutchion covering his lower 
parts, and a lyon charged in it on the other fide, coyned in the years 1674, 
1675, or 1676, with this motto, Confidens Domino non movetur, and the year 
of our Lord in the fame round, with the motto over the head of the lyon, 
and that they by themfelves, their agents, or factors, have difperfed and 
uttered the fame in payments amongft his majefties fubjec~ts, at the rate of 
foure /hillings and nine pence per piece, as money allowed to be UTued in trade 
and commerce. And whereas we have caufed force of the faid pieces to 
be tryed and eflayed by the eflay m after of this city, and do find that the 
faid pieces are worfe than his majefties ftandard of England, by two ounces 
five penny weight upon the pound weight \ and that thefe new dollars are 
intnnikally worth no more than three (hillings and foure pence one farthing 
fterling, and (in proportion to the Spanifh money commonly current here) 
worth three (hillings and nine pence. And whereas none of the faid pieces, 
nor any of that kind and fpecies have been at any time allowed by his ma- 
jeftie, or by proclamation from us the Lord Lieutenant, or any of his majef- 
ties former chief governors and council of this kingdom, to pafs as current 
money within this kingdom, and yet are commonly paid off (as we arc in- 
formed) at the rate atortfaid. Now we the Lord Lieutenant and Council, 
duely weighing the premifles, and the many inconveniencies which by fuch 
fraudulent practices may befall his majefties good fubje&s if not timely pre- 
vented, have thought fit to publifh and make known the fame by this our 
proclamation, and hereby to caution and advife, that none of the officers or 
minifters of his majefties revenue, or any other pcrfon or perfbns of what 
nature, quality, or condition foever he be, is, or are, by any law, required or 
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inforccd to take or receive any of the faid pieces, commonly called New 
lyon dollars, ftamped in manner aforefaid, in any payment or payments what- 
foever, and hereof we require all manner of perfons, who are or Ihall be there 
in any wife concerned, to take fpecial notice at their perils. Given at the 
Council-chamber in Dublin, the ninth day of April, 1077.. • 

A. Q. Abflract of a patent of King Charles II. to Sir Thomas Armftrong and 
1680. colonel Legg» for coining copper half-pence. 
Auditor** No. LXV. Charles the fecond, &c. Whereas we did, by our letters patterns 

xxvii' lib ' under our 6 rcat feale °f En g land tnc fourteenth of December in the twelfth 
p * year of our raigne, grant unto Sir Thomas Armftrong, knight, lately de- 
ceafed, full power, Qc. for coyning farthing tokens of copper, and whereas 
Sir Thomas Armftrong, knight, his fon hath humbly petitioned and repre- 
fented unto us, that neither his father nor himfelf were ever admitted to make 
ufe of the faid grant, nor obtayne allowance from the chief governor of Ireland 
to ifTue the faid farthing tokens as our royall coyne amongft our fubjects of 
that kingdom, and that having laid out confiderable fums of money for cop- 
per and the working thereof into farthings, and other incidentall charges they 
have fufteyned great lode and damage ; in confideration whereof we do here- 
' by, with the advice and confent of our beloved cozen and counfellor James 
duke of Ormonde, our lord lieutenant general and general governor of Ireland, 
for us, our heirs and fucccflbrs, grant, and by thefe our letters patterns, give unto 
the faid Sir Thomas Armftrong and colonel George Legg, their heirs^executors, 
adminiftrators and afligns, full power, fcjV . during the terme of twenty-one years 
from the date hereof to make and coyn fuch quantity of copper halt-pence, as 
they may conveniently iflue during the faid terme among our fubje&s of Ireland. 
The faid copper half-pence to be made of copper by engines, having on one fide 
the figure or effigies of our head ftampt thereon, and on the other fide the im- 
preffion of an harpe crowned, with this inferiprion round before and on the re- 
verfe, Carolus fecundus Dei gratia magn. Brittan^ Franc. & Hibern. Rex t and each 
to weigh one hundred and feven grains troy weight : which copper half-pence we 
do hereby for us, our heirs and fuccefiors, ordayne fhall pafs and be generally ufed 
between man and man as half-pence within this kingdom of Ireland ; forbidding 
all other perfons whatfoever to make or counterfeit, or import fuch copper half 
pence or engines, under paine of forfeiture of the fame, or fuch other punifhe- 
ments as the law may inflict. All officers, juftices and magiftrates ordered to 
be aiding and aflifting the faid Sir Thomas Armftrong and colonel George 
Legg, in the due execution of the premifies ; they paying unto us, our heirs 
andlucceflbrs, yearly, dureing the abovefaid term, the fum of fixteen pound 
thirteen millings and four pence fterling, in two payments, viz. on the twenty 
fourth of June and twenty-fifth of December. The faid pattentees to have 
all the profits arifeing from the faid coynage, and to be at any time ready to 
deliver the fum of twenty fhillings in copper half-pence for every twenty 
(hillings in fterling money, which any of our fubjefts of Ireland fhall be will- 
ing 
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ing to give or difburfe for the fame, and to repay twenty lhillings in fterling 
money for every twenty (hillings of the faid half-pence as mall be brought to 
them. Convenient quantities of the faid half-pence to be fent to as many 
cities, towns, and other places in Ireland as they mall think fit. Witneis 
our faid Lieutenant generall and generall governor of our faid kingdom of 
Ireland, at Dublin, the eighteenth day of May, in the thirty-fecond year of 
our reign. 

Domvile, 

By the Lord Lieutenant and Council. 
Ormonde. * 6g ~ 
No. LXVI. Whereas his majefty, by letters patents under his great feal ofc. o. B. 
Ireland, bearing date the eighteenth day of May, in the two and thirtieth year A. 43. 
of his reign, hath been gracioufly pleafcd to grant unto Sir Thomas Arm-P« J 7'- 
ftrong, knight, and colonel GeOrge Legg, their executors, adminiftrators and 
afligns, full, free, and abfolute licence, power and authority, that they by 
themfelves, or by their fufficient deputy or deputies, workmen and fervants, 
mould (during the terme of one and twenty years, to commence from the 
date of the faid letters patents) make in fome convenient place or places, at 
his or their and every of their pleafures and appointement fuch quantity of 
half-pence of copper, as might by them be UTued amongft his majefties fub- 
je£bs in this his majefties realm of Ireland, during the time aforefaid, and 
them to utter, ifiiie, difperfe, and difpofe of within and throughout the faid 
.kingdom. And to the intent the faid copper half-pence might be diftinguifh- 
ed from any other which have been made or might happen to be made in any 
other place or places whatfoever, hath declared his royal will and pleafure, 
and commanded that the faid half-pence mould be made of copper, haveing 
on the one fide, the figure or effigies of his majefties head ftampt in copper, 
and on the other fide the ftamp or imprefs of an harp crowned, with this in- 
fcription round before and on the reverie fide, Carolus fecundus Dei gratia Magna 
Britannia Francia &f Hibernia Rex. And whereas his majefty, in and by his 
faid testers pattents, hath willed and ordained that the faid copper half-pence 
fo made {hould weigh, each half-peny, one hundred and ten grains troy weight, 
and that fche fame mould be generally ufed by all his fubjects, and others in 
this his kingdom of Ireland, as tokens of the value of half-pence within this 
kingdom ; and to the intent that the faid Sir Thomas Armftrong and George 
Legg, their executors, adminiftrators and afligns, refpeftively, might have 
andenjoy the full advantage, benefit and promt intended them by his ma- 
jefties faid gram, his majefty hath gracioufly pleafed, in and by his letters 
patents, ftraightly to forbid and prohibit all and every perfon and perfons 
whatfoever, other than he the faid Sir Thomas Armftrong and the faid George 
Legg, their executors, adminiftrators and affigns, their deputies, agents and 
fervants, to make or counterfeit any fuch copper half-pence, or to make or 
ufe any engines, ftamps or inftruments, whereby they may be made, or to 
make or ufe any other tokens, engines, ftamps or inftruments, in refemblance 
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of them, or any other tokens whatfdever, or to ufe or utter any other half 
penny tokens, pence or farrhing tokens, or copper pieces, or brafs pieces, or 
pieces 'of any other metal, which have been or fhall be made for tokens, for 
the ufe of any part of his majefties dominions, or any parts beyond the feas, 
or which ihall have been made, either before, or fball be 'made after, the 
date of his majefties "faid letters patents, within this his majefties faid kingdom 
of Ireland, or in any other parts, or to import or bring into this his majefties 
realm of - Ireland, any half pence, pence, or farthing tokens, or copper qr 
brafs pieces, or pieces of any other metal, which have been or fhall be made 
.in any parrs beyond The feas, to be ufed as tokens, upon pain of forfeiture 
of all fuch half penny tokens, farthing tokens, or other tokens, or pieces of 
copper or brafs, or other metal, which hath been or (hall be made and ufed 
as tokens, and of all fuch engines, ftamps, and inftruments, as fhould be lb 
made, ufed, pr Jbuftd, contrary to his majefties faid letters patents, and upon 
fuch further pains, penalties and imprifonments, as by the laws and ftatutes 
of this realm, and by his majefties prerogative royal, may be inflicted upon 
fuch perfons for their contempt and breach of his majefties royal commands 
in this behalf, the one moyety of all fuch forfeitures, to be to his majeftie, 
his heirs and XuccelTors, and the other moyety to the faid Sir Thomas Arrn- 
ftrong and George"Legg y their executors, adminiftrators and afligns refpec- 
tively. And whereas Jus majefty, in and by his faid letters parents, hath 
further granted unto the faid Sir Thomas Armftrong and George Legg, their 
executors, achniniftrators and afligns, refpectively, that they by thcmfelves, 
their deputies, fervants and agents, or any of them, may from time to time, 
and at all times, during the faid term of twenty-one years (calling a conftable 
or other officer with him or them) enter into any fhip, bottom, veflel or 
boat*' or irito any houfe, fhop, cellar, warehoufe, or any other place whatfo- 
ever, within this kingdom, where they or any of them ihall nave caufe to 
make fearch by water or land' (as welfr within liberties as without) and there 
to try and fearch by v all ways and means for all counterfeit half-pence, far- 
thing tokens, ahd pence, and other tokens of brafs or copper, or other metal 
whatfoever, which nave been made or fhall be ufed as tokens, or any engines, 
ftamps, or inftruments, that arc already made, or fhall at any time after the 
date of his majefties faid letters patents be made for the making, coyning, 
ftamping or calling of any farthing tokens, half-pence or pence whatfoever, 
or as fhall be brought from other parts of his majefties dominions, or the 
parts beyond the feas, or found to be made within his majefties faid realm 
of Ireland, contrary to the meaning of his majefties faid letters patents, and 
that finding any fuch tokens, copper or brafs pieces, inftruments, ftamps or 
engines, to arreft, feize, and carry away and detain the fame, to the ufes in 
his majefties letters patents beforcmentioned. Thefc are therefore, in his . 
majefties name, ftraigntly to command and forbid all manner of perfons what- 
foever, that they and every of them do forbear to import, make, ftamp, 
caft, coyn, utter, ox receive, any copper half-pence, or copper pence, or far- 
thing 
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thing tokens, or any otlier tokens whatfoever, of any fort of metal, or pieces 
of copper or brafs by way of change or" o'therwife, or to have or ufe an^" .» 
engines, /lamps or inftrumcnts, • whereby fuch copper half-pence, or. pence*, 
or farthing toKens, or other piece. of copper or brafs may be (lamped, coined, N 
made, or uttered, or ufed amongft his majefty's fubjecls-in this kingdom, 
contrary to his majeftics will and pleafure declared in and by his majefties faid 
letters patents, as they will anfwef the Contrary at their utmoft perils, fave 
only the faid Sir Thomas Armftrong and the faid colonel George Legg, their" 
deputies agents and fervants, who are hereby required to make fuch a conve- , 
nient quantity of the faid copper half-pence ' lor the ufe- of his majefties 
fubjects, and to take care that each of them do weigh one hundred and ten - 
grains troy weight, as in his majefties letters patents are directed, and" to , , 

lend fuch proportions of them into as many cities, burroughs, corporate and . 
market towns of this kingdom, as they thall think convenient for the ufe of . 
his majefties fubjedte, in this kingdom, the fame to be left in the hands of - ^ 

fome difcrcet perfon or perfons whom they /hall appoint to^ be vended and 
uttered amongft the inhabitants of the refpeftivecities, burroughs, counties 
and places of this* realm •, and in cafe any of his majefty's fubje&s (hall hap- 
pen to be furcharged, m the COurfe of their trades, with more of the faid 
copper half-pence, than they can utter, then the faid Sir Thomas Armftrong, 
and the faid colonel George Legg, their deputies, agents and .fervants, are in 
purfuance of his majefties faid letters patents hereby required to deliver at any 
time during the time aforefaid,. the fumme of twenty fhillings, currant monies, 
for every fumme of twenty one millings retwneA in the fame copper half-pence 
unto fuch perfon and perfons who (hall fo happen to be furcharged, and fo af- 
ter that rate for all greater fummes. And we do further, in his majefties name, 
ftraightly command and require, that the aforefaid copper half-pence, which 
have been and lhall be made, by his majefties royal authority, according to his 
majefties faid grant (and no other token whatfoever) be uttered, ufed, received, 
accepted and taken in all dealings, whereby exchange of fmall money is 
neceftary between man and man, as currant monies, according to the value 
of half-pence, within this kingdom. Yet fo as none of his majeftics fubje&s 
are hereby compelled to receive of the faid copper half-pence in any pay- 
ment of money above five fhillings in one hundred pounds, and fo propor- 
tiohably in all greater or leffer fummes : And the chief officers and gover- . 
nours, with the miniftcrs and conftables of all. places within this realm re- , 
fpeftively, and alfo the farmers, collectors and receivers of his majefties reve- 
nue of this kingdom fo'r the time being, are hereby required to endeavour 
that the faid copper half-pence may be uttered and vdifperfed throughout the 
kingdom •, and that they b>c freely received and pafs in ufe betwixt man and 
man for the value of half-pence in the way of exchange, as is before exprefTed. 
And we do further, in his majefties name, ftraightly charge and command all 
and fingular mayors, fhcrifrs, juftices of the peace, conftables, headboroughs, 
controllers, cuftomers, arid fearcherr, and all others his majefties officers and 

T minifters, , 
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miniflers, to whom it fhall or may appertain, to be aiding and aflifting in alF 
lawful and convenient manner unto the laid Sir Thomas Armftrong and colonel 
George Legg, their executors, adminiftrators and afligns, and their and every 
of their deputies, factors, agents and fcrvaitts, in the due execution of the 
prcmuTcs, upon pain of his majefties high difpleafure, and fuch punifhments and. 
imprifonments, as by the laws and ftatutcs of this realm, and his majefties 
prerogative royal, can or may be- inflicted upon them for their contempt in 
that behalf. Given at the Council-chamber in Dublin, the nineteenth day of 
July, 1680. 

*^ D - By the Lord Deputy and council. 

C O B Arran. 

A. 43. No -. LXVI1. Whereas many and great inconveniencies have happened to 
his majefties fubjects of this kingdom, by the difference of weights that have 
been of late made ufe of for the weighing of fuch forreign coyn, as hath 
been made currant here by proclamation, as alfo by the bringing over into 
this kingdom great quantities of Peru pieces of eight, which for fome 
time did commonly pal's without any regard to their weight, for four (hillings 
and fix pence a piece, which was more than their real value, and of late many 
of them have been refufed to be taken for more than three (hillings, or three 
(hillings and fix pence a piece, which is lefs than their real value, whereby 
many of his majefty's fubjects have been at great lofs, which hath been 
chiefly occafioned for want of taking due notice of the feveral proclamations 
now i» force, whereby fuch forreign coyn is made currant, which are molt 
of them out of print, and not eafily to be had -, and we being defirous to 
remedy a mifchief that may prove Co prejudicial to the trade and traftique of 
this kingdom, by fuch incertainty in the coyn now currant here ; have thought 
fit by this our proclamation, to declare at what rates all forts of forreign 
coyne, by the leveral proclamations now in force are to pafs amongft his 
majefties fubjects in this kingdom, which are as followeth. Sec page 56. 

And in cafe any of the aforefaid pieces of gold or filver, (hall want of the 
weight herein laid down on the faid pieces relpectively, then allowance is to 
be given of two pence for each grain fo wanting in any piece of the kinds 
of gold aforefaid refpectively, and three pence for each penny weight fo 
wanting in any piece of the kinds of filver aforefaid refpectively, and fo pro- 
portionably for greater or lcfier wants of weight in the faid pieces : and in 
cafe fuch defect of weight as aforefaid, (hall be fupplied in manner as afore- 
faid, then and in fuch cafe every piece fo defective in weight as aforefaid is to 
be allowed and to pafs in all payments, as well to and from his majefty as 
otherwife howfoever as currant money within this kingdom, as fully and as 
freely as if the fame were fterling money, and currant of and in England. 
And we do alfo hereby declare, that all the aforefaid forts of forreign coyn 
being (landing weight, are to pafs, and are to be paid and received at the 
rates abovemtntioned, and any fuch coyns not weighing down the fcales in 
the weighing thereof, is not to be any caufe for the refufal thereof at the 

rates 



Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. *4* 

herein abovementioned. As alfo that every perfon receiving any mo- 
ney (hall receive by what fide of the fcales he pleafes, if he ufes thofe of the 
payer, and if he ufes his own, then he is to receive by which fide the payer 
lhall think - proper to diredt. • And to the end there may be no incertainty 
in the weights of money, we do hereby further decJare, that we have direc- 
ted ail the weights that are neceflary for the faid filver coyn, to be exa&ty 
made by Henry Paris and John Cuthbeard, of the city of Dublin, the ftampf 
to be flat, and the circle to be fmooth and polifhed, that no dull may gather 
in, and each weight to.'be ftampt with the number of the penny weights it 
bears on one fide, and the crown and harp on the other fide, where the 
fame may be had at rcafonable rates, not exceeding twelve pence for all the 
weights being eight in. number, viz. for the ducatoon, half-ducatoon, for the 
whole plate and Peru pieces, and half and quarter pieces thereof, a two penny 
weight, a penny weight, and an half-penny weight, which are all that will be 
necelfary for weighing the feveral forts of filver coyn that do now commonly 
pafs in this kingdom. And we have ordered a ftandart of all forts of the faid 
weights for filver coyn to be left in the hands of the refpedtive fheriffs 
of the feveral counties of this kingdom, and alfo in the hands of the refpec- 
tive mayors, and other chief magiftratcs of the feveral cities and corpora- 
tions of this kingdom, by whom the fame are to be left in fucceflion with the 
next fucceeding fherifFs, mayors, and other magiftrates, to the end that all 
differences that (hall happen about any weights for money, may thereby be 
cither determined or prevented. And in cafe any perfon or perfons fhall either 
pay or receive any money by ««ny other weight than fuch as (hall be agreea- 
ble to the weights fo to be left in the faid fheriffc, mayors, and other chief 
magiftrates hands, they are to be proceeded againft and puniflied according 
to the law, as keepers and ufers of falfe and unlawfull weights. Given at 
the Council-chamber in Dublin, the fixth day of June, 1683. 

God fave the King. 

AbftraA.of a deed of aflignement of a power to coyn half-pence to Sir ^. D. 
John Knox, knight. 1680. 

No. LXVIII. This indenture, made the feventeenth day of June, in the ?. 0, M? ffic 
thirty-fecond of King Charles II. &?c. between Sir Thomas Armftrong, knight, ^ *' 
&c. George Legg, Efcn &fr. the right honourable Richard Earl of Arran, and Csr. II. 
Sir Nicholas Armorer, knight, fcff. on the one part, and John Knox, of the inrol a J* 
city of Dublin, alderman, of the other part. Whereas the faid Sir Thomas £'_.P- «• 
Armftrong, knight, deceafed, and the laid George Legg, did obtain from 
his majefty a reference to James duke of Ormond, lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land, for renewing a patent formerly granted to the faid Armftrong for 
making farthing tokens in Ireland. And whereas the faid Thomas Arm- 
ftrong and George Legg, by writing Under their hands and feals, the twenty 
ninth of November, 1678, did conftirute, csV. Richard Earl of Arran, and 
Sir Nicholas Armorer, their attorneys, &e. to get the faid reference, and ob- 
tain f rom the Duke of Ormond, allowance for palling fuch new grant for the 

T 2 making 
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making farthing tokens and half-pence, and UTuing the fame in Ireland, and 
furrendering the former patent, and to treat and conclude with any perfon, 
for their intereft in the laid new patent {when pall) by agreement either by 
yearly income, rent, or for fuch fum of money as they their faid attornies (hall 
think fit, and to perfect, &c. fuch deed, &V. as (hall be requifite, tfc. in 
confideration of which care, the faid Armftrong and Lege, did grant to 
the faid Earl of Arran and Nicholas Armorer, one third part of all the profits 
of fuch letters patents, after deduction of all charges relating to the fame, fcfe. 
And whereas his majefty, &c. by his letters patents, &V. ot the eighteenth o£ 
May laft paft, hath given, &c. to the faid Sir Thomas Armftrong and colo- 
nel George Legg, full and abfolute power, &c . during the tearme therein 
mentioned to make, fcrV. fuch quantities of half-pence of copper, &c. (recites 
the whole patent.) Now this indenture witnefleth, that the faid Sir Thomas 
Armftrong, George Legg, Richard Earl of Arran, and Sir Nicholas Armorer, 
in confideration of the fum of one thoufand five hundred pounds of lawfull mo- 
ney, &c. well and truly paid, fcff. by the faid John Knox, have granted and fet 
over, &V. to the faid John Knox, &c. all fuch power, 13c. to coin, ftamp, 
cWperfe, utter, of copper half-pence within the kingdom of Ireland as are 
granted to them, &rV. in and by the laid recited letters patents, in as full, 
ifc. manner, &c. as they, &c. might or could doe by the faid letters patents ; to 
have, &c. all and lingular the faid powers, fcf c . receive, fcf c . all fuch profits, . 
as mall be made, £?<■. during the remainder of the faid twenty-one years. And 
the faid John Knox, &c. doth covenant, fcf<\ during the faid term to pay, 
&fr. perform, all the rents, rcfervations, fcfe. And the faid Sir Thomas 
Armftrong, 6f*. for themfelves, 13c. do covenant, that they will at any 
time hereafter, during the faid term, at the coft of the faid John Knox, pro- 
cure as often as lhall be necefiary, from the chief governor of Ireland, a pro- 
clamation for the better execution of the faid letters patents, and the palling 
of the faid half-penny tokens, and fupprefling all other tokens, inftruments, 
t3c . And that if the faid Armftrong, fcfr. doe, within the laid term, procure 
any other patent, t£c. for coining any other farthing, half-penny or penny, 
that the faid John Knox, lhall have the full benefit thereof, during the 
faid term without any fine, &c. in witnefs whereof, 6?f. 

A. D. Abftracl of a warrant for renewing letters patents to alderman John Knox. 
'^S- James R. 

Dublin. No - Moft r«verend father in God, and right trufty and right well- 

lnrol. 2 beloved coufin and councellor, we greete you well. Whereas the late king, 
Dec. i Jic. fcfe. did by letters patent, fcrV. of the eighteenth of May, 1680, t£c. grant unto 
u - colonel Legg, now lord Dartmouth, and Sir Thomas Armftrong, Qc . power, 
fcfr. to make and . utter fuch a quantity of copper half-pence, as might be 
iflued in Ireland, within the term of twenty-one years, (recites the con- 
ditions of the grant) And whereas John Knox, of Dublin, alderman and 
aiTignee, &c. hath, as we are informed, been at great expence in providing 

copper, 
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copper, and has humbly prayed us that we would accept of a furrender 
of the former patent and to grant him a new one, for the term unexpired 
of the former grant, under the fame yearly rent, reftri&ions, fcfc. as in the 
faid former patents, with this alteration only, of the figure of our head to be 
ftamped on the one fide, and the infcription of, Jacobus Dei gratia magna 
Britania Francia et Hibemia Rex. And wc having referred the confideratjon 
of this matter to our high treafurer of England, and feen his report, toge- 
t . ther with the report of our attorney general of Ireland in the words follow- 
ing, &c. Our will and pleafute is, and wc doe hereby require you, &c. 
that you give fuch orders, &c. for accepting a furrender of the former pa- 
rents, csV. and that thereupon you caufc new letters patents to be forthwith 
parted under the great fealc of that our kingdom, and with the advice of ibme 
our council learned in the law there, containing an effcftual grant from us, 
fcfa. unto the faid John Knox, of a free, licence from us, &c. that 
he the faid John Knox, by himfelf, may, during the number of years 
granted by the former patents yet unexpired, make fuch quantity of half-pence 
of copper, as may be iflued in that our realme, as our lawfull coyne, &c. 
See the abftracl of the patent. Given at our court at Whitehall, the twenty 
third day of October, 1685, in the firft year of our reign. 

By his majefty'e command, 
Sunderland. 

Abftract of a patent King James II. to Sir John Knox, for coining cop- . D 
per half-pence. 

No. LXX. James the fecond, iSc . To all, fcfc. Whereas the late king, Auditor's 
fcfr. did by letters patents bearing date the eighteenth of May in the thirty- offi<*» 
fecond year of his reign did grant unto colonel George Legg, now lord Dart- P* S3* 
mouth, and Sir Thomas Armftrong, deccafed, full power to coin copper half 
pence for the uie of this our kingdom of Ireland. And whereas there is a great 
want of fmall coyne for exchange, and John Knox, alderman, and now 
lord-mayor of the city of Dublin, affignee to the faid lord Dartmouth and 
Sir Thomas Armftrong, hath been at great expence in provideing copper 
and other materials for the making 01 the faid half-pence, and hath fur- 
rendered the former patent ; we do by thefe our letters pattents grant unto 
the faid John Knox, his executors, adminiftrators and afligns, full power, 
during the remainder of the term granted by the above faid former patent to 
coyn luch quantitie of copper half-pence as he can conveniently iiTue among 
our fubje&s of the faid kingdom. The faid half-pence to be made of copper 
by engines, having on one fide the figure or effigies of bur head, and on the 
other fide, the ftamp of an harp crowned, with this infcription round before and 
on the reverie, Jacobus feeundus Dei gratia magna Brittania Francia et Hibernia 
Rex. Which copper half-pence we do hereby for us, our heirs and fuccefiors, 
ordayne mail pais and be generally ufed between man and man as tokens, for 
the value of half-pence, within this kingdom, forbidding all other perlbns 
whatfoever to make, counterfeit, or import, fuch copper half-pence or engines 
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under paine of forfeiture thereof, or fuch other punifhment as the law may 
inflict. All officers, juftices and magiftrates ordered to be aiding and aflifting 
the faid John Knox, in the due execution of the premilFes, he paying unto 
us, 13 c. the fum of fixteen pounds thirteen (hillings and four pence, in two 
payments, t$c. and that he mail have all the promts arifeing from the faid 
coynage, and to be ready at any time to deliver the fum of twenty (hillings of 
the faid copper half-pence for every twenty (hillings in fterling money, which 
any of our (ubjects of Ireland (hall be willing to give or difburfe for the fame, 
and to repay twenty (hillings in fterling money for every twenty (hillings of 
the faid copper half-pence as (hall be brought to him. Convenient quanti- 
ties of the faid half-pence to be fent to as many cities, towns and other 
places, in Ireland, as he (hall think fitt. Witnefs our aforefaid lords juftices 
at Dublin, the twenty-ninth day of December, in the firft year of our raigne. 

Domvillc. 

A.d. By the Lord Deputy and Council. 

1687. Tyrconnel. 
pr. P col- fv T a LXXI. Whereas a proclamation iflued from the late lord deputy 
p C U7* V ant * counc il °f l * us kingdom, concerning, the weighing of fuch forreign coyn 
as hath been made currant here ; which proclamation followeth in thefe words. 
(recites verbatim the above proclamation., which I think needlefs to repeat, 
and then concludes) And whereas we are informed that many of his majefties 
fubjects do not conform themfelves to the rules and directions prefcribed by 
the faid proclamation for the paying and receiving of the faid forraign coyns 
therein mentioned, and do refufe to accept of the payment of the laid coyn 
by (banding weight as by the faid proclamation is directed. And leaft the 
neglect of the due obfervance of the faid proclamation may be occafioned by 
its being now out of print, and not eafily to be had for the perufal of his 
majefties fubjects, we the Lord Deputy and Council have thought fit to caufe 
the fame to be herewith reprinted, and do hereby require all his majefties 
officers, minifters and loving fubjects, whom it may concern, punctually to 
obferve and conform themfelves to the feveral rules and directions prefcribed 
by the aforefaid proclamation, as they will anfwer the contrary at their ut- 
moft perils. Given at the Council-chamber in Dublin, the fixtecnth day of 
January, 1687. 
A. D. By the King. 

i6Sq. James R. 

°- B - No. LXXII. Whereas we have thought fit, by the advice of our privy 
f g44* P- council, to raife the coyn of this our kingdom to a higher value-, we do 
Dr. P. col hereby publifh and declare, by the advice aforefaid, that all forts of coyn 
leflion vj.now currant in this our kingdom, whether forreign or fterling, (hall pafs 
P- 393- amongft all our fubjects within this our realm, and in all payments to be 
made either to us or from us, according to the rates following that is to 
fay. See page 57 and 58. 

And 
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And in cafe any of the aforefaid pieces of gold or filver, which are foreign, 
and outlandifh coyn, lhall want of the weight herein laid on the faid pieces 
refpectively, then allowance is to be given of two pence for each grain fo wan- 
ting in any piece of the kinds of gold aforefaid refpectively, and three pence 
for each penny weight lb wanting in any piece of the kinds of filver afore- 
faid refpectively, and fo proportionally for greater or leffer wants of weight 
in the laid pieces. And in cafe fuch defect of weight as aforefaid lhall be 
fupplied in manner as aforefaid, then and in fuch cafe every piece fo defective 
in weight as aforefaid, and that defect of weight fo fupplied as aforefaid is to 
be allowed, and to pafs in all payments, as well to and from us, as other- 
wife howfoever, as currant money within this our kingdom, as fully and freely 
as if the fame were fterling money, and currant of and in England. And 
we do hereby declare, that all the aforefaid coyn, which are foreign coyn, 
being (landing weight are to pafs, and are to be paid and received at the 
rates herein abovementioned, and that any fuch coyns not weighing down 
the fcales in the weighing thereof is not to be any caufe for the refufal 
thereof at the rates herein abovementioned : As alfo, that every perfon re- 
ceiving any money lhall receive by what fide of fcales he pleafes, if he ufes 
thole of the payer, and if he ufes his own, then he is to receive by which fide 
the payer lhall think fit to direct. And to the end there be no incertainty in 
the weights of money, we do hereby publilh and declare, that the fame me- 
thods be obferved in the faid weights as is directed by proclamation ifiued 
in this kingdom on the fixth day of June, in the year 1683, in the time of 
the governement of Richard Earl of Arran, lord deputy of Ireland. Given 
at our court at Dublin-caftle, the twenty-fifth day of March, 1689, in the 
fifth year of our reign. 

By the King. A jy 

James R. 1689. 
No. LXXIII. Whereas we have, by our royal proclamation formerly C. O. B. 
publilhed and declared, that all forreign coyn now currant in this our kingdom A *^ + * 
fhould pafs amongft our fubjects within this our realm, according to the J> r .p.'col- 
rates in the faid proclamation mentioned. And whereas there is a forreign Icaion, r. 
coyn now in this our kingdom of fmall pieces of filver, called the French P- *• 
three pence half-penny, or the three lou's and half fou's, which fort of coyn 
is omitted in the faid proclamation, fo that it is not yet afcertained at what 
rate the fame lhall pafs : we do therefore hereby publilh and declare, by the 
advice of our privy council, that every piece of the faid fmall pieces of filver 
called the French three pence half penny, or three fou's and half fou's, are to 
pafs for three pence half-penny, and are to be paid and received in all pay- 
ments to be made by us, and to us, or otherwife howfoever, as currant mo- 
ney within this our kingdom at the rates aforefaid. Given at our court at 
our cattle of Dublin, the fourth day of May, 1680, and in the fifth year 
of our reign. 

Jamea . 
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A. D. Tames R. 

1689. n 0 * LXXIV. Our will and pleafure is, that you forthwith goe to the 
or ° d ° crj ° ^ feveral place or places where ftamps, preffes or coyning mills are, which with 
Aud.offic the feveral inftruments belonging to the coynage you are to fecure, under 
Dublin, your refpedtive fcales, in fome fafe place foe as none can come at or meddle 
t- }• with the fame without your confent •, as alfo to fecure, in the fame manner, 
any quantity of brafs or copper callcn, rounded or fitted to the mill, and if 
you mall find any perfons at work at the faid mills, for our fervice, coyning 
brafs or copper money, any two of you mall remain befidc the faid work- 
men to fee that what is coyned bee duely aplyed to our ufe and noe other, 
and at your leaving off the faid coynage, you are to fecure the houfes, tooles 
and inftruments as is abovefaid, taking an exa<ft account of the pieces coyned, 
and fecuring them in the like manner ; you lhall call to the officer of our 
guard for any affi fiance that may be necefTary ; for doing all which this (hall 
bee your warrant. Given at our court at Dublin-cadlc, this nineteenth day 
of June, 1689, and in the fifth year of our reign. 

By his majefty's command, 
Mclford. 

A D. By ^e King. 

1689. James R. 

CO. B. jsfo. LXXV. Whereas, for remedy of the prefent fcarcity of money in 
^g 4 ** this our kingdom, and that our (landing forces may be the better paid and 
Dr. P.cel-fubfifted, and that our fubjects of this realm may be the better enabled to 
leaion, v. pay and difcharge the taxes, excife, cuftoms, rents, and other debts and du- 
**• P« 5- ties, which are or (hall be hereafter payable to us ; we have ordered a cer- 
tain quantity of copper and brafs money to be coyned to pals currant in this 
our kingdom during our pleafure, in fix penny pieces ; each piece having of 
One fide the effigies or figure of our head, with this infeription round, Jacobus 
11 Dei gratia, and upon the other fide, the4lamp or imprelTionof crofs-fecpters 
and a crown between j. r. with vi above* the moneth wherein they are coyned 
below, with this infeription round, Mag. Brit. Fran. fc? Hiber. Rex. 1689, 
and fringed round, each of the faid pieces to be of the metal of copper and 
brafs ; all which pieces of money we have thought fit, by the advice of our 
privy council, to make currant money within this our kingdom. We do 
therefore hereby pubhfli and declare, by the advice aforefaid, that the faid 
pieces of copper and brafs coyned, or hereafter to be coyned by our faid or- 
der marked and (lampt as aforefaid, fhall pafs during our pleafure, as currant 
money amongft all our fubje&s within our realm, and in all payments to be 
made either to us, or from us, or to or from any of our fubjc&s within this 
kingdom, according to the rates following; that is to fay, each of the faid 
pieces called fix penny pieces, marked and (lamped as aforefaid, to pafs for 
fix pence ; the faid pieces to pafs at the rates aforefaid in all payments, ex- 
cepting the duties of cuftoms and excife upon the importation of forreign 
goods into this kingdom, money left in truft or keeping with any petfon, and 
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txceptmg mortgages, artd debts now due by record, or by bills, bonds, or 
obligations, and that the fame (hall alfo pais currant at the rates aforefaid, 
for the intcreft which hereafter (hall fall due for fuch mortgages and debts due 
by records, bills, bonds, or obligations, and likewife for any' of the faid prin- 
cipal debts fo fccured where the debtor or his goods are, or (hall be taken in 
-execution for the fame, and we do hereby ftnftly charge and command all 
and every of our fubjedls of this kingdome to take and receive in all pay- 
ments to be made to them (excepting as aforefaid) the faid pieces of money 
according to the rates aforefaid, hereby declaring that fuch of our fubje&t 
within this kingdom as (hall refufe to receive the faid pieces of copper and 
brafs money at the rates aforefaid (excepting as aforefaid) being tendered to 
them for payment, (hall be puniflied according to the utmoft rigour of the 
law, as contemners of our royal prerogative and command. Provided always, 
that this our proclamation (hall not be conftrued, to oblige any merchant or 
merchants, importing any goods into this kingdom, to receive upon the firft 
fale of fuch goods lo imported, any of the faid copper or brafs money : And 
whereas we have caufed the faid copper and brafs money to be made currant 
money for prefent neceffity, and therefore do not intend that the fame (hall 
continue for any long time. We do, by this our royal proclamation, pro- 
mife and engage to all our fubjects here, that as (bon as the faid money (hall 
be decried and made null, that we (hall thereupon receive from all and every 
our fubjedts within this kingdom fuch proportion of the faid money as (hall 
be, and remain in their refpective hands at the time the fame (hall be fo de- 
cried and made null v and at the fame time either allow for the fame to 
them the value thereof, at the rates aforefaid, out of what rent, duties or 
debts, they refpeftively (hall owe to us, or to make them full fatisfaftion 
for the fame according to the rates aforefaid, in gold or filver of the currant 
coyne of this kingdom. Given at our court, at Dublin-caftle, the eighteenth 
day of June, 1689, and in the fifth year of our reign. 

By {he King. a. D. 

James R. 1689. 
No. LXXVI. Whereas, for remedy of the prefent fcarcity of money in c - 0 R 
this our kingdom, and that our (landing forces may be the better paid and g, 44 ' 
fubfifted, and that our fubje&s of this realm may be the better enabled to br. p.col- 
pay and difcharge the taxes, excife, cuftoms, rents, and other debts and du- leaion. r. 
ties, which are or (hall be hereafter payable to us •, we have ordered a cer- P« 8 * 
tain quantity of copper and brafs money to be coyned to pafs currant in this 
our kingdom during our pleafure, in fix penny pieces * which feveral pieces 
we have, by our proclamation, commanded to pafs for currant money within 
this kingdom. And whereas, fince the date of the faid proclamation, we have 
ordered a further quantity of copper and brafs money to be coyned to pafs 
currant in this our kingdom, during our pleafure, in twelve penny pieces, 
and half crown pieces j each piece of the faid twelve penny pieces having of 
one fide the e(figies or figure of our head, with this inicription round, Jacobus 
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ii Dei gratis and upon the other fide, the ftamp or impreflionof crofs-fcepters 
and a crown between j. R. with xn above, the month wherein they are coyned 
below, with this infcription round, Mag. Brit. Fran. & Hiber. Rex. 1689, 
and fringed round, and each of the faid half-crown pieces to be marked and 
ftampcd as the faid twelve penny pieces, only that on the faid half-crown 
pieces, inftcad of xu fhall be marked xxx. each of the pieces to be of the 
metal of copper and brafs. All which pieces of money we have thought 
fit, by the advice of our privy-council, to make current money within 
this our kingdom. We do therefore hereby publifh and declare, by the 
advice aforefaid, that the faid pieces of copper and brafs coyned, or here- 
after to be coyned by our faid order, marked and damped as aforefaid, (hall 
pafs during our pleafure, as currant money amongft all our fubje&s within 
this realm, and in all payments to be made either to us or from us, or to or 
from any of our fubjetts within this kingdom, according to the rates follow- 
ing ; that is to fay, each of the faid pieces called twelve-penny pieces marked 
and ftamped as aforefaid, to pafs for twelve pence ; and each of the pieces of 
the faid pieces called Half-crown pieces to pafs for two fhUlings and fix pence ; 
the faid pieces to pafs at the rates aforefaid in all payments excepting money 
left in truft or keeping with any perfon, and excepting mortgages, and debts 
now due by records, bills, bonds, or obligations ; and that the fame fhall 
alfo pafs currant at the rates aforefaid, for the intercft which hereafter ihall 
fall due for fuch mortgages and debts, due by records, bills, bonds or ob- 
ligations, and likewifc for any of the faid principal debts fo fecured, where 
the debtor or his goods are, or fhall be taken in execution for the fame ; and 
we do hereby ftri&ly charge and command all and every of our fubje&s of 
this kingdome, to take and receive in all payments to be made to them (ex- 
cepting as aforefaid) the faid feveral pieces of money according to the rates 
aforefaid, hereby declaring, that fuch of our fubjefts within this kingdom as 
fhall refufe to receive the faid feveral pieces of copper and brafs money at 
the rates aforefaid (excepting as aforefaid) being tendered to them for pay- 
ment fhall be punifhed according to the utrnoft rigour of the law, as con- 
temners of our royal prerogative and commands. And we do hereby pub- 
lifh and declare, that if any perfon or perfons whatfoever will pre fume to coun- 
terfeit the faid money, or any of the faid pieces, that he or they, fo offend- 
ing, fhall be proceeded againft as perfons guilty of high-treafon *, and in 
cafe any perfon or perfons whatfoever, will dilcovef*" any fuch offender or offen- 
ders fo as he or they be brought to condign punifhment, we do hereby 
engage that fuch difcoverer or dilcoverers fhall have for their recompenfe the 
one 'moiety of the eftate, real and pcrfonal, of the perfon or perfons that 
Ihall be fo found guilty of counterfeiting the faid money or coyne, provided 
the value of the faid eftate will amount to forty pounds fterling or more, 
and if the value of the faid eftate be under forty pounds, fuch difcoverer or 
difcoverers fhall have for their fervice herein the fumm of twenty pounds 
fterling. And for the better prevention of counterfeiting the fayd coyn, we 

do 
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do hereby ftri&ly charge and command all perfons whatfoever, that they or 
any of them do not prefume to import into any part of this realm any of 
the faid coyn, or of the laid copper and brafs money, under the higheil pe- 
nalty, forfeiture, or confiscation, that any law in this kingdom can allow or 
warrant y and if any perfon or perfons mall at any time hereafter difcover 
the importing of the faid coyn into this realm, we do hereby engage that fuch 
perfon or perfons fo difcovering (hall have the full moiety of all forfeitures 
and confutation that lhall accrew to us, by reafon of the faid importation ; 
and that there may be no pretence for the importing of any of the faid coyn 
into this kingdom, we do hereby flri&ly charge and command all perfons 
whatfoever that they or any of them do not prefume to export any of the faid 
coyn or pieces of copper and brafs mony into any other country whatfoever, 
hereby declaring, that whofoever (hall offend herein, lhall be profecuted ac- 
cording to the utmofl rigour of the law : And whereas, by the faid former 
proclamation for making the faid fix penny pieces currant within this king- 
dom, it is provided, that we fhall not be obliged to take the faid fix penny 
pieces in the payment of the duty payable to us for forreign commodities 
imported into this kingdom j and that the firft feller of fuch forreign goods 
or commodities, fhall not be obliged to take the faid fix penny pieces in any 
payment to be made to him on fuch fale. We do hereby revoke the faid 
claufes, and that the remaining part of the faid proclamation fhall be and 
remain in full force, and that the faid fix penny pieces fhall be taken in all 
payments, in fuch manner and under the fame exceptions as the twelve penny 
pieces and the faid half crown pieces, are made currant by thefe prefents ; 
and whereas we have cauied the faid copper and brafs mony to be made cur- 
rant mony for prefent neceffity, and therefore do not intend that the fame 
(hall continue for any long time. We do by this our royal proclamation 
protnife and engage to all our fubje&s here, that as foon as the faid mony 
fhall be decried and made null, that we fhall thereupon receive from all ana 
every our fubjects within this kingdom fuch proportion of the faid mony 
as fhall be, and remain in their refpective hands at the time the fame fhall be 
fo decried and made void * and at the fame time either allow for the fame to 
them the value thereof at the rates aforcfaid, out of what rents, cuftoms, 
excife, duties or debts, they refpe&ively fhall owe to us, or make them full 
fatisfaction for the fame according to the rates aforefaid, in gold or filver of 
.the currant coyne of this kingdom. Given at our court at our caftle of Dub- 
lin, this twenty-feventh day June, 1689, and in the fifth year of our reign. 

By the King. a. D. 

James R. 1689. 
No. LXXVII. Whereas we have by former proclamations of the eigh- O. B * 
teenth and twenty-feventh days of June laft, for the reafons therein fet forth ; p ,' 2 *** 
ordained and declared, that a certain coyn made, by our order, of a certain br. P.ool. 
metal mixed of copper and brafe, marked and ftamped as in the faid pro- lefiion, v. 
clamations is exprefled, in fix penny, twelve penny, and half crown pieces, P- 45* 
fhould, during our pleafure, pafs as currant money among all our fub; :£ts 
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within this realm, according to the rates and values in the faid proclamat ion 
mentioned, and in all payments to be made either to us or from us, or to 
or by any of our fubjelts within this kingdom, excepting mortgages, bills, 
bonds or obligations, debts due by record, and money heretofore left in truft 
or keeping with any perfon : And whereas it hath been reprefented to us, 
that fuch reftriction upon the faid coyn is a great hindrance to trade and in- 
dufrry, and to the circulation of the faid money, in regard men of trade and 
indultry cannot have credit without pafling bonds or judgements, which Gnce 
they cannot fatisfy by the faid money, they are therefore the lefs induftrious 
to acquire it by the Tale of any of their goods or merchandiies, as are alfo 
the generality of alt others, becaufe when they have acquired any Quantity 
thereof, they cannot thereby pay their debts, nor clear their eftates from in- 
cumbrances - t wherefore we have thought fit, by the advice of our privy 
council, further to declare and ordain, that the aforefaid money made of a 
mixture of copper and brafs as aforefaid, mall hereafter, during our plea- 
fure, pafs as currant money within this realm, not only in all payments in- 
the faid former proclamations mentioned, but alfo in all the faid payments of 
hills, bonds, debts by record, mortgages, and all other payments whatfoever 
in the faid former proclamations excepted. And whereas this is ordered, at 
this time, to fupply the prefent fcarcity of money, and remedy the great in- 
conveniences which would otherwife enfue, we do therefore hereby promife 
and declare to all our loving fubjefts, that as foon as the faid money mail 
be caHed in, and decried, we fhall thereupon not only receive from all our 
loving fubje&s within this kingdom fuch proportion thereof as fhall be in their 
hands at fuch time as it fhall be fo decried, according to the value for which 
it now pafles, in fatisfa&ion of any rents, cuftoms, excife, debts, or duties 
which they fhall owe to us j but alfo where no fuch debts, or duties, fhall 
not be due to us, we will make full fatisfa&ion for the fame, in gold or 
filvcr of the currant coyn of this kingdom. Given at our court at Dublin 
cattle, the fourth day of February, 1689, and in the fifth year of our 
reign. 
A. D. James R. 

1689. No. LXXVIII. Our will and pleafure is, that you forthwith deliver to 
Eook of ^ commiflioners of the mint thofe two brafs canons now lying in the court 
AudTffic. of tnis our cattle, marked, fcfr. weighing, 6jV. and for fo doeingthis fhall 
Dublin, be your warrant. Given at our court at Dublin-cattle, this eleventh day of 
P-5« July, 1689, and in the fifth year of our reign. 

To ourtrufty and wel-beloved cozen By his Majefty's command, 

and counfeler Juftin Lord Vif- Melfort. 
count Mount Cafhel, matter ge- 
neral of our ordnance. 
Ibidem.- . July the 15th, 1689. 

p. it. The following letter was fent to all the collectors of his majefty's revenue 
throughout the whole kingdom, viz. 

Sir, 
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Sir, 

No. LXXIX. We have great occafion for his majefty's ufe to procure 
•s much hamered or forged copper and brafs as your parrs can afford, and 
judging, by the decay of trade and defolation of the country, that there may 
bee a great deale in your diftrift or port, we defire you, by yourfelf and 
officers, to informe us prefently what quantity you may bee able to furnifh 
us with, and what the currant prices are of each. And whatever you can 
gett, buy at the belt rates you can, and as foon as you have four or five 
hundred weight, pray fend it to us the commiffipners of his majefty's mint* 
at the mint-houie in Capel-ftreet, Dublin, and what you pay fhall bee allowed 
you in your accounts at the cuftomhoufe, fo doing you'U oblige, 

Yours, fcftf.. 

Dublin-caftle, July the 4th, 1689. Ibidem. 

No. LXXX. It is his majefty's pleafure, that one fix pence in the pound p- J» 
bee given in copper for all filver money or gold that fhall be brought to the 
mint, the filver being given in to the currant value and full weight, all fuch, 
filver as come m or gold, is to be attefted by two commiffioners of the fe«- 
cond clafs, or by one of them and one of the wardens. His Majefty will give 
his further orders under his hand ; in the mean time you are to proceed to. 
take what money comes in. 

To the commiffioners of Melfort. . 

his majefty's mint. ' 

By the King. A D 

James R. l68g 
No. LXXXI. Whereas it hath been reprefcnted unto us, that feveral c. O.B. 
perfons have lying by them confiderable fumms of the copper and brafs A. 44,. 
money now currant within this our kingdom, which they cannot difpofe of P- ,2 S # 
to their advantage, by reafon of the decay of trade and commerce, occa- 
fioned by the prefcnt rebellion; we being defirous to give all the relief and 
reafonable fatisfaftion we can to all our loving fubjedts, and for the future 
to coyn no more of the faid money than fhall be absolutely neceffary for our 
fervice,. and convenient for the welfare of our people, have thought fit, with 
the advice of our privy council, to declare, and we do hereby declare, that 
our will and pleafure is, that all perfons fhall and may, be at liberty, by way 
of loan, to pay into our treafury any fumms of the faid money, or of any 
other money, which is, or fhall be currant within this our kingdom. And. 
we do hereby declare, and promife, that all fuch perfons, their executors, ad- 
miniftrators and affigns, fhall upon demand be repaid the fumms of money 
fb by them refpe&ively paid by way of loan out of our treafury in money 
currant within this our kingdom, at the time of making fuch demand ; and 
until payment be fo made, fhall likewife have and receive out of our faid 
treafury, intereft, at the rate of fix pounds for each hundred pounds by the 
year, to be paid at the end of every fix months. And we do hereby require, 
and authorize our receiver, , or receivers general for the time being, to accept 

c*7 



Digitized by Google 



1*8 APPENDIX. 

of all fumms of money as fliall be from time to time brought in, or tend red 
to him or them, purfuant to this our declaration, provided no one fumm fo 
tendred be lefs than one hundred pounds, and to give receipts for the fame, 
exprefling the fumm fo paid in, by way of loan, the name of the perfon 
who payeth the lame, the time of payment, and to get fuch receipts 
enter*d and figned by the fecrctary of the lords commiflioners of our treafury 
and the accomptant general of our revenue, and likewifc, without further 
warrant' from us, to repay the refpective fumms fo lent or payd in, and the 
inter ell thereof in manner aforefaid without any delay, fees or deductions 
whatfoever. And whereas for the better incouragemeot of fuch perfons as 
fhall advance their mony purfuant to this our declaration, we are gracioufly 
pleafed that they may be fecured the payment of their principal and intereft 
mony upon our crown rents and quit-rents of this our kingdom, and in regard 
it may be chargeable to the perfons concern'd to take out letters pattents for 
the fame, we do further declare and promife, that we will forthwith by let- 
ters pattents under our great feal of this our kingdom in due forme of law, 
grant and convey unto the lords commiffioners of our treafury, all our crown 
rents and quit rents of this our kingdom, in truft for all fuch perfons for 
the due payment of their principal and intereft mony as aforefaid, and will 
further authorize and caufe our faid lords commiflioners, or any three or more 
of them in execution of fuch truft, to affignc over or fecure unto fuch perfons 
refpe&ively for their fecurity, a competent proportion of the faid crown-rents 
and quit-rents ; and we do hereby declare and promife, that in cafe any fuch 
perfons fhall judge it neceflary to have our further grant and confirmation 
thereof to them and their heires refpeclively, we will, at the requeft of every 
fuch perfon, grant and confirm the fame by letters pattents to be pafled un- 
der our great feal of this our kingdom according to the true intent and mean- 
ing of thefe prefents. Given at our court at Dublin-caftle, the twenty-eighth 
day of February, "1689, and in the fixth year of our reign. 

By the King. 

A jy James R. 

1690.' No. LXXXII. Whereas by our former declaration of the twenty-eighth 
C. O. B. day of February I aft, we did for the reafbns therein mentioned, publifh and 
A. 44. p. declare, that all perfons fhould be at liberty, by way of loane, to pay into 
our treafury, any fumm or fumms of copper and brafs money, or other 
currant money in this our kingdom, and that all perfons fhould upon demand 
be repaid the fumms of money fb by them refpeetively lent out of our trea- 
fury in money currant within this our kingdom, at the time of making fuch 
demand, and untill payment fo made fhould receive intereft out of our trea- 
fury according to fix per cent, for every hundred pounds by the year, and 
that the principal and intereft fhould be fecured upon our crown-rents, and 
quit-rents, as by the faid declaration, (relation being thereunto had) may more 
at large appear : And whereas the intereft of money lent in the our king- 
dom is generally payd according to ten pounds for the forbearance of every 
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hundred pounds yearly, and we being deOrous that fuch of our fubje£b as 
will pay any fumm or fumms of money into our treafury, by way of loane, 
fhoula have as much profit thereby as they may have by lending the fame 
to any of our fubjects j have thought fit, by the advice of our privy council, 
to declare, and we do hereby publifh and declare, that fuch perfon or perfons 
as fhall bring any money into our treafury, by way of loane, (hall be allowed 
and paid intereft for the fame according to ten pounds yearly for the for- 
bearance of every hundred pounds during the time the fame mail remain 
unpaid, and that the principal and intereft fhall be fecured to the perfon or 
perfons fo lending any fumm or fumms of money, at his or their election, 
either upon our crown-rents and quit- rents, as by our faid former declaration 
is directed, or upon lands, mortgages, or incumbrances belonging unto us. 
Given at our court at Dublm<alUe, the ninth day of June, 1690, and in the 
fixth year of our reign. , A. D. 

James R. 1689- 
No. LXXXIII. Our will and pleafure is, that you caufe to be coyned Book of 
for our ufe feverall pieces of coyne of two forts to pafs currant in this 0 "k«i ** 
our kingdom of Ireland j the one about the biggnefs of a (hilling to be made A a J'offic 
of white mix'd mettall havcing of one fide the effigies or figure of our head, Dublin, 
with this infeription round about it, Jacobus udus Dei gratia, and on the other 
fide haveing a piece of princes mettall fix*d in the middle with the ftamp or 
impreffion of the harpe and crownc and this inferiptioa round about it, Mag. 
Bri. Fra. et Hib. Rex, with the year of our lord ; which piece is to pafs 
for a penny and the other piece about the biggnefs of a fix pence to be 
made of the like mettall and ftampt of both fides, in like manner, and with 
the infeription aforefaid, and to pafs for a half-penny, hereby giveing you 
full power and authority to coyne the faid two pieces from time to time till 
further order. Given at our court at Dublin caftle, the firft day of March, 
1689, and in the fixth year of our raigne. 
To our trufty and well-beloved By his majefty's command, 

the commiffioners of our mint Rich. Nagle. 

in our kingdom of Ireland. 

By the King, A. D. 

James R. 1690. 
No. LXXXIV. Whereas for remedy of the prefent fcarcity of pence and c - °- B * 
half-pence in this our kingdom, we have ordered a certain quantity of mixed . ,' 2 *** 
money to be coyned to pais currant in this our realm, dureing our pleafure, in br. P.col- 
penny pieces and half penny pieces ; each piece of the faid penny pieces about leaion, v. 
the bignefs of one milling, having of one fide the effigies or figure 6f our P* 53* 
head, with this infeription round, Jacobus fecundus Dei gratia" ; and upon the 
other fide, having a piece of prince's metal fixed in the middle, with the 
ftamp or impreffion of the harp and crown, and this infeription round, Mag. 
Br. Fra. et Hib. Rex, with the year of our Lord, and each of the faid half 
penny pieces about the bignefs of a fix-pence to be marked and ftamped as 
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the faid penny pieces, the faid pieces to be of white mixed metal: all which 
pieces of money we have thought fit, by the advice of our privy council, 
to make currant money within this our kingdom. We do therefore hereby 
publifli and declare, by the advice aforefaid, that the faid pieces of white 
mixed metal coyned, or hereafter to be coyned by our faid order marked and 
ftamped as aforefaid, mall pafs during our pleafure, as currant money amongft 
all our fubje&s within this our realm, anu in all payments whatfoever to bc 
made either to us, or from us, or to or from any of our fubje&s within this 
kingdom, according to the rates following that is to fay, each of the faid 
pieces called penny pieces, marked and ftamped as aforefaid, to pafs for one 
penny, and each of the faid pieces, called half-penny pieces, to pafs for 
a half-penny, the faid pieces to pafs at the rates aforefaid in all payments, 
whatfoever: And we do, hereby, ftriclly charge and command all and 
every ot our fubjefls of this kingdom, to take and receive in all payments to 
be made to them, the faid feveral pieces of money according to the rates 
aforefaid, hereby declaring that fuch of our fubjedts within this kingdom, as 
(hall refufe to receive the faid feveral pieces of mixed money at die rates 
aforefaid, being tendered to them for payment, (hall be punimcd according 
to the utmoft rigour of the law as contemners of our royal prerogative and 
command : And whereas we have caufed the faid mixed money to be made 
currant for prefent neceffity, and therefore we do not intend that the fame 
(hall continue for any long time j we do by this our royal proclamation pro- 
mife and engage to all our fubietts here, that as foon as the faid money 
(hall be decried and made null, that we fhall thereupon receive from all and 
every of our fubjects within this kingdom fuch proportion of the faid money 
as' fhall be and remain in their refpecrive hands, at the time the fame fhall be to 
decried and made void, and at the fame time either allow for the fame to 
them the value thereof at the rates aforefaid, out of what rents, duties, or 
debts rhey refpeftivcly fhall owe unto us, or make them full fatisfacrion for 
the fame according to the rates aforefaid, in gold or filver of the currant coyn 
of this kingdom. Given at our court at Dublin-caftle, the twenty- eighth day 
A.D. of March, 1690, and in the fixth year of our reign. 

A. 44. James R. 

p. 134. No. LXXXV. Whereas for remedy of the prefent fcarcity of money in 
this our kingdom, and that our (landing forces may be the better paid, and 
our fubjefts of this realm the better enabled to pay and difcharge the taxes, 
excife, cuftoms, rents, and other debts and duties which are or fhall be here- 
after payable to us, we have ordered a certain quantity of white mixed me- 
tal to be coyned in crown-pieces, each piece of the faid crown-pieces having 
on the one fide our effigies or figure on horfeback, with this infeription round, 
Jac. 11. Dei gra. Mag. Bri. Fra. Hib. Rex ; and on the other fide having 
a piece of prince's metal fixed in the middle, with the (lamp or imprefllon or 
the crown furrounded with the arms of England, Scotland, France and Ire- 
land 
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Jand, with this infcription round, Chrifto viSIore triumpbo, anno Dom. 1690; 
and round about the edge of each fuch piece having this infcription, Melioris 
iejfera fati, anno regni fcxto: All which pieces of money fo coyned, we have 
thought fit, by the advice of our privy council, to make current money within 
this our kingdom. We do therefore hereby publifh and declare, by the ad- 
vice aforefaid, that the faid pieces of white mixed metal coyned or hereafter 
to be coyned by our faid order, marked and ftamped as aforefaid, to pafs for 
five (hillings in all payments whatfoevcr. And we do hereby ftrittly charge 
and command all and every of our fubjedts of this kingdom, to take and re- 
ceive in all payments to be made to them, the faid fcveral pieces of money 
according to the rate aforefaid hereby declaring, that fuch of our fubjects 
within this kingdom, as mail refufe to receive the faid fcveral pieces of mo- 
ney according to the faid rate, being tendered to them for payment, fhall be 
punifhed according to the utmoft rigour of the law, as contemners of our 
royal prerogative and command. And we do hereby further publifh and 
declare, that if any perfon or perfons whatfoever will prefume to counterfeit 
the faid money, or any of the faid pieces, that he or they fo offending, fhall 
be proceeded againft as guilty of high treafon. And in cafe any perfon or 
perfons whatfoever will difcover any fuch offender or offenders, fo as he or 
they be brought to condign punifhment, we do hereby engage, that fuch 
difcoverer or difcoverers fhall nave for a recompence, at his or their elec- 
tion, either the fumm of twenty pounds fterling for their fervice herein, or 
the one moiety of the eftate, real and perfonal, of the perfon or perfons that 
fhall be found guilty of counterfeiting the faid money or coyn : And for the 
better prevention of counterfeiting the faid coyn, we do hereby ftri&ly charge 
and command all perfons whatfoever, that they or any of them, do not 
prefume either to import, into any part of this realm, or export into any 
other country whatfoever any of the faid coyn or money or white mixed 
metal under the higheft penalty, forfeiture, or confifcation, that any law in 
this kingdom can warrant or allow : And if any perfon or perfons fhall, at 
any time hereafter, difcover the importing of any of the faid coyn into this 
realm, or the exporting thereof into any other country, we do hereby engage 
that fuch perfon or perfons fo difcovering, fhall have the full moy'ety ot all 
forfeiture and confifcation that fhall accrew unto us, by reafon of fuch im- 
portation or exportation. And whereas we have thought fit, for publiclc 
convenience, to reduce the twelve penny pieces and half-crown pieces of cop* 
per and brafs money hereafter to be coyned to a lefler weight than formerly, 
without any alteration of the impreffions or fuperfcriptions, and yet the faid 
pieces to continue at the fame value, that the like pieces palled at hitherto, 
we do hereby publifh and declare, by the advice aforefaid, that the faid 
twelve penny pieces, and half-crown pieces hereafter to be coyned, fhall pafs 
at the fame value with the like pieces of copper and brafs money formerly 
coyned, though not of equal weight. And whereas we have cauled the faid 
fcveral forts of coyn of copper and brafs, and white mixed metal, to be made 

X current 



Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. 

current money For prefent neceffity, and therefore do not intend that the 
fame fhall continue for any long time j we do by this our royal proclamation 
promife and engage to all our loving fubje&s here, that as foon as the 
?aid money ftull be decried and made null, we (hall thereupon receive from 
all and evciy of our fubjects within this kingdom fuch proportion of the faid 
money as lhall be and remain in their refpective hands, at the time the fame 
lhall be decried and made void, and at the fame time either allow to them 
the value thereof, at the rates aforefaid, out of what rents, cuftoms, excife, 
debts or duties, they refpe&ively fliall owe to us, or make them full fa- 
tisfa&ion for the fame according to the faid rates, in gold or filver of the cur- 
rant coyn of this kingdom. Given at our court at Dublin-caftle, the twen- 
ty-firft day of April, 1690. 

By the King. 

A. D. James R. 

1600. N 0i LXXXVI. Whereas we have for weighty reafons, with the advice 
€. O. B. 0 f OUJ , p r jyy council, thought fit to call in all the half-crown pieces of copper 
p. 1 It. and brals money, which appear by the ft amp upon them to have been coyned 
Dr. pTcoI- within this our kingdom, before the month of May laft, yet fo as our lov- 
leAiofi, v. ing fubjedts, who nave fuch money in their hands, may thereby fuffer no 
U- ?• 62. j 0 g^ Dut rece j ve other current money in exchange thereof from the commif- 
fioners of our mint j our will and pleafure is, and we do hereby, with the 
advice aforefaid, order and declare, that no half-crown of copper and braft 
money, which hath been coyned before the faid month of May, mall pafs 
or be current money in any payment within the city or county of the city 
of Dublin, from or after the laft day of this prefent month of June, nor in 
any other part of the province of Leinfter after the fifteenth day of July 
next, nor in any other part of this our kingdom after the laft day of July 
aforefaid and our further will and pleafure is, and we do hereby ftridUy 
charge and command the commiffioners of our mint in our cities of Dublin 
and Limerick, to receive and exchange all fuch half-crown pieces as (hall 
within the time aforefaid be brought into them, by paying to the perfons 
that lhall bring in the fame, the like fumm of other current money, and that 
without any delay or deduction whatfoevcr ; and for the eafe of fuch perfons 
as live in places far diftant from the faid cities of Dublin and Limerick, and 
have but fmall fumms of the faid money in their hands, we do require the 
feveral collectors and receivers of our revenue to exchange in like manner 
all fuch half-crowns as lhall within the time aforefaid be brought into them ; 
and in cafe they have not money enough of ours in their hands to pay in 
exchange thereof, to give affignments for the fame upon our receivers ge- 
nerals, who are hereby required to make prefent payment upon fuch afligne- 
ments. Given at our court at the caftle of Dublin, the fifteenth day of 
June, 1690, and in the fixth year of our reign. 
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By the King, A. D. 

James R. 

No. LXXXVII. Whereas for the more fpcedy fupply of money to de- X^. 
Fray our prefent great and neceflary expences, we have ordered a quantity of p. 140. 
copper and brafs to be coyned into crown pieces, each piece having on the£> r • P-col- 
one fide our effigies or figure on horfeback, with this infeription round, 7<»f.l* aion ; r: 
11 Dti era. Mag. Bri. Fra. £f Hib. Rex* and on the other fide the arms of"' ^ *' 
England, Scotland, France and Ireland, with a crown in the middle and this 
infeription round, Cbrifto vi8ore triumpbo, 1690, our will and pleafure is, and 
we do hereby, with the advice of our privy council, order and declare, that 
the faid pieces of copper and brais fo coyned or to be coyned by our faid 
order mark'd and ftamp'd as aforefaid, mall, during our pleafure, pafs as 
currant and lawfull money amongft all our fubjecls within this rcalme of 
Ireland, and likewife in all payments to be made to us, or from us, or to or 
from any of our fubjects within this kingdom, according to the rates fol- 
lowing, that is to fay, each of the faid pieces to pals for five (hillings in 
all payments whatfoever, hereby ftridtly charging and commanding all our 
fubjefts within this our kingdom, to take and receive the faid pieces at the 
rate aforefaid, in all payments to be made to them, and forbidding all perfons 
whatfoever to counterfeit the fame, upon pain of being proceeded againft at 
perfons guilty of high treafon. And we do by this our royal proclamation 
promiie and engage, that whenfoever the faid money (hall be decried or cal- 
led in, we lhalT thereupon receive from all perfons fuch proportion thereof 
as mail then remain in their hands, and at the fame time either allow them 
the value thereof, according to the rates aforefaid, out of what rents, du- 
ties, or other debts they fliall refpedtively owe unto us ; or make them full 
fetisfaftion for the fame according to the laid rates, in coyne then currant in 
this our kingdom. 

Given at our court at our caftle of Dublin, the fifteenth day of June, 
1690, and in the fifth year of our reign. 

By the King. CO.*. 
James R. A. 44. 

No. LXXXVIII. Whereas we are informed that fevcral covetous per- rJrp 4 '*! 
Ions, who have a greater regard for their own private intereft, than for thefc&ion^V 
publick good, have given of late intolerable rates for gold and filver, and u. p. 65; * 
continue their finifter practices, to the great difparagement of the brals and 
copper money now current in this our kingdom •, for prevention whereof, we 
have thought fit, by the advice of our privy council, to charge and com- 
mand, and we do hereby ftriclly charge and command all our fubjecls of 
what rank and condition foever, within this our kingdom, that they or any 
of them do not hereafter prefume, upon pain of death, to give any higher or 
greater rate, for any Piftole or French Lewis of gold, than thirty (hilling* 
in brafs or copper money, and fo in proportion for any other piece of French 
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or Spanifh gold •, nor for any piece called a Guinea-piece of gold more than 
thirty-eight (hillings of brafs or copper money, and fo in proportion for any 
other piece of Englifli gold * nor for any crown-piece or filver more than 
feven (hillings and fix pence of brafs or copper money, and fo in proportion 
for any other piece of filver. And we do hereby further publifh and declare, 
that whofoever (hall difcover any perfon or perfons that (hall offend againft 
this our ordinance, he fhall upon making out the feme have for his reward 
and to his own ufe, all the gold and filver fo by him made out to have been 
fold or exchanged, by any perfon or perfons whatfocver, above the rates 
herein prefcribed, and contrary to this our royal proclamation. And we fur- 
ther fhricrly charge and command all ourjudges, juftices, magistrates, juftices 
of the peace, all fherifFs and other our officers both civil and military, to take 
particular care that the perfons who fliall tranfgrefs in the matters aforefaid, 
be brought to condign punifhment, as they and every of them (hall anfwer the 
contrary at their peril. Given at our court, at our caftle of Dublin, the fif- 
teenth day of June, 1690, and in the fixth year of our reign. 

- 8 Sir, Limerick, January the 4th 1689. 

- & No. LXXXIX. Laft Tucfday the carriages parted from hence with fix 
ij.r. thoufand fix hundred weight of gunn mettle, fix hundred a quarter and two 
.Aud.offic pounds of fine pewter, and a thoufand weight of fteele, they will be eleven 
DuWtn. or ^gjyg jj a y S a gocing becaufc the roads arc very deep. — the pewter coft 
5 * ten pence per pound and fteele fix pence. You may expect, very (bone a far- 
ther fupply of mettle for I have made an agreement with two eminent dealers 
from Corke who have five or fix thoufand weight of copper and brafs which 
they are to fend here. I muft have an order from the lords of the trea- 
fury, for fending it to your mint ; there are foure or five broken bells in the 
country, which I can have if you fend an order for fcizing them for the 
king's ufe j there is an ufelefs cannon at Gallway, and one or two at King- 
faile •, I forgot to fend you fome of our coyne as you defired, by the next 
occafion I will not faile ; I cannot buy fine pewter now under eleven or twelve 
pence the pound, for they fay that you give fourteen or fifteen pence in Dub- 
lin, the rates for carriage from hence to Dublin is eight (hillings the hundred 
weight. I reft your humble fervant, 
To John Trindar, Efq; Wat Plunkett. 

Ibidem. Waterford, December the 10th, 1689. 

p. *6. No. XC. I fend you by Thomas Commins carryer the quantities of brafs, 
copper and battery underwritten i you were pleafed to order my buying of 
pewter, upon which I defired to know what I muft give, to which I had no 
anfwer. I likewife advifed that I had a parcell of new and ould pewter be- 
longing to abfentees, and defired to know if you would have it fent, (dc. 

I am, 

To the chiefe commiffioners of your honours moft humble fervant. 

his majefties mint. Gre. Rice. 

Athlone, 
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Athlonc, February the 9th 1689. Ibidem. 
No. XCI. This day the mettall was weighed (" 35 © 24 lb. by mttnb.*' 33- 
at the bottom of this Utter") and delivered to the carmen mentioned in the laft 
letter, there is five hundred weight of the laft gun they could not carry, and 
Tome brafs that I have bought, and fome brafs belonging to abfentees, which 
will be here in a few days and mail be fent by the firft earn that I can pro- 
cure. I am, your honour's moft humble iervant, 
To the honourable J. Trindar, Efq; Chr. Nicholfon. 

chiefe commilTioner of his majefties 



By the Lords Juftices and Council. A. d. 

Charles Porter. Tho. Coningeiby. ,6 9°- 

No. XCII. Whereas their majefties, by their royal proclamation, dated a. J? 
at their camp, by Dublin, the tenth of July, 1690, in the fecond year of p . t ' 74> 
their majefties reign, for reafons therein mentioned, did think fit to reduce A, 45. p. 
certain coyns of brafs, copper and mixt metal, which formerly were uled in 3> 
this kingdom, and impofed upon the people at vaft rates, beyond and aho v e] e ai on> C V 
the intrinfick value, to the ieveral rates in the faid proclamation mentioned, ;j, p . 
and did ordain that the faid coyns and pieces mould be deemed and taken C. O, B. 
as current moneys in all payments at the fevcral rates therein contained. A* 46* 
Now forafmuch as it is found by experience, that the I rim who are in rebel- 
lion againft their majefties, and have in their poflTelTion the whole or the far 
greater part of the faid coin, do begin by fecret and cunning ways to bring 
in the faid coin into thofe parts of this kingdom under their majefties obe- 
dience, wherewith they or their agents not only furni/h their majefties ene- 
mies with divers goods, provifions and commodities, for fupplying their wants 
and neceflfties, which they could not any other ways obtain but by this 
means, will bring fuch vaft quantities of the faid coin amongft their majefties 
good fubje&s, as in the end will turn to their majefties great damage. We 
therefore taking the premuTes into our confideration, for providing a reme- 
dy againft this growing evill, have thought fit hereby to order, publilh and 
declare, that from and after the fix and twentieth day of this inftant Fe- 
bruary, none of the faid pieces or coyns in the faid proclamation mentioned, 
{hall be currant, or ufed in any payments between any perfons whatsoever * 
nor fhall any of their majefties loving fubje&s be compelled to take or re- 
ceive the fame as money at any rate or price whatfoever. Given at the Coun- 
cil-chamber in Dublin, the twenty-third of February, 1690, and in the third 
year of their majefties reign. 

By the King and Queen's moft excellent majefties. Ibidem. 
William R. p. 146. A 

No. XClIf. Having taken into our confideration the great oppreflions 45- 
and abufes committed by our enemies in this our kingdom of Ireland, by * A " 4 
coyning and making currant brafs money of copper, or mixt metal, and rai- 
ling the value thereof to an extravagant height, thereby to enable them to 

continue 
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continue the war againft us, and to impoverilh our loving fubjefts in oar 
faid kingdom : Wc have therefore thought it necefiary to put ftop thereto, 
and to the end that fuch part of the faid copper or mixt metal money, 
which remains in the hands of Our faid fubjccls, may not be wholly loft, 
we have thought fit to reduce the former value of the faid copper money, 
eo the value or ftandard of the like copper money formerly currant in this 
our kingdom, and accordingly we do hereby will and require all our fubjeds, 
within our faid kingdom of Ireland, to take and receive all fuch copper or 
mixt metal money, lately coined in the mint creeled in our city of Dublin, 
at the feveral and refpe&ive valuations following, and that the fame do pafi 
currant in exchange of money, and for all manner of goods and provifions 
whatfoever, and fhall be received by all the officers and collectors of our 
cuftoms, excife, or other branches of our revenue accordingly, viz. 

The large Half-crown of copper money, together with the Crown pieces, 
of like metal and weight, lately ftamp'd, fhall pafs at one penny fterling. 

The fmall Half-crown of copper, lately ftamp'd, fhall pals at three far- 
things. 

The large copper milling fhall pafs at a half-penny fterling. 
The fmall Shilling, lately ftamped, and Six-pence, fhall pafs each at one 
farthing. 

And our will and plcafure is, that all fuch pewter Pence, as have been 
lately coyned in the laid mint, fhall pafs for half- pence, and all the Half- 
pence of the like metal, ftamped in the faid mint, fhall pafs currant for far- 



W hich feveral forts of coyn fhall be deemed as currant money, at the rates 
before mentioned, in all payments whatfbever within this our kingdom. Given 
at our camp by Dublin, this tenth day of July, 1690, in the fecond year of 
cur reign. 

By the Loro 1 Lieutenant and Council. 

1691. No^XClV. Whereas by feveral proclamations heretofore publifhed in 
Dr. P.col- the reigns of the late kings, Charles and James the fecond, before his ab- 
v ' dication, and of their prefent majefties, certain tynn an J copper half-pence 
3 * and farthings have been declared currant to pafs in dealings between his ma- 
jefties fubjects according to the tenor of fuch proclamations, and whereas 
we the faid Lord Lieutenant have purfuant to a power referved unto us, 
in and by certain letters patents under the great feal of this kingdom made 
in the reign of the late king Charles the fecond, ordered and directed the per- 
fons interefted in the faid letters patents to caufe the effigies of their majefties 
heads ftamped in copper, on the one fide, and on the other fide the ftamp or 
imprefs of an harpe crowned with this infeription •, Carelus fecundus Dei gra- 
nd Mag. Brit. Franc, fc? Hib. Rex. GuUelmus fcf Maria Dei gratia Mag. 

• I preAime the words (inftead of} wers here omitted through mifokc ia the printed original 
wkcrc the/ ate waatcd. 

Brit. 
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Brit. Fran. W Hib. Rex fcf Regno, round- before and on the reverie fide of ail 
the copper half-pence and farthings which they (hall hereafter make or uTue, 
purfuant to the power to them derived under the faid letters patents. And 
whereas certain perfons either iH-afte&ed to their majefties government, or 
miflead by falfe news and rumours, do refufe to receive the tynn and copper 
half-pence and farthings, as well thofe formerly authorized, as thofe lately 
made as aforefaid, to the great hindrance of trade and commerce, and ha* 
zard of the lives of multitudes of poor perfons, who have no other money 
either for change or to buy necefiaries for their families : For prevention 
whereof, and to undeceive all their majefties fubje&s who have been impofed * 
upon by defigning men to believe without any ground that the faid feveral 
half-pence and farthings of tynn and copper, as well thofe formerly as lately 
authorized, or any of them, ought not to pafs currant in payment in this 
kingdom as formerly they have and ought to do : we have thought fit to 
publifh and declare, that neither the faid copper or tynn half-pence or far- 
things have been or are by publick authority decry'd or difallow'd, but that 
they and every of them ought to pals currant in payment in fuch manner 
as formerly and of late, by vertue of the faid letters patents and proclama- 
tion, they did and ought to pais in this kingdom. Given at the council- 
chamber in Dublin, the leventeenth day of February, j6gz. 

By the Lord Deputy and Council. 

Capel, 

No. XCV. Whereas the coynes currant in this kingdom, both of gold ~; w 
and filver, have of late, by reafon of the great rife of the value thereof in q c?. 5 B. 
other parts, been carried away in fo very great quantities, that it is mani- A. 44. 
feft, unlefs fome fpeedy remedy be provided, this kingdom will be (ban fop. 
dreyned of them that there will not remain fuffkient to carry on the necef- A ' 
fary commerce at home, much lefs to manage any trade abroad, which muft^'Ii 
not only leffen his majefties revenue, but impoverifli this kingdom. And 
whereas the raifing the value of the forreign coyne of the gold and filver 
currant in this kingdom will be the moft effectual means to prevent the afore- ' 
faid mifchiefs j and the fame having been reprelented to his moft excellent 
majefty, who hath been gracioufly pleated by his royal letters to authorize 
and impower us the Lord Deputy, to take the premifes into our fcrious con- 
fide ration and with the advice of the council here to do therein as we fhall 
find moft expedient for the good of his majefties people of this kingdom. We 
having maturely confidered thereof, do publifti and declare by this our pro- 
clamation, that the feveral forts of forreign coynes hereafter mentioned now 
currant in this kingdom, fhall from henceforth pafs and be accepted in all 
payments and receipts as well to and from his majefty as otherwife howib- 
ever, as currant money within this kingdom, at and after the refpective rates 
hereafter mentioned, as fully and freely as if the fame were lterling money" 
of and in England, viz. See page 66. 

4w* 
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And m cVc any of the aforefaid- pieces of gold 5, or filver (hall want of the 
refpe&ivc .weights herein mentioned, then allowance is to be gfyen of .two 
• pence for each grain fo wantirtg in an^ piece of the kinds of gold aforefaid 
Tcfpectivcly, and three half pence for .each half-penny weight fo wanting in 
any piece of the kinds of filver aforefaid refpeclively and fo proportionally, 
. . J&e. And it is hereby declared, that the weights now in ufe in this king- 
• ' dom, by vertue of a proclamation ijjued \n the time of the governement of 
•Richard Earl of Arran,.lord deputy of Ireland, bearing- date the fixth day of 
\ - June, in the. year $f our Lord, 1683, and no other (hall continue to be ufed 
for the weighing" of jill the fevcral forts of coynes abovementioned as for- 
merly. Given at thc/couAcU-chamber in Dublin, the twenty-ninth of May, 
.1695, ( ' . J 

' • , i / By the Lords Jyftices and -QwnciK .. r 

*g£ ■ Wincheger' - . .Gattway. " /; . £ v , 

CO. B^.^No. JCCVlT "Whereas great quantities of cbjjper piecbs, coined in the like* 
a. 44. rrefeof the halfpence, currant by proclamation^iave oblate tycen imported \pxa 
£• *93- the northern and other parts of this Jcingdonvbut p£Scotland, and from other parts 
lrfiionv beyond the leas •, afid whereas information is given us, that very/ great quantities 
ii. p. 207. Qf •ftjcfi' pieces, jaf^ exceeding the whole quantity of 'half-pence coined in this 
■ C. O. JT kingdom, lye how ready i4 fevecai parts"of Scotland to be imported hither ; fo as 
4- 45* P it is luitly. fufpec~ted that the' fame have been coined, and counterfeited beyond 
'j^ 5 ' " V thefeas,and- Sre fent to drain the filver rio^H:urrant, and remaining here, in ex- 
If, thangc for -fuch counterfeit and bafe money, Wtych hath alfo in a great meafure 
.already happened in the northern jiarts ofthis* kingdom, where little other" coin, 
jfave fuch copper money, as is now cufrant, or to be feen. For prevention 
.•therefore of the faid mifchiefsf we have; thought fit, by this our proclamation, 
- to prohibit the importation of any fucpvjncounterteir, or falfe money ; and 
to declare, that all perfons"tRat mall any way be concerned in or afiifting to 
the jmportation Of the fame frail be proceeded againft, according to the utmoft 
ftri<5fcnefs and feverity of the law. And to .the end" that deceitful importers 
of fuch counterfeit money may^be proceeded againft, and punifhed according 
to law, we'ofo hereby will and require all his roajefty's jufticesjof the peace, 
mayors, and other magiftrates of corporations, and alfo all. cuftomers r col- 
';. ' lectors, furveyors, and other officers of his 'majefty's reventfe frorji time to 
time, to feize and fecure all quantities of half-pence, or pieces made tf> the ' 
Jikenefs of half-pence, that lhall hereafter be.- impoftetf into this kingdom, 
and the fame into his majfcfty/s cuftom-houfe or fome other place, to put and 
"keep, and to give immediate account* thereof, by letter to the clerk of the 
. council, to the end it may be put in a way of examination, whether the fame 
be counterfeit or not : and the fame having feized, to detain till further 
s order,' and alfo to commit to prifon the perfon or perfons importing fuch 
rf .bale money, unlefs they lhall find gopd and fufficient fecurity to appear at 
the next aflizes, to Be held for the county where fuch importation ifiall be,* and 
there to anfwerwhat fliall be obje&ed againft them on his majefty's behalf, for 
* • . importinc. 
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importing counterfeit pieces «to the likenefc of the currant; half-pence, ef this 
kingdom, with intent tQLUtter^ the fame in deceit of his majefty and his liege m 
people. Given at the council-chamber in Dublin, the thirteenth day of Au-" . 

•guftki6 97 . • • \ 

By v the Lordss Juices, ^nd CauQcjL . ■ ^ 4* 
Winchefter. . Gallway. S - , \\' - **$97- 

No. XCVII. Whereas great Quantities >of fdfe counted* money, made*»^ n £ 
to the likenefs op the -good and legal gold ana*".filvcr\coyn, eurraM^.in 0 a; cc 
this 
fame 
'and 

prevention, and remedy of the lime, top thc'Tuture, we have thought, fir. to a.^T 
HTue ,this our proclamation, requiring and commanding all judges, juftices A.-.*?. : 
of peace, and other, officers of jdttice, duly and ffrnflly to pur; the laws of . 
force in this kingdom againfl coiners, and utterers of falfc money*, in exe- 
cution. And whereas much of' the falfc money is uttered by feveral perfons, '■ 
who buy up the fame as falfc and counterfeit at lower rates tnan *ihc intrin- 
fick value of the metal, whereof fuch counterfeit .coin is made, y^t afterwards 
pafs and pay away the fame as good and lawful! money ; and when the, fame 
is difcovercd to be falfc and counterfeit, . the faid perfons do ufually Inciter 
themfelves under A pretence of being ignorant that the fame was counterfeit: ft 
To the end fuch perfons may hereafter be. without excufe, ;'* artlU m JnucrT of ] * 
the faid 'counterfeit money, as is pofuble, may*" be utterly defaced", ^fo as never \ 
to be agairvgaft in payment, W4* do hereby flricrly require and command, \ 
that no peffoflSor perfons, do hereafter buy. or fell any falfe or counterfeit 
money in this kingdom, untill 'the fame fhall be cut in the middle,' or fo de- 
face"! >and broken that the .fame may not pafs again as coin, or be paid away 
Ito any^pcrfon whatfoever, but may remain in the hands of the buyer as fo '. 
much metal only, and not. bear the fhape, likenefs, or figure of any money 
legally currant in this realm, under pain of being profecuted and pUnifhed as* 
contemners of this our proclamation, and enemies to the public k weltfareof 
the kingdom, according to the ftrielnefs and utmoft jcverity of the law." 
Given at {.he council-chamber in Dublin, the tenth day of December, 1697. 

i By the Lords Juftices and Council. * . A j> # 

Winchefter. Gallway. • 169}.' 

No. XCVIII. Whereas many and great inconveniencies have ha'ppen'd to C. O. B. 
his majefty's fubjefb of this kingdom,, by the difference of weights that A '£ 5 ' 
have been of late made ufc of, for the weighing of fuch foreign, cojn as is a. 46.' 47. 
currant here, and that* feveral weights for the weighing fuch coin as afore- Dr7p7ol. 
faid, have •been unfkillfully made, fold, and uttered" by Johi\,Cuthbert of the t. 
cityW Dublin (who was formerly appointed one of the perfons to make the"- P* 2 * 7 ' 
s lame) N <o the "^reat' prejudice of Jiis majefty's good fubjects ; and we being, 
d^firous to remedy a mrfchief fo prejudicial to the trade and traffick of this 
kingdom, have thought fk % by this our proclamation : and we do hereby de- 

v Y ! dare* 
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clare, that we have removed and difcharged the faid John Cuthbert and 
Henry Paris from making, adjufting or felling any money-weights, and have 
dire&ed all the money weights that are neceffary for the laid coin, to be ex- 
actly made by Vincent Kidder of Dublin goldfmith, according to the ftan- 
dard lately made in his majefty's mint in the tower in London, and lent to 
Us by the right honourable the lords commifTioncrs of his majefty's treafury 
in England, each weight to be ftamped with the number of the penny weights 
it bears, on one fide, and the king s arms on the other fide, where the fame 
are to be had at rcafonable rates, not exceeding fifteen pence for all the 
weights, being eight in number, viz. for the duccatoon, half-duccatoon, for 
the whole plate and Peru pieces, and half, and quarter pieces thereof, a two 
penny weight, a penny weight, an half penny weight, which are all that will 
be neceflary for weighing the feveral forts of the faid coin, that do now com- 
monly pafs in this kingdom. And for preventing any deceit hereafter, we 
have ordered one of the faid ftandards for all forts of the faid weights, to be 
lodged with the clerk of the council, another with the chief baron of his ma- 
jefty's Court of Exchequer, and a third with the receiver general of his majefty's 
revenue in this kingdom, by whom the fame are to be left in fuccefiion with 
the next fucceeeding clerk of the council, chief baron, and receiver general, 
to the end that all differences that Ihall happen about any weight for money, 
may thereby be either determined or prevented. And in cafe any perfon, 
or perfons, (hall either pay or receive any money by any other weights, 
than fuch as ihall be agreeable to the faid ftandard, they are to be proceeded 
againft and punifhed according to law as keepers and ufers of falie and un- 
lawful weights. And we do hereby ftridUy charge and command, that no 
perfon (except the faid Vincent Kidder) do prefume to make, adjuft, or fell 
any of the money weights to be ufed in this kingdom for the future, upon 
pain of being proceeded againft with the utmoft levcrity. And we do here- 
by declare, mat all the aforefaid coin being Handing weight are to pafs, and 
N. ( that any fuch coin not weighing -down the fcale in the weighing thereof, is not 

to be any caufe for refufal thereof, as alfo, that any perfon receiving any mo- 
ney (hall receive by what fide of the fcale he pleafes, if he ufes thofc of the 
payer, and if he ufes his own, then he is to receive by which fide the payer 
Ihall think fit to direft, and we do hereby require all his majefty's colle&ors 
and receivers of any of his revenue in this kingdom, and all other his ma- 
jefty's fubje&s to obferve and obey the fame. Given at the council-chamber 
in Dublin, the twenty-firft day of February, i6o|. 

A - By die Lords Juftices and Council. 

■C.OB. Winchefter. Gallway. 

*\. 45. p. No. XCIX. Whereas we have received information that feveral coiners 
152. of counterfeit money, are lately fled from England and other parts, and are 
A - 44- come into this kingdom, where they have again fet up and exercife the fame 
$>r p Z< col- w ' c ked courfe and practice, and have of late made and counterfeited great 
leftion, v. quantities of the feveral coins current in this realm, and fuch counterfeit mo- 
i«. p. an* ney 
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ney have been uttered and delivered in payment by divers perfonJ who were <2. O. 
privy to the coining thereof,and well knew the fame to be falfe and counterfeit j 4& 
which offence in counterfeiting fuch current coin is by the laws and ftatutcs *^ 
of this realm high-trealbn, and the uttering and delivering the fame in pay- 
ment mifprifion of treafon : We the Lords Juftices and Council being willing 
to prevent the mifchief which may arife to this realm from the fpreading and 
increafe of fuch falfe and counterfeit money, and to the intent that all fuch 
offenders may be brought to condign punifhment, have thought fit by this 
our proclamation ftri&ly to charge and require ; and v/a do hereby charge 
and require all juftices of the peace, fheriffs, and .11 other officers, within 
the feveral counties of this realm, and all mayors, bayliffs, and other officers 
within the feveral cities and towns corporate thereof, that they and every of 
them within their refpectivc limits do ufe their ucmofl endeavours to difcover 
and apprehend, or caufe to be apprehended all fuch offenders, and that they 
commit fuch of them as (hall be fo apprehended to the reflective goals of 
the refpeetive county, city, or place, where they (hall be fo taken, and where 
they may be fafely kept, that they may be proceeded againft for fuch their 
offences, with the utmoft fevcrity of law. - And to the intent that particular 
care may be taken, in the profecution of fuch offenders : We do hereby fur- 
ther charge and require the laid juftices of the peace, Iheriffs, mayors, bayliffs, 
and other officers, aforefaid, and every of them, that when any fuch offender 
fhall be apprehended, they fend notice thereof to the fecretary of us the 
Lords Juftices of this realm, as foon after the fame, as it can conveniently 
be done ; together with an account of the examinations, or other evidence 
againft fuch perfbn. And for the encouragement of all fuch as fhall difcover 
any fuch coiner or counterfeiter of money, which fhall thereupon be taken 
and convict of fuch offence * we do hereby promife unto every fuch dif- 
coverer, the fumm of ten pounds, for each perfon fb difcovered and convict, 
which we will order to be paid unto him, on his producing a certifficate of 
fuch difcovery and conviction, from the judge or judges, before whom fuch 
offender was tryed and convict. And do further promife, that if fuch difco- 
very fhall be made by any perfon, who hath been guilty of the faid offence, 
or been aiding or affifting therein, or in uttering any fuch counterfeit money, ^ 
fuch perfon making fuch difcovery, fhall not only receive the aforefaid reward 
of ten pounds for fuch his difcovery, but fhall alio be pardoned for all offences 
of coining, or uttering fuch falfe money, or of being aiding or affifting 
therein, by him or her committed before fuch difcovery made. Given at ti e 
council-chamber in Dublin, the twenty-third day of May, 1698. 

By the Lords Juftices and Council. A. D. 

Narciffus Dublin. Drogheda. Mount- Alexander. c'cTb 
No. C. Whereas his majefty hath been gracioufly pleafed by his royal A * g ' 
letters to us the Lords Juftices, bearing date at Hampton-court, the nine- , 3 
teenth day of May, one thou fand feven hundred and one, to fig iify hisDr.P. col- 
royal will and pleafure, that we fhould forthwith caufe a proclamacio i to bc! caion » »• 

Y 2 iflucd," p >s *' 
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tffued, for the reducing the feveral fpecics of foreign coin herein after men- 
tioned, to the rates herein after fet forth, fo as the fame may pafs at thole- 
rates accordingly. We the Lords JufUces and Council in obedience to his 
majefty's faiJ command do publifh and declare by this our proclamation, 
that the feveral forts of foreign coins hereafter mentioned, now current in 
this kingdom, fhall from and after Friday the fixth day of this prelent month 
of June, pafs and be accepted in all payments and receipts, as weil to and 
from his majefty as otherwife howfoever, as current money within this king- 
dom, at and under the refpe&ive rates hereafter mentioned and none other, 
that is to fay ; See page 68. 

And in cafe any of the aforefaid pieces of gold or filvcr, fhall want of 
the refpective weights herein before mentioned, then allowance is to be given 
of two pence for each grain fo wanting in any piece of the kinds ot gold 
aforefaid refpectively, aad three half pence for each half penny weight fo want- 
ing in any piece of the kinds of filver aforefaid refpectively, and fo propor- 
tionably for every greater want of weight in the faid pieces, Given 
at the council-chamber in Dublin, this fecond day of June, 1701. 

A. D. By the Lords Juftices and Council. 

•T? 8 - Narciflus Armach. R. Freeman, C. 
A.' a*, p. ^ or tfte nr * ore ^^"^ inferring the feveral proclamations for- 

ijV ' merly iffued in this kingdom, to regulate the weight and currency of foreign 
Dr. P.col coyns now current therein, and to prevent the abufes practifed in receipts and 
Wttian, payments thereof ; we the Lords Juftices and Council, have thought fit by 
M * p ' ♦"'this our proclamation, to publifli and declare, that the feveral forts of foreign 
coyns now current in this kingdom, fhall (notwithftanding they fhall want 
of the refpective weights at which the fame are current by proclamations 
now in force) be allowed, and pais in all payments as well to and from her 
majefty, as otherwife howfoever, the perfon paying the fame, making an 
allowance of two pence for each grain wanting in any piece of foreign gold, 
and of three half pence for each half penny weight wanting in any piece of 
foreign filver coyn current in this kingdom. And in cafe fuch defect of 
' weight fhall be fupplyed in manner as aforefaid ; then, and in fuch cafe, 
every piece fo defective of weight, and that defect of weight fo fupplyed, 
or allowed for as is aforefaid, is to be from henceforth allowed and to pafs 
in all payments as well to as from her majefty as otherwife howfoever, as 
currant money as aforefaid. And to prevent deceits and abufes too frequent- 
ly practiced in the weighing of fuch coyns, we do farther publifh and de- 
clare, that all foreign coyns of gold or filver now current by vertue of any 
proclamation of force in this kingdom, being (landing weight, are to pafs, 
and are to be received and paid at the rates in fuch proclamations mentioned 
and afcertained ; and that any fuch coyns not weighing down the fcales, or 
not breaking or turning the beam in weighing thereof, is not to be any caufe 
for therefufal thereof -, but the fame is to be received in payment at the fame 
rates as if the fame broke down the fcale in weighing tlie fame. And if any 

perlbus 
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perfbns (hall hereafter aft contrary to this our proclamation, they fhall be 
profecuted againft as contemners of her majefty's prerogative and authority, 
with the utmoft rigour that is by law to be infli&cd on fuch offenders. Gi- 
ven at the council-chamber in Dublin, the nineteenth day of Anguft, 1708. 

By the Lords Juftices and Council. A. D. 

Con. Phipos, Cane. Jo. Tuam. 
No. C1I. Whereas upon the humble reprefentation of the Lords Juftices jj"^ 
and Council of this kingdom' to her majefty, that the original proclamation 22 . 
under the great feal, which gave currency to feveral foreign coyns in this 
kingdom, was deftroyed by the late fire ; fo that the clerk of the council 
cannot make out fuch a certificate thereof as is required by a late act of par- 
liament for the better conviction of perfons who fhall counterfeit the fame, 
and that there are feveral foreign coins here which have not been made 
currant, nor the values thereof ascertained by any former proclamation. Her 
rnoft excellent majefty out of her royal care of this her Kingdom ; and that 
all her majefty's fubjefts may know the value of fuch foreign coins, and for 
preventing the counterfeiting thereof, hath been gracioufly pleafed by her 
order in council, in Great- Britain, bearing date at her court at Kenfington, 
the feventeenth day of July, one thoufand feven hundred and twelve, to 
order, that the feveral fpecies of foreign gold and filver of the weight and 
values hereafter mentioned, fhould pafs in payment within this kingdom, 
at the feveral rates herein refpectively fpecified; and that a proclamation 
fhould be uTued to that effect. We the Lords Juftices and Council, in 
obedience to her majefty's faid order, do publifh and declare by this ouj^ 
proclamation, that the feveral forts and fpecies of foreign gold and filver 
coyns herein aftermentioned, fhall from and after the twelfth day 6T Auguft 
next, pafs and be accepted in all receipts and payments as well to and from 
her majefty as othei wife howfoever, as currant money within this kingdom, 
at the feveral rates herein refpectively fpecified, "and none other, that is to 
fay, See page 69. 

And in cafe any of the aforefaid pieces of gold or filver fhall want of the 
refpective weights herein mentioned, then allowance is to be given of two 
pence for each grain fo wanting in any piece of the kinds of gold aforefaid 
refpectively, and three halfpence for each half penny weight fo wanting in 
any piece of the kinds of filver aforefaid refpectively, and fo proportionably 
for every greater want of weight in the faid pieces, tiff. Given at the 
council-chamber in Dublin, the thirtieth day of July, 1712, 

By the Lords- Juftices and Council. A D 

Tho. Armagh. Con. Phipps, Cane. ,' 7U '. 
No. CHI. Whereas her majefty has been gracioufly pleafed by her order c. O. B. 
to fignifie her royal pleafure, that we fhould forthwith caufe a proclamation A- 49. p. 
to be iflued for making the new fpecies of French coin herein after men- 6} * 
tioned current in this kingdom, at the feveral rates herein fit forth, fo as 
the lame may pafs in payments at thofe rates. We the Lords Juftices and 

Council, 
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Council, in obedience to her majefty's faid commands, do publilh and de- 
clare, by this our proclamation, that the feveral new fpecies of Freneh coins 
herein after mentioned be from henceforth current in this kingdom, and that 
the fame fhall for the future pafs and be accepted hi all payments and receipts 
as well to and from her maj; ly us othervile howfoever, as current money 
within this kingdom, at and 1 xler the refpc&ive rates hereafter mentioned, 
and none other, that is co fry, 2 z page 73. 

And in cafe any of :h: afc • " ; <i pieces of gold or filver Ihall want of the 
refpective weights nerein before K'.enuoned, then allowance is to be given of 
two pqnee for each grain fo w r.g in any piece of the kinds of gold afore- 
faid refpe&ively, and three half pence for each half penny weight \o wanting 
in any piece of the kinds of fJvcr aforefaid reflectively, Given at the 
council-chamber in Dublin, the twenty-fourth day of July, 1714. 

A. D. 

1 718. By the Lords Juftices and Council. 

C.O B. Will. Dublin. Wnv Conolly. 

*it°Z No ' C * V * Wnereas proclamation bearing date the thirtieth day of 
51. p. 70. July one thoufand feven hundred and twelve, the then lords juftices and 
Council of this kingdom, in obedience to her late majefty's orders, did pub- 
lilh and declare, that feveral forts and fpecies of foreign gold coins herein 
after mentioned, mould from and after the twelfth day of Auguft next (after 
the date of the faid proclamation) pafs and be accepted in all receipts and 
payments, as well to and from her majefty as otherwife howfoevt r, as current 
money within this kingdom, at the feveral rates herein refpe&ively fpecified 
and none other, that is to fay, See page 69. And in cafe any of the afore- 
faid pieces of gold ihould want of the refpecfivc weights herein before men- 
tioned, then allowance to be given of two pence for each grain fo wanting in 
any piece of the kinds of gold aforefaid refpectivcly, &c . And whereas by 
one other proclamation bearing date the twenty fourth day of July, one 
thoufand feven hundred and fourteen, the then lords juftices and council of 
this kingdom did in obedience to her late majefty's commands, publilh and 
declare, that the feveral new fpecies of French coyns herein aftermentioncd 
mould be from thenceforth current in this kingdom, and that the fame ftiould 
for the future pafs and be accepted in all payments and receipts as well to 
and from her majefty as otherwife howfoever as current money within this 
kingdom, at and under the refpective rates herein after mentioned, and none 
other, that is to fay j See page 70. And in cafe any of the aforefaid pieces 
of gold mould want of the refpcclive weights herein before mentioned, then 
allowance to be given of two pence for each grain fo wanting in any piece 
of the kinds of gold aforefaid refpedtively, &c. Given at the council-cham- 
ber in Dublin, the fifth day of May, 1718. 

To 
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To the King's moft excellent Majefty. 
The humble addrefs of the Lords fpiritual and temporal of Ireland, in par- 
liament aflembled. 
May it pleafe your moft facred Majefty, 

No. CV. We the Lords fpiritual and temporal in parliament aflembled, 
are under the utmoft concern to find that our duty to your Majefty and 
our country, indifpenfibly calls upon us to acquaint your Majefty with the ill 
confequences, which will follow from a patent for coining Half-pence and 
Farthings to be utter'd in this kingdom, obtained under the great leal of - 
Great Britain, by one William Wood, in a clandeftine and unprecedented 
manner, and by a grofs mifreprefentation of the ftate of this kingdom. — 
Wc arc moft humbly of opinion, that the diminution of your Majefty's re- 
venue, the ruin of our trade, and the impoverifhing of your people, muft un- 
avoidably attend this undertaking ; and wc beg leave to obferve to your Ma- 
jefty, that from the moft exact enquiries and computations we have been 
able to make, it appears to us, that the gain to William Wood will be ex- 
ceflive, and the lofs to this kingdom, by circulating this bafe coin, greater 
than this poor country is able to bear. — With the greateft fubmiflion and 
deference to your Majefty's wifdom, we beg we may offer it as our humble 
opinion, that the reierving the coining of Half-pence and Farthings to the 
crown, and the not trufting it with any private perfon, body politick or 
corporate, will always be for ^your Majefty's fervice, and the good of your 
people in this kingdom. 

In confidence, Sir, of your paternal care of the welfare of this country, 
we befeech your Majefty, that you will be pleafed to extend that goodnefs 
and companion to us, which has fo eminently fhew'd itfelf to all your other 
lubjects, who have the happinefs to live under your protection and govern- 
ment •, and that you will give fuch directions as may effectually free us from 
the terrible apprehenfions we labour under from the patent granted to William 
Wood. 

By the Lord Lieutenant and Council. A D 

Carteret. " t?is \ 

No. CVI. Whereas his majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to fignifie C. O a. 
his royal pleafure, that we fhould forthwith caufc a proclamation to be iflued A. 51. p. 
for making the new gold coyn of Portugal herein after mentioned current 
in this kingdom at the feveral rates herein fet forth, fo as the fame may 
pafs in payments at thofe rates : We the Lord Lieutenant and Council in 
obedience to his majefties faid commands, do publiih and declare by this our 
proclamation, that the feveral new pieces of gold coin of Portugal herein 
after mentioned, be from henceforth current in this kingdom, and that the 
fame fhall for the future pafs and be accepted in all payments and receipts, 
as well to and from his majefty as otherwifc howfoever, as current money 
within this kingdom, at and under the refpectivc rates hereafter mentioned, 
and none other, that is to fay 1 See page 72. 

And 
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And in cafe any of the aforefaid pieces of gold coin (hall want of the 
refpective weights herein before mentioned, then allowance is to be given 
of two pence for each grain fo wanting in any piece of the kinds of gold 
aforefaid rcfpectively, &V. Given at the council-chamber, in Dublin, the 
twenty-fecond day of January, 1725. 

A. D. By the Lords Juftices and Council. 

»737« Hu. Armach. Wyndiiam, C. Hen. Boyle. 
C. O. B. cVII. Whereas the Lords Juftices and Privy-council of this king* 

tzz. 2 ^ dom, in order to remedy the inconveniencies and difficulties which affect the 
trade, and particularly, the linen manufactures of this kingdom, and his ma- 
jefty's revenues here, occafioned by die want of good copper money ; applied 
to his .grace Lionel Cuke of Dori'et, late lord lieutenant general, and general 
governor of this kingdom, to lay the lams before his majefty, and obtain his 
royal licence for coyning fifty tuns cf copper at his majefty's mint of Lon- 
don, under the regulations herein after mentioned. And whereas his majefty, 
to anfwer the faid propofals made by the Lords Juftices and Privy- council 
of this kingdom, with the concurrence of the faid lord lieuecnant general, 
and general governor of Ireland, and for remedying the faid inconvenien- 
cies, has been moft gracioufly plcaied to direct, that a proper agent fhould be 
appointed to contract for fifty tuns of copper, to be delivered to the ma- 
iler of his majefty's mint in his tower of London to be coined for the fcrvicc 
of this kingdom ; and alfo to authorize and command the mafter of his mint 
in his faid tower of London, to receive from fuch perfbn or perfbns, as his 
majefty's lieutenant general, and general governor, or lords juftices of this, 
kingdom, or any authorized by them or either of them, fhall contract with 
for that purpofe, fine copper, which when heated red-hot, will fpread thin 
under the hammer without cracking, and out of the fame to coin fifty tuns, 
or fuch greater quantity, as fhall be neceflary for this kingdom, one fixth 
in farthings, and five fixths in Half-pence, of fuch fize, that fifty and two 
half pence, or hundred and four farthings, may make a pound weight avoir- 
dupois, excepting only fuch errors by accident, not by defign, as may hap- 
pen byithe unequal fize of the bars, not exceeding the thirtieth part of a pound 
weight; and that his majefty's effigies, with the infeription, Georgius. n. 
hex. be ftamped on one fide of each piece, and the Irifh harp crowned on 
the other fide, and over it the infeription, hibeknia. and under it the date 
of the year, with directions that the moniers of his majefty's faid mint fhould 
not diftribute any of the faid money, before the fame be duely allayed. And 
whereas his majefty has been alfo gracioufly pleafed to direct, that the cofts 
of the faid fifty tuns of copper, and all charges attending the coining, and 
the transmitting the faid half-pence and farthings, when coined, into this king- 
dom, fhould be paid by his majefty's vice-treafurer, receiver general and 
pay-mafter of this kingdom, his or their deputy for the time being j and 
that whatever proffit fhall arife from the faid copper coinage, (after all ne- 
ceflary expejiccs about it defrayed; fhall go into the publick revenue at large 

of 
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of this kingdom, to be employed as any part of the publick revenue unap- 
propriated, is employed. And whereas there have been former copper coi- 
nages for this kingdom, under the patents of his majefty's royal predecef- 
fors, which copper money, is now currant in this kingdom his majefty 
has been alfo gracioufly pleafed, in order to continue the currency of fuch 
copper money coined under thofe patents, together with fuch copper money 
as mall be coined for the fervice of this kingdom, in his majefty's tower of 
London, to fignify his will and pleafure, that his lord lieutenant, deputy, 
or other chief governor or governors, for the time being, fhould give the 
neceflary directions to the commiflioners of his majefty's revenues in this 
kingdom, to order the feveral collectors to receive fuch copper money as has 
been coined under the faid patents, or (hall be coined for the fervice of this 
kingdom, in his majefty's tower of London indifferently, and without any 
preference of the one fort to the other, in difcharge of what (hall become 
due to his majefty : provided that no more be received in any one payment 
made to them, than twelve of thofe half-pence, or fix pence •, and that if by 
thofe payments, the faid collector or any of them, fhall have a redundancy 
of thofe half-pence, that the faid collectors fhall, and may jpay to the refpectivc 
officers of his majefty's army in this kingdom, or to fuch perfon as fhall 
tender an Exchequer acquitance to the faid collectors, for payment of his 
majefty's faid army, any fum of the faid half-pence, not exceeding five 
pounds in every hundred pounds, and fo in proportion for a greater or leflcr 
fum, and the like quantity to the officers of his majefty's revenue, who 
lhall receive their falaries, from the faid refpective collectors. And his ma- 
jefty has been further pleafed to fignify his pleafure, that his faid vice-trea- 
furer, and receiver general, and paymafter-general, or his or their deputy, 
do uTue out of his majefty's trcafury in this kingdom, fuch new coined 
copper, or old copper money, as they fhall receive, to fuch as are willing 
to take the fame. And whereas their Excellencies the Lords Juftices of this 
kingdom have, in obedience to his majefty's commands, given the neceflary 
directions to the commiflioners of his majefty's revenue here, for receiving 
and paying the faid copper money ; and to the deputy vicc-tre'afurer of this 
kingdom for ifTuing the fame : We therefore the Lords Juftices and Council, 
do, by this our proclamation, publifh and declare his majefty's moft gra- 
cious intentions for the fervice of this kingdom. And to prevent further 
mpofition upon the traders and poor manufacturer^ of this kingdom, by the 
uttering of falle and bafe brafs money, commonly called Raps, we do here- 
by declare, that if any perfon or perfons fhall prefume to make, vend, or 
utter any half- pence, or farthings, or other pieces of brafs, copper, or other 
bafe metal, other than the copper money coined under the patents of his 
majefty's royal predeceflbrs, and now current in this kingdom, and fuch cop- 
per money as is or fhall be coined in his majefty's tower of London, for 
the fervice of this kingdom, or fhall offer to counterfeit any of the faid 
half-pence or farthings, fuch perfon or perfons fhall be profecuted, for fuch 

Z their 
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their offences, with the utmoft feverity of the law, to deter others from com- 
mitting the like crimes. Given at the council-chamber, in Dublin, the fixth 
day of May, 1737. 

ji. d. By the Lords Juftices and Council. 

•757- Hu. Armach. Wyndham, C. Hen. Boyle. 
C. O. B. n q CVIII. Whereas his majefty has been pleafed to fignifv his royal 
pleafure, that a proclamation fhould iflue for regulating the gold coins cur- 
rent in this kingdom, and for that purpofe his majefty's order in council, 
bearing date at his court at Hampton-court the twenty-firft day of July, one 
thoufand feven hundred and thirty-feven, has been tranfmitted to us, letting 
forth, that whereas the Lord Lieutenant and Council of this kingdom, hare 
reprefented to his Majefty, that there is at prefent a great fcarcity of filver 
coin in this kingdom, occafioned by perfons being tempted to carry it out 
of this kingdom to make an advantage thereof; and that the greateu part of 
the gold coin current here, is in the two larger pieces of Portugal gold, one 
of which palling for four pounds, and the other for forty millings, great 
inconveniencies and difficulties daily arile in obtaining change for the fame* 
and that there being a duproportion between the value of the faki large pieces 
and the lefler pieces of foreign gold coin, to the advantage of the larger, the 
fame has occafioned likewife a fcarcity of the lefler pieces of gold coin, by 
means whereof great diftrefe has been brought upon the trade, and particu- 
larly the linen manufacture of this kingdom ; and alfo upon his majefty's 
forces here: and therefore humbly prayed, that the gold coin, both Englifh 
and foreign, current here, might be rated at the quantity of Englifh ATver 
they ufually pals for in England, with an allowance of fome fmall advan- 
tage to the lefler pieces. And whereas the Lords commiflioners of his Majefty's 
treafury (to whom his Majefty thought proper to refer the conflderation of the 
faid reprefentation) have reported to his Majefty in council, that they had 
taken the opinion of the late mafter-worker, and the reft of the principal 
officers of his Majefty's mint thereupon, who propofed that a reduction 
mould be made in the value of the gold coins current in this kingdom, at 
leaft as low as they are in Great-Britain ; and the difproportion between the 
larger and the lefler pieces fhould be rectified ; whicn faid propofal, being 
agreed to by the faid Lords commiflioners of the treafury, and approved of by 
his Majefty in council, his Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed, by his faid 
order in council to order, that the following pieces of gold current in this 
kingdom, do pafs in payment within this kingdom at the rates herein after 
refoedtively fpecified, and that a proclamation fhould be iflued to that ef- 
fect. We therefore the Lords Juftices and Council, in obedience to his ma- 
jefty's faid order, do by this our proclamation publifli and declare, that the 
feveral pieces of gold coin herein after mentioned, {hall from and after the 
tenth day of September next pafs and be accepted in all receipts and pay- 
ments, as well to and from his Majefty as otherwife howfocver> as current 
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money within this kingdom, at the feveral rates herein after rcfpectively fpe- 
cified, and none other, that is to fay •, Sec page 75. 

And if any of the aforefaid pieces of foreign gold (hall want of the rc- 
fpedlive weights herein before mentioned, then allowance is to be given of 
two pence for each grain, one penny for half a grain, and one half-penny for 
one quarter of a grain, fo wanting in any piece of the faid foreign gold 
coins, and fo proportionably for every greater want of weight in the laid 
pieces ; and in cafe fuch defect of weight as aforefaid, ihall be fupplied in 
manner aforefaid, then and in fuch cafe every piece fo defective in the 
weight as aforefaid, and that defect of weight 10 iupplied as aforefaid, is to 
be henceforth allowed, and to pal? as current money as aforefaid, &c. Give* 
at the council-chamber, in Dublin, the tenth of September, 1737. 

The following ordinance came too late to be printed in its place. 

Ordinatio magni confiiii de recipiendo aurum ad ftandardum ponderis. 

No. CIX. Cum Dominus Rex confilium fuum magnum coram venera- A. D: 
bili Parre Edwardo epifcopo Midenfi, deputato Edward i comitis Marduse &_ 14 g 3 
Ultonise, locum tenentis Domini Regis teme fune Hibernije in craftino ani-^,"* H ™| 
marum, anno rcgni fui fecundo teneri ordinavit, cui vero venerabili Patri, vi. No. ' 
nec non dominis Ipiritualibus & temporalibus communes terra: praedictae ad*7« dorl °- 
idem confilium per brevia regia ad concordandum & confentiendum electi coram 
prsefato venerabili Patre comparantes eifdem fupplicarunt, ut cum rumor 
maximus per totam terrain de falfo auro contrafacto tonfo & loto habeatur, 
qua occafione omnes & finguli mcrcatores cum eorum mercandizis ad ter- 
ram prxdictam venire fe retrahent. Et etiam quam plurimae variationes & 
difcordias inter ligeos Domini Regis teme praedictae in diverfis pacationibus 
in dies incipiunt oriri & pejus oriuntur, nifi remcdium hujufmodi dampnis 
& praejudiciis citius apponacur. Super quo auctoritate confiiii praedicti pro 
majore tranquillitate & quiete gentium & reipublicas terras pnedictae, & ad 
cvitanda dampna & incommoda quae terras praedidbe ratione auri tonfi, loti, 
contrafadi in eadem terri abfque pondere ufitato poflint de facili evenire, 
de affenfu dicti deputati, ac dominorum fpiritualium & temporalium ad fpe- 
cialem rogatum communium in eodem confilio exiflentium, ordjnatum eft & 
concordatum, quod nobilis, obolus & quadrans auri (auro contrafacto cx- 
cepto) fecundum hujufmodi auri pondus & valorem per ligeos Domini Re- 
gis, ac alias gentes ad eandem terram confluentes, capiantur & recipiantur 
per pondus univerfaliter & perfolvantur : & quod unum ftandardum ponderi* 
dicti auri ftandardo in Regno Angliae ufitatum concordans fit ; & in the- 
lauraria Domini Regis in cuftodia thefaurarii Sc^camerariorum fcaccarii Hi- 
berni** qui aut funt, vel per tempus erunt de caetero remaneat j & quod qui- 
libet vicc-comes, major, ballivus, fencfchallus, fuperior & prsepofitus per 
totam terram prxdictam ad eorum profecutionem habeant pondera ditto ftan- 
dardo recte concordantia. Et infuper quod quilibet ligeu* Domini Regis 
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terrae prsedidbe habeat curium ad ea ftandarda in quoiibet loco ; ubi aflUtunt, 
ad pondera dicti ftandardi, quoties ubi placuerint, facienjda. Et etiam quod 
ligci Domini Regis ejufdcm tcrrse, ac Indigene & Alia?nigen£ ad eandem 
terram confluences, hujufmodi aurum, licet tonfum, feu locum fuerit, per 
pondus, fecundum valorem & pondus ejufdem, abfque contradielione per- 
cipiant in futurum. Et quod nullus hujufmodi aurum contra ordinationem 
prsedi&am refutet, aut recipere recufet. Sub poena quadraginta folidorum 
de bonis & catallis fuis ad opus Domini Regis folvendorum i & quod corpus 
ejufdem de prxmiflis delinquentis gaolae Domini Regis committatur, in 
eadem moraturum, quouiquc Domino Regi redcmptioacm & finem tnde 
facial. 
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Gold Monies unworn. 



The old Lcwis-d'or — — 



The Half (and Quarter in proportion) 
The new Lewis-d*or — — 
The Half and (Quarter in proportion) 

The old Spanifh Piftole — 

The old Spanifh double Piftole 

The old Spanifh quadruple Piftole — 
The Doppio Moieda of Portugal — 
The Moieda of Portugal — — b 
The half Moieda of Portugal — — b 

The Hungary Ducat — — b 

The Ducat coined ad legem Imperii — b 
The Ducat of Campen in Holland — b 
The Ducat of the bifhop of Bamberg 
The double Ducat of the. duke of 

Hanover ■ ■■ ■ 

The Ducat of the duke of Hanover- 

The Ducat of Brandenburgh 

The Ducat of Sweden ■ • 
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rence, Savoy, Genoa, Orange, 
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The new Portugal piece current in 1 
Ireland for 38 J. lod. — — ) 
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As the Portuguefe are not very exact as to the weight of their coins, the 
tryal of this laft piece was taken on an avarage. Its' freight by proclamation 
is fettled here at nine periny-weight five grains one fourth. 

« *-\\*?. & **» 

Decimals. 

N.3. «4 Carats, is a pound of gold I Carrat-grain 0,25 
4 Grains, a carat a — — — o»5 
1 Carat, is i an ounce, or 10 penny-weight 3 — — — 0,75 
1 Carrat-grain is 2? penny-weight, or 60 grains 1 , 0j , 2 - 

troy * 

' i 0,625 



TABLE II. 



The Aflays, Weights, and Value of feverai 
foreign Silver Coins, unworn. 



The Piafter of Spain, or Sevil piece of 8 I 
* Reals, now reduced to ten — — * 
The new Sevil piece of Eight — — 
The Mexico piece of Eight ■ 
The Pillar piece of Eight 



The old Ecu of France, or piece of 60 Sols j 

Toumois u — J 

The Crufado of Portugal, or ducat, worthl 
400 rees, now mark'd, and raifed to 480 > 
rces 1 - — J 

The Ducaton of Flanders, or piece of 60 1 

patars — — > 

The Patagon of Flanders, or crols-dollar, 1 
or piece of 48 patars — ) 
The Ducaton of Holland, or piece of ,63 ? 

(livers ' 

The Patagon Leg-dollar, or rix-dollar of I 
Holland, or piece of 50 ftivers 1 * 

The 3 Guilder piece of Holland, or piece 1 

of 60 ftivers — ) 

The 10 Schelling piece of Zeeland, or piece 1 

of 60 ftivers — 1 

The Lyon-dollar of Holland, or two thirds ) 
of the ducaton — — — J 



Aflay 
dwt. 


Weight 
dwt.gr. 


Val.En. 

d. pts. 


V.Irifh 
d. pts. 


w 1 


>7 


12 


54 


°| 


58 50 


w ii 
w 1 

fterl. 


14 

l 7 
l 7 


0 

104 
9 


43 
53 
53 


11 

82 

87 


46 70 
58 30 
58 36 


w 1 


17 


12 


54 


0 


58 50 


w 2 


1 1 


4 


34 




37 17 


a 4v 


20 


22 


66 


*5 


71 66 


w 12 


18 


I 


52 


9» 


57 32 


B 3 


20 


21 


65 


59 


7« 5 


W 14 


18 


O 


5* 


28 


56 64 


W 2 


20 


8 


62 


46 


67 66 


W 2 


20 


6 


62 


21 


67 39 


W44 


17 


14 


43 


70 


47 35 
The 
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The Aflfays, 



The Ducaton of Cologne — — 

The Rix-ciollar, or patagon of Cologne — 
The Rix-dollar, or patagon of Liege — — 
The Rix-doilar of Menrz — — 
The Rix-Uollar of Frankfort — — 
The Rix-dollar of Nuremberg — — 

The old Rix-dollar of Lunemberg : — 

The old Rix-dollar of Hanover — — 
The double Gulden of the elector of Hanover 
The Gulden of the elector of Hanover, or i 
piece of two thirds — — * . J 
The Half-gulden of the elector of Hanover, ) 
or piece of one third — 1 ■ — 5 
The Gulden of the duke of Zell, or piece 1 
of 16 gutz-grolh — — > 

The Gulden of Hildertieim, or piece of 14 1 
manen-grofh, now raifed to 26 s. r— 5 
The Rix-dollar of Magdeburgh — 
The Gulden or Guilder of Magdeburgh — 
The old Rix-dollar of the elector of Bran 



May 

dwt. 



B 3 
w 13 

w 12 

w 6i 

w 9 

w 6 

w id 

w 8 

w 7 

b I7i 



Weight 
dwt. gr. 



20 18 
18 o 

17 22^ 

18 8 
18 8 
18 10 
18 11 
18 1 2 
18 18 

8 10 



denburgh 



1 

The old Gulden of Brandeaburgh,Jiow raifed 1 
from 24 to 26 manen-grofh — 5 
The Gulden of Brandenburgh, or piece of I 
two thirds — — — 1 

The Half-gulden of Brandenburgh, or piece > 
of one third ■ — S 

The Gulden of the elector of Saxony, or > 
piece of two thirds 1 — f 

The old Bank-dollar of Hamburgh 

The old Rix.dollar of Lubeck 

The Four-mark piece of Denmark, of coarferl 

allay — J 

The Four-mark piece ditto of finer allay — 

The Eight-mark piece of Sweden 

The Four-mark piece of Sweden — •— 
The old Dollar of Dantzick — — 
The old Rix-dollar of Thorn — — 
The Rix-dollars of Sigifmund IlL and Ula- » 
diflaus.IV. kings of Poland — — J 
The Rix-dollar of Leopold L emperor — 
The Rix-dollar of Ferdinand III. — — 



w 43 

W404. 

w 10 
W 44 

w 9 
w 43 
w 43 
w 43 

w 41 

w 8 
w 8^ 

w 61 

W 21 

fta. 
w 58 
w ic4 

W 12 
W-JO 

w 104 
w ioi 



II 

20 

»3 

18 
18 



» I7i 4 5 



xi 2 



11 

18 
11 

18 
12 
11 

5 

11 

18 
18 



22 
12 

13 
4 

3 

*3 



9 
16 



14 8 



VJng!. 

d. pts. 



65 20 

52 53 
52 60 

55 17 

54 53 

55 55 
54 65 
$5 28 

56 29 

28 14 

'4 7 

27 70 

30 21 

54 77 

28 79 

55 15 
30 4i 

27 81 

13 85 

28 12 

54 9* 

55 65 

Z^ 23 

32 45 
62 o 

30 92 

54 27 

H 53 '8 

j 



VJriflu 
d*. pts. 



o 

12 



18 9 '54 40 

18 9 154 27 
18 9 [54 27 



70 63 
56 91 
56 98 

59 77 

I 9 I 

60 18 

59 20 

59 8 9 

60 98 

30 49 
'5 24 

30 * 

32 7* 

59 33 

31 «9 

59 74 

32 94 
30 12 

15 o 
30 46 

59 49 

60 29 

34 9« 

35 16 
67 16 

33 49 
58 79 
58 3* 

58 93. 

58 79 
58 79 
The 
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The Aflkys, Off. 



The Rix-dollar of Ferdinand, archduke of l 

Auftria — — - — 1 

The Rix-dollar of Bazil — — 

The Rix-dollar of Zurick — — 
The old Ducat of Venice, with the word*, l 

Ducatus Vtnetus upon it — — J 
The Half-ducat — 
Another Venetian coin 
The piece of two Jules 



The Ducat of Naplea, or piece of 5 Tarins l 
or 10 Carlint < •— J 

The Half-ducat 



The Tarin, or fifth part of the ducat — 
The Carlin, or tenth part — — 
The Tefton of Rome, or piece of 3 Julios — 
The Ducat of Florence and Leghorn, or piece 7 

of 7 lires — J 

The Piafter or crown of Ferdinand II. duke l 

of Tufcany — — J 

The Piafter, or crown of Cofmo III. duke 1 

of Tufcany — _ _ S 

The Croiiat of Genoa — 



Aflay (Weight 
dwt. dwt.gr. 


w loi-j 
w 7 f 


18 


5 


18 




w 13 | 


18 


1 


w 2Jt 






W 2ji 

w 46 

B 6 


7 
17 

3 


7i 

10 


w 3 


H 


* 


w 3 


7 




w 3 


2 




w 3 


1 


W I 


5 


2I± 


B 8 


20 


3 


w 1 


*7 


12 


W I 


16 


18 


8 7 


*4 


15 



V.Engl. 
d. pts. 

53 78 
56 22 

40 54 

20 27 
42 80 
" 54 
42 84 

21 42 
8 57 
4 1-7 

18 19 

64 64 



V.I 
d. pts. 

•4 

58 fs 

60 91 

57 4 

43 92 
21 96 

46 37 
12 50 

46 41 

23 21 
9 ?8 
4 63 

19 71 

70 2 



I 

54 0*58 50 

51 69 56 — 
78 74 '.85 30 



FINIS. 



ERRATA. 



PAGE 5, line 6, iaftead of the kings of France an 
p. 32, 1. 8,- for nineteeth read nineteenth j p. 33, 
the notes, * King's face of proteftants, p. 1 52, « Append 



x p 32. k 

add et, RfcixA. p. 70, !. to, for proclamation, read 
io/Ralp^roftdlUlph. 



f France and Sweden, read of the kings of Sweden ; 



.., w. .... tt- — » 

34, after henric, add vtti. p. 64, in 
icndix No. 92, p. 65, 1. 37, after rex 
td proctajna;ion ; p. 77, Addenda, 1. 2j 
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SUPPLEMENT 



To Mr. Simon's Eflay on 

IRISH COINS. 

t • 



SINCE the publication of Mr. Simon's work on the monies of the King- 
dom of Ireland, which was in the Year 1 749, feveral coins of that country 
have occurred to us, not mentioned by that ingenious author, therefore highly 
probable were never feen by him, thele we have put together in two plates, 
to which are joined another of Mr. Duanes, of their mod ancient coins, which 
coins he purchafed together with the plate, and has been fo kind as to give us 
the liberty of ufing it upon this occafion. 

Of this ancient fort, are alfo thofe in our firft plate from Numb. 1, to Numb. No. 1. to No} 
1 1 , inclufive, many of which have ftrait ftiokes inftead of letters, and thofe few 1 *• P 1, 
which have had letters are obliterated ; the only obfervation we fhall make on 
them, is the barbarous and rude manner in which they have attempted to copy 
the Saxon and Englilh c,o"ins of that age, thus the reveries of Numb. 7 and 9, 
are after Numb. 6 and 11, {a) of the conqueror, as is the head of Numb. 10 af- JJj* ^ 
ter No. 7 of the fame prince, {b) and Numb, it an helmeted one of Numb. *' ' ' 
13 of Henry the firft. {c) Among Mr. Duanes, Numb. 16 is an uncouth co^ 

. (.) Vkw ( fffiIwCoin, Pl. i.. (*jp,^d. (Olbid, 

copy 
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py of the canopy Conqueror Numb. 6, ^d) alfo Numb. 22 in the fame 
Platr, and Numb. 31, Plate II. in Simon, are after Numb. 11. of Rufus, (<) 
and the reverie of Numb. 32 in ihe fame plate of Simon like Numb. 12 of 
the Conqueror. 

If we except the pieces of Sithric and a few more, none of thefc ancient coins 
which have inferiptions on them are now underftood, although there are ma- 
ny, very fair and th6 letters diftinct, but badly formed, yet no word is to be 
made from them that will help us to the name of the King, raoneyer, or place of 
min'age •, a curious enquirer who fhall hereafter attempt to decypher them, will 
find great aftiftance iu having a number of them together, to confider and 
compare with each other, and we know ,of no cabinet fo proper for fuch a pur- 
pofe av that of Mr. Duane. 

No. 1 «. What has been faid in regard to the above-mentioned pieces may be applied 
to Numb. 1 2, as we have feen many, the letters of whofe inferiptions nave 
been fair, and plainly different from each other, yet do not difcover where 
or by whom ftruck, nor do we know whether Irifh or not, only that they are 
fbmetimes found both in Ireland and the Ifle of Man. 

Edw. I. or II. We have met with two forts of farthings of Edward the firft, viz. Numb. 

No. 13, 14. 131 ftruck at Waterford and Numb. 14 ftruck at Dublin, neither of which 

No. 15. Mr. Simon had feen, to which wc have added the halfpenny Numb. 15, 
ftruck at Waterford. 

Henry VI ^- ia & Henry the fixth in his 38th year, being the laft before his depofition, 
i^n.' caufed a groat to be ftruck, having on one fide a crown without any inferip- 
No. 16. tion, and on the reverfe the crofs and pellets, with the name of the City round 
ir, viz. civitas dublinie, of thefc Simon has given us two, viz. Numb. 61, 
Plate III. and Numb. 71, Plate IV. Immediately after which in the fame year, 
a penny of this fort was ordered to be coined, which it is probable Simon never 
iaw, as he has not engraved it, however we have been fo fortunate as to difco- 
ver one in the collection of Irifh coins in the Briiifh Mufeum, viz. Numb. 26, 
exactly like the groat, and weighing nine grains and a half or about the quar- 
ter of it. 

JUw IV. Edward the fourth in his firft year ordered an halfpenny and farthing to be 
1460. * ftruck, with the fame type as the groat and penny abevementioned, viz.. a 
No. 17. crown, but neither of them have reached our days that we know of. In his 
third year a groat, two-pence, and penny were ordered to be ftruck, which on 
one fide was to have a crown asbefOre, but round it was now to be added his 
name and titles, viz. on the groat, Edwardus dej gratia domino* 
hi bern. on the reverfe was to be the crofs and prllets, and round them civi- 
tas Dublinie, and round another circle posu 1 drum adiuto. meu. as 
appears on Numb. 17, which is a groat of this coinage, but do not remember 

«»Ibid. wibid. {/) ibid. 
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ever feeing the two-pence and penny. Mr. Bartlet has one of thefc groats, 
weighing forty grams, and Mr. Hodfall another. 

In the feventh year of this king we are told there was to be coined a piece 7 ^ dw « 
called a double (t. e. grofs or groat) as being to run current at that value, but 14 7 * 
to be of the fame weight as the lad, and to have on its obverfe like that, a crown 
with Edward di. gra. dominus hibernie, but on its reverfe was to 
be a rofe and fun, there was alfo to be the half, quarter, and eighth of it, not 
one of either of which forts we have ever yet met with. 

We have jull obferved a coinage recorded, no pieces whereof now remain, No. 18, 19; 
we now come to one of which we have no other notice but from the pieces 
thcmlch-es, but which however are very rare, fuch are Numb. 18 and Numb. 
19, on their reverfe we fee a fmall crofs within a rofe of rive leaves, and on 
the reverfe the fame fmall rofe in the center of a fun of fix teen rays \ round the 
rofe on Numb. 19, is Edwardus dei gra. dominus hibe. and on the 
reverfe ci vi TAi Dublin ie and posui deu adiut-ore meu. that round 
Numb. 18, is dipt and obliterated ; but had his titles abridged and only the 
name of the city. 

The fame circumftance attends Numb. 20, 21, and 22, as the laft two, No. 10, aif 
that is no mention have been found of fuch a coinage, they have all on one fide «• 
the head of the king-, and on the other a large fun of fifteen rays, viz. a fmall 
rofe in the center, fills the area. The largeitor groat isinferibed Edwardus 
dei gra. hybern. on the two fmallcr, it is more contracted, and on the 
reverfe of all three ci vitas dubli.ue divided by fmall rofes, thefc pieces are 
all very rare, efpcciaJly the penny and groat, which latter we think Mr. Simon 
had never fcen. Mr. Dummer has a very fine one, weighing forty-one grains 
and a half, and we have one which weighs forty-feven grains, the penny and 
two-pence are in the collection of Mr. Hollis, the former weighing eleven grains 
and a half and the latter twenty-two grains. 

We would here juft obferve, that Mr. Simon in page 25, having defcribed 
the coinage of the 7th year of this prince ; viz. as having on their obverfe a 
' crown and on their reverfe a fun, in the next page fays, he has the groat of 
this coinage, but inconfrfhnt with himfelf, defcribes it as having on its obveric 
the king's head, and not a crown, and refers to Numb. 72, Plate IV. which 
engraving likewife by fome miftake or other, is as big again nearly as his piece, 
which was only a two-pence like Numb. 21, and weighed but twenty-two 
grains, again the penny he had, which he alfo refers to the fame coinage, has a 
rofe on its obverfe (not a crown, J as appears by Numb. 115, Plate VI. and 
like our Numb. 18, and belonging therefore to a different coinage from that of 
his feventh year; aud that laft defcribed. 

At the firft fight of the head fidcof Numb. 25, it ftrikes us as an Englifh No - 
penny of Ed Ward the fecond, its infeription Edwar. r. angl. dns. is a far- ^* tc '* 
thcr confirmatioa of it, but then its weight contradicts fuch an arrangement, 

being 
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being only fourteen grains and a half or no r more than two thirds the weight of 
thofc pennies, altho' it is well preferved. When we fee the fun on its reverfe, 
we can think of its belonging to no other prince than Edwa*d the fourth, how- 
ever its weight agrees as lutle with this as the former fuppofition, being half as 
heavy again as the beft of this kings pennies, it is likewifc obfcrvable, that trie 
fun on this piece has only eleven rays whereas on all the others there are fifteen 
or twenty-four rays, betide which this piece has no rofe in the center of it, nor 
is the inl'cription, Ct vitas dubliNie divided into four parts, by three fmall 
rofes, as is the manner on all the others ; this very rare piece is in the collection 
of Mr. Duane. 

The money of Edward* the fourth ofteneft met with are his groats, with the 
head on one fide and the crofs and pellets on the other, many forts of which are 
engraved in his fifth plate, the half groats of this fort are not near fo common as 
the groat, Mr. Duane has one (truck at Limeric which is not in Simon ; the 
pennies likewifc if well preferved, are rare, of the three already publifhed by 
Simon, Numb.pt, 92, Plate V. and Numb. 11*, Plate VI. not one have a 
No. 36. reverfe like our Numb 26, which has been mamefully dipt, and we apprehend 
P 1, '* is of that kind, which by the ftatutc 19 Henry VII. are to pafs for no more 
than an halfpenny, and defcribed as having fpurs or mullets between the bars 
of the cioft, but we think they have more the appearanee of rofes than mullets. 
Mr. Simon has no: publifhed a fingle halfpenny of this king, but we have been 
No. 23, 24. fo happy as to find two in Mr. Dummer's collection Numb, 23. 24, belong- 
ing to the groats, Numb. So, 81, 82. Plate IV. each has a rofe in the center 
of the crofs, but much larger on one than the other. 
Rich. III. k\ Mr. Simon's appendix, Numb 18, page 91. is a record whichpermits 
•4 8 3- groffes, half groflcs, deniers and half denicrs to be ftruck of this king, like 
*!• thoie of his brother Edward the fourth in his tenth year, which in page 84, 
p * '"■ are ordered to have his head on one fide and a crofc and pellets on the other j 
we have difcovered a penny of this fort, or with the head, in Mr. Duane*s col- 
lection, there are only on the obverfe Ric. and on the reverfe villa drog 
remaining, it is much clipped and weighs about eight grains and a half, but its 
full weight mould be about ten grains and three quarters, as there was to be 
eleven groffes to the lb. Troy. 
Hen. VIII King Henry the eighth in his 36th ftruck fixpenny and threepenny pieces, 
i?44- and Simon has given three of them, Plate V. Numb, joo, 101, 102, but 
No. 28. makes no mention of a three half-penny piece, Numb. 28 has occured to us, 
'* now in Mr. Bartlet*s collection, it weighs about nine grains and a half, is in- 
fcribed round the head H. d. 6. rosa sine spine, and on the reverfe 

CIV1TAS DUBLIN. 

Maty, 1550. Mr. Simon has given us the milling, groat and two-pence ftruck in the firft 
No. 29. year of queen Mary, and fays it was probable that there were pennies of the 

fame coinage, .he was right in his conjecture, as there is one of them, Numb. 

29, in the Devonshire Mufeum, it is like the other pieces in every particular 

s. and 
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and weighs about twelve grains. 

Bcfides the (hilling and fixpence of James I. of the firft coinage, with die bell J 
mint mark, we have fcen them with a martlet, and of the fecond coinage, b*- 
fides thofe with a rofe mint mark, we have met with others which had a 
martlet and an efcallop (hell. 

There was a great variety of coins ftruck during the troubles in Ireland under Charlet i. 
Charles the Ift. among which Numb. 3 1 , with the value on one fide and the crofs • 6 4« « 
on the other, is ufually called the rebels crown, the half crown of this fort No * 5 K 
appears Numb. 173, plate VIII. in Simon, who has alfo given the crown No. 3*. 
Numb. 133, Plate VI. with the value on both fides, belonging to which is 
the half crown Numb. 32, in our firft Plate. Of the Inchequin money Mr. 
Simon has publifticd two different groats Numb. 130, 131, Plate VI. the 
laft of which inftead of having the weight on both fides as is ufual, on one 
fide has four annulets probably for as many pence. In the fixth fupplementat 
Plate to Mr. Folkes, Numb. IV. is the three pence of this fort with three 
annulets, its weight it is likely was on the other fide but does not now appear, 
however it is faid to weigh twenty-two grains, its juft weight being twenty- 
three grains. We have now added the fix-pence, (hilling and half-crown 
of this coinage, Numb. 33, 34, 35, the crown is to be found before in No. 33,34, 
Simon, Numb. 132, Plate VI. to whofe Cork fix-pence, Numb. 143, 35. 
Plate VII. we have added the (hilling Numb. 30. . No JO 

The half-crown and crown of Chirks the lid. Numb. 36, and 37, were Charles n. 
firft publilhed by Mr. Folkes in his table of iilver coins, Numb, i, 2, No. 36, 57. 
Plate XXX. but he could never learn where or upon what occafion ftruck, 
neither have we been able to gain aiy intelligence reining tothmi, however 
we think from the manner of the pi as th.it they were ftruck in Ire- 
land, and in the interval brtw.cn his fah.r's dc;uh and hi* own reduc- 
tion . 1 

Copper coins by authority were introduced earlier in Iretand than in Eng- Copper coini 
land, as i$ proved by the pennies and hail-penmo, ( Numb. 122, 123, Plate 6 in P Jatc «• 
Simo i)under Queen Elizabeth. The farthing token* alio oi James J. and Cnarles Trad = (t;iCI! * 
were current here the fame as in England, and d:l'cor.tiooed in botn kingdoms W 
at the fitiiK* tinif, and the wan/ of fnull coins equally kit in. each, until trade f- 
men and fhopkeepers made their own tokens, bur it does n >t appear thev 
took this method fo foon here as there, for we don't remember to have Iceli 
any of them datjpd before 1654, after which year wc have obierveJ the fal- 
lowing dates, viz. 1656, 1657, 1658, 1664, 1667, 1672, 1674, 
and 1679, thus jt is plain Annltrong's patent in 1660, and the prochnvuimi 
in confluence of it, to forbid thefc token, hiving a currency had no 
efteft. 

The 
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The towns we have obferved where thefe piece* were uttered are Belfaft, 
Calh !l, CharL-ville, Clitheroe, Cork, Dublin, Dungarvan, Galway, Kil- 
ilare, Kilkenny, Lifburne, Lymerick, lx>ndondcrry, Montrath, Pullhely 
and Youghal, and no doubt but there are a great many more. However 
there wtrc but very ft w cities or towns that ftruck them in their corporate capa- 
city, being only Cork, Kinfalc and Kilkenny. 

No. i, 2, j, 7* nc two nVft pieces in plate two are of Cork, the firft probably an half- 
pL 2 ' penny, the other plain'y a penny, as is Numb. 3 alfo, ftruck at Kilkenny, 
and is moft remarkable for an inscription on its edge, of which nothing re- 
No 4. mains but the word risurgo and is the only piece we have feen thus circum- 
ftanced, on Numb. 4, is inferibed for ye use and convenience— of the 
inhabitants and in the area Kilkenny halfpenny with a date 
nearly obliterated, the four next are the moft remarkable private tradefmen 
No. c, 6, we n ^ lvc mct w ' tn > Numb. 5, we may fuppofc is thecreft or' Thomas Lynch of 
7, S. * Lymerick inferibedon the reverie, his halfpenny token, round the harp* 
of Ireland, Numb. 6, is a pennt token for necessary chano of 
Henry Coker »f Dngbeda. Numb. 7, of Richard Greenwood, Merchant* in 
High-Strecr, Dublin, has a St. Patrick on one fide, Numb. 8, belonging to 
Edmcnd Teomans ef Corke, has on the reverie Adam and Eve, and we think it 
is their heads on the obverfe, it is probable, the counter mark Charley ills 
was to give it a currency in that place as well as ia Corke. 

No. 38, 39, We are poflcfled of two very odd pieces in brafs like Numb. 38, 39 plate I. 

pi 1. which we think are of the token kind, and were ftruck here during the com- 
mon-wealth, having on one fide their ufuaj type of thecrofi and harp in two 
fhields, the reveries are not fb plain as we Could wilh, one of them has ker 
perhaps for Kerry, on the other only an £ appears. 

James II. The gun money of James the fecond, we think commenced with the 
gun-money fix-pence, as it is the only piece with June 1689 on it, the other months found 
on them are July, Aug. Sept. 7ber. Nov. Dec. Jan. and Feb. Of the {hil- 
lings there are of every month from July 1689 to June 1690 and one of Sept. 
1690. Some are marked 8ber, ober, and iober, the fecond has a caftle 
under the king's head, there are likewife of March and April both large and 
frnall . You have the half crowns from July 1689 to Aug. 1690 both inclu- 
sive as alio another of Oft. 1 690, there are alfo the large and frnall for March, 
April and May. We have of this king's tin money, a penny with his head Cseiar 
like as the half-penny in Simon, Numb. 151, Plate VII. but with 1 D behind 
it, the reverie is like Numb*. 176, Plate VIII, with 16—90. 
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A SUPPLEMENT. 7 
We have added a few different half-pence of Wood's not in Simon, on Numb* George r. 
24, Hibernia is reprefented fitting on a rock with her face turned towaids it, JJjJJ* h4lf 
and we think there is the farthing of the fame, Numb. 25 and 26, have both No. B< a4, t $, ' 
of them the date 1724 in the exergue, different from any other, and very good *6 
work efpecially the lialf-penny, which is the fineft broadeft piece of his money No. 17, 18, 
we ever faw, and belongs to Mr. Bwtlet, another half-penny has the Hibernia 
pointing up withone hand to a fun near the top of the piece, the heads of Numb. 
27 ami 28 are the fame as thofe of Numb. 25, 26, but we do not give them 
a * ciins but rather as a fort of jettons ftruck but arc ignorant on what occafion 
the revcrfe we meet with on two or three different ones of Charles I. anno 1629, 

There is no doubt but it was the want of fmall change that occafioncd, George If. 
perfons in trade to utter promiflary notes, firft in copper for an half- penny and promifarjr 
a penny and afterwards for two-pence, and laftly others in filver for three- in ^P" 
pence, and is we think the only inftance of thefe forts any where to be met with. ^ fiiw. 
The firft piece we have feen is dated 1728 and runs thus promesary notes, 
value received, Dublin, 1728. James Maculla. 

This was fucceeded next year by another, Numb. 9, Plate II. more frequent- No. 9, 10, 
Jy met with than the firft, filled on one fide with, I promiseto fay theP*. »• 

BEARER ON DEMAND 20 PENCE A POUND FOR T>H BSE, and on the Other 
fide CASH NOTES, VAL. RECEIVED, DUBLIN, I729, JaMES MACULLA. 

Two. years after, this was followed by Numb, to, hauing round thr. figure 

of Juftice feated bctweentwo pillars, I promise 20sh ili.ings pound sTR(fivr- 

fing) 1731 and on the other fide a Acurde lis, and cask notes value re. 

cao, I. Maculla. The fig which follow each other from Numb. 16 to jj 0 i^tott 

Numb. 22 incltfive, arc all cepper and cvt ry ote for two-pence, nor have we 

feen them of any other value except Numb. 15, which is only. a penny. 

They all on onefiJe promife to pay the bearer two-pence, fome on demand, o:hcrs 

not. Their obverfes are filled with a crcft or fome other devife, Numb. 16, 

has a king's fifhrr with afifh in its mouth, no doubt in alJufu n to the peifl nsnamr, 

without any inferiptior round it, but all the reft have one alluding to the figure on 

it, as under the dove with an olive branch in its mouth, Numb. 1 5, there is Good 

Tydings, the Peacock on Numb. 18 has round it Youth and Beauty, the rampant 

tyger, Numb. 21. is circumfcribed with Fierce and Strong and fo of the rrft, 

as the Falcon, Numb. 19, never without my prey, the Hare, Numb. 20, I makt 

good fpeed, &c. the'only exception we have met with, is in that of Will. Hal/ of 

Dnmore y which round a griffin, has for the parish of Dromore being 

the only piece for a fingle parifti, we have feen either Englilh or Iriftx, this 

did not occur till the plate wis nniflu-d or we fhould have inferted it there, we 

have alfo feen one of Tho. OBrien of Lurgen, having a Aagg on a wreath 

without any letters but 2 P. both thefe laft are dated 1736, 

We 
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8 A S U P *P L. E M E N T. 
Ceoige II. yj c h ave cne V ery peculiar which has, / promife to fay on demand two- 
pence John Gray, ftampt on a thin piece- of brafs. It is very probable 
that about this tune Numb. 23 wis ftruck which is made of lead. 

.No. 11, u, The fi j V( . r t h rce p enn y tokens are Numb. 11, 12, 13, the firft of Alex. 
l3> Morton of Armani the fecond of Samuel Mackie of It bill and the lift of 

John Qvcrcnd of Pcrtadown all of them uttered ia J 7 36, Numb. 141s the 
mcft remarkable having in the area of the piece, Ben- Bowen, Dublin, and 
round it / owe the bearer 3^, Jier. the reverfe has a flag at gaze, pierced 
through the back with an arrow. 

The copper-money now current in Ireland began to be coined in 1737, the 
firft contract entered into was for fifty tons, which was compleated by 26th. 
Jan. 1730, the fecond contract was in March 1741 for a hundred torn, which 
were delivered between that and November 1749. In April 1750 a third 
contract was made for fifty tons, of which thirty-nine toas four hundred was 
delivered by the 31ft. July 1753, being all that was coined of that contract. 
In September 1 760 a fourth was entered into for fifty tons, which was com- 
pleated in April 1762, and all with the dyes of his late majefty. 

George III. ^ n tne vear 1 7°6 the fifth contract was made for fifty tons, and for half- 
1766. pence only, a new dye being engraved for them, of his prefent majefty, 
(No. 29.) The fixth and laft contract was made in 1 769 for fifty tons alio, and 
has this year been compleated all in hilf- pence, "as the laft. The expences of 
coining are nearly the fame as* in the Englifh, the mafter being allowed five- 
pence per lb. weght, out of which he pays the moniers two-pence for coining, 
feven eights of a penny for barrelling, a farthing to the engraver, afarthing to the 
dye forger, and to his own deputy he allows twenty millings per ton. 



FINIS. 
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